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Important Dates
Aug. 9th: “Back to School Blast”

Aug. 13th: Sunday School Starts Back

Coming in September:
Family Rockin’ Jump Night
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OFFERING: In July we collected money and supplies to bless chil-
dren in our community with brand new school supplies to start school
this year! Thank You for helping your children realize the joy that
comes from giving. We wish you could see all of the smiles as they
give generously fowards the needs of others.

As many of you know, we have a friend, Ellie the Ele-
) phant, that we feed each Sunday with givings offered
) by the children. They love to feed Ellie (she is a shop
\  vac dressed as an elephant) and we tease about her
LA being a very loud eater! The money we feed Ellie this
/ month will help the families and firemen affected by
the fires. We have already collected over $500 in
gift cards, but the need is great. We are excited to see how our
church can be used by God to continue to love on these people in our
community.

Sunday School is starting back
SUNDAY SCHOOL? up on August 13th. We are so
' thankful to all of the teachers and
volunteers that create a loving,
fun environment for our children
to know, grow, and show the love

of Jesus. Here are the teachers

that your children will enjoy in Sunday School:

WHO’S READY FOR

K/1: Mrs. Katie Slocum and Jerry Strango 2/3: Mr. Steve Slocum
4/5: Mr. Joel Verrinder and Mrs. Meagan Verrinder

BACK TO SCHOOL BLAST

August 9th

Summer is almost over and it's time

to head back to school! There will

be new teachers, new friends, and
new memories to make! One of the
best parts of heading back to school
is getting to celebrate together! Join
us for some family fun on August 9th at our Back to School
Blast. A hamburger dinner will be served at 5:30pm; please

call the office to order your meal, no later than

Monday August 7th.

| August Focus |

peLlY  Every story
% centers around
y = the cross.

KEY PASSAGE:
“Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all His bene-
fits...who forgives all your sins and heals all your dis-
eases.” Psalm 103:2-3

JESUS THE HEALER
In the Old Testament, God described Himself as the
Lord who heals. In His mercy, God gave the prophets
Elijah and Elisha power to heal diseases and raise the
dead. Jesus, as the only Son of God, is greater than
the prophets. Jesus not only healed the sick and
raised the dead, He also defeated sin and death once
and for all when He died on the cross and rose again.
Jesus will return one day and eliminate sickness and
suffering forever.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed people
from sickness, sin, and death.
Week 1: Four Friends Helped (Mark 2:1-12)
e Jesus healed a man and forgave his sins.

Week 2: Jesus Has Power Over Evil (Mark 5:1-20)

e Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.

Week 3: Jesus Healed a Woman and Raised a Girl
(Mark 5:21-43)

e Jesus healed a bleeding woman and raised a girl
from the dead.

Week 4: Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11:1-7, 17-44)
e Jesusraised Lazarus from the dead.
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Bible Verse Challenge..Way to go Conner Vitellil You are our Bible verse champion this month! Not only
- @’_\ ~\\_ do you get the treat of having lunch delivered to you the first month of school, but, most importantly,
18" UP you have God'sWord stored up in your heat and that will have an everlasting reward! I encourage all our
5 | \ G UII)D% D J.A.M. families to make it a family goal this month to memorize our verse for August!

“Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all His benefits..who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases.” Psalm 103:2-3

8 Tips to Help You Disciple Your Kids by Brian Dembowczyk My oldest son, Joshua, took up soccer this past spring and
will continue this fall. My wife and | have really enjoyed watching him play, and even as a beginner at the age of 12, he seems like he
has the temperament, body frame, and ability to develop the necessary skills to be a solid player. I'm looking forward to seeing how
he progresses this season which begins in a few weeks. But as much as | am enjoying Joshua playing soccer, there is something
that frustrates me about it as well. | can't help him. When | was a kid, | played baseball and football. That was it. Spring and summer was
baseball season and fall and winter was football season. There was no time for other sports like basketball or soccer; why would you even play
them if you can play baseball or football instead? So | know nothing about soccer. (I learned about off-sides just a few months ago when Josh-
ua learned about it!) And that is where my frustration comes in. | want to help Joshua. | want to encourage him. | want to spend time in our
backyard helping him develop his skills. But | just don't know the game well enough to do any of that. | want to. | see the need to. But | don't
have what it takes to do it. So | just tell him to listen to his coaches and do what they say. | think that is how many parents feel when it comes
to discipling their kids. We know that we should disciple our kids—it is one of our primary ministries as parents (Deut. 6:4-9)—and we want to,
but when it comes to actually doing it, we feel lost. Where do we begin? What do we say? Do | really know enough myself? And so, because of
our overwhelming feeling of inadequacy, we tell our kids to listen to their leaders at church and do what they say.This is understandable, but it
doesn't have to be this way. It can't be this way. Discipling our kids is far too important to hand this off to others—as godly and loving as they
may be. And that takes us back to our primary concern—we know we need to disciple our kids and we want to do it, but how do we actually do
it? Here are eight tips to help you disciple your kids:

1.Set realistic expectations. One of the main problems we have as parents is that we expect way too much of ourselves when it comes to
discipling our kids, and when we can't live up to them, we feel like failures and often quit. Family worship doesn't have to look like worship with
your church family with singing, prayer, and lengthy and in-depth Bible teaching. Gospel conversations don't always have to end with some
profound theological gem from you. We need to be realistic of what our family discipleship will look like. Perhaps that means talking about a
Bible story for 15 minutes one night a week at dinner and trying to find one or two times each week to move conversations toward the gospel.
Wherever you are, start there and develop rhythms and habits that work and then build on them to get to where you want to be.

2. See family discipleship as a way of life, not a program. There is nothing at all wrong with having a more organized time of family wor-
ship—it is actually a great idea to do that. But we can’t see our role as disciplers as a program; we have to see it more as a way of life as Deut.
6 describes. That means that you want to strive to talk with your kids about Christ naturally as much as possible. Look for themes in shows,
movies, and music and talk about how they relate to the gospel. Talk about the character of God, especially as you experience them in your
own life. We have natural opportunities to talk about the gospel every day—we just have to look for them.

3. Focus on Jesus. Our goal should be to always point our kids to Jesus. It is easy to fall into the trap of moralism—focusing on our kids' be-
havior and wanting them to act right. But that is not God's heart for them! God is less concerned with their behavior and more concerned with
their hearts. And the way our kids will develop hearts that love Him and want to obey Him is through the gospel transforming them. This is why
we always need to point our kids to the gospel and allow that to inform how they live. Their behavior matters—but why they behave the way
they do matters far more. Focus on heart change through Christ.

4. Be a guide, not a general. As parents we often think ourselves as generals—we have the authority to tell our kids what to do and point the
direction they are to go. There is certainly a place for this at times, but when it comes to discipling our kids, we are better off seeing ourselves
as guides instead. Think of a trail guide who travels with you and beside you. He or she doesn't stay back at camp and just point the direction
or give you a map—he or she goes with you! That is what we need to do with our kids in the journey of discipleship. We aren't supposed to be
the experts with all the answers boldly pointing the way our kids should go; we are to travel with them as guides—guides who have more
knowledge, wisdom, and experience of our journey but who are still learning ourselves. Positioning yourself as a guide means you don't need
to have all the answers and that is important because none of us do. But it does give you the freedom to tell your kids that you don’t know
something and you want to seek the answer together.

5. Feed your own growth. The best teaching comes from the overflow of what we are learning. If you are looking for the one way to improve
the most as your kids’ discipler, this may be it. Spend more time feeding your growth and growing in your understanding of, and joy in, the gos-
pel. Dive into God’s Word more deeply. Read helpful books that will build your faith. Worship in meaningful ways with others and by yourself.
As you grow your confidence will increase and you will also have more to share with your kids.

6. Teach by your example. It has been said that people will remember more of what we do than what we say. We often focus our discipleship
on what we tell our kids—and that certainly matters—but we cannot forget that our kids are learning far more from what they see us do, for
better or for worse. As a follower of Christ, you need to be working out your salvation through God’s power (Phil. 2:12-13), but this is even
more important as parents. How is the gospel framing how you live each day in the home, in the community, at work, and beyond? Are God’s
love, grace, and mercy working their way out of you? Is the fruit of the spirit evident in increasing measure? Are you obeying God with gospel
gratitude and joy? Model gospel transformation to your kids.

7. Connect them deeply into your church. While God designed parents to be the primary disciplers, He did not intend for us to be the only
disciplers. He has given us the church—our local community of faith—to come alongside us, encourage us, and echo what we are teaching in
our homes. Just as it is essential for us to be part of the church, our kids need to be as well—for their good now and in the future as well as the
church’s vitality. Prioritize involvement in church, not because you have to or should, but because you want to. This is one reason | love The
Gospel Project so much—the heart of this resource is not only to help individuals see the gospel story throughout Scripture but also to position
parents to have meaningful conversations in the home based on what they are talking about at church. The church and home aren’t to work in
isolation of each other—they are to work hand-in-hand in partnership.

8. Pray with them and for them. Just as you want to have meaningful gospel conversations throughout the day with your kids, you want to
pray with them and for them as well. Think about the opportunities you have each day, such as in the car on the way to school and as part of
your bedtime routine, and use some of that time to pray together.




