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Introduction
Introduction
Welcome to Advent. Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas. Every one of us will make preparations
this Advent. The question for us at this point, as the season is beginning, is where will our preparations take us?
Will they take us to an empty manger on Christmas day, frazzled and worn out from getting caught up in the commercialism and busyness of buying gifts, hanging lights and decorations, attending parties, gathering with
friends, baking, cooking, wrapping, cleaning, attending concerts and watching Star Wars: The Last Jedi? Or, will
they instead take us to the manger of Jesus ready to celebrate and worship the one who chose to leave heaven to
join our mess, to reveal to us the Father who loves us, and to open the way to the Father through the cross and
empty tomb?
The word Advent means ‘coming’ in Latin and the season of Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas day.
In the Old Testament we see a people who were waiting, anticipating and longing for the Messiah to come. Just
over 2000 years ago angels put on a never seen before light show for some shepherds to let them know that the
Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, was born in the backwater area of Bethlehem in a place where animals were kept.
Jesus is the center of God’s redemption plan and He lived His life listening to the Father and serving those
around Him. After His death and resurrection, Jesus returned to heaven to prepare a place for us and commissioned us to carry on His work of sharing in words and action the love of God. Just like our ancestors in the Old
Testament, we too are waiting, anticipating and longing for Jesus to come again and to complete the work of restoring all things to how they were at creation.
Rooted
Our theme for Advent this year is Rooted. We will be using the Jesse Tree, an ancient practice of the church, to
daily look at Bible stories from creation to the birth of Jesus. In these weeks we will be introduced to the family
tree of Jesus, imperfect people that God used to bring about the perfect one. Jesus came to earth rooted in God’s
restoration plan that began back in the garden and we are to continue His work rooted in Him.
I am excited about this devotional because we made it! Each day you will read a devotion that was written by one
of our own. I know this season can be very busy for us, but I encourage you to sit down for a few minutes each
day, whether by yourself or with your family, and experience the story of God that is pointing towards Jesus. If
you have teens or kids, each day there are Family Activity Options that you can do together. Join me, let’s prepare well!
Enjoying the Journey
Pastor Brandon
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Advent
Jesse Tree – Saturday, December 2
Recap
It’s dead, it’s all dead! The prophet Isaiah sees a forest that represents Israel’s hope and all that are left are
burned and decaying stumps. God directs his eye to look closer and he sees something green, a little shoot coming out of one of the stumps. From the family line of Jesse (father of King David), a new king is coming. From
what appears to be dead, life is coming. This one will be unique, special because the Spirit of the Lord will rest
upon Him, the Spirit that gives wisdom, understanding, counsel, might and knowledge. This one to come will
not live in fear of evil, but will live in constant awe, respect and obedience to the Father.
Central Theme
When we do things our way it leads to death, when God leads the way it leads to life. It happened then as David
and his ancestors who sat on the throne were tripped up pursuing power and wealth. Eventually it led to Israel
being conquered. It happens to us also. The season of Christmas is getting longer (Christmas décor can be found
in most stores after Halloween), but the focus on Christ gets shorter. When we go after what we think is most important we often end up empty and unfulfilled. When we make Jesus the center, he promises to lead us to joy
and life.
Invitation/Challenge
Look closer this Advent season. Follow along with us as we begin at the first page of the Bible and look through
the stories of roots of Jesus; both his earthly roots as son of Mary and Joseph and his heavenly roots as Son of
God. You never know, you may find parts of you or those around you that have felt dead come back to life.

Brandon Williams
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Week 1 - Rooted in the Plan
Week 1 - Rooted in the Plan
Jesus grew up as an Israelite or Jew. In His time, Jewish boys and girls would go to school at age 4 or 5. The
school would have been held at the local synagogue and would have been taught by the a Rabbi (teacher). In this
part of their education, the students would learn to read and write the Torah, the first 5 books of our Bible.
Memorizing was very important for them because they didn't have their own copies of the Torah. By the time
they finished the first level of schooling at around age 10 it is likely that some of the kids would have had all five
of the books memorized! At this point all of the girls and most of the boys would no longer go to school and
would what they called learn at the shoulder of their mother or father. This simply meant the girls would learn
from their mother how to care for the home and the boys would learn their trade from their father. The best of
the boys would also continue with the Rabbi in addition to learning their trade.
We don't get to know much of the specifics of Jesus' early years. We do know that Jesus had two dads. He had
an earthly father, named Joseph, who taught Jesus the carpentry trade. Jesus also had a heavenly father who
taught him His trade, restoring all things to His loving rule.
Family Activity Options
• Make a Family Tree - This week we will be looking at different families in the Bible and how their trust and obedience to God resulted in God using them to bring Jesus into the world. Although some of the families we will
learn about make some mistakes along the way, we know that God used their lives for His plans and can also
use our lives and our families for His plans. Make a family tree of you and your family. You can even include
pets! See how far back on the family tree you can create.
• Active Waiting - The Advent series is a time of waiting and we know too well that waiting can be hard. Waiting
for a parent to pick you up, waiting in line in the cafeteria, or waiting to get some playing time in your favorite
sport. Waiting isn’t easy, but the stories we will cover this week remind us that waiting for the Lord to move is
worth it because we know that God has everything under control. This week, as you find yourself waiting, picture yourself in the Bible and what it felt like to wait for Jesus to arrive. As we wait for Jesus to come back to
earth for the second time, let us spend our time of waiting telling our friends and our family about Jesus.
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The Creator and His Creation
Scripture: Genesis 1
Story: Creation
Recap
In the beginning, the Bible tells us, God created the heavens and the Earth. Over six days, God created light and
defined night and day. He created sky, land and sea and the multitude of creatures and plants to fill each of
them. He set in the sky great lights – the sun, the moon and the stars. Finally, He created humans from his own
image and blessed them, instructing them to “be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1:28). He gave humans command over all his creation – a creation at which every step He evaluated and deemed as “good”.
Central Truth/Point
The word “good” is used seven times in the story of creation. In today’s culture, this English word is largely
viewed as generic and non-descript. In the story of creation, it carries with it a much more powerful meaning. In
the creation story, the word “good” reflects the perfect nature of God and, therefore, His creation. The world and
all within it was initially created by God as “good” – sinless, without wickedness, simply perfect. It was all as our
holy, righteous God intended it…His perfect will manifested in magnificent beauty.
After each day of creation, God reflects on what He has made and describes each element of creation as “good”,
but when He observes man for the first time, He makes a distinction and describes creation as “very good.” We
were his prize creation in the paradise He had spoken into existence and He set us apart, giving us accountability
in His creation and a command for what role to play. But it was not just humans themselves that were “very
good,” but rather that humans were in their rightful place in His creation. Mankind was created last and so at
each stage of creation, God observed His progress was “good” – His will was being done. It wasn’t until mankind
was a part of creation that God could observe His creation as “very good” – His will was now more than just in
progress, it had now been accomplished.
In observing God through the lens of the creation story, we can determine 3 things:
1. God is powerful. He is all there was in the beginning. He is the source of all things. He spoke into existence all
the intricate details of creation as we know it.
2. God is good. Simple, but true. The very essence of his character is goodness – it lacks wickedness and is perfect and complete.
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3. God’s vision was a world of beauty and splendor, without wickedness, in which mankind, in the image of God,
lived in perfect relationship with creation and Creator.
Invitation and Challenge
If God’s will prompt the creation of the heavens and the Earth, will not His will also prompt the restoration of
His vision for His creation? Should we expect a powerful and good God, who had a creation that fulfilled His will
perfectly, to not pursue redemption of His perfect creation? The creation story proves that His character and ability is such that He WILL accomplish His will again. Considering also the accounts of the remainder of the Bible
that prove God’s commitment to restoring and redeeming His creation, we should be compelled to recognize as
truth that He is the one and only true God of the universe on a mission to restore His creation and He invites us
to be a part of both the restoration and the paradise that will be again. Have you RSVP’d to that invite? Or are
you just considering the invitation…waiting to see if other things come up that seem more important or fun or
enticing?
We can be encouraged by the creation story that we have a powerful, good Creator with a track record of faithfulness to His perfect creation and He wants us to be a part of it! A hopeful invite that does come with an awesome
responsibility, but God has already seen all as it was intended and He tells us it is “very good.”
Prayer
Lord, we thank you for who you are. Let us remember your awesome goodness and your desire for a perfect kingdom. With the power that created the universe, guard us against all evil and wickedness. Stir our hearts and help
us have a desire to be a part of your will. Help us to take pleasure in joining with you to restore your creation to
its initial intent. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• Take a picture or sketch something in your home or neighborhood that reminds you of the creation story. It
could be something in nature, the food you eat, or a sibling you have. As you capture a part of creation, think
back to the creation story and God’s remarkable creativity.
• Draw a gold medal for being God’s very good creation. Why do you think humans were seen as “very good”?

Lindsay Cathers
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Separation
Scripture: Genesis 3
Story: First Sin
Recap
When we look at the length of the Bible and the years it covers, it seems crazy that things go wrong in the third
chapter of the book. I guess that is what makes it a best seller. The whole story of God and humanity that we
read through the rest of the Bible begins here with the conflict created, the separation caused by sin. Adam and
Eve were content in the Garden. Along came the crafty serpent placing doubt about God’s love and thoughts of
equality with God in their minds. The temptation to not only be like God, but to be the god of their lives was just
too much to resist. The first human sin happened, and everything changed. Eyes were opened, guilt and shame
entered, the blame game began, physical and spiritual separation and death entered, the first animal sacrifice
happened, and hardship and brokenness replaced shalom - wholeness.
Central Truth/Point
The punishment for one bad decision seems pretty harsh. After all, Adam and Eve had never experienced temptation like that before. Yet, this story, more than any other, helps us to understand the devastation of sin. What
was once harmony and delight, basking in the presence of God, became separation, isolation, toil and heartache.
Can you imagine how Adam and Eve felt when they were separated from God, no longer to take walks with Him
in the beautiful Garden? It is difficult to grasp such a close, uninhibited relationship shattered by sin. This is
what choosing our way over God’s way does every day all over the globe. Separation caused by broken relationships.
Invitation and Challenge
One of the coolest things about this passage is that we get a glimpse of what God is already planning. God tells
the serpent that Eve’s offspring will crush the head of his offspring. Jesus, Eve’s offspring, will come and break
the power of sin and death and restore relationship between God and humanity. We don’t have to live separated
from God. We do, however, need to accept His Lordship if we want restoration to take place. What choices are
you making which continue to keep you separated from God? What will you have to yield to Him?
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Prayer
Almighty, loving God, forgive me for choosing my way over relationship with you. Help me to see when my
choices don’t line up with Your ways. Thank you for providing a way through your Son, Jesus, to be restored as
part of your family and to find help, hope and forgiveness.
Family Activity Options:
• Share with a family or friend about a time you got in trouble. How did that make you feel? How do you think
Adam and Eve felt when they received their punishment? Did they deserve to be punished for disobeying God?
Why or why not?
• This story of sin and rebellion reminds us that we are broken people. But we see here that God is already planning a redemption story for all of creation. What is something you can do this week to help repair the sin, brokenness, and isolation that you face at home, at school, or with your friends? Write it out and take action!

Troy Durkovic
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Judgement and Redemption
Scripture: Genesis 6:9 - 9:17
Story: Noah and the Flood
Recap
Are we listening to God and doing all he tells us to do? As I read through the story of Noah I can't but think people were like, “What is this guy thinking?” He was 600 years old, there was no rain coming down, so why on
earth would he build an ark? Many people in the land were evil and doing awful things and God chose Noah to
save his family and animals. God looked for someone who would be obedient, and Noah was that person.
Central Truth/Point
Listening to God, even today as we see the sins of many around us hurting them and their families we must listen
to God and do what he tells us to do. Just as Noah did what God called him to do, he protected his family and animals, we must look at ways we can shield ourselves and those we love from the sins of the world. We are all sinners but by grace are forgiven.
Invitation and Challenge
When the rain had stopped Noah sent out the dove to check for dry land, it was not found. How many times do
we go through turmoil and testing’s in our lives only to go back to our regular routines and daily business once
everything has calmed down? Is God calling us to send out a dove, wait and be patient until he tells us it's okay?
Noah, a man of God, was patient and waited; knowing that he was following God’s direction. That God would provide, and a dove would come back with the olive leaf. Noah knew that God
gave him the sign that all was well and to let his family and the animals come out from the ark. Jesus died that
we might be saved and have the freedom to make our own choices and decisions in life. Are we seeking Gods face
to know what those right choices are? Are we then stepping into those choices to be all God wants us to be?
There are several thoughts and challenges from this scripture. Is God calling you to do something big with your
life? Do you trust God to step out knowing when he calls us he has already planned how to provide and protect
us? Are you obedient when you hear his voice? Is it just easy to fall back into the same old things? Do you trust
his timing to know when all is ok?
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Prayer
Lord help us to be the people you want us to be, lead us to do whatever it is you are calling us to do. Help us to be
patient and do it in your time and not ours. God, we can be world changers if we follow your plan just as Noah
did. God, help me be a world changer and let me start that today. Thank you for allowing us to serve you most
holy God. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• Color your vision of a rainbow. How do you think the people and animals on the boat felt when they saw this
rainbow of promise? Say a prayer thanking God for God’s promise to always take care of creation.
• Obedience was very important in this story. Without the obedience of Noah and his family, all of creation
would have been destroyed. Because Noah and his family chose to trust in God, we see an amazing story of God
sustaining and redeeming creation. What areas of your life are difficult to be obedient in? (Ex. listening to your
parents, practicing an instrument, hobby, or sport, growing a friendship, spending time with God) How can
you be more obedient to God and the other important areas of your life?

Doreen Robeson
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Promise
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-7; 15:1-6
Story:Abraham and the Promise
Recap
Abraham was an original receiver of God’s promises. He would receive blessings beyond understanding, fame,
protection from enemies. And, over ages, nations would be blessed through him. Abraham would found a great
nation of God’s people. It all started when his God, our God, said, “Go!”
Central Truth/Point
After years of huge (really huge) blessings, Abraham said, “But LORD, we are getting old; really, really old. We
don’t have any descendants to carry on the family line.” God’s response was, “You will have a son of your own
who will be your heir.” Then God took Abraham outside and said, “look at the sky and count the stars if you can.”
And Abraham believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith. Through Abraham’s
family tree came the most important person to ever walk the earth - our Lord, our Savior, Jesus.
Invitation and Challenge
But then there is 2017’s existence of YOU! God has HUGE blessings to pour into you, your life, your family, your
purpose, to continue that Family Tree of Christianity. He calls us all in Mathew 28:19 to “Go and make disciple.”
Already doing that? Yes, praise God! Need to get started? As God said to Abraham, he also says to us – GO! The
Bible is full of promise that He will do it through us. An example is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through
Christ who gives me strength.” Beautifully wrapped silver presents with red ribbons and bows under a gorgeous
green tree with perfect lighting and ornaments make those presents sparkle and seem kind of magical. But the
best present, ah, the most special present, is knowing in your heart that you are investing time, energy, emotion
and letting God use you to share His pure love with someone who’s Christmas this year or nest is a million times
more meaningful than before because Jesus is in their heart.
Prayer
Lord, we know that Luke 10:2 says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Lord of the Harvest, therefore, send out workers into Your harvest field.” Lord, help me to use whatever means available (phone reminder,
alarms, post-it notes) to pray at 10:02 in the morning and 10:02 at night this prayer. And Lord, show me Persons
of Peace to build relationships with and invest time and resources in. Lord, you promise that You will never leave
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us or forsake us, so we trust You with all our heart, soul, mind and strength to give us your view. Yes, Lord, your
view of people who need hope, meaning for life and most of all a Savior. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• Go outside at night with a parent and look at the stars in the sky. Try to count as many stars as you can! Imagine what it was like for Abraham to look up at the stars that night with God, reflecting on the blessings he
would receive. While you and your parent are looking up at the stars, name as many blessings as you can that
the Lord has given to you and your family.
• Just as God sent Abraham, God sends us today into our schools, homes, friendships, and extracurricular activities in order to be a beacon of light and a blessing to those around us. How can you be a blessing to someone
today?

Larry Avery
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Faith in God
Scripture: Genesis 22:1-18
Story: Isaac
Recap
It was the trial of a lifetime. God promised Abraham and his wife, Sara, a son. Abraham was to be the father of
many nations. When Abraham was 100 and Sara, 90, baby Isaac was born. They loved Isaac dearly; he was their
only child. So, when God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on the altar, Abraham’s faith was put to the ultimate
test.
Central Truth/Point
Abraham had a choice to make. He could either obey God and sacrifice his beloved son, or he could be disobedient and spare his son’s life. Often, we find ourselves writing God a book called 101 Reasons of No! However, in
great faith, Abraham chose to obey God. Early the next morning Abraham, Isaac, and two servants set out on a
three-day journey to the mountain where God instructed the sacrifice to take place. When they arrived, Abraham
told his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while the boy and I go over there. We will worship and then we will
come back to you." Did you catch that? He did not say “then I will come back to you” but “then WE will come
back to you.” Abraham had complete faith in God that Isaac would be alive when they returned from the mountain.
Invitation and Challenge
While journeying up the mountain Isaac noticed that they had the wood for the sacrifice, but no lamb. When he
asked his father about this Abraham replied, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." I
do not know about you, but if I were Isaac I would have been puzzled by this response. However, as Abraham
had unwavering faith in God, Isaac had faith in Abraham. Once they reached the top of the mountain they built
the altar and arranged the wood on it. Just as Abraham took the knife to slay his son, an angel of the LORD
called out to him from heaven. The angel told him not to harm the boy; he said, “Now I know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." Abraham was willing to give up the things he
cherished most in life simply to be obedient to God. God gave us freewill; he will not force his commands upon
us. We have the choice to obey or disobey.
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God tested Abraham’s obedience and found favor in him. As a result, he had the blessings of God renewed in his
life. Although we cannot always see the big picture we must live a life of obedience and faith in God. He will provide and conquer all.
In what ways does God challenge you? The Bible says that God will never give you more than you can handle.
How does knowing this effect your obedience? God shows us his love in many ways. What ways can you show
God you love him.? What ways can you portray God’s love to others.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, sometimes you ask us to give up something you have given us. This can be hard for us. Help us
to know you always give us more than you ask of us. You Lord, gave us your only son Jesus as a sacrifice for our
sins so we can have everlasting life. Thank you for loving us so much. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• Today we read a story about Abraham and his son Isaac. Abraham was asked to sacrifice his only son, the son
he waited many years for, to God. Imagine something you have waited for a long time for (ex. a video game, a
best friend, new clothes) and God asked you to give it all up! How hard would that be for you? Imagine the
pain Abraham had in his heart when he was preparing to sacrifice his only son. Right before Abraham was going to sacrifice his son, God sent a ram to be sacrificed instead. Throughout the story Abraham displayed great
trust in God despite his own concerns and fears. What are some ways in your life over the last year where you
had to put your trust in God? How did that work out for you?

Dawn Pioterek
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God's Undeserved Love
Scripture: Genesis 28:10-19
Story: Jacob’s Ladder
Recap
Jacob, with the help of his mother Rebekah, had stolen his older brother Esau’s blessing. They disguised Jacob as
his brother to fool his blind father, Isaac, into giving him the family blessing; leaving Esau with very little. When
Esau returned to receive his blessing, he was angered to discover the deception. He was angered to the point of
murderous thoughts against his brother. To protect Jacob, Isaac and Rebekah send him to Laban (Rebekah’s
brother) to live and find a wife. Jacob was fleeing for his life and fleeing from a sin that he committed when he
deceived his father.
Central Truth/Point
Jacob and his mother sinned and took what was not theirs to take. Because of their deception their family was in
turmoil. Jacob was on the run, Esau was angry with his brother to the point of murder, and both parents were
brokenhearted. Sin, as always, had created a mess. But, then, God showed up and proved that no matter what
mess we make in our lives (no matter how big), he still loves us and has a plan for our lives. Jacob lay down to
sleep with nothing but a stone as a pillow and woke up with a promise from God that he was worthy, and that
God would use him to build up a great nation. Throughout the Bible we continually see people make huge mistakes, just like Jacob. But, no matter how big or little their mistakes God continues to love them just like the loving father that he is. He loves us all so much that he eventually sends his own son, Jesus, to live and die for us.
Invitation and Challenge
Often people feel they have just done too much for God to forgive them. They feel that there is no way that there
is even a chance that God could even love them at this point. No matter what God loves you! There is nothing you
can do that will push God away from you! God saw all that Jacob had done, but he still showed him love and sent
him a message to ease his heart and mind. Jacob was so blown away that he used the stone that was his pillow to
build an altar to the Lord in that exact spot! He praised God and promised to turn his life around!
Are you holding back from God because you feel unworthy? What parts of your life are you keeping from God?
Don’t run away from God! Stop and allow him to envelop you with his love and forgiveness!
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Prayer
Dear Lord, thank you for loving me no matter what, good or bad. You are such a loving father! Please forgive me
of the wrongs I have committed. Please guide me as I continue traveling through my life. Help me to always glorify you, Lord. Thank you for loving me, no matter what. Amen
Family Activity Options:
• Draw a ladder with enough space between the rungs to draw a step-by-step storyboard of the story we looked
at today. What part of the story stood out to you? Where did you see God in the story? Who do you relate with
most in the story and why?
• Think of someone who is difficult for you to forgive. Maybe it is a sibling, coach, teacher, or friend. What did
they do to hurt you? In the story, Jacob hurt his family because of his lies. Even though Jacob hurt those
around him, God still blessed him and used him in mighty ways. Today, pray for those who have hurt you and
pray God would bless them. Just as God has forgiven us when we mess up, we should also forgive others, even
when they don’t deserve it.

Traci Lewis
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D ECEMBER 9 TH

The Long Game
Scripture: Genesis 37
Story: Coat of Many Colors
Recap
Joseph, adorned in a splendid coat, went to meet his angry and jealous brothers to prepare a report for his father
as to how they and the flocks were doing. It wasn’t enough that Joseph had these dreams, which he shared with
them about how he will rule over them, but their father’s special treatment of Joseph is just too much. His brothers acted to eliminate him from the family and the possibility in their minds that he would ever rule over them.
Central Truth/Point
The only problem with the plan and actions of Joseph’s brothers was that they didn’t consider the source of the
dreams: God. God had set forth His plan already. They were able to fool their father and to put Joseph out of
their lives temporarily, but they were not able to keep the dreams God had given to Joseph from becoming reality. Isaiah writes, “For the LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him? His hand is stretched out,
and who can turn it back?” It is one of the greatest recurring truths of the Bible and our faith that God will accomplish His will. As we approach Christmas, we see God working to accomplish His will to redeem humanity from
the penalties of sin through the birth, life, death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus. This redemption, just like
the fulfillment of Joseph’s dreams, didn’t happen in a few days or even a few years. Peter wrote, “The Lord does
not delay His promise as some understand delay, but is patient with you not wanting any to perish, but all to
come to repentance.”
Invitation and Challenge
God continues to work to accomplish His will today. He just takes a long view. I am sure that Joseph had plenty
of moments when he wondered what God was doing and even where He was. How could God allow such things
to happen to him? Joseph, however, said to his brothers, “You planned evil against me; God planned it for good
to bring about the present result – the survival of many people.”
God is working in your life to accomplish His will through you and for you. Where do you see God working?
Where do you need Him to work? With what do you need to take the long view to allow God to work? Where are
you joining God in accomplishing His purposes?
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Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for being consistent in accomplishing Your plans even when I don’t see what You are
doing. Please help me to be patient, taking the long view and to look for the places where I can join you in what
You are doing. Thank you for loving me. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• Take your favorite part of today’s story or take Genesis 45:1-5 and try to capture the entire Joseph story using
only six words. What words did you use to describe this section of the story and why?
• Joseph’s family goes through many trials and challenges, but in the end they are reunited. Although Joseph
and his brothers didn’t always get along, by the end of the story there is forgiveness and grace in their relationships. Today, give each member of your family a hug and tell them how much they mean to you. Why is it important to extend grace and love to your family?

Troy Durkovic
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Week 2 - Rooted in the Purpose
What is a chore you don't like to do, but you love the result of when you do it? One of those for me is changing
the sheets on my bed. I don't like to actually take the time to take the sheets off of my bed and put clean ones on,
but I love, love, love the feeling of getting into a bed that has fresh, clean sheets on it.
There was a man named John the Baptist. He was a cousin of Jesus and his job was to go before Jesus and give
people a message. His message was, "you have to change." He told them to stop sinning and living selfishly and
instead live to please God. This message was very important because the purpose of Jesus' coming was to make
change by bringing the kingdom of God to earth. This change made it possible for you and me to also be
changed.
Family Activity Options
• Make a Change For Someone Else - Brainstorm together how you can bless someone or several someones this
week and change their day. Some ideas you may want to consider are rake their leaves, bake them cookies,
write them an encouraging card or secretly give them a gift.
• Track the Change - As you read the stories this week, write down what changes happened for the people we
learn about.
• Picture Review - Look back at the pictures from the stories of week 1. See what everyone can remember from
the story by only looking at the picture.
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D ECEMBER 10 TH

Calling Out a Holy Nation
Scripture:Exodus 12:1-36
Story: Passover
Recap
Israel had been living in a foreign land and was enslaved for over 400 years. God decided it was time for them to
come home. He used a man named Moses, forming him as a leader for 40 years in the desert, before confronting
Pharaoh. God had sent nine plagues at this point. Finally, God made his final attack on the gods of the then most
powerful nation around. He sent his destroyer to kill every first born in Egypt, including livestock. He had a plan
for the Israelites to show them he loved them, and he would do what he said he would do. After the Israelites followed the instructions God gave them, they were asked to leave Egypt. As they left, they plundered Egypt of valuables, just as God had said would happen.
Central Truth/Point
Blood - blood is the key to avoiding destruction. A sacrifice was needed to break the bonds of slavery. God did not
need the blood to see who was an Israelite and who was an Egyptian. God needed to see who was willing to follow
his instructions. He had a plan for Israel, but it was not easy, and it needed faith. God does not always tell us to
do something because he needs it done but, rather He wants to know we are willing to follow his directions. Only
then can we fully experience what he has for us.
Invitation and Challenge
We have been enslaved by selfishness and sin for too long. God wants us to come back home. To live in His presence and love. It takes blood, a sacrifice, to remove us from the destroyer’s path. Jesus did that for us. “While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. It also takes obedience. Jeremiah 7:23 says, “Walk in obedience to all I command you, that it may go well with you.” I challenge you, as does God, to spend time in prayer
and reading today and see where God is trying to lead you. Then, “walk in obedience.”
Prayer
Lord, thank you for first loving me. Thank you for rescuing me from sin and death by your Son’s sacrifice. May
my heart be open to Your leading today, and may I obey your word. I know it doesn't always make sense, but you
have a reason for everything and I am just glad I get to be a part of Your work. Amen.
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Family Activity Options:
• Sometimes it’s hard to follow God’s instructions, such as honoring your parents or loving those around you.
But as we see in this story it is very important to listen when God tells you to do something. In those moments
we must trust that God is telling us the truth in order that we may live happy and full lives. God asked the Israelites to follow His command to put blood on their door, and they did! If you were in their shoes and God asked
you to do it, would you put blood on your door? Why or why not?
• Hold hands with your family members today and pray to God thanking God for loving us. Thank God for rescuing us from our sins. Ask that God may open our hearts to His plans and guiding in our lives.

Jeromy Lewis
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D ECEMBER 11 TH

Rules for Life
Scripture: Exodus 19:1-8;19:20-20:21
Story: The Ten Commandments
Recap
God had just finished delivering his chosen people from Egypt. There is no doubt that the people of Israel had
experienced God’s miracles in a mighty and life changing way. The path of the Israelites escape from Egypt was
finally reaching a moment of rest in the wilderness of Sinai, and for the first time, a real chance for safety and
prosperity. They were a people no longer bound in slavery to Egypt. However, God wanted his people not only to
be a people delivered, but also people who were righteous and worthy to be the His chosen.
Central Truth/Point
When we were kids our parents set rules and boundaries for us to teach and protect us. There were consequences when we made mistakes or broke the rules, but they did it from a place of love, and a desire to help us
live up to our full potential. God had the same vision for his chosen people. He was their heavenly father after
all, and wanted to not just deliver them, but to teach them the basic rules that would allow them to fully realize
God’s amazing plans and provisions for them. Anyone who has children, or cares for children, knows that they
can be defiant or reckless at times. Sometimes because they want to break a rule, but sometimes just because
they are too young to know what is best for them. As parents or caregivers, we must help guide them to learn,
sometimes the hard way, what they need to do to grow into mature adults. In the same way, God wanted to teach
his children the right way to live and to worship Him.
The Israelites had spent all or most of their lives in slavery to a people who worshiped pagan gods, and they witnessed idolatry and immoral things daily. Although they were God’s chosen, most of them would have to be retaught how to love God above all, love each other, and love themselves. God needed to lay the groundwork for
what being a follower of Christ meant. He also wanted to establish the groundwork for his vision for his created
and chosen. He wanted them to live “set apart” or different than the rest. To do that, they would need to adhere
to God’s laws.
Invitation and Challenge
Let’s face it…following the rules sometimes can be hard for us. Rules in general can feel confining or limiting, or
sometimes unattainable or judgmental. Sometimes we find ourselves avoiding them instead of facing the judgement and guilt that may come from accepting our failures to follow them perfectly. However, God didn’t create
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the commandments because he thought we would perfectly follow them. No! He knew we would fall short from
the beginning, but He wanted us to have His basic laws, so we would know what living for Him would look like.
God provided his rules for living etched in stone as a symbol for how we should etch them in our hearts daily.
God’s challenge for us has always been to follow him, and to live as his chosen. Although he knows we will never
be perfect, he wants us to strive to be our best and to steer clear of dangers and temptations that might keep us
from the life he intends for us. He also knew that following his rules for living would change us and show the
world how we are different as Christians. Just as an infant is born needing nurturing and guidance, so are we as
Christ followers. We require clear instructions and guidance to help us grow and mature as Christians. How
would a world that daily followed the Ten Commandments look? I challenge you to print off a copy of the Ten
Commandments and hang it in a place you can see daily. Strive to etch them into your heart daily and see how
living the way God intended for us opens the blessings in your life.
Prayer
Dear Lord, thank you for being a loving father who only wants the best for us and for providing rules and guidance for us. Thank you for being tough on us when we need it, but also for being gracious and forgiving to us
when we fall short. Lord, help us to strive to follow your commandments for our lives daily.
Family Activity Options:
• What kind of rules do your parents give you in order to keep you safe? In a similar way, God gave his people
rules to keep them safe and to give them the best life possible. Why are rules important? Can you think of any
rules or commandments God gives us to follow?
• Think of a “commandment” for today – a rule or law that you can follow today to better love God and those
around you more. If you have time, write or draw it on a piece of paper and cut it out to make it look like a tablet that the 10 Commandments were on.

Jennifer Hess
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D ECEMBER 12 TH

God is for Us
Scripture: Joshua 5:13-6:21
Story: Battle of Jericho
Recap
After fleeing from slavery in Egypt, Moses and the Israelites had finished their long, 40-year trek in the wilderness. After Moses’ death, God chose Joshua to lead the people into the long-awaited promised land. Under
Joshua’s leadership, the Israelites had crossed the Jordan River and were ready to take possession of the promised land. However, a massive obstacle blocked their way - the strong, fortified city of Jericho with its double
walls of stone. How would God’s people take this seemingly impenetrable city?
Central Truth/Point
God’s plan for victory must have seemed very strange to the Israelites. God told them to march around the city
(approximately 6 acres in size) one time per day for six days. Then on the seventh day, God told them to march
around the city seven times. After the seventh time, seven priests were to blow trumpets made of rams’ horns.
When the people heard the long blast of the trumpets, they were instructed to give a loud shout. What happened?
The people obeyed God’s plan; the walls came tumbling down; and God’s people were victorious.
Invitation and Challenge
If we were honest, we would probably admit that God’s ways do seem a bit strange. Think about it. Asking Noah
to build an ark when it had never rained before; selecting Abraham and Sarah and their dysfunctional family to
carry out His plan; asking the speech-impaired Moses to confront King Pharaoh and lead the Israelites out of
Egypt; picking the lowly Joseph and the teenager Mary to serve as the earthly parents to the King of Kings; and
sending Jesus to earth to be crucified on a cross. Strange methods indeed!
Perhaps God’s strategy for spiritual victory seems strange to us because His ways are opposite our inbred tendency to be self-sufficient. You see, God uses methods that humans consider foolish and powerless (1 Corinthians 1:27). Why? Because when we achieve spiritual victories, God wants everyone to know (including us) that is
was Him not us.
For Joshua and the Israelites, the secret to victory was simple: depend on God and follow His instructions to the
“T.” However, when they slipped back into “self-sufficient/self-centered mode,” they suffered terrible defeats.
The same is true for you and for me.
26

The exciting news is that God has a specific plan for your life. He wants to fill you with His power so that you can
enjoy spiritual victory. What “walls” are blocking your spiritual path? What obstacles stand in the way of your
spiritual forward progress? What strange thing has He asked you to do? If you want God to knock down those
obstacles and lead you to victory, you must be willing to become dependent on Him and follow His instructions.
Prayer
Dear God of Moses and Joshua, thank you for being a God of power and victory! Help us to realize that you want
to use us to carry out your plans for this world. May we humbly surrender to you, become dependent on you,
and follow your specific instructions. May we trust you by faith and follow your specific plan for victory, even
when it seems strange.
Family Activity Options:
• What is something that scares you? In this week’s story we see the Israelites approaching the city of Jericho.
That city was known as a big and powerful city, which made the Israelites scared. They were wondering how
they were going to take over the city. God instructed them to march around the city seven times, blow trumpets, and give a loud shout and the walls of the city would crash down. And guess what? They did! Although we
may not be able to bust down walls with a victory cry, we do have the power of God in us, through the Holy
Spirit, to look at our fears and defeat them with Christ’s power. What fears do you need to give over to God?

Tim Jordan
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D ECEMBER 13 TH

Never Abandoned
Scripture: Book of Ruth
Story: Naomi
Recap
Because of a great famine, Naomi and her family, husband and two sons moved to Moab. After her sons
were married, Naomi’s husband died, and then her sons died, before they had any children. With Judah’s
famine over, and left only with her daughters-in–law, Naomi decided to return home. Naomi tried to send
the daughters back to their families, but Ruth refused, and returned to Judah with Naomi. God provided
for Naomi and Ruth through the generosity of their relative, Boaz. Due to cultural law, a kinsmanredeemer male family member had to be found to save Naomi and Ruth from selling their land outside the
family, thereby losing family lineage and land ownership. Boaz found favor in Ruth and Naomi, bought
Naomi’s land, and married Ruth. Ruth and Boaz had a son, named Obed. Naomi continued to be blessed
by God. He graced her with a grandson, Obed. Obed was the great grandfather of King David.
Central Truth/Point
Being widowed, Naomi and Ruth had many needs. God provided for them. They needed food, God provided the fields where Ruth was safe to follow the harvesters. Ruth was able to collect barley and wheat.
They needed a kinsman-redeemer, God provided Boaz, a man who found favor with both Naomi and Ruth.
They needed male offspring to continue the family name, God provided Naomi’s grandson, Obed, through
the marriage of Ruth and Boaz.
Invitation and Challenge
As we wait, sometimes days turn into years, but God has a plan for us. Continue to be faithful to God, because he is always faithful to us. We see God giving to Naomi who had lost so much. She was given a grandson, a lineage to not only King David but to be an ancestor of Jesus. God knows what we need, even before
we do. Do we have the faith to live it out? Sometimes we must take the steps ourselves to solve our situation. Ruth acted to find the kinsman-redeemer she needed. She worked hard to gain favor with him.
Do we work to meet our needs, do we step out in faith? Or, do we sit on our hands and wonder why God
has not done for us? What steps can we take to make our prayers come true? Sometimes faith is “faith in
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action.” God may need us to be his hands, his feet. Ruth was collecting gain for their survival through winter, but God had plans to save the world through them.
Prayer
God, thank you for your goodness by providing for me, and all your people. You are always faithful.
Throughout time you have provided for your people. Even when we don’t see what you are doing for us,
give us the peace that comforts our heart. Because we know all good blessing come from you. Use me by
being your hands, feet, shoulders, and ears or however you need me to help others, to do your will. Allow
me to bring blessings on others through the gifts and talents you have given me. Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to serve you today. Amen.
“Kinsman redeemer” may need broken down for children and teens to understand.
Family Activity Options:
• Ruth took good care of her family, even when all hope seemed lost. Write down the names of each member of
your family. Then write a one-word prayer for each of them. What do they need from God?
• Boaz was a man of good character and recognized that Ruth and Naomi needed food. He cared so much about
them that he told his workers to look out for Ruth in the fields and to make sure she gets enough food. Boaz
was being a good friend in that moment. Who can you look out for today? Write down the name of someone on
your sports team or from school that you can help them today. What will you do to help them?

Dave and Diane Stvartak
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D ECEMBER 14 TH

Servant King
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-3
Story: David, Anointed King
Recap
Samuel is told by God to go to Jesse, saying He (God) has chosen one of Jesse’s sons to be the king of Israel. To Samuel’s surprise, God rejected the first seven sons Jesse presented. Samuel continued to focus on
the outward appearance of each son as an indicator of greatness, but God reminded him He looks at their
hearts. After the seven were rejected, Jesse, at Samuel’s prompting, summons his youngest son David, who
is tending sheep. When David arrives, God indicated David was His anointed one.
Central Truth/Point
The problem was that Samuel was relying on his own, human vision, which is not always in sync with
God’s vision. Throughout this passage, God was constantly challenging Samuel’s judgement, while reminding Samuel to seek the heart of men (and not outward appearance) for greatness. God’s ultimate selection
of David, a shepherd boy, to be King, shows us that unlikely people have favor in His ultimate plan.
Invitation and Challenge
I am sure that Samuel was getting frustrated that God would not settle on what Samuel considered an easy
decision. In the fast pace of life these days, we too might feel the same. Yet, it’s important to slow down
and remember, “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” Where, in your life, are you seeking easy and quick answers from
God? What do you need to do to allow Him to show you the unexpected answer? An answer perhaps
clothed in the humble, revealed to you when your heart is closed to your perspective and open to His path.
Prayer
Lord, thank you for reminding us to look at those around us as you do…less about appearance and more
about their heart. Help us to be less sure about what we want and take time to search your heart for the unexpected yet perfect answer that we seek.
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Family Activity Options:
• Draw each of Jesse’s sons, eight including David. What do you think they looked like? Did David look different
than his brothers? Samuel in the story focused on the outward appearance in looking for a king. What does
God want us to look at when we look at our friends, family, teachers, and teammates?

Dave Tippett
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D ECEMBER 15 TH

Wisdom
Scripture: 1 Kings 3:3-14
Story: Solomon Asks for Wisdom
Recap
Solomon was King David's son. He loved God and showed that by following the instructions that his father
gave him about God. He offered sacrifices to God, showing great honor, respect and love to God by giving
his best. In a dream, God said to Solomon to ask for whatever he wanted, and God would give it to him.
Solomon could have asked for anything, but instead he asked for wisdom (a discerning heart) to help govern God's people. God was pleased with his request and that Solomon was not selfish in his request Solomon was blessed not only with wisdom, but with wealth and a long life.
Central Truth/Point
Solomon could have viewed God as a magic genie, offering him a wish to receive anything he wanted. Instead, he viewed God as who He is, the Almighty God. With some wisdom already, he asked for wisdom to
govern God’s people well. Many times, we fall into the trap of asking God for all kinds of things for ourselves and we often are disappointed when we don’t receive them. Like James 4:3 says, “When you ask,
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”
Invitation
Think about this.... if you were Solomon, would you have listened to your father's instructions about God?
Would you have shown God great honor and respect? What would you really ask for if God gave you the
desires of your heart? How would you use that gift for God? I believe that Solomon was already on the road
to wisdom before he even asked for wisdom. How's that, you ask? I'm glad you asked. You see, he showed
respect to his father, David, honoring the requests/instructions his late father gave him about God. Another thing he did was to put God first and give God his very best. Also, he showed God great respect. Finally, he didn't ask for anything for selfish gain, but for the betterment of God's people, those around
himself.
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Prayer
I pray that in this Christmas season that you, Lord God, would search our hearts. Help us to set our eyes
on you and keep our focus on you, and keep you first. That is the beginning of true wisdom. Place in us a
discerning heart and mind full of wisdom to live for you and serve those around us with your love. Thank
you for your love and your Son Jesus, the reason why we celebrate this special holiday.
Family Activity Options:
• If God said to you that you can have anything you want, what would you ask for? In this weeks story we see
that Solomon was able to ask anything from God and he asked for wisdom. Why would this young king desire
wisdom? Where do you need wisdom and discernment in your life?
• Take 1 Kings 3:3-14 and read the story of Solomon. What details surprised you from King Solomon’s story? Try
to capture the entire story in only six words. Why did you chose those words?

Kim Durkovic
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D ECEMBER 16 TH

Who is God in Your Life?
Scripture: 1 Kings 18:16-46
Story: Elijah at Mount Carmel
Recap
This story has all the components of a good western – good guy, bad guy, milling crowd, suspense, bloody, final
showdown! The Israelites had hooked their camel spurs straddling the fence. They lived their lives indulging in
certain idol worship practices of the foreign god, Baal. Yet they still were going through the motions and paying
lip service to Yahweh, their faithful and true God. It was time for fence-sitting to end! A new sheriff had come to
town, and his name was Elijah! His job was to remind the Israelites just who was really in control. They had to
decide whose side they were on, once and for all. King Ahab detested him, and by golly, Elijah was going to be vulture bait before the hot sun could glint off his shiny new badge! Whoa! Wait just a cotton-pickin’ minute! What’s
this? A chance for Ahab to humiliate Elijah in front of the Israelites first? At his own game of choice? Let’s see…
odds: 450 Baal prophets to 1 Yahweh prophet? Yippee Ki-Yay! Ahab and his prophets were all in, ready to show
that no-good varmint who was really boss before sundown! The crowd stood silent, watching, waiting, anticipating. Let the contest begin! Though their pleas went unanswered, the Baal prophets didn’t surrender easily.
They had an audience of thousands of Israelites, who couldn’t make up their mind on which side of the fence to
hang their worship beads. Their own reputation, as well as Baal’s, was at stake. They would fight on to the finish! The Israelites’ worship-feeding on both Baal and Yahweh had led to God’s judgment of many years of severe
famine. The futile, daylong spectacle of Baal prophets yelling, dancing, cutting themselves bloody – with Elijah
goading them, awakened many Israelites to the ridiculous folly of depending on false gods, while still trying to
maintain appearances of being God’s chosen people. Elijah, humbly self-aware, prayed only once for the Lord to
remind them of his faithfulness. God answered mightily! The people saw the immediate provision of the One
True God of all. The contest was a wash, literally!
Central Truth/Point
This story is as much about you and me today as it was about the Israelites then. Do you attend church, maybe
even help a little, but your Bible is dusty, and your credit card overused? Does the rest of the church think you’re
great, but your family knows better? Have you knowingly chosen to sin, then prayed for the Lord to keep you free
from consequence? How many times has he answered that prayer? God is calling us to choose what and whom is
worthy of our worship, obedience, attention, and time.
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Invitation and Challenge
Are you a fence rider? Pursuing worldly idols of materialism, status, and habits that prove harmful and humiliating? Going through the motions of Christian lip service and pious appearance? Yahweh, the Babe of Bethlehem,
came humbly in a manger in answer to the prayer of his people and the fulfillment of God’s own promise of a
Messiah. You’ve often experienced His green pastures of mercy, grace, protection, and provision in powerful
ways just in the nick of time. You’ve also endured the humiliation and folly of worldly pursuits that drove you to
your knees, pleading for the Lord’s help. This Christmas, take stock of your life. What side of the fence are you
on? Or, are you riding the fence? Are you ready to unhook your spurs, climb down off the fence of indecision, and
plant your boots firmly on the side of your Savior? Are you ready to lie down in His green pastures alone? Confess the habits that lure you in search of greener pastures. Like Elijah, humbly declare that the Lord is God, who
is worthy of praise; you are his servant, and you choose to obey Him, alone. IF THE LORD IS GOD, FOLLOW HIM!
Prayer
Yahweh God, please forgive our foolish ways. Strengthen us to lead a life of truth and self-discipline: worshipping and following only your will for us. Hold us fast within the protective fence of your promises, protection,
mercy, and grace. We ask this in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• The story from today’s lesson featured a showdown between the prophet Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The
challenge was whichever god could send the fire down first, either the God of the Israelites or the god Baal,
would be the one true God. Create a poster adverting this event. Use your creativity and imagination to capture
the excitement of this event. As you draw, share with your family what happened at this event.
• Elijah was a bold prophet who trusted the Lord. Even when no one else believed in his God, the God of the Israelites, he still trusted. Are there times in your life when you find it hard to trust God? What about when people
at lunch don’t believe in Jesus or people on your sports team make fun of you for skipping practice for church.
How can we love yet be bold like Elijah was?

Mary Cribbs
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Week 3 - Rooted in the Promise
We do some funny things when we make a promise to others. Sometimes we pinky swear, sometimes we raise
our hand like we are a boy scout and sometimes we cross our heart and hope to die... God has done something
like that also. He put a rainbow in the sky when He promised to never again flood the entire world and He had a
smoking firepot and a blazing torch pass by Abraham when He was promising him many descendants and good
land.
John the Baptist was so good at what he did in preparing the way for Jesus, that some began to think John was
the Messiah they were waiting for. John quickly told them that he was not, because he knew who he was. He
knew another one was coming, who would be rooted in the promise that God will save His people.

Family Activity Options
• Make a Mask - Make a mask from a piece of paper. First write words or draw pictures of the qualities you see
in yourself. They can be positive or negative qualities. Next, over the top of what you just wrote or drew about
yourself, write or draw what God thinks of you. Remember God's point of view trumps our own.
• Be an Encourager - Encourage people you are with this week by telling them the good qualities that you see in
them. Be as specific as you can. It is much more impactful to say, "You are a talented painter," than to say,
"You are really cool."
• Make a Storyboard - This week's lessons were filled with hope and anticipation of the coming King.Make a storyboard timeline and draw a picture of each scene from the stories we covered. Use your imagination and creativity to bring each one to life. 1. Suffering Servant Prophecy; 2. Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall; 3. New Covenant; 4. Prophecy of Bethlehem; 5. Zechariah, Elizabeth, and little baby John; 6. Angel Visits Mary ;7. Angel
Visits Joseph.
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D ECEMBER 17 TH

Prophecy of the Servant
Scripture: Isaiah 53
Story: Suffering Servant Prophecy
Recap
Isaiah shares a prophecy of one who was to come whom God had chosen to suffer for his people. He was
to bear the pain of rejection, being despised and unwanted. Although he would have done nothing to deserve the pain and suffering he was to bear, he would bear it willingly and without complaint. Not only
was he to bear the emotional and physical pain, but he would also carry the burden of our sins, our bad
choices, our rebellion against God and he would do it willingly without complaint. How could it be that
God would choose His Only Son to suffer on our behalf?
Central Truth/Point
God’s love for humanity is amazing. There probably isn’t a single passage in the entire Bible that explains
and portrays the suffering of Jesus like Isaiah 53 does. It is so much more suffering than the pain of being
beaten and the crucifixion. It is the rejection by those he loves so much, the being ignored, the wrongs of
all of us laid upon him for him to bear without an unkind word spoken. Even more amazing is he came to
earth as a baby knowing full well this was the life he was to live, a life of serving and suffering for the sake
of others that those he would serve and suffer for might, might just recognize him and receive the gift he
was purchasing with his life. He did not just leave his throne in glory to become a baby, but through the
pain and suffering of a servant provide the greatest gift love could give.
Invitation and Challenge
We have been given such a great and expensive gift; a gift that no one else could ever possibly give. We
have been given the gift of a restored relationship with God and life everlasting. We have also been given
an example of how to live our lives as servants and loving others more than our own comfort. We struggle
with this serving thing and especially when it causes us to be uncomfortable, to suffer. Consider what Jesus suffered for you without complaint, how he was rejected and abused and yet, out of love, pressed forward so that you might have life abundantly. How will you follow his example of love? Where is God calling you to serve?
38

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for the gifts of love you have given me through Jesus. Help me not to just receive the blessings of your great love, but to follow his example in serving others even when it causes me
discomfort.
Family Activity Options:
• What is the best gift you’ve ever received at Christmas time from a parent or friend? What made that gift so special? In this week’s lesson we see some pretty intense language about the suffering of Jesus. As Christians, however, we know that when Jesus came as a baby he came for a purpose: to redeem creation by dying on a cross
and rising to life. This Christmas, we rejoice in the gift of Jesus Christ. What makes the gift of Jesus so special
to the world? Why should we rejoice as Christians?
• Jesus came to love, redeem, and serve others. How can you serve someone in your life this week?

Troy Durkovic
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D ECEMBER 18 TH

God Provides Where He Calls You
Scripture: Nehemiah 2
Story: Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall
Recap
Nehemiah learned about the destruction of his ancestral city, the humiliation of his people, and vulnerability of
those who had returned. While morning the loss of his home, he was called before King Artaxerxes. The king noticed that Nehemiah was upset, and inquired of the heartache. Nehemiah prayed, then explained the circumstances of his home and people. The king’s favor in Nehemiah allowed his return to Jerusalem with guards,
authority, and even resources needed to rebuild the city wall. Nehemiah returned home and explained to the local leaders what God had orchestrated through his relationship with the king. Nehemiah and the people began to
rebuild the wall despite the opposition of nearby leaders.
Central Truth/Point
Nehemiah was standing in front of the most powerful man in the known world at that time, and God gave him
the courage to explain the devastation to Jerusalem and then ask for help rebuilding the wall. Through Nehemiah’s relationship with the king, God orchestrated protection and resources for his people.
‘“Because he loves me” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for acknowledges my
name. He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and
honor him.”’ Psalm 91:14-15 (NIV)
In Psalm 91, God promises us that he will answer us when we call on him and will protect us, because we love
him. The fact is, we are going to face issues big and small every day. We get the choice on how we are going to
handle them. Either try to make the decisions on our own, or follow Nehemiah’s example, and pray for God’s
help and then step out in faith.
Invitation and Challenge
We have the power to involve God in every situation we face. Without prayer and faith, we force God to fit into
our little box of expectations. Do you try to carry burdens on your own without giving them to God? Are your
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prayers boxing God’s power in, or setting him free to lead? Are you waiting to involve God when you are out of
ideas? I encourage you to start praying for God to be involved in every situation, big or little. Then step aside and
let him take control.
Prayer
LORD GOD, please help me let you lead from the beginning. Use me as a tool to help your people re-build and
expand your kingdom. Give me wisdom to make decisions that glorify you. Provide me courage to step out boldly
when you call me out. Lord you are the creator and provider of all things and without you I will not succeed.
Thank you for loving me, and giving me my identity. Thank you for grace when I make mistakes. Amen.

Family Activity Options:
• Nehemiah began to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem, despite the opposition of nearby leaders. Make a list of
words that you would use to describe a leader like Nehemiah. How can you become a leader like Nehemiah in
your schools?
• On a piece of paper draw out as many bricks as you can. As you draw, have a parent or the Bible App read to
you Nehemiah 4:8-9, 21 and Nehemiah 6:9, 15. Write a phrase or word on as many bricks as you can in five
minutes. Use words to describe the thoughts, emotions, and feelings that the Jews and Nehemiah had as they
worked on the rebuilding the wall.

Jay Cribbs
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D ECEMBER 19 TH

Restoration
Scripture: Jeremiah 31: 31-34
Ezekiel 36: 24-28
Story: New Covenant
Recap
Once again, God’s chosen people turned their backs on him. They forgot the promise they made to serve him and
him only. His faithfulness to his people was expressed over and over. He rescued them from slavery in Egypt,
split the Red Sea to help them escape the Egyptian army, provided manna to meet their needs, dwelled among
them and showed them when to move and when to stay, protected them from harm, and led them to the promised land. Instead of keeping his commands and serving him with their whole hearts, they defiled his name and
made a mockery of his sovereignty. In turn, God’s temple had been destroyed and his people had been exiled.
Central Truth/Point
God’s people have been letting God down from the very beginning. The dance of wandering away, coming back
to God in desperation and wandering away yet again, is a story we see play out over and over through- out scripture. We are just like God’s chosen people. We let God down when we choose something other than his best for
us. When we ignore his leading. When we walk away from relationships when they get hard. We are so quick to
point fingers at those Israelites who never learned their lesson, all the while we are repeating the very same mistakes. Our hearts have become hard and we have forgotten the countless times that God has shown his faithfulness in the story of our lives. We have become so disconnected from him that we can no longer even hear the
whisper of his still small voice.
Invitation and Challenge
God says, “The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of
Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors…” God is doing a new work in the lives of his
people – one of restoration and forgiveness. The ultimate restoration of a new heart filled with his spirit alive inside of us was the promise we were given.
God has chosen us as his people and his gift of restoration is available to us all. What are some areas in your
heart that have turned to stone?
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Where in your life do you need God to breathe new life, to cleanse you with the spirit? Our brokenness can only
be healed by the one who sent his son to restore us to himself. God desires to draw his people out of exile unto
himself and dwell with us once again.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, we are sorry for all the times we have disappointed you. Forgive us for when we have taken
your love for granted. We long to dwell with you and be filled by your spirit. Thank you for the gift of a new
promise as a reminder that you are not defeated, and you are still in control of all that we encounter. You are our
God and we are your people. We celebrate the work you are doing in our lives as we are restored through the
birth of Jesus. Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• God’s people in the lesson turn their backs on God yet again. They forgot the promises of God and decided to
trust in their own strength. How do you think this made God feel? Even though God was heartbroken by their
disobedience, God never gave up on bringing His people into right relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.
Take time as a family and pray that God would forgive us for our sin and disobedience. Ask God for the gift of
restoration not only for your home, but also for the homes around you and for those in your community. Pray
“Come Lord Jesus, Come.”

Courtney Finkbeiner
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D ECEMBER 20 TH

A Coming King
Scripture: Micah 5:2-4
Story: Prophecy of Bethlehem
Recap
The nation of Israel, tribe of Judah, Davidic line is about to be wiped out completely. Once the most powerful nation on earth, Israel, God’s chosen people, are now the butt of all their enemy’s jokes. Because of Israel’s unfaithfulness God has allowed their enemies to pull them apart. But the God of Israel is about to display His power,
grace and mercy. God chooses the last tribe, the most insignificant village, not even important enough to appear
in the book of Joshua as a conquered city, to produce His chosen ruler. And when all seems completely lost this
new ruler, who has existed since the formation of the world, will stand and all will worship him.
Central Truth/Point
Hitting rock bottom is painful but it is also in those moments where God can reveal to us how powerful He can
be. In those moments of all is lost for Israel God sends a messenger with these words of hope. Yes, you disobeyed
me. Yes, you deserve destruction. Yes, I am still here. Yes, I will bring redemption not because of who you are but
because of who I am. When Jesus comes out of nowhere and reveals himself as the Son of God then you will see
the full character of God on display.
Invitation and Challenge
I live in fear of my past mistakes. My enemies have overwhelmed me. My god has abandoned me because of my
failures. So, I will try and fix it. I will try and fight my way out and if I die doing it then I probably deserve it. This
is how I lived for a season of my life, but this is not how we were created to live. We are not called to endure a defeated life. Because of Jesus we have hope. Have you experienced the hope Jesus brings? If not, why not? The alltime ruler of the world has been sent to redeem us and give us a fresh opportunity to display His power to the
world. If yes, why are you wasting it? How can you live a life reflective of your new redemptive life rather than
the defeated, broken one? Allow Jesus to bring significance into your life. This has always been God’s redemptive
plan since the apple was snatched off the tree in the garden of Eden.
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Prayer
God,
Hear my prayer…
May I feel the pain of my disobedience, but may I live in your hope.
May I see the destruction of our world clearly but share your redemptive story.
May we, as a church, offer the same grace and hope to those who are struggling around us.
Thank you for Jesus!
Amen.

Family Activity Options:
• We’ve learned in today’s lesson that although God’s people continue to mess up, God is not finished working
with and for His chosen people. There is hope for the coming King Jesus. Write on a piece of paper in big bubble letters “HOPE”. Take time with your family to write inside those letters what hope we have in Jesus. (ex.
hope of heaven, to face the coming day, to have new brothers and sisters in Christ). Finish this activity by coloring the picture and hang it up on your fridge to remind you that no matter how horribly we mess up, we have
hope through Jesus Christ.

Jacob Hawes
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D ECEMBER 21 ST

Overcoming Doubt
Scripture: Luke 1:57-79
Story: Zechariah and Elizabeth
Recap
Zechariah and Elizabeth had been in a trial of waiting. Zechariah was a priest who encountered visions with
God’s angels on multiple occasions. Elizabeth believed very much in God and his promises, yet was barren and
past the season of childbearing. I believe that in their trial of waiting they had times of doubt, confusion, and
wonder- “when will it be my turn?” “I wish it was me,” “why her/him, how long will this take?” Maybe they
didn’t speak voice their doubts, but I believe they had those inner thoughts. We think things like this all the time
in our everyday life. These doubts are what the devil uses against us. Zechariah encountered an angel of God
named Gabriel. Zechariah was immediately overcome with fear, and the first words Gabriel spoke were “Do not
be afraid.” Gabriel proceeded to explain to Zechariah that their prayers would be answered; Elizabeth would
bear a son, and to specifically name him John. Afterwards, Gabriel announced how John would go before Jesus
and prepare the way of God’s people. Zechariah questioned in disbelief, and the angel of God silenced him, resulting in the consequence of Zechariah being unable to speak. How many times do we question God, and try to
give him a better plan for what we want? God does provide a way; however, it is normally in a way we do not recognize.
Central Truth/ Point
There is a second part to this story, the Virgin Mary is also visited by Gabriel; and is given a vision of the conception of Jesus our Savior. Gabriel, in speaking with Mary, uses Elizabeth’s pregnancy in her old age as an example, promoting the known proclamation “For nothing is impossible with God.” This is an important truth in trusting God during our trials. After Elizabeth’s son is born, she encounters another trial when the world calls her son
Zechariah. Elizabeth chose to respond differently and called her son John, the world said “no, no – go get his father- Zechariah.” Zechariah still in silence, motioned for the writing tablet, then wrote His name is John. Immediately, Zechariah’s voice was restored, and he was filled with the Holy Spirit and praised God. We not only
praise God with our voices, but our actions, our writings and our thoughts.
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Invitation and Challenge
I would like to invite you to not compare yourself to others. God created each one of us in the image of his eye.
After the creation of man, God stated “all that he made was very good.” This means we are all good, and most importantly, we are independently loved deeply by our heavenly Father. Sometimes in life as we see others prosper,
we feel left out and even become jealous of what others have. God invites each one of us to enjoy the good life he
created. We must first choose him, then trust that even when we are in the midst of darkness, he is the light to
see us through. We should not expect what God gives to someone else to come to us, as God has plenty of promises and abundance for each one of us. His abundance does not run out, not ever.
The world we live in challenges us every day to pull away from God. This is not anything new, and honestly it
will not change. What we can change is our response within the world. Learn from Zechariah. When in a trial,
keep your spirits up, keep praising God, and keep believing in God. Choose to stay in God’s peace, in His rest
and in faith during your trials, and trust that God will provide. How? Do not be afraid when you start to feel the
intensity of fear, worry/doubt, or distress. These are the warning signs our body uses to tell us to stop and take a
breath. Sit with God and say, “God, I don’t know how this is going to work out, but I am going to trust that you
have got this. Show me what you need me to do and I will do it.” Choose to live your life trusting that God ultimately has a better plan for you than the one you have for yourself.
Prayer
God, I choose to follow you and trust that you are my heavenly Father, knowing what is best for me. Show me in
times of trials when to stop and take a time out to draw close to you. God, I ask you to change my perspective of
worldly distractions, and see you more clearly. Guide my thoughts purposely toward you Lord, so my focus is in
trusting you to provide what I need every day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Family Activity Options:
• The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth is yet another story about waiting on the promises of God. As we continue to read the story the waiting is almost over! Zechariah and Elizabeth are told by an angel they were going
to have a baby named John. With your family, write up a baby announcement for baby John. You can talk
about the angel that visited Zechariah, how John got his name, or the kind of man that we hope he will be.
Also, feel free to write little phrases on the announcement, such as “The waiting is over!” or “nothing is impossible with God!”.
• Zechariah lost his voice when he questioned the angel Gabriel’s announcement of Zechariah and Elizabeth having a baby. Have you ever lost your voice before? With your family, try to explain what you had for lunch today
or what you did in school without using your voice! How hard do you think it was for Zechariah to communicate to Elizabeth during his time of silence?
Nichole Bundy
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D ECEMBER 22 ND

Willing
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
Story: An Angel Visits Mary
Recap
Mary was an ordinary young girl, preparing for her wedding to Joseph, when she received an extraordinary visit from an angel of the Lord. Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel, who told her she had found favor with God and, even though she was a virgin, she would give birth to a son. Not just any son, but the
Son of the Most High. While there was nothing remarkable about her, God chose her for the remarkable
task of giving birth to His Only Son. Mary knew this news would change her life forever. Conceiving a child
before her wedding would give Joseph grounds to call off their engagement, leaving her with a less than
desirable reputation. Yet, she didn’t hesitate to say, “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” With a willing heart, she accepted this astounding call from God.
Central Truth/Point
What if Mary had said no? How would the story have changed? Mary would likely have gone on to be an
ordinary Jewish wife to Joseph, and probably a mother to ordinary children. Her life may not have been
impacted much, but our redemption story may have been drastically altered! Thankfully, we’ll never know,
because Mary responded to God’s call with a resounding “Yes!” We know from scripture that Mary was not
the first ordinary person called to play a large part in God’s plan, and she certainly was not the last.
Like Mary, you probably have a plan for how your life ought to go. When God calls and asks you to follow
his plan instead, saying yes may mean sacrificing your own great ideas. You can drag your feet, pretending
not to hear Him. You can even try negotiating with God, to make sure you’re not too inconvenienced by
His call. However, God calls us not only to say yes, but to do so with a willing heart. He wants us to want to
be a part of His story, to be ready and waiting for His call. Imagine how much greater God’s plans for us
are! We should be willing and open to whatever he has in mind, ready to say, “Yes, Lord! Here I am to
serve you!”
Invitation and Challenge
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While you may not be called to give birth to a King, you can bet that God will break into your life unexpectedly. How often does God ask regular people to do great things to further his Kingdom? Even if you feel
afraid or unqualified for the role you’ve been assigned, remember that, like Mary, God has chosen you as
an integral part of his perfect plan. Also like Mary, when we say yes, we are saying yes to a God who keeps
His promises. Mary knew she was able to trust in God because she experienced this firsthand. She was told
she would receive the Holy Spirit and was also told Elizabeth had conceived a child after Elizabeth was told
she couldn't bear any more children. Mary was able to see God fulfilling His promises in the lives of the
people around her, and we can look to Mary’s experience as an example of God fulfilling yet another promise. Knowing that you can trust God, when He calls you to do the extraordinary, will you respond with a
willing heart?
Prayer
Lord, I am so thankful that Mary said yes to Your call with a willing heart. I pray that whatever You call me
to do, be it great or small, ordinary or extraordinary, I respond with my heart open wide and eager to say,
“I am Your servant. May Your will be done in me.”

Family Activity Options:
• Imagine with your family what would have happened in the story if Mary had said no to the angel. What if
Mary would have said no to the angel about having baby Jesus? How would the story look different? What do
you think the angel would say? Thankfully, Mary was obedient to God and to God’s plans for her life.
• Read Luke 1:26-38 and imagine this story from Mary’s point of view. Take out a piece of paper and draw a
large thought bubble. In the thought bubble, write down what you think was the most meaningful thing for her
to hear. Write down any emotions or thoughts she had during this conversation with the angel.

Karleen England
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D ECEMBER 23 RD

Faithful
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-23
Story: Joseph
Recap
Joseph is devastated. The woman he is to marry is pregnant with someone else’s baby. In his hurt, he doesn’t
want to destroy Mary so is planning a quiet divorce (engagements in their day required divorce to end). In a
dream, the angel of the Lord reveals that the baby does belong to someone else, the Holy Spirit. The son she will
give birth to is to be named Jesus and will be special because he will save people from their sins. When Joseph
wakes up, he did what the angel commanded and took Mary home as his wife.
Central Truth/Point
Whenever I asked my grandma how she was doing she would reply, “Slow but sure.” In a time where speed and
flashy were valued she aimed to be slow and sure. Not sure about the slow, but Joseph was sure. Joseph was
sure, or faithful to his principles and to His God. The law said adultery deserved death, but Joseph was faithful
to honor others and decides to deal with Mary privately and quietly. When God shared with him a crazy story of
immaculate conception and that Mary would give birth to the promised one, he is faithful to do as he is asked.
Faithfulness requires sacrifice. It appears there was no weeklong wedding party or the chance to start his married life off like he dreamed, but he sacrificed to be a part of God’s plan to redeem the world.
Invitation and Challenge
The challenge of God to Joseph is clear in this passage. Don’t do what you want to do or what you think is best
because I am doing something different. Follow me and my plan. The invitation is easy to overlook but is there.
God loves Joseph so much he has an angel visit him in a dream. He invites Joseph to a role in His redemptive
plan as the earthly father of the messiah. God was the one who invited and challenged Joseph and Joseph responded in faithfulness.
Take a minute and think back on this time of advent and then this time last year. Where have you seen God be
faithful to you? Is there anything you think that God may be calling you to but are hesitant because of what it will
cost you or it seems to be unbelievable?
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God’s plans and directions may not always make sense and may take us in directions we were not intending to
go. He invites us into his family, to be his son or daughter and challenges us to represent Him well. Today, be
faithful or as my grandma would say, “slow and sure.”
Prayer
Kind Father, thank you for inviting us into your family and into your plan to redeem this world. Slow us down
today so that we can see where you are leading us and help us to be faithful to follow you.

Family Activity Options:
• Joseph had a pretty crazy dream encounter with an angel in this lesson. Although we’ve all had weird dreams,
this one tops them all! The coolest part of this lesson is God’s love for Joseph and desire for Joseph to be a part
of this epic redemption story, starting with the birth of Jesus. How do you think Joseph felt knowing that he
would be a character in this amazing story? What does it mean to you knowing that you are also a character in
God’s redeeming story?

Brandon Williams
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Week 4 - Rooted in the Perfection
Some in the construction field use the saying, "Do your best and caulk the rest." There are also many houses and
buildings that have A LOT of caulk in them. In many situations of our lives, we strive for perfection but have to
settle for doing our best and covering the imperfections with caulk.
God's perfect plan hit a snag very early on as humans chose their own way over God's. As the preparations are
being made for the Messiah to enter earth, God doesn't go to what most people would think of as the perfect candidate to the be the mother of Jesus. Instead he goes to Bethlehem in Galilee, to a young girl who is engaged to
be married.
This was God's plan to bring Shalom to earth. We use the word peace to translate Shalom but it is more than
peace of mind or absence of conflict. Shalom is “the way things ought to be.”
Family Activity Options
• The Perfect Day - Draw or write out the details of what you think would be your perfect day. Don't forget to
add in who would be there with you and what you would do.
• Survey Your Week - For an entire day later this week, write down where you go and what you do. Take notice
of the moments you can bring Shalom to others through the power of Holy Spirit. As Christians, we are part of
God’s grand story of redemption. Through the ordinary moments of life, we can be like Jesus and bring Shalom
to others. Let God use your happy and crappy and every “mediocre” moment in-between. Let the ordinary become the extraordinary for God.
• Recap Advent - Look back at the pictures of all the stories. How many of the stories can you remember from
only looking at the picture. Make it a game and see who has the perfect memory.
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D ECEMBER 24 TH

Joyful
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20
Story: Birth of Jesus
Recap
This was the big moment! This was the arrival of Jesus, the son of man. Joseph and Mary were traveling to Bethlehem to be counted in a census and it was at this time Jesus was born. Unfortunately, because of a full inn, Jesus was wrapped and placed in a manger.
After Jesus was born, an angel appeared to a group of shepherds in a field in the same region as Jesus’ birth. At
first, they were afraid, but the angel told them that Jesus was born! The sign for this miracle would be the baby
Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes. As soon as the shepherds were told this, heaven broke out into praises. The
shepherds then went to visit Jesus and after their visit returned “glorifying and praising God.”
Central Truth/Point
It was almost as if the angels couldn’t wait to tell those who were nearby the great news of Jesus! As soon as they
told the shepherds they began praising God. What an amazing thing to witness as the shepherds. The shepherds
had the same reaction when they went to visit Jesus. The savior was born! The only reaction they could have with
encountering Jesus was an overabundant joy. If you’ve ever been around a newborn, you can’t help but smile, but
I have to imagine that this was that same feeling multiplied beyond anything we can try to comprehend.
What God promised through the generations came true, but in a unique way. Jesus came to us in the most vulnerable position a human being can be in, a baby. He did not come to conquer through force or to claim a throne. He
came to experience the life we all experience. Jesus was reliant upon the love and support of Mary and Joseph to
grow and survive. I think that there is great joy in knowing that the almighty God humbled himself not only to go
to the cross, but also to come into this world as a baby.
Invitation and Challenge
When we submit to God by the saving grace of Christ, we are often said to be "born again." I challenge you take
that phrase seriously every day. When we come to know Christ, let us first be full of overwhelming joy that God
has fulfilled his promises, and then let us learn to humble ourselves as God did and enter a state of total vulnerability and dependence.
54

It will take effort to spend time glorifying God. The shepherds had an immediate reaction, but they also followed
it up with action. They went to Jesus and worshiped in his presence. We too must go somewhere to bask in that
joyfulness. It does not need to be a location, but perhaps a time of day. The simple act of setting apart time to be
in the presence of God is a way to humble ourselves and recognize that we need to be dependent on God. So, set
aside time in your day to be with God and pray the following prayer:
Prayer
Lord, I ask you to fill my heart with joy that the savior was born and understands the struggles I face. Humble me
that I can be like Jesus, vulnerable and totally dependent on you.
Family Activity Options:
• This weeks lesson is filled with praise and rejoicing not only from those on earth, but those in heaven. The Savior is born! Take time today to sing a Christmas song with your family, such as Silent Night or O Little Town of
Bethlehem. While you are singing feel free to express your gratitude and praise to God with smiles, cheering,
dancing, etc.
• Jesus is born! This is good news and the best gift ever! Better than that newest game system or your new rad
outfit. The Hope of the world has come! No matter how old you are or how much money you have, this gift of
Jesus is a gift that you can give this year to as many people as you can. Tell a friend, family member, teacher,
coach, etc. about the true meaning of Christmas.

Jeremy England
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D ECEMBER 25 TH

Worship The King

Scripture: John 1:1-14
Story: Jesus has come
Recap
This is the day that the world has been waiting for: the arrival of Jesus! As we know, Christmas Day is more than
just a day of presents and food; it is the day that Jesus, the Word made flesh, came to earth. This is the time of
year where we must slow down not only to acknowledge Jesus’ arrival, but to also acknowledge what it truly
means that Jesus would come to earth for us. Jesus, the second person in the triune Godhead, chose to come to
earth and make His dwelling among us in order to truly and thoroughly live into what it means to be human so
that we may be set free from the power of sin. Christmas Day is a day to rejoice that the light and life of the world
has come for us!
When I think of Jesus coming to earth, I cannot help but be overcome with gladness. The same Jesus that came
to earth is the same Jesus that was there at the beginning of creation. Jesus knew full well what He was getting
himself into when He decided to come to earth. He knew how dark and evil this world was, and yet, He chose to
come and be the light: a light that the darkness could not overcome (John 1:5). Because Jesus came, we can be
saved and brought into a right and genuine relationship with the Father. We can now become children of God!
The weary world now rejoices, because the Word of God has come.
Central Truth/Point
Jesus as entered creation to bring light and life to all who would believe. Because Jesus stepped into our world,
we can now be set free and have the blessing to step into His. This is a reason to rejoice and worship the King!
We’ve seen His glory, grace, and truth displayed for the world to see, and now it is time for us to rejoice in worship for this gift of life and love.
Whenever I think of worship, I think of a bottle of soda pop shook up and opened shortly after. What happens to
the soda pop in the bottle? It goes all over; the soda pop cannot help but react in this way. The same is true when
we hear of Jesus coming to earth. When we seek the Lord during Advent, we should feel as though we are a bottle
of soda pop all shook up with excitement. And come Christmas Day, we can’t help but worship the one who came
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to this earth for us and for all of creation! Jesus is the one who stepped out into darkness in order to give us life,
and life abundantly. When we start to understand the significance of the Word becoming flesh, we can’t help but
worship Jesus. Like a bottle of soda pop, we can’t help but react in praise and gratitude that Jesus put on flesh to
live among His creation.
Invitation and Challenge
Today we have a reason to celebrate. The Light of the world has come and our hope is found in Him. The Jesus
that was in the beginning of creation is the same Jesus we celebrate and worship today. That same Jesus also
died for our sins, overcame the darkness, and rose from the grave. Now, by the grace and power of the Holy
Spirit, we have access to God the Father because Jesus came to earth to bring us life. Today, I pray you gather
with friends and family and reflect on this wonderful news of Jesus coming to earth. I encourage you to sing
songs of praise and express yourself in worship, however your heart desires. Celebrate the one who has made all
things new and continues to make all things new in your life and in the life of the world.
Prayer
Jesus, thank you for coming to earth. Thank you for stepping out into the darkness of our lives to be the light.
Your glory and love bring us humbly to our knees and all we can say today is “thank you”. Thank you for living
life among us so that we can live with you, both now and forever. Today, let us worship you with gladness and
cheer. And as the Christmas festivities wind down, I ask that the same light that you brought to the hearts of your
creation that day in Bethlehem continues to burn brightly in our hearts as we remain in You both now and forever. Amen

Amanda Sparks
57

