December 2017

Celebrate the Christmas season
at “a church called Christ”
Advent Worship
Saturday, December 2, at 6 PM
Sunday, December 3, at 8:30, 9:45 & 11 AM
Sunday, December 10, at 8:30, 9:45 & 11 AM
Saturday, December 16, at 6 PM
Sunday, December 17, at 8:30, 9:45 & 11 AM

Musical - There is Peace in the World Tonight
Friday, December 9, at 7 PM, Saturday, December 10, at 6 PM,
and Sunday, December 11, at 3 PM

A “Quiet Christmas” Worship Service
Wednesday, December 20, at 7 PM

Church-Wide Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 21,
Covered-Dish Dinner at 6:00 PM

One Christmas Eve Day Worship Service
Sunday, December 24, at 10 AM

Christmas Eve
Candle Lighting Services
4 PM with the
Cutting Edge Singers
7 PM with the
Encounter Singers
11 PM with the
Celebration Choir

by Susan Robinson, Musical Director

The Celebration Choir will present
its 2017 Christmas musical, There is
Peace in the World Tonight, on
Friday, December 8, at 7 PM, Saturday, December 9, at 6 PM, and
Sunday, December 10, at 3 PM.
Admission is free, and the nursery
will be available for all performances.
One of our current young-adult
choir members, who sang with us
when we presented this musical ten
years ago, remembered a particular
quote, which she recited at our first
rehearsal this year — “Peace is not
the absence of conflict ... peace is the
presence of God.” How powerful!
Peace on earth. Has there ever been
such a thing? Will there ever be? If
we choose to believe that God’s
Word is true, then we must refine our
understanding of peace.
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled, and
do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)
May we be instruments, used by
God, to live out and reach others
with the Good News. Glory to God
in the highest!
“There is Peace in the World
Tonight.”

Cancer Kits delivered
in November ...
more to be assembled
in February
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

Sewing Group will
meet on December 7
— come join them
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

The Sewing Group will meet
at 9:30 AM, on December 7, at
my house. All are welcome, and
we will be working on dresses,
shorts, sanitary pads, sleeping
mats for children, and cat beds
for cat rescue groups. If you
have cotton material, t-shirts,
pillowcases, or white cotton
material you would like to
donate to us, please place it in
the wooden Cancer Kit box in
the church lobby. For more
information or directions, contact me at 410-749-9215.
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We assembled another 80 kits
in November, with 30 going to
the Radiation Oncology Department at PRMC and 50 kits to
Women Supporting Women.
You, as a congregation, have
been so very giving with all the
items you have donated
throughout the year, and we
appreciate it more than you can
ever know.
We will be preparing kits
again on February 20.
May each of you have a very
special and blessed Christmas.

You too can live
debt-free and have
financial peace.
By Teresa Niblett, Coordinator

Are you interested in learning
how to live debt-free, invest,
and make wise spending
decisions?
Christ UM Church is excited
to host Dave Ramsey’s nineweek Financial Peace class,
starting on Tuesday, January 23.

Red Bird Mission may
have the Christmas
gift you are looking
for ... check it out!

Interested in learning
more? Visit https://fpu.com, or
contact me at 443-614-496 or
teresa.niblett@peninsula.org.
Sign-up forms will be in the
church bulletins.

By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

We have sent in over 2000
Boxtops and Fund for Education
Labels, and Red Bird Mission
is so very appreciative of any
and all help they receive. The
people of Appalachia are living
in a depressed area, and their
needs are many.
If you like handmade toys for
your children or grandchildren
or need a unique gift for someone on your list, check out the
Craft section on their website at
rbmission.org.
Thanks again for saving and
sharing your Boxtops with us.

We continue to
support Project Linus
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

We continue to make baby
blankets for this organization.
These blankets are placed in
hospitals and rescue equipment
for babies and small children. If
you would like to donate fleece
for this project, ¾ yard will
make two baby quilts.
This is a no-sew project and
easy for anyone to do, so join us
if you like to work on crafts.
For more information, contact
me at 410-749-9215.

“’Tis the season to be jolly!”,
but not everyone feels that way.
How can you help?
By: Kelly-Anne Grammes, Aging GRACEfully Coordinator

Sometimes, this action
is easier said than done.
Many people get the
holiday blues, especially older adults,
people who have
just lost a loved one,
or people who have
received bad news.
By rallying around parents/
grandparents, aunts/uncles,
friends, or other relatives, you
can help them continue traditions and create new memories.
* For someone who is unable
to get all their holiday decorations in place, make decorating
their home a new holiday tradition for you and your family.
Grandchildren and friends can
get involved by retrieving the
boxes from the basement or
attic or by decorating the tree.
Take time to reminisce about
some of the special ornaments.
* Help someone cheer up by
making them feel useful. Include them in preparations, and
invite them to holiday activities.
For example, someone who may
be sad because he /she is no
longer hosting Christmas dinner
can still help prepare some of
the meal. Plus. it’s a wonderful
way to share responsibilities
and traditions.
* Offer to drive your loved
one to a religious service or
Christmas musical and attend
with him or her.
* Help someone with their
holiday shopping. If money is a
concern, find inexpensive gifts
for grandchildren that the
grandparents can give.

* If you don’t live close
by, make an extra effort
to communicate during
the holiday season. Be
sure to send a greeting
card in the mail. Also,
make a few quick phone
calls to stay connected.
If your loved one doesn’t have plans for the
holidays, suggest he or she
volunteer at a soup kitchen or
hospital. Encourage them to
make plans with friends.
Also a few things to keep in
mind:
* Older people with cognitive
impairment may become confused and frustrated by large
crowds at holiday gatherings.
* Watch to make sure your
loved one does not drown his/
her sorrows in alcohol. Alcohol
does not mix with many medications. In addition, the way the
body handles alcohol can
change with age.
* Caregivers can also feel
more stress during the holiday
season. Their life is already
packed taking care of their own
life, as well as someone else’s.
The holidays bring extra duties,
so offer to assist any way you
can.
With all the wonderful things
the Christmas season has to
offer, it also has much for us to
do. Be aware that everything
does not need to be perfect, and
allow for relaxation by listening
to inspirational music or watching a favorite Christmas movie.
Do not lose sight of the real
reason for the season ... Jesus!!

Sweet Potato Sale
benefits Sunday
School renovations
By Paul and Irene Phillips, Chairpersons

The pots and mixers have been
cleaned and put away, and the
oven has been turned off to end
the 2017 Sweet Potato season.
Sales for this annual threeday cooking, mixing, rolling,
baking, and delivering project
totaled $5,600. Without the
generous time, talent, and
treasurers of the Kitchen Crew,
the CUMC salespersons, and
the overwhelming response of
the community, this event
would be impossible. Profits
from this sale are earmarked for
the Sunday School Project.
P.S. We welcomed Erin
McCoy and Hannah Littleton to
the team!

Men of the Church will
discuss the “future”
on December 9
By Danny Boggs, Chairperson

The “Men of the Church”
chose to spend its November
meeting volunteering at the Fall
Festival. Thanks to the men
who came out to help.
The next meeting will be on
December 9, at 8 AM. We will
be firming up some changes that
have been discussed recently for
next year, so come share your
suggestions and make your
voice heard. New faces and
ideas are always welcome!

Plarn Committee
seeks yarn for their
next endeavors
By Donna Blackwell

Support
“PJs for Christmas”
By Irene Phillips, Superintendent

Several years ago, Sunday
School teachers, Ruth Hastings
and Sandy Ramses, started “PJs
for Christmas,” an outreach
mission project, whose goal
is to provide disadvantaged
children with a new pair of
pajamas for Christmas morning.
They were later joined in this
endeavor by Emily Richey’s
Spanish Class, at Delmar High
School.
Donations of new PJs will be
accepted until December 10,
during the Sunday School hour.
Working with HALO, the
pajamas will be distributed in
time for Christmas.
On Sunday, December 10, all
Sunday School students and
teachers are encouraged to wear
their PJs to show their support
and emphasize to our children
the importance of this project.

Imagination Play Set
closer to becoming
a reality
By Danny Boggs, Coordinator

The deposit has been paid for
the Imagination Play Set, and
the timbers and mulch will be
going down in the next few
weeks. Then, we just wait for
the play set to arrive.

We have almost finished the
original plarn project of creating sleeping mats for the homeless from plastic grocery bags.
Recently, twelve mats were
delivered to enthusiastic and
receptive recipients at H.O.P.E.
They were very pleased and
grateful when they saw them;
each with their own carrying
bag. We are currently using up
the bags you have donated – we
do not need more bags.
However, we will gratefully
accept your leftover yarn – any
type or weight. We are working
on several different projects and
can use any yarn you may have.
The next projects are scarves
and hats for the homeless,
maybe some mittens for the
more adventurous among us,
and helmet liners for Project
We Care (for our troops overseas). With baby yarn, we will
make blankets for the labor and
delivery department at PRMC
and hats for the babies.
The committee continues to
meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday
of each month in the Education
Building, at 4:30 PM. Please
come out and join us. And if
you don’t knit or crochet, come
anyway, as we have teachers for
both who are happy to share
their skills.
If you know of a worthy local
organization seeking handcrafted items, please let us
know; we are anxious to share
our skills and your yarn!

Fall Festival 2017
was a huge success!
By Paul and Irene Phillips, Chairpersons

Under a sunny sky and temps
in the 40’s, over 500 people
attended Fall Festival 2017.
A special thank-you to the
60-plus volunteers who made
this a success! Until all of our
expenses are reconciled, a final
net figure is unavailable, but it
is estimated CUMC will clear
over $14,000. This money is
earmarked for the projected
Sunday School upgrades.
A special thank-you to each
volunteer, donor, and attendee;
without you, this would have
been impossible!!

Trustees
install railings
for your safety
By Paul Phillips, Trustee Chairperson

You asked, we responded.
In order to insure the safety of
our church family members and
visitors, handrails have been
installed next to three entrances
to the church — the door into
the extended foyer, the door
under the carport on the side of
the building by Fellowship Hall,
and the door to the kitchen’s
serving area.
If you see something that
needs to be addressed, please
feel free to contact your
Trustees! It’s what we do!!

Church-wide
Christmas Dinner
will be celebrated on
“Third Thursday”!
By Danny Boggs,
Fun and Food Chairperson

Meet our newest
“official” members
By Judy Grim, Membership Secretary

During November’s Membership Weekend, Christ Church
added ten adults to its membership roll. A hearty welcome to
all of you from your fellow
worshipers at “a church called
Christ.”
During the 6 PM Saturday Nite
Lite service, we welcomed Bill
Davis, Dawn Nichols, Peggy
and Billy Wilkins, Brad
Wilkins, and Brittany Wilkins.
At the 9:45 AM Encounter
service, Mike and Cindy
McIntyre joined us.
And at the 11 AM Celebration
service, Virginia Bender and
Betty Lou Melvin became the
newest members of our church
family.
This month, let’s meet the
Wilkins. Peggy and Billy
Wilkins live in Powellville,
Maryland, with their two
children, Brad and Brittany.
Peggy is a Community Health
Outreach Worker with the
Worcester County Health Department, and Billy is a metal
stud mechanic at Spacecon,
LLC.
They enjoy motorcycle riding
and going to the beach. They
started coming to our church
because their children were
attending and talked about how
much they enjoyed it. Peggy
shared that they appreciate that
everyone makes them feel like
they belong here.

Our Third Thursday dinner,
on December 21, will feature
the traditional church-wide
Christmas Dinner. The church
will provide the turkey, ham,
mashed potatoes, dressing,
string beans, tea, coffee, and
water.

“a church called
Christ” is going to the
dogs this Christmas!

Suggested covered-dish ideas
include salads, cranberry sauce,
sweet potato casseroles, vegetables, bread, and, certainly,
desserts.

To celebrate Jesus’
birthday this year
we are giving an $8,500
gift to VetDogs!

Come join your church family
friends, and enjoy a delicious
meal before the holiday weekend begins!

VetDogs was created to
provide enhanced mobility
and renewed independence
to veterans with disabilities,
allowing them to once again
live with pride and self-reliance.

Time, Treasure, and
Talent = Stewardship
By Irene Phillips,
Stewardship Chairperson

This is an equation that is
believed to be overwhelming,
and it is viewed as a sacrifice —
unattainable and beyond ones
capability. While in reality,
stewardship is a part of our
everyday life. Fall Festival 2017
was a perfect example of
CUMC members’ stewardship!
Countless hours of time were
given, treasures were donated
beyond expectations, and creative talents were freely shared.
Youth and seniors worked sideby-side, parents worked with
their children, and strangers felt
the welcoming warmth of our
people.
Stewardship is alive and well
at CUMC like never before ...
and may it continue!

Not only does a service dog
provide support with daily
activities, it also provides the
motivation to tackle new
challenges. A gift of $8,500
provides room, board, training
and transportation for a full
class of students.
You can change the life of a
Veteran as a Christmas present
to Jesus!

Just drop your
donation in the
“Dog House”
in the foyer.

Christmas is a time to “get on board” with Jesus
By Rev. Kevin Gillespie, Associate Pastor

Wishing you
blessings at
Christmas —
through worship
By Terri Boggs, Worship Chairperson

I think about all the services
and special worship events
which happen “at a church
called Christ” and the many
people who work tirelessly
every week to make all of this
come together. I know there are
others who attend the services
and marvel at how seamlessly
things work together, week after
week, month after month, and
year after year.
I cannot begin to say “THANK
YOU” enough to each and every
one who makes this possible. I
DO know what you do and how
much YOU are willing to give!
I feel so blessed to work with
such an AWESOME worship
team! What a BLESSING you
are to so many each week!
Some you realize, and many
you do not.
Please consider bringing
someone you love to one of our
services during this Advent and
Christmas season. It may just be
the best present you ever gave
them – the gift of new life in
Christ.
It is with a sincere heart that I
say “THANK YOU” and wish
you and all of those who are
special to you many, many
BLESSINGS for a PEACEFUL
and SPECIAL Christmas. I look
forward to doing it all again
next year.

A few years ago,
one of my favorite
movies, “The Polar
Express,” based on
an award-winning
book, was released.
I loved the book, so
I couldn’t wait to
see the movie.
When my son,
Ryan, received his
book years ago, it
came with a bell.
The story tells you
that as long as you believe in
Christmas, you can hear the
bell. If you can’t hear it ring,
you no longer believe. One of
my favorite parts of the book is
when the young boy is trying to
decide whether or not to board
the train. Sometimes in life, it
is difficult to make that final
decision to get on board.
As a people of faith, we have
made a decision to get on board
with Christ. Oddly enough,
Christmas is one of the most
difficult times of the year to
stay on board.
The world is pulling us this
way and that. We need to attend
this function and another. If we
truly love our child, we will buy
him or her this and that. Before
you know it, the meaning of this
beautiful season is lost in the
chaos. We might have been on
board with Christ, but suddenly
we find ourselves caught up on
the worldly train, and we’re
completely unaware we have
abandoned the values of Christ
in favor of the values of the
world. While we made the correct decision to get on board
with Christ, we aren’t always
successful in staying on board.
Christmas is to be a time of
peace, reflection, and gratitude.

It is a time to remember and reflect on the
birth of our Savior,
who entered this
world on our behalf
simply and peacefully. At His birth and
throughout His ministry, Jesus reminds us
of what is important
in life. What is important in life is peace,
the love that we share
with family and each
other, and the gift we received
through the Christ child, which
is eternal life. These three gifts
span eternity and will never
leave us. Everything else stays
in this world. Christmas is indeed a time of peace, reflection,
and gratitude.
As a people of faith, we must
try to not get caught up in the
chaos of this season. The people
we encounter should not have to
question which train we’re riding
this season. We must strive to
stay off the chaos train. Let’s
work to make sure we stay on
board with Christ this year. Are
you on board? I am …
But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will
be for all the people. today in
the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” Luke 2:10-12

Out with the old
and in with
the new at the
New Year’s Eve
Prayer Vigil
By Donna Blackwell,
Chairperson

2017 has been quite
a year, and some are
anxious for it to go into
the history books! Between the hurricanes,
mass shootings, terrorist attacks, earthquakes,
forest fires, and a total eclipse, it has been quite
a year.
A new year is seen as a time of new beginnings. Customs include watching fireworks and
singing “Auld Lang Syne.” The practice of
making resolutions for the New Year is thought
to have begun with the ancient Babylonians,
who made promises in order to earn the favor
of the gods and start the year off on the right
foot. (They would reportedly vow to pay off
debts and return borrowed farm equipment,
too.) The intent is to begin again, the slate is
wiped clean, and we create our own fresh history. In an effort to do just that, please join us
in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 31, for
the annual Prayer Vigil.
Come to the church between 4 PM and 10
PM. The doors will be locked, so please knock.
Stay for a few minutes or a few hours. The
Sanctuary will be dimly lit, and God will definitely in His house. You can write down your
concerns and prayers and place them at the
foot of the cross to be burned at the end of
the evening or sit in quiet contemplation and
communion with God. Hopefully, the feeling
of peace will comfort you and bless you into
the New Year.
As people come and go, we ask that you
gather and share seasonal greetings in the
foyer. The Sanctuary is for praying and
communing with the Lord. It will never be
void of prayers during our vigil.
For more information, contact me at 443-8805181
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”
Philippians 4:6

Christmas Light
“Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure
light; radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn
of redeeming grace, Jesus Lord at Thy birth, Jesus
Lord at Thy birth.”
Joseph Mohr, 1818
There is so much beauty in the Christmas season.
Sometimes, we get so busy and so stressed out that the
beauty of the season is obscured.
One of the things I loved as a child was riding
around and looking at all the lights. Actually, I still
love riding around and looking at all the lights. There
is something special about Christmas lights. Something that warms our hearts and touches our spirits.
Perhaps it’s because the lights that fill the world in
this season are a reflection and a reminder of the true
light of Christmas.
“Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure
light…” The true light of Christmas is not found
adorning houses or in store windows or in parks or on
light poles. The true light of Christmas is “love’s pure
light” found in a baby born in a manger in Bethlehem.
Jesus is the light of the world, and what an amazing
gift God has given us.
In this season, as we draw closer and closer to
Christmas, we’re going to be focusing on the Light of
Christmas each week in worship. We’re going to
consider:
The Light of Truth
The Light of Love
The Light of Hope
The Light of Life
May the Light of Christ fill you during this wonderful
season and always.
Peace,
Pastor Bill

Advent Boxes remind shut-in that they are still part of the family
By Carolee Greenwood and June Brittingham, Chairpersons

Eighteen Advent Boxes have been assembled and are ready for delivery to our shut-ins. Thanks to everyone
who donated covered shoeboxes and/or items for each day, who helped assemble the boxes, and who delivered
them to the shut-ins.
This is an outreach project that takes the time and talents of many people, but it is worth it to put a smile on
the faces of those who are unable to join us in worship each week. May they feel the love every day, as they
open each envelope!

Stories from the Basement

Beware of “scam artists” during the upcoming holiday season!
By Donna Clark RN, Director of H.O.P.E. -- Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc.

I don’t know about you, but I
feel this year has just flown by.
Since July 1, we have seen over
244 people in our office, and we
have served 440 self-identified
homeless over the past three
years. Although our economy
seems to be improved, the lower
socio-economic groups have not
been affected by this and are
still struggling to just stay
housed and fed.
God’s Kitchen was very busy
recently, and the people were
not just seeking food, but
warmth and a sense of family,
as well. The dynamics of those
we serve never ceases to amaze
me. As a rule, they look out for
each other, but those who have
ill intentions will steal from the
vulnerable in a heartbeat and do
their best to con the general

public whenever they can. One
Sunday at Asbury United Methodist Church, during the prayer
concerns, a man stood up and
made it clear he was homeless
and diplomatically asked for
money. I found out later that he
had been panhandling outside
the church before the service
began.
There are options for these
people. When you give them a
dollar or two, you are enabling
them to continue their patterns
and remain in their limited
world. No one makes changes,
until they are forced out of the
patterns they live in.

The holidays are a perfect
time for these people to scam
you. I had one client who made
over $400 a day out by the Mall
and bragged about it during the
Cold Weather Shelter program.
So instead, give them food, or
a gift certificate for food, or a
pair of socks, gloves, or a hat.
Please don’t enable them to
continue taking advantage of
our generosity. I know that
Jesus said to give to the poor,
but I don’t think He meant for
us to reinforce a negative lifestyle. If you feel pulled to give,
make your donations to organizations that you trust to distribute to those in the greatest need.
From all of us here at H.O.P.E.,
Inc., we wish you and yours a
blessed Christmas season.

A note of appreciation for the “fruits of our labors”
The following email was sent to Barbara Entwistle, local contact person for the Brumbleys,
missionaries to Haiti who we support through various mission projects.
Subject: Distribution done in three of their schools

Hi, Barbara,
Hope this e-mail finds you doing well
and all of yours, too!
We are doing good. Just wanted to give
you a little update of the distributions we
have done since returning. Last week, we
gave out items to our school in Dufour
(100 students) and to the morning session
of our Arnoux school (500 students).
Both schools are in the south. In these
two schools, we gave each child a market bag —
each girl, a dress, and each boy, a pair of shorts. We
then added some other items that we had, such as
small toys, mini shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, and pencils. We also gave out the
sanitary pads that you gave us to the older girls in
the Dufour school.
This past Monday, we went to the central part
of the country and distributed to our school of 60
pupils in a village named Casse. Those students all

received market bags, sleeping
mats, shorts for boys/2 dresses
each for girls, flip flops, pencils,
toothbrushes, and small toys.
They were thrilled with their big
bag of goodies.
We will continue to distribute,
as we have 8 schools altogether.
We expect to receive our next
shipment of items in early
December. (These are the things we shipped in
September.)
I am attaching several pictures so that you can
see the distribution and especially the children’s
expressions.
Please express our thanks to all of those ladies that
so generously give of their time. It is well worth it!!
So many are blessed by their efforts!
Love you all, Bev

Alan Dennis
Matthew Lowe
Dylan Staffeldt
Julia Clarke
Lois Green
Jen Pitoniak
Shelly Flaig
Scott Downey
Carole Pinchak
Ken Lowe
Donna Clark
Brooke Downey
Pat Zimmerman
Jeff Finney
Debbie Donaway
Erin Kenny
Eileen Lamb-Davis
Dave Inkrote
Carla Owens
Daisy Werkheiser
Kristen Goller
Carrie Kambarn
Brooke Lynch

12/01
12/01
12/01
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/06
12/07
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/19

Zach & Emily Norman
Donald & Michelle Grager
Richard & Debbie Powell
Dana & Katrina Condron
Bill & Julia Clarke
Joe & Janet Benamati

Bill Briddell
Aaron Goller
Mariuna Morrison
Tyler Staffeldt
Linda Stamp
Gary Yokois
Alanna Phillips
Megan Robison
Andrew Eure
Glen Dodson
Brittney Keidel
Kimberly Sue Mason
Eileen Ridgley
Bill Timmons
Lynn Anderson
Kirk Kinnamon
Colin Whitaker
Bob Jones
Al Lynch
Larry Abresch
Carol Brinson
Elaine Kennedy
Sandy Millenburg

12/01
12/04
12/09
12/13
12/20
12/21

12/20
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/25
12/25
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/31

______________
Jenna Harbinson for having her picture in PRMC’s ER/
Trauma Team ad.
If we have missed your
______________

birthday, anniversary, or

a special
celebration,
Jani Long
for having
her picture in PRMC’s Health
Focus please
magazine
(see
bulletin board).
call
thethe
church
office (410-7425334),
____________
Carolee Greenwood

Jordan(443-944-3782),
Moore for her picture
in The
or put
a Daily Times and for
being part
of
Delmar’s
Field
Hockey
note in the offering plate. team that won the
Division II Championship (see the bulletin board).
______________
Sarah Perdue for her picture in The Daily Times and for
attending the Teacher of the Year Gala in Baltimore (see
the bulletin board).
______________

Long-time church member, Elaine Barr (91), died on
November 8. Please continue to keep her family and
friends in your prayers.

Martin & Linda Mitchell
Greg & Michele McGoogan
Greg & Denise Knowles
Harvey & Karen Timmons
Chris & Alyce Reavis

12/21
12/22
12/27
12/27
12/29

Get this newsletter
via e-mail and you
will save the church
$ each month
To get CrossRoads
by e-mail, send Tom
Robinson an e-mail at
tomchicken@aol.com
— put “Newsletter” in
the subject line.
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We are all in a position to “save a life” everyday
By Pastor Tom Blackford, Youth Pastor

It’s the time of year when we
have the opportunity to celebrate
family, faith, and a Risen Savior,
who not only saved my life but
countless others throughout time.
We are also called upon to be the
“light of hope,” in a world that’s
trying to take God out of everything. I believe we must not give
up like countless others before us.
We need to share the Word of God
and show it to others, even in times
of persecution.
In November, we witnessed many
signs of evil -- a shooting in a
church, a shooting in a school, and
the loss of a life close to home at
Parkside High School. Many questions get asked when things like
this happen, because it’s hard for
us to understand the how and why.
That is why, at CHAOS, we took
the time to show the movie, “To
Save a Life,” which addresses the

So whether you’re a teen or an
adult, we must all ask ourselves
that question -- What do you want
to be remembered for? Every day,
we have the ability to “Save a Life”
with our words and our actions.
same issues faced at Parkside and
in the life of a teen, to both our
students and their parents. At the
conclusion of the movie, I asked
everyone to think about one question that was asked in the movie -What do you want to be remembered or known for?
Do you want to be remembered
for something you “did” or “did
not do” for another person? Every
day, we have a choice to look at
what is going on around us and
speak up ... or keep our heads
down. For a teen, this may involve
bullying, peer pressure, and/or
being true to their faith.

Each night at CHAOS, our goal is
to share the life-saving truth of
Christ. So, join us on December 3
for dinner at 5:30 PM and CHAOS
from 6 - 8 PM.
And remember our CHAOS
Christmas party, on December 17,
from 6 - 8 PM!
We are also excited to announce
that we will be gift-wrapping at
Barnes and Noble, all day long on
December 20. So, stop by and pick
up some last-minute gifts for the
people on your list.
Thank you all for your support
and prayers throughout this past
year at CHAOS!

