
 

 



 

 

ENCOUNTER CHURCH 

DRIVEN 
by the love of Christ 

For Christ’s love drives us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all have died. And he died for all, that those who live should no 

longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 

again. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 



 

 

Driven 
 

Encounter Publishing 
 
 

©2016 by Encounter Church 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from either: 
 

The Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV) 

© 1973, 1984 by International Bible Society, used by permission of 
Zondervan Publishing Company 

 
or 
 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) 
© 2001, 2011 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers 
 

Printed in the United States of America 
 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form 

or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without prior written 

permission. 



 

 



 

 

A letter from Pastor Ed Callahan  ……………………………………….. 6 

How to Use This Study Guide  …………………………………………….. 8 

SESSION ONE: Driven to Love  …………………………………………… 9 

SESSION TWO: Driven to Freedom  ………………………………….. 27 

SESSION THREE: Driven to Purity  …………………………………... 45 

SESSION FOUR: Driven to Generosity  …………………………….. 63 

SESSION FIVE: Driven to Our Knees  ……………………………….. 81 

SESSION SIX: Driven to the Ends of the Earth  ………………. 99 

The Encounter Church Core  ………………………………………………. 117 

The Encounter Church Code  ……………………………………………... 118 

Forgiveness Web  …………………………………………………………………….. 119 

Filter Sheet  ………………………………………………………………………………. 120 

Generosity Map  ……………………………………………………………………... 121 

  

  

  

  

CONTENTS 

4 



 

 

5 



 

 

6 

Are you DRIVEN by the love of Jesus Christ? 

What motivates you?  What causes passion to well up in your soul?  What 
drives you?  

 

These are questions that many successful people ask themselves.  Many are 
driven by success, money, fame, power, family, or a need for self-worth. 

 

For Christ-followers, however, the question is slightly different and most often 
goes unnoticed.  Not only should we ask ourselves, "What drives us?" but also, 
"Who drives us?"  The answer is simple: Christ drives us.  And how are we  
driven?  We are driven by His love! 

 

In 1956, five young missionary men were driven by Christ’s love to an            
uncivilized tribe in South America.  As the story unfolds in the movie, Beyond 
the Gates of Splendor, we see these brave young men give up their lives for the 
sake of expressing Christ’s love to the Auca Indians.  These men, who were 
killed by the very people they came to set free, could have defended themselves 
with their guns, but they did not.  What was it that drove them to lay down 
their lives and die by the hands of primitive people with spears instead of    
raising up their guns in self-defense?  It was simply the supernatural, powerful 
love of God! 

 

As we walk through selected thematic excerpts from Second Corinthians, we 
will learn that love is the strongest motivator and the most powerful drive we 
have as God's creation.  When Christ-followers learn to unleash this force and 
be driven by God's love, they will then, and only then, be able to overcome that 
which holds them back in life, and in turn, become that which God intends for 
them to be. 

 

In The Notebook, this powerful motivator called love was beautifully displayed 

by two young people, Noah and Allie, who had fallen in love.  Toward the end of 

the film, Noah moves into a nursing home to be near his wife and reads to her  
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throughout each day from a journal that she had written.  It is a record of their 
life together.  However, Allie has Alzheimer’s and doesn't remember who she is, 
nor who her husband is.  So Noah reads to her out of her journal every day and 
night because in the front flap of this journal, Allie had previously written, 
"Read this to me and I'll come back to you!"   

 

Noah faithfully remains at Allie’s side and reads to her.  On occasion, she        

remembers Noah for only a brief couple of minutes; then in fear, she tells him to 

get away from her, to leave her alone because she does not know who he is.  

Each time Allie sinks back into a state of unawareness. Yet he continues on, 

demonstrating his love for her. 

 

What kind of power is this that would drive this man again and again to read to 

his life-long partner, knowing he will experience sure rejection after only a few 

moments?  It is love!  I don't know about you, but after I watch a movie, read a 

book, or have an experience with those whom I most dearly love, I am moved to 

my core.  That is the power of the thing created by God called love! 

 

As you participate in this six-session study, it is my prayer that you will learn 

that God wants you to be driven by His love so that you will be filled with a  

passion that will catapult you to become all He intends you to be! 

 

Driven! 

Pastor Ed 
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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY GUIDE 

You will find the following features in this guide. 

 GETTING STARTED  Start each session the right way! Make sure that any new 

members are introduced and feel comfortable. Share prayer requests with one 

another and pray, asking God to remember your requests and to bless the    

session. Then answer a question or two to get started. 

 MEMORY VERSE  Committing verses to memory equips you to live in a way that 

honors Jesus Christ. Each session will have a verse that you should strive to  

imprint upon your heart and mind. 

 VIDEO OUTLINE  As you watch Pastor Ed’s video lesson, you can follow along in 

the outline. At certain points, it will be time to turn to one another for         

discussion. Learn from each other’s insights as you discuss the questions about 

the video. Don’t feel like you must answer every question! They are provided to 

stimulate conversation, not to give your group a checklist. If you are learning 

about God’s Word together, then you are doing it correctly! 

 NEXT STEPS  The Bible challenges us to live what we have learned. In this section, 

consider how you may live what you have learned and write it down. Challenge 

yourself to commit to your next step, and tell your eGroup how you did during 

the next session! 

 THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE  Be a social media missionary! At the end 

of each session, there is a challenge for you to share something with those who 

are connected to you through social media. Can you complete them all? 

 EACH DAY  Passionate adoration of our great God happens daily in everything 

we do! Our opportunity to offer our best in worship to him does not end after 

the service on Sunday if we determine to set our hearts and our minds upon 

him. To that end, we must immerse ourselves daily in prayer and in the Bible to 

strengthen our relationship with him.  You will find devotional material relating 

to each session in the pages after the session outline that will help you to walk 

with the Lord each day. 
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Session One  DRIVEN TO LOVE 

GETTING STARTED 

 If anyone present is new to the group, take time for introductions. Feel free to    

exchange contact information or to find each other through social media. Allow 

everyone to share a bit about themselves. The more you know each other, the 

more comfortable you will feel sharing life together! 

 Give everyone a chance to share any matters that are on your hearts. You can    

record any prayer requests on the following lines. 

 As an eGroup, lift each other up in prayer. Don’t feel pressured to pray in any   

specific format. You can have one person pray for the entire group or take turns. 

The  prayers need not be lengthy or formal. Praying together is an excellent way 

for members of an eGroup to grow closer as they grow together! 

 eGroup leader: Introduce the study and share what you hope to accomplish over 

the course of the study. Ask everyone else what they hope to accomplish as well. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

For Christ’s love drives us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and    

therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-15 

WATCH THE VIDEO LESSON NOW AND FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE 

NOTES PROVIDED BELOW. 

The notes on the following pages will guide you through the lesson. The lines below 

have been provided in case you would like to add your own notes.  
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DRIVEN TO LOVE 
For Christ’s love drives us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and    

therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-15 

 There were __________ words for love in ancient Greek, the language of the New Testament. 

 

1.  Storge () — This is the love of a ____________________ for a ____________________.  

 

 

 

 

2. Eros () — This is love that is ____________________. 

 

 

 

 

3. Philia () — This is ____________________ love. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 Can you think of any other examples of these kinds of love? 

 

 

 How have these kinds of love affected your life? 
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 How can these kinds of love enrich our lives? 

 

 

 Is it possible for these kinds of love to go out of control and cause harm? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

4. Agape () — This is the love that ____________________ has for ____________________! 

 

 

 

 “God shows his own love for us in that while we were still ____________________, Christ 

____________________ for us.”  (Romans 5:8) 

 

 

 According to 1 John 4:10, Jesus was the propitiation for our sins, which means that 

he appeased the ____________________ of God. 

 

 

 Ephesians 2:4-7 tells us that God raised us up and seated us with him so that he 

could show us the riches of his ____________________ in kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus! 

 

 

 Romans 8:38-39 assures us that absolutely ____________________ can separate us from 

God’s agape love in Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 
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 What are the characteristics of agape love? 

 

 

 

 How does agape love compare to storge, eros, and philia? 

 

 

 

 How does God’s love inspire you? 

 

 

 

 Who do you know that needs to experience agape love? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 If we say that we are Christ-followers, then we should ____________________ other believers! 

 

 

 Jesus demands that we love not only fellow believers, but also our ____________________. 

 

 

 This is a gradual process that happens as we walk with Jesus and he ____________________ our 

hearts. 

 

 

 If we are hurt by others whom we are trying to love, we must also ____________________ as  

Jesus did! 
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(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 Who in your life needs your love? 

 

 

 

 Where and how can you serve believers in your life? 

 

 

 

 Where and how can you serve unbelievers in your life? 

 

 

 

 Think of a way you can commit to serve right now, and write your plan in the Next Steps 

section on page 15. (Next week we’ll check in on how we did with it.) 

 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 
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NEXT STEPS 

How can you serve others in your life this week? Write your plan in this section! 

THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE 

Share when God’s love changed your life on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. Tag 

Encounter Church in your post so we can share in what God has done for you! 

EACH DAY 

 Read the devotional material for each day on the following pages. Write down any 

striking thoughts or prayer requests and share them with someone in your group. 

 Read the memory verse from this session each day. Commit it to memory before 

your next eGroup meeting. 
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NOTES 

This space is for those of you who do not like to be constrained by lines. Take 

your notes freeform! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY ONE 
WHO IS GOD? 

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression 

and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s 

children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 

Exodus 34:6-7 

Have you ever heard anyone declare that the God we see in the Old Testament is an angry tyrant and point to a harsh 

story to prove his point? Does a claim like this unsettle you? If so, take a moment to consider God’s incredible self-

revelation in Exodus 34:6-7.  

In the context of this unique passage, Moses had asked God to show him his glory. God’s response was incredible! He   

declared that all of his goodness would pass before Moses and that he would proclaim his own name before Moses! What 

an amazing spectacle!  

Consider how God identified himself. He is merciful. Gracious. Abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. He keeps 

steadfast love for thousands. He forgives iniquity and transgression and sin! Hallelujah! 

The next bit, however, may trip you up a bit. He visits the sin of the parents on their children and grandchildren? What is 

that all about? Observe the parallel being drawn. The verse tells us that God keeps steadfast love for thousands, but the 

original language suggests that what is meant is thousands of generations. (Compare this verse to Deuteronomy 7:9 to see 

this explicitly.) God forgives the sin of thousands of generations of those who love him, yet visits iniquity on only the third 

or fourth generation. While we may think that this implies that God judges children for the sins of their parents, the Bible 

is clear that God does not operate that way. On the other hand, it is undeniable that children feel the effects of the sin of 

their parents, and in some cases dysfunctional families create destructive cycles that take multiple generations to break. 

Yet God promises that his steadfast love extends far beyond the destructive patterns of broken families. Clearly, God uses 

this parallel to highlight the extent of his love! 

The writers of the Old Testament echo God’s description of himself. Over and over they declare his steadfast love and 

faithfulness to thousands, and they use this passage to do it! If you have difficulty believing that, take a few minutes to 

read Deuteronomy 5:10, Nehemiah 9:17, Psalm 86:15, Joel 2:13, and Jonah 4:2. Clearly, God’s self-assessment did not go  

unnoticed! Those who were inspired to write knew what God had said about himself, took it to heart, and believed it. Let 

that truth sink into your heart. 

Merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love: that is who our God is. 

He is a God who is bursting at the seams with love, to the point that for centuries he has delayed final judgment on the 

collective and individual sin of humanity so that he could win some. He loves so much that he chose a people to use for 

his purpose, a people that repeatedly turned away from him. Yet still he loved enough to work through that stubborn  

people to prepare the way for himself to descend in human flesh and live among us, to suffer the weight of sin and death 

in our place, to rise again victorious, and to offer to us reconciliation with himself! This is why John wrote, “See what kind 

of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are” (1 John 3:1). Friends, this   

amazing love is what compels us! 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWO 
ALL THE LAW AND PROPHETS DEPEND ON THEM 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, 

asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. And a second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Matthew 22:34-40 

We live in a complex society. Things that would have completely mesmerized previous generations are common to us. 

Decades ago, television was in black and white, and simple computers took up entire rooms. Today, televisions are in ultra 

high definition color and mobile phones put incredible processing power in our hands. We have an amazing array of    

information and entertainment available to us, to the point that our lives often become mired in minutiae. Sometimes it 

would be easier if we could simply simplify! 

The Pharisees asked Jesus a “simplify” kind of question to try to trick him. “Which is the great commandment?” What rule 

carries the most weight? The answer that Jesus gave them was remarkable. Not only did Jesus not fall into their trap, he 

summarized the Law in a short paragraph! He immediately reached for the ultimate priority of life from Deuteronomy 

6:5: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  There is no higher goal, 

no higher law, than for the totality of our person to be given over to wholehearted love of our God! It must flourish in our 

feelings, in our thoughts, in the very core of who we are. 

But Jesus didn’t rest there. He immediately turned them to Leviticus 19, declaring that a second commandment, similar to 

the first, must shape how we live: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Loving God is our first priority, but if we  

believe that we can love him yet live indifferently to our fellow man, then our love is defective. True love for God will spill 

over into a fervent love of others. 

Interestingly, Jesus still did not stop. He appended this interesting little phrase onto his answer: “On these two            

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” Now what do you suppose that is all about? It means that we   

cannot correctly interpret the Law or the Prophets without the guiding principles of love for God and love for others! 

Try reading some of the Law again. Why was it important for them to observe the rituals God prescribed for them?     

Because if they loved God’s presence and wanted him in their midst, prior to the coming of the Savior they had to ensure 

that they approached him safely. What does it matter what the Israelites were to do if their bull gored their neighbor’s 

bull? Because it taught them how to show love by seeing to the interests of those around them!  

Now read some of the prophets. Their penchant for offering judgment on God’s behalf is well-known, but any of their 

criticisms can be boiled down to a simple accusation that they failed either to love God or to love others. In fact, that was 

often their point. It’s as if they were continually shouting, “You’ve turned away from loving God! Stop taking advantage of 

each other!” 

It’s interesting how that works. Much of the stuff in the Old Testament that sounds cryptic to us today becomes much 

easier to understand if we simply pay attention to what Jesus had to say. God wanted the Israelites to love their God with 

undivided devotion and to allow that love to spill out into their communities, and he wants the same from us. The love of 

Jesus Christ compels us to love God with our whole person and to love those around us! 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY THREE 
BY OUR LOVE WE WILL BE KNOWN 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 

John 13:34-35 

John was an interesting fellow. In Matthew 20, we find a story about him. His mother came to Jesus, requesting that John 

and his brother sit at either side of Jesus when he came into his kingdom. Jesus responded graciously, not berating any of 

them for their presumptuousness, but instead inquiring if perhaps they were biting off more than they could chew.     

Finally, Jesus cut through their assumptions and told them where to find greatness in the kingdom of heaven. By heaven ’s 

calculations, the one who serves is great.  

Though John may have been a bit full of himself in those days, it seems that he learned this lesson well. In his own        

retelling of the gospel, he recorded a remarkable teaching from the Lord that demonstrates what he learned. Jesus and the 

disciples were observing the Passover together, and Jesus was preparing them for his departure. In that context we find 

the verses above, this “new” command. At first glance, it seems more like an old command than a new one. After all, Jesus 

himself declared love for God and love for others to be the greatest commandments. 

Imagine, for a moment, John writing his gospel. Recounting his time with Jesus, eventually he comes to this story. As he 

writes it, he remembers hearing the words. He writes the phrase “just as I have loved you,” and memories flood back to 

him unbidden. Jesus, cornered in the Garden of Gethsemane by soldiers. Betrayed by Judas. Tried unfairly time and again. 

Beaten. Mocked. Whipped to a bloody, unrecognizable mess. Forced to carry his own cross as he stumbled and fell. Nailed 

by his hands and feet to that cross and left to die. Unbearable torment leading slowly to death, and all of it done bearing 

the collected sinful works of humanity on their behalf. And as these thoughts come to John, he knows what he has learned. 

He knows how Jesus has loved him. 

This is the newness of the command. It isn’t simply to love one another; it is to love one another as Jesus has loved. It is to 

love wholeheartedly, in spite of faults, sacrificially. 

If that did not raise the stakes enough, Jesus added more to it. This sort of love, given to one another out of sincere hearts 

in reverent celebration of the sacrifice of the Savior, will indicate to those who desperately need to know God that we are 

his followers. It will be a beacon to them. The emptiness in their hearts can be filled! There is a God who loves them, and 

they will follow our love for one another to find what they seek in the indescribable love of Jesus Christ. 

Of course, this begs the question, how are we doing? Do the lost people in your life know where to find the love of God? 

Pray that he would help us to demonstrate his love by treating one another as precious brothers and sisters, bought with 

the priceless treasure of the blood of Jesus! Has someone hurt you? Forgive them. If that is too hard, get on your knees 

before God and ask him to grant you the ability to forgive. Determine in your heart to offer forgiveness, renewing that 

promise each time you feel the old hurt starting to revive and asking God to sustain you. Have you hurt someone else? 

Recognize what you have done, and own it, and go to that person with humble apology on your lips. If you feel no concern 

for what you have done, ask God to give you empathy for the other person. Ask him to break your heart for the hurt you 

have caused, and through that to bring healing. Do not harbor any anger or bitterness in your heart. Do not harbor any 

anger or bitterness in your heart! Dear brothers and sisters, the world needs us to reject our pride and dignity for the 

sake of love. They need us to live this so that they can see the love that Jesus has shown us! 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 



 

 

23 

DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY FOUR 
BOUND BY LOVE 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 

bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against one another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

Colossians 3:12-14 

Love is vital if we want to see God’s glory changing lives in our church. Love begins in God, who abounds in steadfast love 

and demonstrated it to us before we knew to love him in return. That we should love God with our whole beings and love 

our neighbors as ourselves are the greatest commandments, and as Jesus told his disciples, love is how a watching world 

will identify us. The bottom line is that our efforts are for nothing if they aren’t based in love. 

Paul knew this. When he wrote the letter to the church in Colossae, he was attempting to keep some bad teaching from 

taking root among them. Some false teachers had instructed the Colossian believers to behave in certain ways according 

to a different philosophy, but Paul encouraged them not to be taken captive by such things. He acknowledged that such 

things may appear wise, but held no value in promoting actual restraint.  

Instead of submission to the observance of festivals or dietary restrictions or other manmade ideas, Paul directed them to 

seek the things that are of Christ. They were to rid themselves of anything that smacked of evil, such as sexual immorality, 

anger, or slander. In place of such old behaviors should go what is listed above: compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 

patience, and forgiveness. But don’t neglect that next line. “And above all these put on love, which binds everything      

together in perfect harmony.” What was the glue for that group of characteristics? Love! 

Have you ever tried to incorporate any of those elements into your life without love? It’s hard to imagine compassion   

existing without love. By definition, compassion is suffused with a warmth that can only come from a heart filled with 

love. How about a cold kindness? Can you imagine such a thing? The idea of someone being kind out of an apathetic heart 

doesn’t even make sense. If pride puffs us up and stands us above others, humility necessarily lowers us and elevates the 

worth of others, and meekness goes hand in hand with humility by not demanding our own way. Patience bears with   

others instead of dismissing them, and forgiveness grants people grace instead of judgment. None of these things exist in a 

vacuum; love is the matrix in which they thrive! 

Writing on the fruit of the Spirit, the great evangelist D.L. Moody put it this way: 

“The fruit of the Spirit begins with love. There are nine graces spoken of, and of these nine Paul puts love at the 

head of the list; love is the first thing, the first in that precious cluster of fruit. Someone has said that all the other 

eight can be put in terms of love. Joy is love exulting; peace is love in repose; long-suffering is love on trial; gentle-

ness is love in society; goodness is love in action; faith is love on the battlefield; meekness is love at school; and 

temperance is love in training. So it is love all the way; love at the top, love at the bottom, and all the way along 

down this list of graces. If we only just brought forth the fruit of the Spirit, what a world we should have!” 

The love of Jesus Christ compels us to love others. Our love reflects the love of Christ, demonstrates to others that we are 

Christ followers, and holds together other Christian traits. Without love, we have nothing! Paul made that point quite  

passionately in 1 Corinthians 13. What heats up your heart today? Is it the fire of self-centeredness, leaving you unsatisfied 

with the temperature of your heart, or is it the bursting flame of a heart compelled to love by the inexhaustible love of our 

Savior? 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY FIVE 
ABIDING, ACTIVE LOVE 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone 

has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 

Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and truth. 

1 John 3:16-18 

Be honest. When you saw John 3:16-18, you were expecting something else, right? It makes sense. After all, “for God so 

loved…” seems to fit the theme well. But this is the first letter from John, not the gospel. It’s 1 John 3:16, not John 3:16, but 

it takes us to a similar topic. John 3:16 tells us that God loved the world so much that he gave us the Son, and 1 John 3:16 

points out that we know love because Jesus laid down his life for us. From there, the two passages diverge, as the gospel 

narrative tells us of Jesus teaching a Pharisee named Nicodemus about salvation while in the letter John teaches believers 

how such a remarkable love should affect us. 

So exactly how should such a remarkable love affect us? To put it simply, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 

from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,    

because God is love” (1 John 4:7-8). If you know the love of God, you will love others.  

Does that make you a bit squeamish? If so, then you’re probably responding correctly. The Holy Spirit uses such         

challenging statements to force us to check our hearts, and this one is a doozy. It should leave you examining your life to 

see if you exhibit love for others. John wrote that we know love because Jesus laid down his life for us, and so we should 

lay down our lives for one another, but that is not enough. Love must pervade our lives, not simply be demonstrated in 

one final, selfless act. So John digs a little deeper into our hearts. If we have stuff we can give, yet we ignore brothers who 

are in need of stuff, how can we claim to love?  

That question should hit us in a sensitive area. Many of us are wealthy people, living in two-income families that can 

afford to give away much. How much is enough? As C.S. Lewis wrote, “I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than 

we can spare...If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things 

we should like to do and cannot do because our charities expenditure excludes them.” If you hear of a single parent who is 

struggling to buy new jeans for a son as he enters kindergarten, would you help? If you have an extra car a brother could 

use when his needs repair, would you lend it? Would you give food to those who need it? Clothing? Money? If you’re   

currently thinking that you have none of those to spare, do you know anyone worse off than you? Most of us, even those 

of us who have tight budgets and shallow pockets, can find a morsel to share if we are honest. 

If we limit our definition of “the world’s goods” to simple physical necessities, we may miss out on opportunities to love. 

Perhaps your budget truly is too tight. What then? Look for other opportunities! A pregnant wife on bed rest may need 

help with her children, or even her cleaning or laundry, and you have time you could offer. Maybe your skills as a plumber 

could help a widow with burst pipes. Floods, tornadoes, fires, and other catastrophes give ample opportunities to   

demonstrate love to those who need it! 

John’s point is that those of us who have experienced God’s steadfast love should spread that love to others. How can we 

say that God’s love abides in us if we do not love others? As John wrote, “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but 

in deed and truth.” 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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Session Two  DRIVEN TO FREEDOM 

GETTING STARTED 

 Last week we challenged you to commit to serve and to write your plan in the Next 

Steps section. Share how your plan went with your eGroup. 

 Give everyone a chance to share any matters that are on your hearts. You can    

record any prayer requests on the following lines. 

 Before you begin the video, lift each other up in prayer. Remember to lift up any 

requests that have been brought to the group! 

 eGroup Leader: If the group has not already done so, briefly review last week’s    

lesson and this week’s sermon. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.        

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17 

WATCH THE VIDEO LESSON NOW AND FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE 

NOTES PROVIDED BELOW. 

The notes on the following pages will guide you through the lesson. The lines below 

have been provided in case you would like to add your own notes.  
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DRIVEN TO FREEDOM 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.        

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17 

 Last week we learned that it is the amazing ____________________ of God that ____________________ 

us to love! 

 

 

 God’s love unleashed demands ____________________! 

 

 

 When we are forgiven by God, we become free to live a life that is ____________________ 

___________________. 

 

 

 Romans 8:1 assures us that “There is therefore now no ____________________ for those who 

are in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 

 Psalm 103:11-12 reminds us, “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 

____________________  ____________________ toward those who fear him; as far as the 

____________________ is from the ____________________, so far does he remove our transgressions 

from us.” 

 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 What past events are keeping you from moving forward? 
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 How have you experienced the freedom of God’s Spirit? 

 

 

 

 What have you not done due to your fear? 

 

 

 

 What do you think a life of freedom in Jesus looks like? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 God’s plan is that we let ____________________ flow from our hearts! 

 

 

 When we ____________________ to offer forgiveness to those in our lives, it keeps us from    

experiencing God’s forgiveness for us. 

 

 

 In Luke 6:45 Jesus taught that “out of the abundance of the ____________________ the 

____________________ speaks.” 

 

 

 We should treat conflicts as opportunities to demonstrate God’s ____________________. 

 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 
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 When we do not forgive others, how does that keep us from experiencing God’s          

forgiveness? 

 

 

 

 Have you experienced the growth of bitterness in your heart due to not offering          

forgiveness? 

 

 

 

 How can we use conflicts to demonstrate God’s glory? 

 

 

 

 How has a relationship changed when you have offered forgiveness? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 For us to forgive, we must first be ____________________ with ourselves. 

 

 

 According to Ephesians 4:15, ____________________ the truth in love helps us to grow together 

as the body of Christ. 

 

 

 Instead of bottling up hurt feelings when someone wrongs us, we need to 

____________________  ____________________. 

 

 

 It is ____________________ our responsibility to try to mend broken relationships! 
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 Forgiving someone doesn’t mean that there are no ____________________ for what they have 

done. 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 What steps can we take to make sure we are being honest with ourselves? 

 

 

 How can we avoid being judgmental when we speak the truth in love? 

 

 

 How does it make you feel that we are responsible to seek reconciliation, even when we 

may not have been at fault? 

 

 

 Think of a broken relationship you need to mend, and write how you plan to approach it 

in the Next Steps section on page 33. 

 

 

 If you have many relationships that need healing, use the Forgiveness Web on page 119 to 

track them. 
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NEXT STEPS 

What relationships do you need to mend? Write out your plan here! 

THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE 

Share a freedom milestone in your spiritual walk. For example, “It has been five years 

since God freed me from alcoholism!” Make sure to tag Encounter Church so we can 

share in your freedom! 

EACH DAY 

 Read the devotional material for each day on the following pages. Write down any 

striking thoughts or prayer requests and share them with someone in your group. 

 Read the memory verse from this session each day. Commit it to memory before 

your next group meeting. 
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NOTES 

This space is for those of you who do not like to be constrained by lines. Take your 

notes freeform! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY SIX 
THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been       

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,      

everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if 

the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

John 8:31-36 

“The truth will set you free!” How many times have you heard someone make this declaration? People use it freely,    

sometimes for emphasis, others times as a punchline. But how often it is misquoted! Do we even know what it means? 

Will any truth set us free? And if so, from what?  

As we read John 8, we find Jesus in a verbal volley with the Pharisees. In his typical manner, Jesus stymied their arguments 

and left them confused and angry. Interestingly, many Jews claimed to believe him in the wake of the encounter, and by 

the time we reach the section above, Jesus had turned his attention to them with a simple pronouncement: “If you abide in 

my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

The response of the Jews is startling. Instead of seeking to learn more, to know the truth of which Jesus spoke, they took 

offense at the insinuation that they were not free. Instead of recognizing what Jesus offered them, they took refuge in their 

ancestry and bristled that Jesus saw need in them. “We’re already free! Whaddaya mean ‘will become free’?!” 

The answer that Jesus gave them provides us with much food for thought. “Everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 

The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free     

indeed.” They probably were not terribly excited about this answer. After all, they were already defensive, and Jesus   

pointed out their sin and asserted his own authority to free them. Jesus continued to point out their unbelief, and by the 

time the encounter reached its end, the Jews were picking up stones to kill him. 

The Jews missed the glorious truth embedded in what Jesus said. We are all guilty of serving sin! Not one of us can say 

that we haven’t been in chains to sin. However, the slave is not the one with authority in the home; the son is! The son is 

the one with the power to free slaves, and Jesus, God’s Son, offers to free us from sin!  

There is incredible freedom in knowing the truth, but not in some fluffy, general sense. What Jesus said was precise, and 

precisely what we need! If we are his disciples and we abide in him, we will know the truth and be set free. Do you still 

struggle with sin? Is there some secret sin you can’t seem to overcome? Perhaps you fear to give cheerfully of your       

finances to God. Maybe you like alcohol just a little bit too much, and never seem to stop before it gets the best of you. It 

could be a pornography addiction. Or that bit of anger or bitterness in your heart that you refuse to deal with as you 

should. Or that insubordinate attitude that you adopt at work. Or the way you treat your subordinates at work. Or any 

number of things. Do you allow sin to master you? Then there is great news. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you are 

free! When we are truly his, we know him and are set free, and when Jesus the Son sets us free, we are free indeed! 

Embrace your freedom! If you are struggling against sin, go to God in prayer. Humble yourself before him and renew the 

fight. Find some close fellow believers and share your struggle, asking them to help you to grow. We no longer have to 

give in to the sin that formerly held us captive! Praise Jesus for the freedom he offers to those who follow him! 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY SEVEN 
CALLED TO FREEDOM 

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 

serve one another. 

Galatians 5:13 

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest of Israel led the people in an elaborate ritual that included incense, cleansing, 

and sacrifices, the purpose of which was to atone for the sins of the nation.  The high priest would begin by sacrificing a 

bull to atone for his sins and the sins of his house. When this was finished, the priest would sacrifice a goat and sprinkle 

the blood on the altar as instructed to purify the tent of meeting. Finally, the high priest would confess the sins of the 

people over a second goat, which would then be led into the wilderness and left to make atonement for the people. It was 

a solemn day for the nation as they recognized their sinfulness. It was a dangerous day for the high priest because he 

would step into the presence of holy God, and any deviation from the prescribed steps could cost him his life.  

Have you considered how blessed we are to have a greater high priest in Jesus Christ? Because of his perfect sacrifice, we 

no longer need to offer animal sacrifices to God. Instead, we have access to God through the shed blood of Jesus! An     

animal sacrifice could never accomplish the once-for-all benefits of the sacrificial death and resurrection of the Son of 

God. While under the Law, the Israelites had to observe a host of rules designed to keep them ritually clean before God in 

addition to the sacrifices they were required to make due to their sin.  It was not easy to live as sinful people before a holy 

God, but the atoning work of Jesus brought freedom from the Law and its regulations. 

Much of what Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatian church followed that line of thought. Evidently some false teachers 

had crept into the church and started to demand that the believers keep parts of the Law. Paul reacted strongly to this, 

stating twice in the first chapter of the letter that anyone teaching them a different gospel should be accursed! He called 

the Galatians foolish for supposing that they could keep through works what was freely given them through faith, and he 

even heatedly called for those who required circumcision to go further and emasculate themselves! Did you expect to find 

something like that in your Bible? It’s shocking, but that is the point. Paul found their reliance upon the Law shocking! 

No one can require that we observe rules to be considered followers of Jesus Christ. There is nothing we can do to make 

ourselves acceptable before God; only forgiveness through Jesus can do that. He has called us to freedom, and we are  

wonderfully, beautifully free indeed! By the astonishing grace of God we are invited to approach his throne with          

confidence. We are not required to observe rituals or offer sacrifices; we are adopted as God’s children through grace. 

How marvelous! 

However, we must also remember that we were not called to freedom just to have a good time. We were freed so that we 

can glorify God! Paul reminded the Galatians of this fact as well, exhorting them not to use their freedom to feed fleshly 

desires. Instead, they were to use their freedom to serve one another. Frequently passages like this one are used to defend 

a believer’s right to disputed activities without reference to the broader point that we should look for opportunities to 

serve one another. We are free together! We have been freed from the demands of the Law. We have been freed from  

slavery to sin. We have been freed to give God our passionate adoration, and we have been freed to serve one another in 

love! 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY EIGHT 
ARE YOU AFRAID? 

What frightens you?  

No, really. Stop and consider the question for a moment. What frightens you? Some of our fears are fairly mundane, such 

as spiders or snakes. Some of us fear the future. We have looming bills and no way to pay them, or a marriage that is   

falling apart, or a teenager that shows no interest in a relationship with Christ. Some of us fear the report that we just 

received from the doctor. The cancer is back, and it’s worse than ever. Some of us fear the unknown. When will the car 

break down again? When will I get that phone call telling me a loved one died in a car accident? When will everyone walk 

out on me? Some of us simply fear rejection. Whatever it is, most of us fear something. 

Interestingly, John casts fear in a different light, and he does so by comparing it to love. The more our love is perfected, 

the less we fear. As we first consider that idea, it may not seem sensible to us. We often think that the more deeply we 

love, the more scared we are to lose what we love. For example, we love our children (or spouse or parents or friends), 

and the thought of seeing them hurt terrifies us. But that is not the way perfect love works! Why? Because the more we 

know the love of God, the more we trust him. 

The process happens like this. First, we “come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.” The Bible is replete 

with descriptions of the love of the Father for us! He abounds in steadfast love for thousands of generations. He gave his 

only begotten Son. He demonstrates his own love through the death of Jesus for sinners. And in this passage, God is love! 

If we know God and we abide in him, then we abide in love and God abides in us. Simply put, if we know God, we know 

love because we have seen and understood and experienced it. 

When we know God and his love and are surrounded by it day in and day out, we become confident in God ’s forgiveness. 

We live knowing that we are forgiven, and such overwhelming grace drives us to love others. As we love others, we      

become as he is in this world. The love that we have seen and experienced in him we now show to others so that they can 

see him, too!  

As God surrounds us in love and changes us to love like he loves, our love grows and is perfected. We learn that we no 

longer need to fear punishment because the God who has saved us has delivered us from judgment. As our love grows 

and is purified, we find that there is no longer any place in our hearts for fear to lurk! What began in us when we first 

came to know God’s love has ballooned into a deep, foundational trust in our God. 

So why do we still fear? The simple fact of the matter is that our love is not perfected. Until it is, we will still fear. The 

next time you are besieged by fear, return to this passage. “So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has 

for us.” Challenge yourself with this question: “If I am scared, do I fully trust in God’s love for me?” Sometimes life is scary, 

but God is always, always bigger than our fears, and his love compels us to freedom from fear! Things may be difficult, but 

because of God’s love for us we need not fear anything that life throws at us. Ask him to help you to trust in his love more 

fully today! 

So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 

God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 

because as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. Fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. 

1 John 4:16-19 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY NINE 
TO THAT HE IS ENSLAVED 

It seems like some things never change. Regardless of when or where you live, there are always plenty of people with big 

personalities and big mouths just waiting to give you their big opinions. In today's world, the development of the Internet, 

instantaneous communication, and social media means that we have more opportunities than ever to hear those opinions. 

However, it also means that opinions are shared in increasingly shorter, less factual, and more shocking ways in order to 

grab and hold an audience. We must be careful not to accept harmful ideas! 

Peter may not have had social media in the first century, but it is evident that he still had to deal with bad ideas           

corrupting the gospel. In 2 Peter, he warned his readers against the false teachers who were spreading teaching contrary 

to what was sound, and this is who he was describing in our passage today. He has nothing good to say about them,    

describing them as waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. What good are waterless springs or storms? They only 

offer disappointment. These teachers were apparently targeting new believers, “those who are barely escaping from those 

who live by error,” and enticing them to sin! What these teachers said to entice others is important, and we should take 

note of it.  

They promised freedom. 

That sounds pretty good, right? We all want to be free. These teachers offered freedom and tempted people to indulge 

themselves to get there. In response, Peter depicted them as slaves to sin and offered his readers an important principle. 

“Whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.” 

There is no true freedom apart from Jesus Christ. Only through him are the chains of sin broken, and until we are freed 

by him we will never be able to overcome sin. Peter understood that, and he wanted his readers to know it as well. If they 

chased after sensuality, they would surely be overcome by their sin.  

We have proven this principle time and again. Our culture has championed “sexual liberation” without seeing the        

destruction it has left in the form of broken marriages, ruptured families, and generations of children who do not know 

how to cope as adults because of absent parents. People in our society have sought to remove the stigma from women 

who are promiscuous, often citing the double standard where men brag about their conquests while degrading women 

who have many partners. But instead of “liberating” women, we have welcomed them into our captivity! We have sown an 

apathy for morality and reaped enslavement to sin. 

The good news is that freedom comes through Jesus Christ, and it is not too late to turn to him. God’s love, offered freely 

through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, drives us to freedom. We do not have to perform for him; he knows our weakness. 

We do not have to remain in our sin; he pulls us out of it. When sin threatens to drag us down, Jesus strengthens us to 

resist and flee. When we fail and succumb to sin, Jesus forgives us and picks us up again. We no longer have to recognize 

sin as our master, and we praise God for such wonderful freedom! 

These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. For, 

speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who 

live by error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a      

person, to that he is enslaved. 

2 Peter 2:17-19 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TEN 
FREE FROM CONDEMNATION 

Romans 8:1 is one of the most joyous verses in all of Scripture! Every time we read it, it should fill our hearts with delight 

and our mouths with praise for the risen Christ who paid for our sin! We were helplessly and hopelessly caught in sin. We 

were heading for judgment with no hope for anything but righteous justice from a holy God, and hell would have been 

the wages for our sin. How amazing that we who were destined for eternal destruction can now read such marvelous 

words: no condemnation! 

God is the righteous judge, yet he is also the loving Father. He knew our plight, and he took steps to free us from our sin. 

God gave the Law to the Israelites to show them how to love him and one another, yet it became an instrument of death. 

As Paul wrote to the Romans, the Law was weakened by sinful flesh because slaves to sin cannot obey it. Like everyone 

else, we could not obey God’s Law and were therefore subject to judgment. But God has done what the Law could not do! 

When Jesus died on the cross, he took the full measure of God’s wrath on our behalf.  

Because God’s justice has been satisfied, grace is now offered to us, and we all have a choice. Do we wish to continue to 

walk in the flesh, or will we walk in God’s Spirit?  

We all know those who choose to continue to walk in the flesh. Some simply do not believe that God exists. Others delight 

in their sin, unwilling to change and convinced that hell will be a big party for them and their friends. Tragically, some 

even believe that God exists, but deny that he could condemn someone. They trust that God will smile on their attempts 

at goodness and give them an “A” for effort. All of these people fail to understand the nature of our circumstances. We all 

stand condemned before God because of our sin, and we will not discover the magnitude of God’s grace until we grasp 

our dire need! 

But oh, what joy awaits those who get a glimpse of their need and turn to God! Jesus paid the cost of our sin when he died 

on the cross, and he defeated death when he rose again. Now he offers us forgiveness for our sin and reconciliation with 

God! Hallelujah! Instead of walking in the flesh and earning the wages of our works, we walk in the Spirit and are given 

the wages that Jesus earned. Astonishingly, those of us who had earned death now know that there is no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

The almighty, righteous judge clears us of guilt. The One who has the right to bring any and every charge against us has 

relinquished that right. What can anyone else do? We have nothing to fear. We do not need to worry about what others 

think of us. We do not need to worry if we measure up to cultural standards of success. We do not need to worry if we are 

smart enough, pretty enough, strong enough, talented enough, or any of that kind of stuff, because we are forgiven 

enough. We are free! 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free 

in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Romans 8:1-4 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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Session Three  DRIVEN TO PURITY 

GETTING STARTED 

 Last week we challenged you to mend any broken relationships in your life. Share 

with your eGroup any successes or challenges you had. 

 Give everyone a chance to share any matters that are on your hearts. You can    

record any prayer requests on the following lines.  

 Before you begin the video, lift each other up in prayer. Remember to lift up any 

requests that have been brought to the group! 

 eGroup Leader: If the group has not already done so, briefly review last week’s    

lesson and this week’s sermon. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 

everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for 

God.  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1 

WATCH THE VIDEO LESSON NOW AND FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE 

NOTES PROVIDED BELOW. 

The notes on the following pages will guide you through the lesson. The lines below 

have been provided in case you would like to add your own notes.  
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DRIVEN TO PURITY 
Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 

everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for 

God.  2 CORINTHIANS 7:1 

 We can accomplish ____________________ things through ____________________ who strengthens us! 

 

 

 Physical purity is defined as freedom from ____________________. 

 

 

 Spiritual purity is defined as freedom from ____________________. 

 

 

 The word holy means ____________________. 

 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 What items can you think of that illustrate holiness? 

 

 

 

 When the Bible says that God is holy, what does that mean? 

 

 

 

 If we are to be holy as God is holy, how can we do that? 
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 Who has inspired you to live a pure life? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 As your purity ____________________, it will affect others. 

 

 

 Are we living in ____________________, or in ____________________? Use the checklist below to eval-

uate! 

FILTER SHEET 

Item 

 

True 

Honorable 

Just 

Pure 

Lovely 

Commendable 

Excellent 

Praise/Place 
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 Think of some things that you want to put through these filters and write them on your 

Next Steps lines on page 51. 

 

 

 As your purity lines up more with God’s purity, ____________________ will become more im-

portant to you. 

 

 

 When other people feel judged because of your purity, it may be the Holy Spirit 

____________________ them of sin. 

 

 

 You become ____________________  ____________________ when you lower your standards to fit in 

with unbelievers. 

 

 

 Are you afraid to practice purity? ____________________ God to lead you through this journey! 
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NEXT STEPS 

What things do you want to put through the filters from Philippians 4? Write them 

down here, then use the filter sheet on page 120 to check them. 

THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE 

Share an area of your life in which God has challenged you to purity. If you’re not 

ready to do that, find a news story or blog post about someone who inspires you to 

purity and repost it. Make sure to tag Encounter Church so that we can celebrate 

how God is maturing you! 

EACH DAY 

 Read the devotional material for each day on the following pages. Write down any 

striking thoughts or prayer requests and share them with someone in your group. 

 Read the memory verse from this session each day. Commit it to memory before 

your next group meeting. 
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NOTES 

This space is for those of you who do not like to be constrained by lines. Take your 

notes freeform! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY ELEVEN 
BECAUSE GOD IS HOLY 

Leviticus is a daunting book for most of us today. It is filled with obscure regulations and ideas that seem odd to us in 

modern times. Even the best scholars admit that there are some things that we simply do not understand about the Law. 

Leviticus 11 is one of those chapters. Verses 1-43 provided the Israelites with dietary restrictions, and some of them are 

odd. For example, camels and pigs are unclean. (You read that correctly. No bacon for the Israelites!) Water-based animals 

with fins and scales are clean, but other water-based animals are not. (Trout was okay, but they had to avoid shellfish!) 

Eagles, hawks, barn owls, and tawny owls are unacceptable. (Who would want to eat an owl, anyway?) The list continues 

on like this for a while, eventually expanding to discuss what to do if a carcass of one of these unclean animals comes in 

contact with anything in the Israelite’s life.  

If we’re honest, some of these restrictions seem arbitrary to us. Why were cows acceptable while pigs were not? Why 

couldn’t they try a bit of shellfish? Scholars have proposed many ideas, but there is no universal consensus. We still do not 

understand why some things were banned from the Israelite table. What we do know is this: God took clean and unclean 

distinctions seriously, and he expected the Israelites to abide by his rules because he lived among them in the tabernacle. 

Failure to respect God’s holiness was a quick way to die. He chose them as his people, and he expected them to emulate 

his holiness. 

That’s an important lesson for us. God told the Israelites how he wanted them to live, but it was not based on whim.    

Instead, God reminded them that he was the one who rescued them from Egypt so that he would be their God and they 

would be his people. His rules for them were based on his plan for them, demonstrated through his actions on their be-

half. God had a plan for his people, and it was for them to be holy as he was holy before a watching world! 

That is also how God deals with us today. He has saved us and called us for his purpose, namely so that we “may proclaim 

the excellencies of him who called [us] out of darkness into his marvelous light”! There are two crucial, intertwined      

aspects of holiness that we should not forget: purity and separation.  Just as God called the Israelites and set them apart 

for his purpose, so has he done with us. We are to be different, separate from the world. That does not mean that we   

isolate ourselves; rather, it means that we must exhibit the characteristics of God to a world that desperately needs him. 

How do we do that? By being pure!  

The Israelites were given dietary restrictions to keep them pure, and as they were obedient they demonstrated who they 

were as God’s people. Similarly, we obey God’s commands so that we will be like him. We monitor our behavior,         

eliminating sinful actions and habits. We control our tongues, stemming the tide of hateful or hurtful speech. We even 

evaluate our thoughts, taking every unacceptable thought captive. We do all of these things in order to be pure as        

followers of Christ. 

But take note of this: the Israelites did not aspire to holiness to catch God’s attention, and neither do we. They struggled 

against sin because God had rescued them. So do we! Our lifelong pursuit of holiness is a response to the grace God has 

shown us. God’s love for us compels us to eliminate sin from our lives so that we are purified! 

 

For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

Leviticus 11:45 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWELVE 
YOU ALSO BE HOLY 

The writers of the New Testament frequently quoted the Old Testament. That makes sense, because what we now call the 

Old Testament was the scripture for the men who wrote the New Testament. They relied on it because they knew it to be 

the record of God’s testimony to the Israelites. Because of that, if we read the New Testament carefully we will find      

numerous quotations, references, and allusions to the language of the Old Testament. If we truly desire to understand 

what the writers of the New Testament meant, then we must understand why they quote from the Old Testament in the 

manner they do, which requires us to understand the source material first. 

This is one of those texts in the New Testament that refers back to the Old Testament. “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

Does that sound familiar? It should, because it was the text we read from yesterday! Peter drew from his knowledge of 

Leviticus 11 to instruct his readers in the early church. When we read Leviticus 11 yesterday, we found God’s command to 

be holy placed at the end of a litany of dietary restrictions that were designed to keep the Israelites ceremonially clean. 

Though we do not necessarily understand why some animals were clean and others were not, we do know that God     

demanded obedience from his people so that they would be pure and able to live in his presence. We also know that they 

were obedient as a response to what God had already done for them. In other words, they were not working their way to 

God; rather, they were to be obedient because God had delivered them! 

In our passage today, Peter reminds his audience of the command to holiness. How did this Old Testament command  

relate to the Christ followers in the early church? It may be helpful for you to read all of 1 Peter 1 now. In the introduction 

to the letter, Peter identified his readers as those chosen by God to be sanctified by God’s Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus, 

and to be covered by the blood of Jesus (v. 1-2). He began the body of the letter by offering praise to God for the salvation 

that has been delivered to him and to his readers (v. 3-5). He spoke of the joy in Christ Jesus that they had found by    

persevering through trials (v. 6-9). He wrote of how the prophets who had come before had sought to learn more about 

God’s grace, and how the prophets had learned that their message served those who came after them (v. 10-12). Peter 

drew on this remarkable pedigree of God’s plan, enacted throughout history and declared by the prophets before them, to 

underline the gravity of the call to obedience. “Therefore,” Peter wrote, “preparing your minds for action, and being sober-

minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (v. 13). He           

encourages them to be focused and prepared, with their hearts fully enraptured by the Lord. Next is our passage above, 

where he instructs them to eliminate patterns of sin from their lives as they imitate God, who is holy (v. 14-16). They were 

to live in fearful respect of God because they knew that they were delivered from sinful lifestyles to faith and hope 

through the precious blood of Jesus Christ (v. 17-21). This new pattern of life, lived in response to God’s grace, prepared 

them to love one another out of pure hearts (v. 22).  

If you look at the pattern of Peter’s writing, what you will notice is that he calls upon his readers to recognize what God 

had done for them and act accordingly. Will you take that challenge? God has prepared for us an amazing salvation, 

preached by prophets and pastors and bought with the blood of Jesus! Live in fearful respect of God by removing the  

clutter and debris of sin from your life! Be holy as he is holy, and prepare your heart to love others and glorify our great 

God! 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you 

also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ 

1 Peter 1:14-16 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY THIRTEEN 
SUCH IS THE GENERATION 

The book of Psalms provided the nation of Israel with a songbook for their corporate worship. When they gathered to 

worship holy God, they had a vast array of songs covering a multitude of experiences that would help them to bring their 

collective expressions of dependence upon God before him. The words of these songs were intended to elevate their 

hearts together in worship, drawing them closer to the God who had delivered them and to each other as fellow members 

of the community of God’s people. 

As they sang the 24th Psalm together, its penetrating questions would have humbled them before God. Who indeed 

would be able to stand in the presence of God? Only the one with clean hands and a pure heart, the one who did not   

invest in falsehood with either his heart or his mouth. If they truly followed God as they claimed, this psalm would force 

them to evaluate the condition of their hearts. When they lifted their hands before God, they would have to ask if those 

hands had reached out to others in love and honesty. When they opened their hearts to God, they would have to look  

inside and see if their motives honored him. Were their souls filled with falsehood, or were they well-kept bastions of 

faithfulness to God? Was their testimony sound, or did they lack integrity? Their ability to approach God and experience 

the blessing of his presence hinged on those questions.  

Sadly, the history of the Israelites in the Old Testament was one of failure. The answers to those questions, by and large, 

were negative, so much so that they experienced the absence of God’s presence and enslavement at the hands of their  

enemies. Instead of receiving blessing and righteousness from God, they reaped the rewards of their choices. 

How do we measure up today? If we were to sing Psalm 24 in church this Sunday, would God find us faithful? We have 

the incomparable blessing of salvation through the blood of Jesus, but that does not mean that God has relaxed his      

expectations of us. We must still have clean hands and pure hearts. We must not lift our souls to what is false or swear 

deceitfully. If we are to experience the presence of God in our lives, we must walk in purity. “Such is the generation of 

those who seek him.”  

How we desperately need a generation that seeks God today! Our nation is mired in political impotence. Our leaders fight 

for polarized agendas and seem unable to find common ground. Our public places are danger zones, with mass shootings 

becoming alarmingly common. As a “sexually liberated” culture, we are enslaved to promiscuous relationships and       

pornography while our ability to have lasting marital relationships and solid families has atrophied. Our churches too  

frequently pander to those who want easy answers and feel-good experiences. 

Our nation needs for us to wake up and serve the Lord! Those around us need to see our clean hands reaching out to 

them with the gospel and with love. They need to see in our motives the genuine desire to serve in the love of Christ, not 

the American compulsion to get ahead of everyone else. They need to see our hearts, our minds, our souls, our emotions, 

awash with the conviction that only Jesus can fill the void we all experience. They need for us to live in purity and glorify 

God! God, grant us hearts to be the generation that seeks you with all our hearts! 

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. He will receive blessing from the LORD and 

righteousness from the God of his salvation. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God 

of Jacob. 

Psalm 24:3-6 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY FOURTEEN 
ABOUNDING LOVE LEADING TO PURITY 

The love of Jesus Christ drives us to purity. Because God has worked in our lives in such an amazing way, we respond to 

his grace by aspiring to purity. Because we are thankful for his mercy, we learn his precepts. Because we love him, we 

obey his commands. Paul wrote of this pattern to the church in Philippi. He made known his affection for those fellow 

believers, thanking God for their faithful partnership in the gospel before telling them how he prayed for them. 

Paul prayed that the Philippians’ love would continue to grow. That’s the pattern in the life of a believer. God has   

demonstrated his great love for us by sending his Son to die in our place. As his love fills our hearts, it overflows into love 

for others. Paul wanted this for his readers, and he prayed that God would continue to make their love grow. However, he 

did not pray only for love. He asked God to make their love grow alongside their knowledge and discernment. He wanted 

them to grow in their understanding of the things of God and in their ability to perceive God’s direction in their lives, and 

he fervently asked God to grow them in this way so that they may know what was excellent and, as a result, be pure and 

blameless before God. Then they would be filled with the fruit of righteousness and bring glory to God. 

We need to pray for God to grow us in this same way. We need to ask him to let our love abound more and more. The 

people in our lives need to see the love of God shining through us! As our love for God flows into love for one another, the 

world will know that we are truly disciples of Jesus. But we also need to ask him to help us to grow in knowledge and   

discernment. When we do this, we will find that God responds by maturing us as disciples and teaching us how to know 

what is excellent so that we can be pure and blameless.  

Did you catch that? Purity comes as a result of knowledge and discernment. We need God’s love, but alongside it we need 

understanding. That’s why we must devote ourselves to becoming students of the Bible. We must commit ourselves to the 

daily reading of God’s Word. We need to study it, to soak our hearts and our minds in it, to memorize it, to learn from 

others around us, to come to understand it so reflexively that it drives our words and actions. That is how God allows us 

to grow in knowledge and discernment, and when we commit to his methods, we will grow in purity before him! 

We all need to continue to grow regardless of how long we have been followers of Jesus Christ, and we must ask God to 

help us to grow in this way. However, we can and should also pray for others to grow as well! Paul prayed for the         

Philippian believers to grow, and we should do the same for our fellow believers. Take the time to lift up those around you 

and ask God to grow them as well. Pray for the other members of your eGroup. As we learn from God’s Word together, 

we grow together in understanding and purity. When we do this, it is God who gets the glory! 

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may  

approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Philippians 1:9-11 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY FIFTEEN 
GOD WANTS OUR HEARTS 

The battle for purity begins in our hearts. It is vitally important for us to engage the battle with sin deep within our own 

hearts, refusing to give even the tiniest bit of ground in this most important of battlegrounds. This may sound like a no-

brainer, but though we may know it, it is sobering how frequently we fail to give it the focus it requires. 

A failure to guard our hearts affects everything we do, and it is easy to fall into that pattern of behavior. The reason that it 

is so easy to falter in this duty is because it isn’t always immediately noticeable to those around us. When our hearts begin 

to wander from the Lord, we are often able to keep up the charade so that others, and sometimes even ourselves, do not 

notice. Make no mistake, however, eventually the results will bleed to the surface of our lives and everyone will know. 

This is what happened to the Israelites. Instead of honoring God with their whole hearts, they sought external obedience 

without allowing love for God to penetrate. Quoting Isaiah, Jesus rebuked the scribes and the Pharisees for doing exactly 

this. “You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 

heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men’” (Matthew 15:7-9). On 

another occasion, Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which 

outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear 

righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:27-28). 

God demands more from us than surface obedience. He wants our hearts! That is why Jesus told those listening to him 

that the one who seeks to look at a woman to lust after her has already committed adultery in his heart and why the one 

who bears anger in his heart for his brother will be as liable to judgment as a murderer (Matthew 5:21-30). It isn’t enough 

for us simply to restrain ourselves from bad behavior; God expects us to purge sinful motives from our hearts as well. 

Time will reveal what is in our hearts, whether that be good or evil. We may be able to hide behind a façade of good works 

or proper behavior for a while, but eventually others will come to know who we truly are. As Jesus taught in Luke 6:45, 

“The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure        

produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 

What is in our hearts will come out eventually, either to our embarrassment or to the glory and honor of our great God. 

That is why we must engage the battle at its first and most important point, in our hearts. What do we think of ourselves? 

If we believe that we are better than others, our arrogance will show itself. If we seek our own good, our self-centeredness 

will be apparent. If it is lust, or greed, or anger, or bitterness, those things will be how people recognize us.  

What are you doing to guard your heart? Do you bathe it in God’s Word? Do you seek to knit your heart to the heart of 

God through prayer and fasting? Do you take every evil thought and temptation captive so that it has no opportunity to 

take root in your heart? Do you esteem others, noticing their worth and valuing them as God would? Is your heart a    

hotbed of gratitude and thankfulness for the blessings God has placed in your life? 

If those questions left you uncomfortable, then you’re in good company. We all have room to improve. The good news is 

that if your heart was pricked, that means that it is sensitive to God’s working. Let’s all endeavor to guard our hearts with 

all vigilance so that we can honor God together! 

Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 

Proverbs 4:23 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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Session Four  DRIVEN TO GENEROSITY 

GETTING STARTED 

 What did you put through the filter sheet this week? Did God work in your heart 

to change anything? 

 Give everyone a chance to share any matters that are on your hearts. You can    

record any prayer requests on the following lines.  

 Before you begin the video, lift each other up in prayer. Remember to lift up any 

requests that have been brought to the group! 

 eGroup Leader: If the group has not already done so, briefly review last week’s    

lesson and this week’s sermon. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  2 CORINTHIANS 9:6 

WATCH THE VIDEO LESSON NOW AND FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE 

NOTES PROVIDED BELOW. 

The notes on the following pages will guide you through the lesson. The lines below 

have been provided in case you would like to add your own notes.  
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DRIVEN TO GENEROSITY 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  2 CORINTHIANS 9:6 

 When we discuss ____________________, we are talking about a ____________________ issue. 

 

 

 Generosity encapsulates the idea of giving ____________________. 

 

 

 Nothing can be placed in or taken out of a ____________________ hand. 

 

 

 Things can be placed in and taken freely out of an ____________________ hand. 

 

 

 ____________________ includes the idea of giving abundantly. 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 When you discuss money, do you think of it as a wallet issue or a heart issue? 

 

 

 

 How do you feel about the idea of being open-handed? 

 

 

 

 Have you ever benefited from the unexpected generosity of someone else? 
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 How do you think seeing money as a heart issue relates to this week’s memory verse? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 Many pastors talk about money because it has such a ____________________  ____________________ 

to the heart! 

 

 

 When we are generous, we ____________________ the selfish hold of things and get our focus 

on ____________________ and ____________________! 

 

GENEROSITY MAP 

When did I serve this week? 

When can I serve next week? 

What is my skill(s)? 

Where can I use my skill(s)? 
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What things do I have that specific people could use? 

I currently give $_______________ to a church each paycheck. 

I currently give $_______________ to individuals each paycheck. 

I want to give $_______________ to a church each paycheck. 

I want to give $_______________ to individuals each paycheck. 

To do this, I need to eliminate $_______________ from my budget each paycheck. 

I can do this by no longer buying or by cutting back on 

MY STORY 

I know I was saved when 

Jesus has changed my life by (be as specific as you can) 
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 There is a huge difference between generous ____________________ of your resources and the 

____________________ of life. 

 

 

 As you serve through your time and your talents, generously give your ____________________! 

 

 

 Are you willing to suffer ____________________ to fill a need? 

 

 

 Do not ____________________ at your money. 

 

 

 Here are some benchmarks: 

 

 

 Step 1: ____________________ something! 

 

 

 Step 2: Begin to ____________________. 

 

 

 Step 3: Two to four times a year, do a large ____________________ of ____________________. 

 

 

 Step 4: Give ____________________ and ____________________ your tithe. 

 

 

 Being ____________________ shows people how much you care about them so when you speak 

about ____________________, they know you mean it! 

 

 

 God foresaw all of our ____________________ with money. 



 

 

69 

NEXT STEPS 

Spend time this week praying and fasting about how God would have you change 

your finances. Write your commitment here. 

THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE 

Post a picture on Facebook or Instagram of someone who has demonstrated         

generosity to you and thank them for what they have done. If it would embarrass 

them, you do not have to identify them. Make sure to tag Encounter Church so we 

can hear your story! 

EACH DAY 

 Read the devotional material for each day on the following pages. Write down any 

striking thoughts or prayer requests and share them with someone in your group. 

 Read the memory verse from this session each day. Commit it to memory before 

your next group meeting. 
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NOTES 

This space is for those of you who do not like to be constrained by lines. Take your 

notes freeform! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY SIXTEEN 
GLEANINGS FOR THOSE IN NEED 

We all love a good story about a generous person, don’t we? We find them all over the place! They’re printed in         

newsletters or newspapers. They serve as illustrations in blog posts. We post them on Facebook or read them in our 

friends’ posts. Sometimes they even find a spot as the fluff piece at the end of a news segment. Why do we enjoy them so 

much? It is likely because generosity is not the norm for our culture, and we like to see that it isn’t completely gone! 

In God’s plan, generosity is the norm, not greed. God designed the Law to help the Israelites to develop a society in which 

men and women could live alongside one another appropriately while honoring him together. One of the central themes 

of the Law is generous concern for the needy, and it shines through in this section. The Israelites were to tend to their 

harvests in such a way that would allow for extra food to be left for those who needed it. 

God gave the harvesters five commands in this passage, so let’s identify them. First of all, he instructed them to leave the 

borders of their fields unharvested. Second, he told them to leave behind the gleanings after they were done. What that 

meant was that when the extra bits fell to the ground, they were to leave them for others to gather. The third and fourth 

commands were similar, but regarding vineyards instead of fields. They were not to take all the grapes off the vines, and 

the ones they dropped were to be left. The fifth command sums them all up by telling them to leave all of this extra food 

for the poor and the sojourner. 

Can you imagine contemporary businesses or individuals applying these principles today? The idea is completely foreign 

to American business sense. Why would anyone want to forego earning potential when they could line their pockets with 

more? The reason that we should want to as Christ followers is because it gives us opportunities to demonstrate the love 

of Jesus to those who are in need. 

The fifth command instructed the Israelites to leave the extra food for the poor and the sojourner. What exactly is a     

sojourner? Another word for sojourner is foreigner. It is someone who had left their home and immigrated to Israel. A 

person like that would not have land ownership like an Israelite, and thus would not have many of the opportunities for 

financial improvement available to God’s people. Instead of treating them like they did not belong, God instructed his  

people to take care of them alongside the poor! 

It is worth noting that this command appears again in Leviticus 23:22, at the end of the description of the Feast of Weeks. 

This feast was one of the largest annual festivals in Israel, celebrating God’s provision in the harvest. Why would God take 

the time to reiterate this command in such a context? He wanted the Israelites to remember others even as they thanked 

him for his goodness to them. In other words, part of their worship of God was to take an active interest in the well-being 

of those around them. 

Our great God is exceedingly generous! He gives us abundantly out of his riches, but he does not do it simply to make us 

comfortable. He does it so that we can bless those around us. Has God given you more than enough to supply your needs? 

Then always be open-handed and generous with those around you! 

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the 

gleanings after the harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your 

vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God. 

Leviticus 19:9-10 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY SEVENTEEN 
GLAD AND GENEROUS HEARTS 

The political arena is a volatile place these days. Explosive arguments, vehement accusations, and even riots mark the   

current state of politics in the United States of America. Polarized agendas vie for the attention of voters, to the point that 

it seems like few people actually care what is in the best interest of the American people. Those with more liberal views 

call for government sponsored programs to assist those in need, while conservatives decry the rise of socialist policies in 

our country. 

In the midst of this, a verse like this may make for interesting conversation. Acts 2:42-47 is often cited as a model passage 

for how the church is supposed to function. In that passage, we see early believers absorbing the teaching of the apostles 

and spending much time in fellowship. There is a great deal of prayer being lifted up to God. They were people who lived 

thankful lives, praising God for what he had done for them, and every day people were being saved and added to their 

number. Clearly, God was at work among them! So when Luke writes that they “had all things in common,” how should 

we understand that? If their behavior sets an example for us today, that might make us a bit uncomfortable. Were these 

believers socialists? 

Putting an economic label on what these believers did may lead us to miss the point. Luke wasn’t interested in telling us 

whether early Christ-followers were socialists or capitalists. The important point is what it reveals about the state of their 

hearts. In verse 46, we read that they “received their food with glad and generous hearts.” That’s where our focus should 

be! They had a deep concern for the welfare of other believers, which led them to action. 

In the previous devotional we looked at generosity in the Law. The Israelites were to honor God by taking care of one   

another. Sadly, we know from the historical accounts that follow the Law that they often used the letter of the Law as a 

tool instead of embracing its spirit. Jesus harshly criticized the Pharisees for this kind of behavior. The early church did 

things differently, letting God’s Spirit motivate them. They were thankful for what God had done for them, so they let it 

affect their actions! 

God’s grace radically changed who they were. They had all things in common, not because of an economic system or    

because of a legal restriction, but because they loved Jesus and therefore one another. They shared what they had. When 

necessary, they sold possessions so that no one in their midst would have to go without a need being met. They were   

together in unity, worshipping God and fellowshipping with one another. When they did this, God moved powerfully in 

their midst! 

How do we live this today? Does God require that we give up all of our stuff? Perhaps, but that may again miss the point. 

What God requires of us is that we allow his love to drive us to generosity! That means that we put the well-being of   

others ahead of our own comfort for the sake of his kingdom. We share what we have instead of clutching our hoard like a 

greedy dragon. It may be something as simple as letting a friend borrow a movie, book, or video game that they want to 

use. It may be something less comfortable, like giving away our time to help a brother in need. And yes, in extreme cases it 

may mean selling something to gather resources for someone who is in dire need. Whatever the situation, God’s love 

should drive us to have glad and generous hearts that see to the needs of our fellow Christians! 

And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings 

and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

Acts 2:44-45 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY EIGHTEEN 
DON’T FORGET ABOUT GENEROSITY! 

Generosity is a theme that winds its way all through the Scriptures. As surely as the themes of redemption, grace, or love, 

we find generosity lurking around every corner. That may be surprising to us, because when we think of the grand themes 

of the Bible, those others readily come to mind. After all, the point of Jesus coming to die on the cross was to reconcile us 

to him, right? But the theme of generosity always tags along, like the baby brother who always wants to play with the  

older kids but gets left out until Mom and Dad remind them. 

We’re too often like the big brothers and sisters. Confident in the love of our Father, we go about our lives, playing our 

games and seeking his approval for the macaroni pictures we put together for him. But when we take the time to listen, 

he is there, reminding us not to forget about generosity. 

The book of Proverbs warns us against falling into sin by neglecting generosity. In Proverbs 14:21, we are warned that   

sinners are the ones who despise their neighbors, but God blesses those who are generous. We are to take care of our 

neighbors by being generous with them, and to neglect this is to embrace sin. And lest we try to get around this by      

defining who may or may not be our neighbor, let us remember the parable of the Good Samaritan. When Jesus finished 

the story, his audience was forced to admit that the Samaritan had behaved as a neighbor to someone who was not his 

neighbor. Jesus told them to go and do likewise, and he says the same to us.  

At this point we may think, “That’s all well and good, but this isn’t a central idea to the Christian life. It’s not like we’re 

talking about reading the Bible, praying, or sharing our faith.” If we think like that, then we dishonor God. Later in the 

same chapter of Proverbs, the stakes are raised for us. “Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is 

generous to the needy honors him.” When we allow generosity to fade to the periphery of our lives, we give insult to our 

great, generous God. The poor are on his heart, and he desires for us to see to their needs. Can you imagine trying to walk 

with Jesus, filled with the Spirit of God, yet insult him by oppressing the poor? Those things simply do not work together. 

If we are walking in the Spirit, then we will have a heart to help those who need it. 

At the same time, we do not want to become burdened excessively. We simply cannot do everything. There are far too 

many in need for us to be able to single-handedly fend off poverty! What we need is to cultivate generous hearts. God 

cares for the poor, so we must care for the poor. As we enjoy the blessings that God gives us, we must seek to spread 

those blessings to others. Think of yourself as a steward of God’s incredible storehouse of riches. What he gives us is on 

his expense account, so we need not worry about what we eat or what we wear. He will take care of us! However, if we 

start using that account to indulge in unnecessary luxury, the boss may start auditing our receipts! Instead, let us tend to 

God’s business, which is to make disciples of all nations and to see his kingdom spread over all the earth. When we use 

what he gives us to take care of others, his kingdom inches forward. Let us honor God together by loving those around us 

with the resources God has given us! 

Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor. 

Proverbs 14:21 

Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him. 

Proverbs 14:31 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY NINETEEN 
THE ONE THING THEY ASKED 

In the letter to the Galatian church, Paul wrote to remind them of the gospel that he preached to them. When he was with 

them, they received the gospel with joy and started a local church in the city, but since his departure, false teachers had 

come to them. These false teachers proclaimed that they must keep the Law in order to be saved. To say that this teaching 

irritated Paul would be an enormous understatement! He responded to it by stating, “But even if we or an angel from 

heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.” That’s a bold      

statement, and one that he felt strongly enough to repeat! Continuing on, he said, “As we have said before, so now I say 

again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8-9). 

These false teachers would have had the Galatians to abandon God’s grace in favor of works. They wanted them to accept 

the idea that Jesus would save them only if they kept the restrictions of the Law. In the letter, Paul took the time to      

recount his powerful testimony so that they would know how important it was for them to embrace grace, not works. He 

told them of his meeting with Jesus personally on the Damascus road, and how the believers in the early church were 

astonished that the one who had been persecuting them had come to faith in Jesus. He told them how after fourteen years 

of labor for the gospel, he went to Jerusalem to meet with the leaders of the church to settle the controversy over the 

place of the Law in the church. He met with Peter, James, and John, and he defended salvation by grace through faith. 

They recognized him as the messenger of the gospel to the Gentiles and embraced fellowship with him, Barnabas, and 

Titus. And at the end of the meeting, they agreed on one thing: don’t forget the poor! 

Imagine that meeting. Peter, James, John, Paul, Barnabas, and Titus were in the same room! Some of the greatest leaders in 

the history of the church met to discuss the Law, and they all agreed that salvation came through God’s grace by faith and 

not through keeping the Law. But as they were about to adjourn, one of them spoke up and said, “Oh, there is one more 

thing we need to discuss. We are certainly saved by God’s grace, but that doesn’t mean we can neglect the poor. Paul,  

Barnabas, Titus, you have our blessing to go to the Gentiles, but please remember that God has a heart to help the needy.” 

Paul agreed, saying, “I was already planning on it.” When he told the story to the Galatians, he added this interesting verse: 

“Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.” 

Consider the gravity of that statement. Paul, the messenger of the gospel to the Gentiles, who poured himself out as a  

sacrifice so that many would come to know Jesus Christ, who defended salvation by grace through faith, was eager to help 

the poor! When he planned to go across the continent to blaze new trails with the gospel, he planned to take time to help 

the needy. It wasn’t enough for him to risk his life, take beatings and imprisonment, preach Christ crucified and risen on 

our behalf, start churches, write letters to those churches to correct doctrinal errors and to encourage, or to visit them 

again as he had opportunity. He had a passion to take care of their needy as well, a fact that shows through in many of his 

letters as he talks about the generosity of some local churches toward other local churches. 

If this is a priority for Paul, shouldn’t it be a priority for us? To be sure, our priority is to share the gospel at every       

opportunity. Every single person on the face of the planet needs to hear what Jesus Christ has done for them. However, 

when the gospel impacts a community, it should also affect those in poverty in tangible ways as believers reach out and 

help them. Who do you know that you can help? Pray, asking God to show you how he would have you help those in 

need! 

Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

Galatians 2:10 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY 
CONDUITS OF GOD’S BLESSING 

So far this week, we’ve seen generosity throughout the pages of Scripture. We saw how it was incorporated into the Law 

in the Old Testament, influencing those who loved the LORD their God to let his love flow out from them to those around 

them. We read about the church in the book of Acts, where early believers shared what they had with one another and 

made sure that no one went without necessities. The Proverbs gave us some insight into the wisdom of generosity, and 

how it demonstrates whether or not we truly love and respect our God. We were offered a look into the heart of the  

apostle Paul, who saw it as part of his mission not only to take the gospel to those who needed it, but also to take care of 

the poor on his way. Today we return to the letter of 2 Corinthians to see how God is behind the whole endeavor.  

The nation around us is the most affluent culture in history, boasting advances in medicine, technology, and industry that 

would have been unthinkable to the empires of history past. It is sad that despite these riches, we still have not managed 

to stamp out hunger and poverty. Instead, we have seen a surge of laziness and entitlement as we have become far too 

comfortable with our luxury.  

At Encounter Church, we want to cultivate an attitude that is completely counter to contemporary American culture. We 

want to make disciples who lift high the glory of God and push forward the boundaries of his kingdom. For that to      

happen, we must change our perspective on wealth. We do not want to emulate the standards of our culture, where greed 

is good and accumulating more stuff to enjoy is the endgame of life. We do not want to ride the wave of success,          

becoming lazy and entitled even as we lose touch with the mission of the Great Commission or believing that having more 

stuff and fewer problems is a mark of God’s favor. We want to be different! 

At the same time, we do not want to create a culture in which people are shamed for their achievement. We do not want 

to cover our people with a cloud of judgment if God blesses them with material wealth. We want to find a better way, and 

that way is found in recognizing God’s purpose for us and for the blessings he gives us. 

That purpose is for us to bless others! 

In 2 Corinthians 9, Paul gives several principles for handling wealth. He tells us that we will reap bountifully if we sow 

bountifully (v. 6). He reminds us that God wants us to give willingly because he loves cheerful givers (v. 7). Then he 

comes to verse 8, where he gives us this important reassurance: “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that  

having sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” What he is sharing with us here is that 

God will take care of our needs so that we will be able to be a blessing to other people.  

Are you concerned that you will not be able to help those around you? God will make you able! In verse 11 Paul reiterates, 

saying, “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way.” This demands that we see our resources      

differently! God has blessed us with much so that we can bless others! He is the giver behind whatever we have, so that 

we can be givers who show others the way to him. In our careers, in our hobbies, in our whole lives, we should see       

ourselves not as collection points of wealth, but as conduits through which God is able to channel resources like money, 

food, clothes, goods, time, skills, and help to those who need to experience his goodness! Brothers and sisters, let God ’s 

love drive us to  be generous with those around us so that his name will be lifted up and praised throughout the earth! 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,                          

you may abound in every good work. 

2 Corinthians 9:8 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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Session Five  DRIVEN TO OUR KNEES 

GETTING STARTED 

 If God challenged you to use your resources differently, share it with the group. 

 Give everyone a chance to share any matters that are on your hearts. You can    

record any prayer requests on the following lines.  

 Before you begin the video, lift each other up in prayer. Remember to lift up any 

requests that have been brought to the group! 

 eGroup Leader: If the group has not already done so, briefly review last week’s    

lesson and this week’s sermon. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons 

we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 

power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that 

sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to 

make it obedient to Christ.  2 CORINTHIANS 10:3-5 

WATCH THE VIDEO LESSON NOW AND FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE 

NOTES PROVIDED BELOW. 

The notes on the following pages will guide you through the lesson. The lines below 

have been provided in case you would like to add your own notes.  
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DRIVEN TO OUR KNEES 
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons 

we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 

power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that 

sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to 

make it obedient to Christ.  2 CORINTHIANS 10:3-5 

 We are engaged in a ____________________  ____________________ for the soul of every person who 

walks this earth! 

 

 

 If you have been working on the spiritual ____________________ from the previous sessions, 

you have entered the battlefield. 

 

 

 It is our duty to use our spiritual weapons to tear down the spiritual ____________________ 

that are holding people captive! 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 How have you engaged spiritual battles? 

 

 

 

 Have you felt pressure from Satan in response? 

 

 

 

 How has your lifestyle caused those around you to take notice? 
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 What damage have you seen done by people in the name of Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 When other Christ-followers do damage in the name of Christ, should we 

____________________ them or ____________________ them? 

 

 

 ____________________ is our most important defense against Satan’s attacks. 

 

 

 Sometimes we may have to agree to ____________________. 

 

 

 We are not fighting ____________________, but Satan! 

 

 

 Our goal is to win ____________________ and to help them move ____________________ to Christ. 

 

 

 The armor of God helps us to share the gospel. 

 

 

 The belt of ____________________ keeps us pure in speech! 

 

 

 The ____________________ of righteousness helps us to be generous and pure with who we 

are. 

 

 

 The shoes of the ____________________ of peace keep us standing on a firm foundation. 
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(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

Take this time to practice sharing your story. You can either split off into pairs or share with 

the whole group! 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 The shield of faith frees us from ____________________ and helps us to share the gospel 

with confidence! 

 

 

 We do not have a ____________________ faith, but a faith in facts. 

 

 

 The ____________________ of salvation is the promise of victory through salvation! 

 

 

 We have already ____________________ the war! Share the gospel knowing it guarantees 

____________________ from death! 

 

 

 The sword of the Spirit is the ____________________, the very Word of God! 

 

 

 The Bible convicts people of ____________________, shows the ____________________ of God, and 

brings people to Christ. 

 

 

 When we ____________________ Scripture and use it, it can take root in someone’s heart and 

sprout later. 
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 Persistent prayer and fasting will line your ____________________ up with God’s.  

 

 

 Some people think they need a certain level of ____________________ before they can engage in 

spiritual warfare, but that is a lie. 

 

 

 Let’s work together as a church and win ____________________ for Christ! 
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NEXT STEPS 

Think of someone you know that needs to hear the gospel. Pray that God would give 

you an opportunity to share with them this week, and then find that opportunity! 

THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE 

Find a news story or blog post that tells about someone glorifying God with their life 

and share it on Facebook. Remember to tag Encounter Church so we can read it, too! 

EACH DAY 

 Read the devotional material for each day on the following pages. Write down any 

striking thoughts or prayer requests and share them with someone in your group. 

 Read the memory verse from this session each day. Commit it to memory before 

your next group meeting. 
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NOTES 

This space is for those of you who do not like to be constrained by lines. Take your 

notes freeform! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-ONE 
WRESTLING AGAINST THE POWERS 

Our daily experiences teach us to guard against other people. People hurt us! Businesses and bosses take care of the     

bottom line better than they do employees. Politicians guard their voting records, playing their political games so that 

they can get re-elected when their current term is over. Every day it seems like drivers get crazier, people get lazier, and 

we all slide a little further down the path to ruin. At some point, most of us have exclaimed, “What is wrong with         

people?!” 

There is a dangerous spirit of fear in many Americans today. The fear is that the continued liberalization of our nation will 

spell the end of religious freedom for us all. The new “tolerance” is often intolerant toward Christian people, and        

eventually speaking the truth of God’s Word may not simply lead to ostracism; it may lead to imprisonment. Are these 

fears founded? Only God knows for sure. In the meantime, it is a common pattern to see believers give up love, circle the 

wagons, and fight against those who would tear freedom away from us. An “us against them” mentality prevails. 

But that is not the pattern of God’s Word. The people we meet need to see the radical love of Jesus Christ, not our skills in 

rhetoric, persuasion, or legal argument. That does not mean that we should simply give away our freedom without a word 

in protest. What it means is that those who would oppress us need to see the love of Jesus Christ, not a militant church. 

Why is that the case? It is the case because our battle is not against flesh and blood. Other people are not our enemies in 

this spiritual warfare; they are hostages that need to be liberated! Our battle is against Satan and his forces, who are    

arrayed against the God who loved us and paid with his own precious blood to redeem us! 

Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, saw this and proclaimed it in the letter to the Ephesian church. He told them not to wage 

war according to human means, but instead to see their enemy for who he really is and to rest in the strength of their ally, 

Jesus Christ. They were to strengthen themselves in the Lord and to put on the whole armor of God so that they would be 

ready to stand against the plots of the enemy. 

That enemy, Satan, seems like the stuff of cheesy fiction to people today. He has been portrayed over and over as a lovable 

goof, a bumbling underachiever, or a suave yet relatable anti-hero. Rarely, however, is he seen as evil in any meaningful 

way. Let us not be fooled! Peter warned us that we should be vigilant because “your adversary the devil prowls around like 

a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). He wants to see us destroyed! 

Thankfully, our ally is greater than our enemy! According to Colossians 2:15, God “disarmed the rulers and authorities and 

put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him [Jesus Christ].” So instead of searching about for weapons that 

we can use to our advantage, we are to stand firm in the Lord and in the strength of his might. We do not rely on our own 

ingenuity, but in the might of the Lord Jesus Christ. We put on the armor he gives us, stand firm in his might, and wrestle 

against the spiritual forces that Satan wants to use to destroy us. 

And what about the people around us? They need us to do these things as well. They need for us to remember who our 

enemy is, so that we resist him. They need us to remember who our ally is, so we trust in him. They need us to strive 

against Satan’s schemes as we love them and share God’s grace with them! 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 6:10-12 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-TWO 
READY FOR BATTLE 

In the last devotional we looked at the way that Paul instructed us to engage in spiritual warfare. However, we did not 

take time to look at the armor that God has given us. What does it mean to put on the whole armor of God? Paul ’s      

imagery in this passage is well-known and vivid, but also quite practical. Each piece is a vital component of a vibrant walk 

with Christ, so let’s look at each piece briefly. 

The first piece is the belt of truth. What good is a belt? Simply put, it keeps our pants up! Our moral authority comes 

from our moral integrity. When we cherish sin and lie about it, our ability to share the gospel is compromised because 

others perceive hypocrisy in us. When we strap on truthfulness, it keeps us from being embarrassed. In addition to this, a 

belt was where a soldier would have fastened his sword. Without a belt, he would have no place to carry his sword and no 

weapon to wield in combat. Similarly, if we do not live in honesty and integrity, we will have no room for the sword of the 

Spirit! 

Any marksman will tell you that if you want to kill, you aim for the head or heart. A breastplate protects the heart from 

damage, and the one that God offers us is that of his righteousness. When we put the righteousness of Christ over our 

hearts, it protects us from the most legitimate threat we could ever face: the judgment we deserve because of our own sin! 

“...and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.” Good footwear keeps our feet safe 

and allows us unhindered mobility. When we are saturated with the gospel, our hearts and minds are ready and waiting to 

share! That readiness keeps us on our feet, moving where God wants us to go so that his name is proclaimed! 

“In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;…” You 

can be certain that Satan will try to undermine our trust in God! He will use every circumstance to make us doubt, and if 

he succeeds we will not be prepared to battle him. God wants us to have a fearless trust in him! When you find yourself in 

troubling situations, take you fears to God, rest in him, and let him build up your faith! 

“...and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, 

with all prayer and supplication.” Paul rounds out the armor imagery with these three pieces. Just as the righteousness of 

Christ protects our hearts, his salvation protects our heads. God’s Word puts a powerful weapon in our hands, and if we 

will take the time to learn it, we will be able to effectively attack the obstacles Satan throws in our way. And we must   

certainly pray, keeping contact with God’s Spirit! 

What this passage presents is a believer who walks with God’s Spirit and is therefore ready for the battles that await him. 

He walks in integrity, honoring God with his life. He trusts in the righteousness of Christ and the salvation it provides, 

and he is always ready to share. He is protected by the many attacks of Satan by a deeply rooted faith in God, and he 

knows God’s Word and seeks to stay close to God through prayer. Let us all strive to prepare for our battles this way! 

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand 

firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and as 

shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. 

Ephesians 6:13-18 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-THREE 
A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible. Spanning a whopping 176 verses, it takes a while to read through the whole 

thing! It is worth the time to do so, as the entire Psalm is an acrostic that praises God for the way he matures those who 

follow him. What is an acrostic, you might ask? An acrostic is a type of poetry in which each stanza begins with the next 

letter of the alphabet. That is why, interspersed as headings in Psalm 119, you might see odd words like “aleph” or “waw.” 

They are the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and in each letter the psalmist speaks of the greatness of God’s Word.  

For example, in “aleph” the psalmist declares, “I will praise you with an upright heart, when I learn your righteous rules.” 

In “beth” we find the familiar verse, “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” In “waw” 

we find, “I will lift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate on your statutes.” On and 

on the psalmist continues, declaring the goodness of God’s Word for teaching us to live. 

In verse 105, the psalmist gives us this beautiful imagery: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” What an 

amazing picture of the way in which God’s Word directs us in our lives! As long as we live in this world, we will be in a 

spiritual battle. The “cosmic powers over this present darkness” wrestle against us as we strive to shine the light of Jesus 

Christ for all to see. 

A darkened path is a dangerous thing. Someone who shambles along in the darkness faces any number of perils. Holes in 

the path could lead to twisted or broken ankles. Debris like fallen branches, discarded objects, or trash could cause one to 

trip and skin knees or break bones. Predators lurking in the darkness may wait for an opportune time to strike.  

So it is with our lives. When we grope along in the darkness, we become victims to sin. Evils like greed, addiction, and 

selfishness wait to trip us up and leave our lives empty. Sexual immorality can leave our lives broken and our relationships 

fleeting. Satan waits for us, hoping to prey on our vulnerability and keep us away from God’s goodness. 

Instead of trying to navigate our way in the darkness, let us turn to the light of God’s Word! God has given it to us so that 

we do not need to stumble about and get hurt. Sadly, many think of the Bible as a rule book that enslaves us. They think 

of it as the list from a domineering parent who only cares about enforcing his right to power. Our God is not like that! He 

is not commanding us in order to feel the high from a power trip. He is a loving Father who wants to keep us from getting 

hurt in the dark! 

As we walk through our lives, we must immerse ourselves in the Bible and allow it to saturate our hearts and minds. 

Through it God will transform us and make us ready for the spiritual battles that await. When we are beset by trials, it 

will provide a light to our path. Because we have taken the time to learn what God has for us in the Bible, our feet will 

know where to step. We will recognize the dangerous spots and avoid them. 

If you’re not already committed to doing so, resolve to spend time each day reading the Bible. Learn what it says.       

Memorize verses if you are able. Take time to meditate on what it says, struggling through the difficult parts. Ask more 

mature believers about parts you do not understand so that you can learn from their wisdom and experience. When you 

do so, you will be able to declare with the psalmist, “Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them 

stumble!”  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Psalm 119:105 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-FOUR 
WE WALK BY FAITH 

Have you ever read the book of Habakkuk? It is in the Old Testament, nestled among the minor prophets between Nahum 

and Haggai. Many of us have not read it, if we’re honest, and most of us who have probably cannot remember much of 

what it has to say. Though it may be often overlooked, it is a book with a powerful message. 

The prophet Habakkuk lived in the kingdom of Judah, probably around the same time as the prophet Jeremiah. The book 

that bears his name is different from many of the other prophetical books in that Habakkuk never addresses the people 

directly. Instead, it is a record of a dialogue between Habakkuk and God. It begins with Habakkuk crying out to God over 

the spiritual decay of the nation. He questioned God’s justice, saying, “How long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? 

Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at 

wrong”  (1:2-3)? 

These are hard criticisms of our sovereign God! Habakkuk was clearly fed up with what he saw around him, and he   

wanted to know why God did not act. However, God’s response puzzled him even more. What God revealed to him was 

the imminent judgment of Judah through a foreign nation. Habakkuk questioned further, asking, “You who are of purer 

eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked      

swallows up the man more righteous than he” (1:13)? The Lord gave Habakkuk a frightful answer, declaring that all who 

deserved judgment would have their turn before him! He finished the oracle to Habakkuk with these words: “But the Lord 

is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him” (2:20). 

Habakkuk questioned God’s judgment and was answered forcefully. However, God taught Habakkuk of the kind of faith 

his people must have. When Habakkuk questioned God’s use of an invader, God told him that the judgment was coming 

at its appointed time. “If it seems slow,” God said, “wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. Behold, his soul is 

puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith” (2:3-4). 

What God told Habakkuk, and what God reveals to us, is that sometimes he requires patience of us. Habakkuk’s           

indignation over the spiritual unfaithfulness of God’s people was not without warrant. However, he lost sight of God’s 

faithfulness when he began to question God’s seeming inactivity. God’s work may seem slow or even absent to us, but we 

can rest assured that all that he has planned will take place in the time he has appointed for it. 

To the person that laughs at the idea of God, this is a terrible truth. Their puffed up souls will not be ready when the   

appointed time arrives! God’s judgment will fall on them, and it will be terrible. For those of us who are Christ followers, 

however, it is a tremendous comfort! We live by our faith, trusting that God will see all things through according to his 

sovereign plan. We need not worry about what the future holds, because we know that God holds us in his powerful hand. 

Habakkuk learned this, and even as he watched his nation crumble around him, he knew that God was faithful and just. 

He knew from God’s own mouth that hard times were coming, but he was able to rest in the security that God afforded 

him and declare, “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. GOD the Lord, is my strength; he 

makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places” (3:18-19). 

What about you? Are you able to rest in God’s security? If it seems slow, wait for it. It will surely come. In the meantime, 

remember that the righteous shall live by his faith. 

Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith. 

Habakkuk 2:4 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-FIVE 
THE FOOLISHNESS AND WEAKNESS OF GOD 

We live in a difficult context for spiritual warfare. Our culture is a product of the Enlightenment, a time when faith was 

largely abandoned in favor of reason. For several centuries the scientific mind has developed in Western civilization, and 

many people have stopped believing that anything exists that they cannot measure in some way. Of course, that just 

makes things easier for Satan. When most people do not believe in the supernatural and do not expect to see anything of 

that ilk, his forces move about unseen and undetected.   

Even so, those of us who believe carry on, trusting that our God has control. We fight battles on the spiritual front, doing 

the things that we have learned from Scripture. We take every thought captive. We demolish strongholds. We stand firm 

in the Lord. We put on the full armor of God. We deepen our trust so that we walk in faith. We learn God’s Word and 

hold fast to it so that it guides our path. After all of that, we still recognize that it is not our power that brings victory. It is 

God’s power! 

The most important thing that we carry into any spiritual battle with us is the good news of Jesus Christ! Earlier in the 

week, we noted that the people we meet in our daily lives are not our foes. They are hostages that need to be rescued, and 

so in the midst of spiritual battles we take to them the one thing that can help them, that which Paul called “the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16), the gospel! 

Sadly, many will reject the help we offer. Paul knew that as well, and he talked about it in 1 Corinthians 1. He told the 

church there that the Jews they would meet would ask for a sign to prove their validity and the Greeks with whom they 

would share would want some sort of wisdom. Instead, the gospel was to the Jews not a sign but a stumbling block, and to 

the Greeks it was not wisdom but folly. The Jews wanted to see something amazing! They wanted to see the power of God 

through healings, water parted to reveal dry ground, or something else that would identify with their history, but asking 

them to believe that a man they watched get crucified had been raised from the dead was not what they wanted. Similarly, 

the Greeks had a history of wisdom from men like Plato, Aristotle, and Socrates. They wanted the wisdom of God         

delivered to them, and a guy dying on a cross did not qualify in their minds. 

But to those who accepted the testimony of Christ crucified, what marvelous wonder! He died to take the punishment for 

our sins so that we can be reconciled to God. Adopted as sons. Declared righteous in God’s sight. Freed from our chains. 

What an amazing possibility! To those who recognize what is being offered, they see the limitless power of God at work 

and the majestic wisdom of God on display! With that in mind, Paul makes bold declaration: “For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” In more contemporary phrasing, Paul might have said, 

“God is smarter and stronger than us on his most foolish and weakest days!” 

It is our mission as we wrestle against the powers of darkness in this present age to present the gospel to those around us 

at every opportunity. We pray for them, hoping that they will be called to salvation and will see the incredible power and 

wisdom of God revealed where others have only seen weakness and foolishness! 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the  

foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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Session Six  DRIVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 

GETTING STARTED 

 Share with the group any opportunities you had to share the gospel with someone 

else. 

 Give everyone a chance to share any matters that are on your hearts. You can    

record any prayer requests on the following lines. 

 Before you begin the video, lift each other up in prayer. Remember to lift up any 

requests that have been brought to the group! 

 eGroup Leader: If the group has not already done so, briefly review last week’s    

lesson and this week’s sermon. 
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MEMORY VERSE 

Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our sphere of activity among you 

will greatly expand, so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you.                     

2 CORINTHIANS 10:15B-16A 

WATCH THE VIDEO LESSON NOW AND FOLLOW ALONG WITH THE 

NOTES PROVIDED BELOW. 

The notes on the following pages will guide you through the lesson. The lines below 

have been provided in case you would like to add your own notes.  
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DRIVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 
Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our sphere of activity among you 

will greatly expand, so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you.                     

2 CORINTHIANS 10:15B-16A 

 Does ____________________ make ____________________? 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 What do you think about someone who must always be right? 

 

 

 

 Do you ever behave this way? 

 

 

 

 What do you think about a parent who takes out the trash instead of forcing his son to 

listen to his request? 

 

 

 

 What would you do in that situation? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 God ____________________ us knowing he did not need us and knowing that we would sin. 
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 God would have been ____________________ to condemn us all to hell. 

 

 

 Jesus chose to be a ____________________ every day of his life! 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 Why do you think God would create us even knowing we would sin? 

 

 

 

 If God knew we would sin, yet still choose to become human and serve us, how does that 

make you feel about what he has done? 

 

 

 

 Take a minute to either sing a song together or read a Psalm in worship. 

 

 

 

 Now pray, thanking Jesus for what he has done for us! 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 Grace is ____________________ favor. 

 

 

 Serving is about showing ____________________ to those around you. 
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 Serving is about being like Jesus, enduring ____________________, and taking up your 

____________________. 

 

 

(Pause the video here for discussion.) 

 

 

 When is grace wrong? 

 

 

 

(Start the video again now.) 

 

 

 Should we ____________________ someone or just let it go? 

 

 

 The closer you are to Christlikeness, the more likely you are to choose ____________________. 

 

 

 When we are not sure, ____________________ tends to be the better choice. 

 

 

 If you are willing to complain, are you also willing to ____________________? 

 

 

SERVICE PLAN 

 Who can I serve? 

 Where can I serve? 
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 Service should happen in ____________________ area of your life. 

 

 

 ____________________ are you serving? 

 

 

 What is your ____________________? 

 

 

 ____________________ are you serving? 

 

 

 You will lose your ____________________ when you take an insult, do not respond, and serve 

instead. 

 

 

 You will lose your fear as you take a step of ____________________. 

 

 

 You will lose your ____________________ as you let your love for others replace it through ser-

vice. 

 

 

 Service is about winning people to ____________________. 

 How can I serve? 

 Don’t forget to sign up for e101 and find an eTeam! 
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NEXT STEPS 

How do you plan to serve? If you did not have enough room on the previous pages, 

use these lines to develop a plan! 

THE DRIVEN SOCIAL MEDIA CHALLENGE 

Post the thing that has impacted you the most during the Driven series. Remember to 

tag Encounter Church so we can praise God for your growth! 

EACH DAY 

 Read the devotional material for each day on the following pages. Write down any 

striking thoughts or prayer requests and share them with someone in your group. 

 Read the memory verse from this session each day. Commit it to memory before 

your next group meeting. 
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NOTES 

This space is for those of you who do not like to be constrained by lines. Take your 

notes freeform! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-SIX 
SO THAT YOU WILL BE A BLESSING 

When we read God’s call of Abram, we often focus on a number of different things. For example, many have made much 

of the ambiguous nature of the call. God told Abram to get up and go. There was no destination given; only a promise 

that it would be revealed in time. To Abram’s credit, it seems that he obeyed in faith. Others have focused on the privilege 

of the nation of Israel. God promised to deliver payback to any who mess with his people, and we can point back through 

history at nations and political groups that have met their ruin by picking on Israel. While these things are not wrong, we 

may miss the point if we veer down to many side paths. God called Abram, and he told him his purpose in this very     

passage. We need not look far to discover what God was doing! 

Twice in this passage God gave a statement of what he would do for Abram followed by a declaration of how he intended 

to use him. The initial command to go was followed by the first of these statements. “And I will make of you a great     

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.” God chose to bless Abram in ways 

that he could not have expected. God came to him to tell him that he would grow his descendants into a great nation. He 

told him that he would bless him and make his name great. And why would he do this for Abram? So that he would be a 

blessing!  

The next statement followed immediately. God promised to walk with Abram and his descendants, blessing anyone who 

offered blessing and cursing anyone who offered dishonor. This promise would have given great security, as Abram would 

now rest assured that regardless of what tragedies fell upon his descendants, God’s mighty hand would be there to bring 

them through it. Why did God offer this incredible promise? So that in him all the families of the earth would be blessed! 

God never intended for his blessing upon Abram to be turned into entitled luxury. His descendants would be chosen and 

protected by God, but not so that they could look condescendingly upon their neighbors. They were to be a blessing! 

Through them all the families of the earth would experience blessing! 

We know that God was true to his word. Despite the stunning unfaithfulness of the people of Israel, God preserved them. 

He brought them through invasions, captivity, and resettlement. In the fullness of time, God brought Jesus into the world 

through them, thus keeping his promise to bring blessing to all the world through Abram. The earliest Christians, stuck in 

the mindset of national Israel, did not immediately bring the gospel to the Gentiles. However, God would not be denied. 

God brought Peter to the home of Cornelius, where the gospel was received by Gentiles and the Holy Spirit fell upon 

them. God’s blessing, the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ, had come through the Israelites to the Gentiles! 

In Romans 4, Paul identifies believers of all nations as the spiritual descendants of Abraham. Just as our spiritual ancestors 

were used to bring the blessing of Jesus into the world, so also must we continue to share that blessing! God did not 

choose Abraham so that he would live a life of luxury, and he did not save us from our sin so that we could kick back and 

relax. We have been accepted into the family of God, and now we must continue to tell others about Jesus. God promised 

to bless all the families of the earth through Abraham, and it is our duty to be a blessing by making disciples of all nations! 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed. 

Genesis 12:1-3 



 

 

108 

What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-SEVEN 
GOD’S KINGDOM FILLS THE EARTH 

After years of breaking God’s covenant, God allowed the Israelites to be taken into captivity. They lost their homes, their 

land, and their ability to worship God in the temple. However, some of the Israelites refused to turn away from God,   

finding ways to serve him even in the midst of their captivity. Daniel was one such young man. He maintained his trust in 

God, and quickly established himself as someone who was different through his diet and daily habits. 

Then an unusual situation occurred. The king had a dream that troubled him, and he wanted to find some answers. So 

much so did he want to know that he was getting good advice that he refused to tell his magicians, enchanters, or        

sorcerers the content of the dream. Instead, he demanded that they not only interpret to him the dream, but also tell him 

what the dream was in the first place! This would assure him that they were truly men of insight, able to know things that 

were beyond the limits of normal human understanding. Understandably, the king’s men were anxious, and they explained 

to him that no man could do what he asked. In response, the king declared that all the wise men of the land were to be 

executed. 

When the guards came to get Daniel, he arranged a meeting with the king. He explained to him that God reveals mysteries  

and agreed to give him both the dream and the interpretation. In Daniel 2:31-45 we read Daniel’s account, and it tells an 

interesting story. The king saw a statue whose various parts were made of different substances: gold, silver, iron, bronze, 

and clay. As he watched, a stone was cut by something not human. The stone impacted the statue at its feet, destroying it 

and all its pieces. The statue was gone, but the stone grew into a great mountain that covered all the earth. The various 

materials, Daniel explained, were kingdoms of the earth. The gold was the current world power, led by Nebuchadnezzar 

himself. After him other kingdoms would arise and have their time on the earth. Ultimately, a kingdom forged by God 

himself would arise and crush the others to pieces, eventually engulfing the entire earth in its borders. 

When Jesus began his ministry, he proclaimed that God’s kingdom was at hand. He was its monarch, and his coming 

marked the beginning of its influence. Like the impact of the stone on the statue, what Jesus accomplished on earth left an 

indelible mark. Despite the amazing work that Jesus did, the kingdom is not yet here in its fullness, an idea that            

theologians mark as tension between what is already here and what has not yet come. This already-not yet tension can be 

seen in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, as the stone became the kingdom and grew to fill the whole earth. There is a time lapse 

between the impact and the completion of the filling, and we live in that time. 

Our king, Jesus, won the decisive battle against hell and death when he was crucified and rose again. He reigns in the 

hearts of his people, and as his people expand, so does the kingdom. Where the kingdom goes, the world is changed as 

God’s people live as salt and light, seasoning and brightening the world. That is our role! We are to advance the kingdom 

of our redeemer, inch by inch. We take the gospel to the lost, praying for them and leading them into a growing           

relationship with Jesus. We live according to God’s standards, demonstrating that though it may not always be easy, God’s 

ways are best. We spread the message to the ends of the earth, and we look forward to the time when Jesus will return to 

finalize his kingdom and when every tongue will confess him as Lord! 

As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them 

in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like 

the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But 

the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

Daniel 2:34-35 



 

 

110 

What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-EIGHT 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS 

For us to go to the ends of the earth with the gospel, we must first grow personally. If we do not mature in our own faith, 

we will not be able to effectively take that faith to others who need it, whether they are across the street or across the 

globe. For that to happen, we must daily soak our hearts and in minds in Scripture, calling out to God to illuminate our 

hearts and to grow us. 

Passages like the one above help us in that endeavor. Paul wrote to the Colossian church to protect them from false  

teaching that was infiltrating their congregation. At the beginning of chapter 3, he reminded them to set their hearts on 

things above because their lives are hidden in Christ. He admonished them to rid their lives of all sorts of evil behaviors 

that they used to engage in before they were saved. After that, he gave them several verses of instructions on how they 

were to live instead. As we read his words, we recognize that they give us a picture of a mature Christian, the kind of   

disciple that we want to be! Let’s take a look at it and see how we can become more mature disciples. 

Like clothing, we are to put on compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. These traits are not common in 

our culture, which values selfishness, pride, brashness, and instant gratification. We are to emulate the Lord by forgiving 

one another. Our love for one another should bring all these values together. Our hearts should be filled with the peace 

that comes from knowing God, and it should overflow in thankfulness. Our minds should marinate in Scripture as we 

meditate on it and let it guide us. We should sing together, honoring our God through passionate adoration. Paul finishes 

off this section by indicating that every single thing we do should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

What does it mean that everything we do should be done in the name of Jesus? It means that all our hearts should be bent 

toward giving our Savior honor! Our thoughts must be taken captive and made obedient to him. Our words must brim 

with the love and compassion that mark the redemptive work that Jesus accomplished for us. Our actions must      

demonstrate through service how his love has changed us. Every single thing we do must lift him up. In short, we must 

“love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5), and let 

that love overflow in our words and in our actions! 

The love of Jesus Christ drives us to the ends of the earth, but that journey begins at home. It starts in our hearts and 

minds as we learn God’s Word and pray, walking in the Spirit of God and loving one another. As we mature, God is  

equipping us to take the good news across the world! 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 

bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you must also forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Colossians 3:12-17 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY TWENTY-NINE 
DO YOU HAVE ANY FAITH? 

If you have been a regular church attender for a long time, there are some stories that you have heard time and again. 

Some of the most wonderful stories have been told to us so often that we know them by heart. Unfortunately, sometimes 

this also means that we’ve lost our sense of wonder when we hear them. 

The story of Jesus calming a raging storm is one that fits in that category. After a full day of teaching the crowds that   

followed him, Jesus told his disciples that he wanted to cross the Sea of Galilee. They agreed with him and got in the boat. 

As they began to make their way across, Jesus took a nap. After a while, an unexpected storm descended on them, making 

waves that rocked the boat and began to fill it with water. The disciples were terrified, and they went to Jesus to wake him 

up. They asked him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” In response, Jesus did something amazing. He 

spoke directly to the storm, calming it with a word. This spooked the disciples even further, and they wondered who Jesus 

could be that the storm would obey his command. 

How much are we like the disciples? Do we walk with him each day, yet quake in fear when we find ourselves in peril? Do 

we find ourselves even more fearful when he smooths our paths? Their faith was strong enough to send them running to 

Jesus, yet not deep enough to truly trust him. Was their question a cry for help or an accusation? It sounds like it could be 

a little of both. “Don’t you care?” 

The question that Jesus asked them is telling. “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” There is no doubt that they 

were in danger, and to our perception, it seems as though their fear was justified. After all, they were in a sinking boat and 

their teacher was sleeping through it! However, it seems as though Jesus expected them to believe even in the face of 

those facts. His presence should have been enough for them to take confidence! 

God wants to grow in us a fearless faith, and he will not stop enlarging our faith until we get there. He wants us to look at 

our most troubling circumstances and reckon them as insignificant next to him. Psalm 112 gives us a picture of a righteous 

man that fits with this idea, stating that “he is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD.”  

The journey from fearful to fearless is not an easy one. Circumstances will cloud our lives, leaving us wondering when 

things will get better. Troubles will come hard on the heels of each other, sometimes overlapping and threatening to  

overwhelm us like the storm spilling water into the disciples’ boat. The only answer is for us to enlarge our vision of God! 

He loves us, promises to take care of us, and will see us through anything that comes our way. 

Interestingly, the passage never tells how Jesus had planned to deal with the storm. Would he have slept through the 

whole thing? If so, would the boat have simply refused to capsize? We do not have those answers, and neither did the  

disciples. The more important thing was their faith. Did they trust? Did they believe?  

Do we trust? Do we believe? Like the disciples, we must run to Jesus with our problems. Yet we must also cultivate     

fearless hearts that refuse to fear circumstances that God has promised to bring us through! 

And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be Still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great 

calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

Mark 4:39-40 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS, DAY THIRTY 
SALVATION BELONGS TO OUR GOD 

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul wrote that “if in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” 

Thankfully, that is not the case! The good news of Jesus is not just that he was crucified to pay for our sins, not just that 

he rose from the grave, not just that he ascended into heaven and intercedes for us now, but also that he will return! In 

fact, Paul referred to the return of Jesus Christ as our blessed hope. We eagerly look forward to his return, when he will 

finish his work of redemption. 

Think of how wonderful that time will be! It is our blessed hope because when he returns, Jesus will make all things new. 

He will eliminate all sin and all evil, restoring the world to the way that it was intended to be. At that time, the mission of 

the gospel will be complete. All will have heard the good news, and all will have chosen what they want to do with it. The 

already-not yet tension of God’s kingdom will dissipate, as what we experience in part now will be fully realized. King   

Jesus will reign supreme! 

When that time comes, we will worship alongside the church throughout the ages. Every person in history who was a  

follower of Jesus Christ will be present to passionately adore him! Can you imagine that scene? We will be lifting up  

praises to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords alongside Peter, James, John, Paul, Timothy, Titus, Polycarp, Irenaeus,    

Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Jonathan Edwards, Billy Graham, and every other believer! We 

won’t even have the time to be star struck, as our attention will rightfully be captured by the presence of Jesus. 

The book of Revelation gives us a preview of what is to come. Numerous scenes give us insight into the worship that takes 

place continually around the throne of Almighty God, and one of those scenes is in Revelation 7. A great multitude of 

martyrs stands before the throne, lifting up praises to God and shouting, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!” This is a beautiful picture of what praise will be like, because the group doing the praising is 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages! 

The praise that God will receive around his throne in eternity will be from people drawn from across the globe. Do you 

doubt that the gospel will truly go to the ends of the earth? Then consider that God will receive praise from every nation, 

tribe, tongue, and people! He will be worshipped by Americans, English, and Spanish. He’ll be worshipped by the French. 

He’ll be worshipped by Canadians. He’ll be worshipped by French-Canadians. Mexicans, Germans, Dutch, Nigerians, South 

Africans, Japanese, Chinese, and Samoans. The Swiss won’t be neutral; they’ll be stepping into worship! You may rub 

shoulders with someone from a tribe in a remote part of a jungle that you didn’t even know existed. And we will all be 

there to give our God and king the praise he so rightly deserves! 

We have a great privilege, and that is to go to the ends of the earth. God’s love drives us to go and to share what he has 

done with everyone. When it is all said and done, we will get to take part in the most incredible, multi-ethnic celebration 

of God’s glory in history! 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and      

peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 

their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

Revelation 7:9-10 
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What do you think this passage said to its original audience? 

How do you think that applies to your life? 

List some concrete ways that you will live out these verses. 

Now talk to God, asking him to help you live what the Bible 

says. 
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THE ENCOUNTER CHURCH CORE 

     This is who we are at our core. Every large gathering and small 

group should encourage us to develop these patterns in our lives as 

we grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

1. PASSIONATE ADORATION  Our ultimate purpose is to give our absolute best to the one who has 

given us far beyond what we could ever deserve! We live our lives daily in service to the living God 

and prepare our hearts to meet with him so that when we come to Sunday gathering we are   

brimming with eager anticipation! 

2. PERPETUAL PRAYER We walk with our God through the daily exercise of prayer. We share our  

burdens with him, make our requests known to him, and humble ourselves before him through 

confession of sin. As we see him work in our lives and in the lives of others, we learn to trust him 

more and more. In order to focus our hearts and minds on special times of prayer, we participate 

in fasting so as to declare ourselves wholly dependent upon him. 

3. PRACTICAL LEARNING  As followers of Jesus Christ, we do not live in ignorance. God has given us 

the Bible, his Word, to teach us that which he wishes us to know. As we apply ourselves to the  

reverent, yet enthusiastic study of the Bible, we hear God’s voice through God’s Word, and he   

matures us as disciples and teaches us how to proclaim his excellencies to the world!  

4. PERSISTENT WITNESSING Those who passionately adore the one true God cannot help but speak 

of what they have seen! Because of this, we make it a pattern of our lives to talk about the grace 

God has shown us to those who will hear so that they will be raised to life in Christ, and we pray 

that God’s Spirit will work in their hearts to bring them to encounter him! 
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THE ENCOUNTER CHURCH CODE 

     This is how we express who we are!  

1. WE ARE VERTICAL.                                                                                                               
It’s about God’s glory. 

2. WE BELIEVE GOD’S WORD IS FINAL.                                                                                      
It’s about biblical authority. 

3. WE ARE UNIFIED.                                                                                                                                    
It’s about promoting unity.  

4. WE ARE DIFFERENCE MAKERS.                                                                                                               
It’s about valuing people. 

5. WE ARE CONTRIBUTORS, NOT CONSUMERS.                                                                                         
It’s about strategically serving. 

6. WE BELIEVE BIG AND START SMALL.                                                                                                      
It’s about faith put into action. 

7. WE DO MORE BY DOING LESS.                                                                                                               
It’s about focused excellence. 

8. WE DON’T MAINTAIN, WE MULTIPLY.                                                                                                     
It’s about bold evangelism. 

9. WE DON’T ENLIST, WE TRAIN.                                                                                                               
It’s about developing people. 

10. WE WILL NOT TAKE GOD’S PRESENCE FOR GRANTED.                                                                         
It’s about expressing gratitude. 



 

 

Who Do I Need to Forgive? 
 
 

                         
Who?    What for?          When did I talk to him/her? 

FORGIVENESS WEB 

This list goes along with session 2, Driven to Freedom. 
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FILTER SHEET 

This checklist goes along with session 3, Driven to Purity. 

Item 

 

True 

Honorable 

Just 

Pure 

Lovely 

Commendable 

Excellent 

Praise/Place 
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GENEROSITY MAP 

This list goes along with session 4, Driven to Generosity. 

When did I serve this week? 

When can I serve next week? 

What is my skill(s)? 

Where can I use my skill(s)? 

What things do I have that specific people could use? 

I currently give $_______________ to a church each paycheck. 

 

I currently give $_______________ to individuals each paycheck. 

 

I want to give $_______________ to a church each paycheck. 
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I want to give $_______________ to individuals each paycheck. 

 

To do this, I need to eliminate $_______________ from my budget each paycheck. 

 

I can do this by no longer buying or by cutting back on 

MY STORY 

 

I know I was saved when 

Jesus has changed my life by (be as specific as you can) 



 

 


