
volume01

restoration //god’s big picture//looking for a city//restored: a focus on india

a ministries without borders® publication



02times of restoration • volume 01

Times of Restoration
Volume One

Editor-in-Chief
Keri Jones 

Producer
Timothy Jones

Creative Editor
Bethan Jones-Erlenbach

Designer
Debbie Swift

Associate/Copy Editors
James Aubrey
David Raynor 

Contributing Editors
Richard Anniss
Roger Aubrey
Graham Deakin
Matthew Ling 
Tony Ling 
David Lyon
Trevor Lloyd
Gavin White

Consulting Editors
Geoff Grice
Mike Sutton-Smith

Offices
Times of Restoration
P.O. Box 4252
Cardiff
CF14 8FA
office@timesofrestoration.com
Phone: +44 (0)29 2052 4101

Published by ministries without borders®

Reg. charity no. 1095446
Copyright © 2008
ISSN 1757- 8035

T                    he church is growing more rapidly today 

than any other time in history. Times of Restoration 

brings you the good news of what is happening in 

our world, giving fresh teaching on what the Spirit 

of God is saying to his church today. We believe that 

restoration is still a key need for the church and that 

Christ continues bringing us to completeness, ready for 

his glorious return.

We are committed to bringing you a magazine that 

builds your faith, establishes firm spiritual foundations 

and spurs you on to full maturity in Christ. We will 

present teaching that affirms Christ’s standard for his 

church, and re-establish kingdom principles for this 

generation and the generation to come.

The magazine is a collaborative expression of 

ministries without borders®, and interrelated Christian 

churches, who are committed to serving the purposes 

of God.  We seek to build on the inheritance we have 

received to shape the church into that which will 

herald the return of the King.

All rights reserved. This magazine is protected under the copyright laws of the United Kingdom. No part of this 
magazine may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopy or any storage or retrieval system without permission in writing from ministries without borders®. 
All testimonies were verified and accurate at time of publication.
 
Unless otherwise identified, Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION, Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible 
Publishers. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked as NASB are taken from the New American Standard Bible. Copyright 1960, 1962, 
1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.



02 
restoration

by Tony Ling

07
a restored body

08
god’s big picture

by Matthew Ling

12
a restored land

13
what’s your story? 

Manchester: Making Jesus Famous

16
restored: 

A Focus on India

20
what’s your story? 

Coventry: Building Gates into the City

22
a restored family

23
looking for a city

by Trevor Lloyd

28
a restored mind

29
outlines of restoration:

Genesis

32
behind the song: 

See Him There

co
n

te
n

tsfrom the editor In a recent visit, 

my son who works in the film industry remarked 

as we watched the world news, “Dad, your news 

programmes are so depressing. Every item is about 

war, killings, disasters. Something bad.” “Yes,” I 

replied. “I am afraid the world is not like Hollywood.”

I have thought long and hard about his remark 

since that day. It is true that our media presents to us selective news items 

with commentary which is often biased, but at least in the free world we 

are able to see many events as they unfold. Sadly, we have recently seen 

natural disasters occurring in countries across the world and we know the 

subsequent suffering that will follow.

During these turbulent times we see the decline of some great nations and 

the emergence of others. We see fractures in the economic fabric of societies 

where once there was confidence. With the warnings of global warming, 

food shortage, disease and economic failure, the cry is heard, “Is there any 

hope?”

Sadly we find governments that seem to be no longer accountable or 

answerable to their electorates, with the result that today, across the world, 

there are millions of people whose human rights are denied and many 

other millions of people who are disenfranchised for no particular reason. 

Therefore the question again arises, is there any hope for our world?

As I reflect in a moment of solitude, this scripture presses into my mind: “He 

must remain in Heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as 

He promised long ago through His holy prophets.”

Acts 3:21 (NIV)

As I meditate on these words I am filled with faith and realise afresh that 

his purpose of restoration has already begun, not only for the church but 

everything aligned to that purpose. This includes mankind, his environment 

and world. God has everything under control despite what our natural eyes 

see. This is what gives me hope and this is the hope for our world.

The following articles will inform us in our minds and stir us in our faith to 

realize afresh that he holds all things together and that we, with him, will 

triumph!

Enjoy.
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The word “restoration” is one of those rich, multi-faceted 
words that can be used in many different but similar ways.

This Oxford Dictionary definition highlights its diversity:

The action of restoring to a former state or 
position: the act of being restored or reinstated.  
The action of restoring a person to health or 
consciousness: recovery of physical strength.  The 
action of restoring something to an unimpaired 
or perfect condition. The process of carrying out 
alterations and repairs with the idea of restoring 
a building to something like its original form: 
a general renovation.  The action of restoring 
something to one previously deprived of it.  

Significantly, scripture has illustrations of each of the above 
conditions, and so we can present them using these key 
words: reinstatement, recovery, repair; return (restoration of 
property to the rightful owner) and reparation (a most vital 
part of restoration – receiving compensations along with 
that which is restored).

01.  Reinstatement
While in prison in Egypt, Joseph interpreted the dream 
of Pharaoh’s disgraced cupbearer with whom he shared 
confinement. The dream of three vine branches that quickly 
budded, blossomed and bore grapes which the cupbearer 
squeezed into Pharaoh’s cup had a happy interpretation.  

This is what it means, Joseph said to him. The three 
branches are three days.  Within three days Pharaoh 
will lift up your head and restore you to your 
position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand 
just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer.  
Genesis 40:12-13

The cupbearer is restored to exactly his former position. He 
will again minister, “just as you used to do”, with neither 
probation nor proviso.  

02.  Recovery
When Israel rebelled against Solomon’s son Rehoboam, 
the king of the separated tribes, Jeroboam, led his people 
on a headlong rush into idolatry.  He created idols, shrines 
and altars, installing non-Levitical priests at high places 
throughout the nation, and establishing non-biblical festivals 

and celebrations.  A prophet from Judah confronted the king 
at one of the altars and declared its ultimate destruction and 
the death of the priests who served it.  Jeroboam’s response 
was to point at the prophet and cry “seize him” but as he 
stretched out his hand it “shrivelled up so that he could not 
pull it back”.  In his distress the king requested the prophet,  
“Intercede with the Lord your God and pray for me that my 
hand may be restored”. After the prophet’s intercession, “the 
king’s hand was restored and became as it was before” (1 
Kings 13:1-6).

Jeroboam recovered the full use of his hand. He was not left 
with a hand disfigured or disabled that he could only use 
with difficulty or discomfort. Rather, it had “become as it was 
before”.

The cupbearer did just as he used to do and Jeroboam’s 
hand was as it was before. Reinstatement and recovery 
– restoration – is complete and entire and is never into 
something less.  

03.  Repair
Nehemiah led a company of returning exiles from Babylon 
to Jerusalem with a specific mandate: to rebuild the city 
walls. Although the first wave of returnees had restored the 
temple almost 100 years earlier, the city itself was devastated 
and desolate. “The wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its 
gates have been burned with fire” (Nehemiah 1:3). With the 
permission of King Artaxerxes, to whom he was cupbearer, 
Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem to engage in the “great 
project” of restoration. A grand catalogue of those involved 
with the operation is listed for us – and there’s not a builder 
among them. The builders are priests and Levites, rulers and 
politicians, fathers, sons and daughters, neighbourhood 
work parties and such like. Some commuted into town to 
work and others laboured beside their own houses. An 
interesting example is given in Nehemiah 3:8:

Uzziel son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, 
repaired the next section; and Hananiah, one of 
the perfume makers made repairs next to that.  
They restored Jerusalem as far as the broad wall.  

Out of the ashes of burned stones and heaps of rubble, 
walls of strength arose, gaps were filled and Jerusalem was 
restored.  

a ministries without borders® publication

the bible tells us that restoration is the 
goal of god’s universal purpose.  scripture foresees a time 

when the saints of god will enjoy the fullness of their great redemption; when the church of jesus christ 

enters into its ultimate maturity by means of a gracious reformation, and when creation itself experiences 

the liberty of god’s children through its glorious reconstruction. how then does this restoration work?  

what should we expect?  is there anything we can do?  we will seek to find out in the following pages.  
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04.  Return
Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth was the only survivor of 
Saul’s family left alive after the prolonged conflict between 
his grandfather’s and David’s households (2 Samuel 3:1).  
Existing as a dispossessed and marginalised non-entity in a 
house not his own, in a place called Lo Debar (which means 
“no pasture”) and lame from infancy in both feet, his future 
looked bleak. But with great compassion and out of his love 
for Jonathan, David desired to show kindness to him.  And 
the kindness is lavish:

I will restore to you all the land that belonged to 
your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at 
my table.  2 Samuel 9:7

That which had been lost through conquest as the spoils 
of war and the fruit of victory, forfeited by the loser to him 
who had triumphed, was to be returned, to be restored to 
its previous owner. What is more, this son of a rejected 
household, and hated because of his physical condition (2 
Samuel 5:8 margin) is now “like one of the king’s sons” with 
his crippled feet now under the royal table! (2 Samuel 9:11).

05.  Reparation
If anyone sins and is unfaithful to the Lord by 
deceiving his neighbour about something entrusted 
to him or left in his care or stolen, or if he cheats 
him, or if he finds lost property and lies about it, 
or if he commits any such sin that people may do 
– when he thus sins and becomes guilty, he must 
return what he has stolen or taken by extortion, or 
what was entrusted to him, or the lost property he 
found, or whatever it was he swore falsely about. 
He must make restitution in full, and add one fifth 
of the value to it and give it all to the owner on the 
day he presents his guilt offering.  Leviticus 6:1-5

Although the word restitution is used in this passage and 
covers many aspects of restoration, what God is calling 
for here is reparation – “something done or paid to make 
amends”.

The idea of reparation is enshrined in biblical law and 
gives us confidence that Christians who have become 
impoverished by the lies of Satan, the church which has 
become impotent through being robbed of its power, and 
even creation itself, still imprisoned and frustrated by 
corruption, will yet experience the enriching, empowering 
and liberating blessing of restoration.  

God says, “I will repay you for the years the locusts have 
eaten” (Joel 2:25). If God repays (or “restores” KJV) the years, 
he will not do so by giving more years, but by multiplying 
harvests in each succeeding year; unprecedented bumper 
harvests. These harvest years will be bigger and better years 
than we have ever known. A fundamental truth of biblical 
restoration is revealed to us in the words of Leviticus, “… 
make restitution in full and add one fifth of the value to it and 
give it all to the owner …”.  You get back more than you lost!

the provision in the law
We have noted the added fifth in Leviticus 6:5 but that is not 
our only reference. We may turn to the wisdom of Proverbs:

Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy 
his hunger when he is starving. Yet if he is caught 
he must pay sevenfold, though it cost him all the 
wealth of his house. Proverbs 6:30-31

Even an “understandable” offence – to some an excusable one 
– is still inexcusable because it violated spiritual principles 
and therefore has spiritual repercussions. The thief must 
make a sevenfold restitution, however disproportionate it 
may appear to be, and however it increases his own poverty.  
In practice, Scripture dictates differing compensations for 
different offences.  

If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it 
or sells it, he must pay back five head of cattle for 
the ox and four sheep for the sheep … if the stolen 
animal is found alive in his possession – whether 
ox or donkey or sheep – he must pay back double. 
Exodus 22:1-4

The principle, however, is constant – it is restoration with 
interest.  

legitimate use of the law
We must take time to establish the legitimate use of the law 
in this way.  Although Christ is the end of the law (Romans 
10:4) and the law can make nothing perfect (Hebrews 7:19) 

the idea of reparation is enshrined 
in biblical law and gives us 
confidence that christians who 
have become impoverished by the 
lies of satan, the church which has 
become impotent through being 
robbed of its power, and even 
creation itself, still imprisoned 
and frustrated by corruption, 

will yet experience 
the enriching, 
empowering and 
liberating blessing 
of restoration.  
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it remains a rich seam of example, illustration, and spiritual 
application: “the law is holy. The commandment is holy, 
righteous and good”; “the law is spiritual” (Romans 7:12, 14).  
Paul reminded Timothy that, “the law is good if one uses 
it properly” (1 Timothy 1:8) and that he should “correctly 
handle the Word of truth” (2 Timothy 3:15). Jesus said, “every 
teacher of the law who has been instructed about the Kingdom 
of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as well as old” (Matthew 13:52).

The apostle Paul brings out from the law, using it properly, 
handling it correctly, and revealing its spirituality, a 
remarkable revelation. As Moses’ instruction in Exodus 22 is 
about oxen and sheep it is perhaps significant that Paul also 
speaks about the law in connection with the ox. 

For it is written in the law of Moses: do not muzzle 
an ox while it is treading out the grain.  Is it about 
oxen that God is concerned?  Surely he says this 
for us, doesn’t he?  Yes, this was written for us … 
1 Corinthians 9:9-10

This forms part of Paul’s teaching about living from the 
gospel. He often uses obvious natural or “human point of 
view” arguments from various walks of life - the soldier, 
the vinedresser, the shepherd, the farmer. But his main 
thrust is what the law says. While his human arguments are 
logical and persuasive, the law is conclusive. It is not that he 
illustrates his point with a biblical reference to the ox, but 
that he boldly reveals that it is us, and not the ox, who are 
the principal objects of this verse. It was for us, not the ox, 
for whom this scripture was written. The law is spiritual and 
teaches spiritual truths.  

the principle of the spirit
It is not surprising, then, to discover the laws of restoration 
producing deep spiritual responses.  For example, 2 Samuel 
11 records the sorry tale of David and Bathsheba. David’s 
sinful conduct, beginning with lust and ending in murder, is 
even more despicable when compared with the honourable 
attitude of Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah. Bathsheba is 
pregnant by David, and the king weaves a web of intrigue 
to make it appear that Uriah is the father, but the plan fails.  

Then David’s scheming plumbs deeper depths and he sees 
Uriah’s death as the only answer to his predicament. He 
gives instruction to have Uriah exposed to enemy attack in 
a battle currently being fought, and this time the conspiracy 
succeeds and Uriah is killed. Bathsheba becomes David’s 
wife.  In sober understatement the Scripture reports “but the 
thing David had done displeased the Lord” (2 Samuel 11:27).

God sent Nathan the prophet to the king with a message of 
moral outrage; a kind of prophetic parable or an accusing 
allegory. It was the story of a poor man whose only possession 
was a ewe lamb which he treated like a daughter. In the same 
town was a rich man with herds of cattle and flocks of sheep 
but, when he needed to prepare a meal for the traveller, used 
none of his own livestock but stole the poor man’s lamb. The 
story had the desired effect, and David burned with anger. His 
first, emotional reaction is, “the man who did this deserves to 
die!” (2 Samuel 12:5). One of the major functions of the law 
was to restrain the unregenerate spirit which manifests itself 
in desires for revenge – “you hurt me – I’ll kill you.”  But the 
law restricts the furious response and over-reactions of the 
wronged and offended. It can be no more than eye for eye 
and tooth for tooth. Therefore David’s more reasoned and 
biblical response is: “he must pay back for that lamb four 
times over”, which is exactly what is stipulated in Exodus 22. 
But of course, it is David himself who is “the man”. David 
understood the laws of restoration, and on being confronted 
with his sin against God, sought the Lord with great passion.  
One of the results of his repenting is Psalm 51, written “when 
the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed 
adultery with Bathsheba” (title). The king sought forgiveness 
purely on the grounds of God’s mercy, unfailing love, and 
great compassion. He earnestly seeks a renewed spirit and 
the restoration of the joy of salvation. Just as restoration was 
effective in the area of property and possessions, so, David 
reasons, it can be experienced in the human heart and in the 
spirit.  “He restores my soul” (Psalm 23:3).

A story from the New Testament also contains the idea of 
restoration. Luke 19:1-10 relates the story of Zacchaeus, 
the little man who made big money as chief tax collector, 
collaborating with the Roman occupiers. He met Jesus and 
his life was transformed. The transformation is demonstrated 

At this level, working in a spiritual dimension, 
God’s will is looking for that which is fallen 
to be reinstated; the enfeebled and sickly to 
recover, and that which is broken or in ruins 
to be repaired. 

grace takes us way beyond the dictates of the law, 
and elevates the principle of restoration onto a much higher plane. 
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in his acts of restoration.  “If I have cheated anybody out of 
anything I will pay back four times the amount” (although 
as his dealings were all financial one fifth would satisfy 
the law).  But even more wonderful is that such an act is 
made after he has already given half of his possessions to 
the poor. Grace takes us way beyond the dictates of the law, 
and elevates the principle of restoration onto a much higher 
plane.  At this level, working in a spiritual dimension, God’s 
will is looking for that which is fallen to be reinstated; the 
enfeebled and sickly to recover, and that which is broken or 
in ruins to be repaired. He wants lost things returned and 
reparation paid.  

We have seen that restoration appears in scripture as a 
spiritual law, surfacing continuously as a promise from 
God to right wrongs, recompense loss and revive fortunes.  
It reflects the Lord’s justice and illustrates his concern for 
his people and his creation.  He promises and produces 
restoration through many different channels.  Sometimes by 
vision and perseverance, like rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls; 
sometimes by repentance and faith, as David found after his 
loss of joy; but always by the Holy Spirit.  He restores his 
people through his shepherding ministry (Psalm 23:3) and 
through the teaching of his word (Psalm 19:7 NASB).

Marvellously, he calls his restored people to become restorers, 
both in society and in creation.  

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will 
raise up the age old foundations; you will be called 
Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with 
Dwellings. Isaiah 58:12

What kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to 
live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the 
day of God and speed its coming. 2 Peter 3:11-12

The Bible speaks of “the time … for God to restore everything” 
(Acts 3:21), a glorious climax of God’s redemptive purposes 
when everything is recovered – with interest. So we look 
for believers not returning to a pre-fallen Adamic state, but 
moving on to be restored to the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 
3:17). We look to a church, not of the New Testament or 
the first century model, but one that is perfected and “… 
mature attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:13). We also look for a new creation - “We look 
forward to a new heaven and earth, the home of righteousness” 
(1 Peter 3:13). This is not the earth, the church or men and 
women in their original condition, but all in God’s ultimate 
intention, filled with his glory (Habakkuk 2:14).

Jesus said “the thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  
I have come that they may have life, and …” (John 10:10). He 
not only gives life, but life and, life plus, life with interest.  
And what Jesus does for the Christian - “if anyone is in Christ 
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 
Corinthians 5:17) -  he also does for the whole cosmos - “the 
old order of things has passed away … I am making everything 
new” (Revelation 21:4-5).  That is restoration.  

Little wonder the poet was moved to cry:

Where he displays his healing power
Death and the curse are known no more
In him the tribes of Adam boast
More blessings than their father lost.

(“Jesus Shall Reign” Isaac Watts 1674-1748)

MarvellouslyMarvellously, he calls his restored people 
to become restorers, 
both in society and in creation.  



her to the consultant urologist in 
York. Within a few weeks she had 
her appointment at York District 
Hospital. “He did a number of 
tests including a body scan, and 
when he had the results back; 
he gave me the news that I had a 
tumour on my kidney and would 
need an operation.”

A few days before the diagnosis 
from the consultant Enid had 
attended Living Word Church in 
York, where visiting speakers had 
been holding a healing meeting 
on the Sunday night. At this stage 
she did not know exactly what 
was wrong with her.  Enid went 
out for prayer at the meeting for 
what she thought was a kidney 
problem, but didn’t mention that 
she had been suffering from an 
irregular heartbeat. “Uppermost 
in my mind was the kidney, I 
never told the speaker about the 
irregular heartbeat, but when I 
got back to my seat I turned to my 
friend who’d come with me and 
said ‘my heart is alright now. That 
terrible beating has stopped.’”

Later that week when she had the 
diagnosis of the tumour from the 
consultant she rang the office of 
Living Word Church and spoke to 
the pastor. “I told him about the 
diagnosis from the consultant 
and he invited me back to the 
church the following Sunday to 
lay hands on me and anoint me 
with oil.” Enid duly came back 
that Sunday where the elders did 
just that. “I felt confident that 
God was going to heal me, and 
they just kept saying ‘Don’t be 
afraid. Don’t be afraid.’”

David Lavery, an elder in Living 
Word Church said, “When I saw 
her face that day, I immediately 
thought of the story in the Bible 
of the woman with the issue of 
blood, who received her healing 
when she pushed through the 
crowd and touched the hem of 
Jesus’ robe. I could see that she 
had faith and just knew she was 

going to receive her healing.” 

A few days later Enid went into 
hospital for the procedure to 
remove the kidney. “I went into 
surgery unafraid, and I told the 
anaesthetist that people were 
praying for me.” The consultant 
urologist came to see Enid when 
she regained consciousness. He 
informed her that the procedure 
went well, but that there was 
no tumour to be found. What he 
couldn’t understand was the fact 
that there was some scar tissue 
on the kidney which proved to 
him that something had been 
there. “When I asked him what 
had been there then, he replied 
‘I don’t know.’” I immediately 
began to shout “Praise the Lord, 
Praise the Lord! But, surprisingly, 
he didn’t seem that happy about 
it because he thought there had 
been a tumour.”

Once out of recovery Enid wasted 
no time in calling Living Word 
Church to tell them the good 
news. Today she is fully recovered 
from her operation and is a 
picture of health, still rejoicing 
and thankful for all that God has 
done in her life. “I’ve no doubt 
that God healed me,” she says 
grinning broadly, “What a mighty 
God we serve.” 

Enid Bennett-Shaw sat in her car 
outside York District Hospital 
and began to weep. The news she 
had received was as unexpected 
as it was devastating. The words 
that the consultant urologist had 
uttered minutes earlier were still 
going round in her head.  She had 
been told that she had a tumour 
on her kidney and would need 
an operation to remove both the 
tumour and the infected kidney. 
“I just got in my car and broke my 
heart, because when you hear the 
word ‘tumour,’ it’s a big thing.” 

Just over two months before this, 
Enid, a retired teacher, had been 
having sharp pains in her left 
side. The pain began late one 
Saturday evening, but she put 
it down to tiredness and went 
to bed. However, by midnight, 
she was vomiting violently and 
in great pain. “At first I thought 
it was food poisoning.  I knew I 
needed help, but I felt so weak I 
couldn’t even get to the phone.” 
By 3pm the next day, feeling no 
better, Enid called one of her 
neighbours, who came round 
to see her. Dismayed at her 
appearance she immediately 
called a doctor. The doctor came 
out later that evening and after 
seeing blood in her water sample 
diagnosed kidney stones. He gave 
her injections for both the pain 
and the vomiting and advised her 
to see her own doctor in a day or 
two.

Early on Monday morning the 
pain returned and Enid again 
called for the doctor, who once 
more prescribed painkillers. Later 
that week Enid met with her own 
GP who requested an ultrasound 
scan on the areas straight away.  
However, not happy with the 
results of the scan, he referred 
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MarvellouslyMarvellously, he calls his restored people 
to become restorers, 
both in society and in creation.  



GOD’S BIG
PICTURE

Have you ever looked at the world and wondered 

what’s going on, who’s really in charge, where will it 

all end? If so, you are in good company! Mankind has 

a predisposition to think about eternity and to look for 

a greater purpose. These desires are divinely inspired, 

part of the image of God in which we are all made. 

by Matthew Ling
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With them, however, comes 
a frustration,

[God] has set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they 
cannot fathom what God has done from beginning 
to end. Ecclesiastes 3:111

Mankind does not have the ability to find out God’s purpose; 
he is unable to discover what God has been doing from 
beginning to end. But all this changed when Jesus came.

god’s purpose revealed in christ
In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 
all wisdom and insight making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. Ephesians 1:7-10

God has a plan. He has always had a plan. It hasn’t changed. 
Neither is God’s plan remote or unrelated to our life today; it 
is present, active, and being put into effect even now. 

Jesus Christ came to make known the mystery of God’s will: 
Christ came as God’s plan for the universe. His plan is this: to 
unite all things in Christ; to bring everything into right order 
under the feet of Jesus. Everything that has ever been created 
has been made through Jesus. More than this, in fact, it was 
created for him:

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation. For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities – all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. And he is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning and 
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. Colossians 1:15-20

Everything in the whole of creation only finds its true 
fulfilment and purpose when it is rightly related to Jesus. 
And this is why Jesus came: to restore God’s order in all of 
creation by reconciling all things to God. This is God’s plan 
of restoration: the bringing together of everything in Christ, 
with Christ pre-eminent in every way. 

He must reign!

1.  Scripture quotations are taken from the NIV unless otherwise stated.

The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’ 
Psalm 110:1

Psalm 110 is the passage of Old Testament scripture most 
quoted by the New Testament writers. This is because they 
found in this short Psalm a powerful prophetic exposition 
of the Christ whom they were proclaiming in the gospel of 
the kingdom.

Jesus is now seated at the right hand of the Father whilst 
his enemies are being brought under his feet.2  This is the 
process of restoration – the bringing of all things under 
Christ’s headship: the making of all his enemies a footstool 
for his feet.

The placing of all things under the feet of Jesus is referred to 
in the New Testament as having taken place when Jesus was 
raised from the dead and seated in the heavens:

That power is like the working of his mighty 
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title 
that can be given, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. And God placed all things 
under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
Ephesians 1:19-23

But it is also clearly referred to as a future reality:

Then the end will come, when he hands over the 
kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed 
all dominion, authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For 
he ‘has put everything under his feet.’ Now when it 
says that ‘everything’ has been put under him, it is 
clear that this does not include God himself, who 
put everything under Christ. When he has done 
this, then the Son himself will be made subject to 
him who put everything under him, so that God 
may be all in all. 1 Corinthians 15:24-28

In this passage, God’s plan for bringing all things under the 
feet of Jesus is seen as a work in progress and Jesus “must 
reign until” it is completed. This language is reminiscent of 
Peter’s claim concerning the restoration of all things:

[Christ] whom heaven must receive until the period 
of restoration of all things about which God spoke 
by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient 
time. Acts 3:21 NASB

So which is it: are all things under his feet now, or are they 

2.  Ephesians 1:2, Hebrews 12:2.
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in the process of being brought under his feet? The answer, 
of course, is both.

What we are looking at here is the how the kingdom of 
God is advancing in the earth now: Jesus is the King of the 
kingdom, and “he must reign until” shows us that right now 
he is actively ruling and reigning. Although he is already “far 
above all rule and authority” we are currently in the period of 
history when the consequence of his rule is being outworked. 
In other words, his kingdom is being extended. Jesus already 
has, by right, a position above all things, and the reality of 
that is being made known throughout the universe. 

This is the state of affairs that Jesus describes in the parables 
in which he taught about the growth of the kingdom. Jesus 
said that the parables contained “the secrets of the kingdom 
of heaven.”3  The parables of Matthew 13 – the sower, the 
weeds, the mustard seed and the yeast – are all concerned 
with growth. They describe the nature of the kingdom of 
God. From small and imperceptible beginnings the kingdom 
grows in this world to a place of maturity and dominance.

And in all this, Jesus is reigning. He reigns in heaven and on 
earth, and he must reign as the kingdom is being extended 
in the earth, whilst the plan of restoration is outworked, 
whilst the church comes to fullness, until “he has put all his 
enemies under his feet.”  

The fact that the last enemy, death, will only be finally 
destroyed at Christ’s return emphasises the importance of 
the Second Coming of Jesus. When Christ returns it will be 
to consummate the period of restoration, and to bring about 
the full appearance of his kingdom, and to receive the church 
as a perfect bride.

getting back more than was lost
Embedded in the biblical understanding of restoration is the 
principle of getting back more than was lost. God’s purpose 
for all things is to take them on to his original intention, not 
to return them to an original condition. We can see that, for 
the individual, restoration does not mean a return to Adam’s 
original condition, but rather going on to fullness in Christ: 
we get back much more than Adam lost.4 

The same is true for the church. Although throughout most 
of church history a return to the state of the church described 
in Acts would have been a vast improvement, restoration in 
the church does not mean a return to the original, immature 

3.  Matthew 13:11.

4.  see Romans 5:14ff and 1 Corinthians 15:45ff.

reigningand in all this, 
jesus is reigning. he reigns in heaven 

and on earth

condition of Acts 2. Restoration is not primitivism. Restoration 
in the church means going on to God’s original intention for 
the church: a victorious church, a mature body, a spotless 
bride.

Restoration encompasses all creation. Peter says it is the 
“restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth 
of His holy prophets.” 5  In wishing to see the scope of God’s 
plan we must consider how that intention was expressed in 
the original condition of the world at creation.

the original condition
When God created the world he created it to be transformed. 
Not because it was bad – in fact throughout the creation 
account we are repeatedly told that God “saw that it was 
good” 6  – but to bring maturity and fullness to creation. God 
intended creation to be transformed through filling the earth 
with men and women in his image and by establishing order 
across the planet. To this end he commissioned those he 
made in his image:

Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the 
birds of the air and over every living creature that 
moves on the ground. Genesis 1:28

Mankind was given the role of populating the planet with 
people in the image of God, and of bringing order through 
exercising dominion over the creation on behalf of God.

God himself had begun this process of ordering creation by 
placing each type of creature in its right place: fish in the 
sea, birds in the air and herds on the land.7  He also ensured 
that each plant would produce seed after its own kind.8  The 
ingredients for order and increase were all in place. But right 
from the start God joined himself to mankind in working out 
his plan of transformation for the earth. This is shown in the 
creation account of Genesis 2:

…no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the 
earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, 
for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and 
there was no man to work the ground… 
Genesis 2:4-5

This was the partnership: God would send the rain and man 
would work the ground. 

God’s intention was that mankind should continue this 
process of bringing order to creation; this is seen in God’s 
direction to Adam to name the animals.9  In naming the 
animals Adam was doing two things. Firstly, he was 
asserting his dominion over them: you only have the right to 

5.  Acts 3:21.

6.  see Genesis 1:26.

7.  see Genesis 1:20-25.

8.  Genesis 1:11.

9.  Genesis 2:19-20.

god’s purpose for all things 
is to take them on to his original 
intention, not to return them to 
an original condition. 
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name something that you have authority over. Secondly, in 
naming the creatures he was discerning their character: he 
was continuing the process begun by God in placing each 
creature in its own niche in the environment. 

Now Adam was not left to get on with the process of 
transformation in any old way. God set him a pattern: he 
planted a garden. A garden is creation cultivated. Adam was 
shown how to outwork his commission of populating and 
ruling: God put him in the garden “to work it and take care of 
it.” 10  Adam was to cultivate what God had already begun.

the ultimate intention
It was from this starting point of the garden, the paradigm of a 
transformed earth, that Adam and Eve were to outwork their 
commission of increase and rule. Their work of cultivation 
was to ultimately see the whole earth transformed into a 
garden; order and maturity brought to creation; and this 
garden-world populated by men and women in the image 
and likeness of God.

Of course, Adam and Eve never achieved this because they 
succumbed to temptation and sinned, the consequences of 
which we call The Fall. This did not change God’s purpose, 
however, and through the redeeming work of Christ God’s 
purpose of restoration is continued through the church: a 
vast family of men and women re-made in the image of God 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

So what does going on to God’s original intention entail? 
When Peter preached the gospel for the second time he 
elaborates on the purpose of the gospel of the kingdom. Not 
only was the gospel to produce personal salvation, but also 
“the restoration of all things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.” 11 

These “holy prophets” of the Old Testament were not 
backward-looking men. They looked forward in anticipation 
of the coming of the Messiah. He would usher in the Day of 
the Lord, and so restore the fortunes not just of God’s people 
but of the whole world through the extending of divine rule 
as the kingdom of heaven is brought to the earth. Perhaps the 
simplest ultimate expression of their vision is found in these 
words spoken by Moses,12 Solomon,13 Isaiah14 and expressed 
most completely by Habakkuk:

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of 
the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
 Habakkuk 2:14

In its final condition the world will be a place which is 
overwhelmed by the glory of God. The glory of God is “the 
tangible, demonstrable manifestation of his holy, divine 

10.  Genesis 2:15.

11.  Acts 3:21.

12.  Numbers 14:21.

13.  Psalm 72:19.

14.  Isaiah 11:9.

majesty.” 15  God’s glory is the ultimate force for transformation 
in the universe: it cannot be altered or corrupted or changed 
by any outside influence; and so when it comes into 
contact with creation it must bring either destruction or 
transformation.16 

God is now in the business of making his glory known: that 
is, bringing a tangible, demonstrable manifestation of his 
holy, divine majesty into the whole earth. This is no mere 
theoretical knowledge, but a transforming experiential 
knowledge of the glory of God. And where is this glory to be 
found right now? In the church!

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21

now through the church
Although I am less than the least of all God’s 
people, this grace was given me: to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to 
make plain to everyone the administration of this 
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 
God, who created all things. His intent was that 
now, through the church, the manifold wisdom 
of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to 
his eternal purpose which he accomplished in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Ephesians 3:8-11

God’s plan, God’s intention, God’s purpose is “now, through 
the church.” The church is God’s plan A, and there is no plan 
B! What was hidden in the past, what all the prophets spoke 
of, what God intended in Adam, is “now, through the church.” 
The promises of God are not just for a future dispensation, or 
even a future generation, they are for today. 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke 
of the grace that was to come to you, searched 
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find 
out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit 
of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would 
follow. It was revealed to them that they were not 
serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the 
things that have now been told you by those who 

15.  Roger Aubrey, Discovering God (Longwood, FL: Xulon Press, 2008). p.74.

16.  see Exodus 29:43, 33:18ff, Deuteronomy 5:24ff, 2 Corinthians 3:18.

gloryfor the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the lord as the 
waters cover the sea

god’s plan, 
god’s intention, 
god’s purpose 
is “now, through the church.”
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they relied on the myth that the 
local river held healing properties 
for their health. The local Roman 
Catholic church had capitalised 
on this and continued to lead 
people in this thinking. 

Since the Holy Spirit came and 
filled the local believers, things 
began to change. The church 
found new life and a new 
boldness in their witnessing, and 
they started reaching out to the 
alcoholics in the village. These 
people received Christ and, as 
they were baptised in the Holy 
Spirit, they were instantly healed 
from their addiction and restored 
in health. The pastor said that 
there is no longer alcohol sold 
in the village because there is 
no demand for it and there are 
no more alcoholics because they 
have all been healed. 

What’s more, there was a field 
owned by the church that had 
always been barren. It was 

Travelling in Cuba, we visited a 
church close to the city of Pina 
del Rio. It was here that we met 
a pastor who told us a great 
testimony which highlights God’s 
plan for restoration. 

He showed us around the church 
building and began to talk about 
his local church. He said that 
since they received the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, living waters were 
flowing from the church. Before 
he had arrived many people in 
the villages were alcoholics and 
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from cuba

a restored 
land

known in the village for not 
producing crops but only weeds 
and thistles. The pastor went on 
to tell us that once the church 
received the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit and began to reach out into 
the communities, not only did the 
people they meet get healed but 
God also healed the earth! The 
land started to produce crops. 
Once the church saw this they 
planted more seed and now they 
have a beautiful field producing 
many crops. A whole village has 
been transformed. 

have preached the gospel to you… 1 Peter 1:10-12

The prophets of the Old Testament knew that they were 
speaking of our day: the day of the “glories that would follow” 
the sufferings of Christ. In fact, the main thrust of their 
ministry was not for their own time, but for ours:

…the period of restoration of all things about which 
God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from 
ancient time. ...all the prophets who have spoken, 
from Samuel and his successors onward, also 
announced these days.  Acts 3:21,24 NASB

What God accomplished through Christ on the cross: the 
reconciliation of all things; the establishing of Christ as the 
head over all; the bringing of everything under his feet; the 
uniting of all things in him, is now being displayed through 
and outworked by the church. The mission of the church is 
to extend the rule of God, bringing order to the world, and 
populating the world with men and women in his image. 
And so the church grows, not just numerically, but also into 
the fullness of God’s original intention.

For the past forty years, all over the world, God has been 
restoring to his church the ascension gifts of Ephesians 4:11. 
These gifts are in no way an end in themselves: God’s purpose 
of restoration is far more than the re-implementation of gifts 
of Christ. But the purpose for which they are given is of 
paramount concern to God, that is:

…to prepare God’s people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 4:12-13

Across the world the church is re-discovering who she is and 
what she is here for. Not to suffer decline and apostasy whilst 
hoping to hold out long enough to get to heaven, but to be 
agents for the transformation of the world: displaying the 
glory of God, bringing his rule and presence to the world, 
fulfilling our commission and attaining to the fullness of 
Christ.

god’s big picture (cont.)



manchester:
Making Jesus Famous “There’s a real buzz here” is what a 

visiting ministry recently commented when spending the weekend with the church.   

Any large and growing family has that sort of atmosphere. When you watch a large 

family just being together you notice there’s a lack of a formality. You also notice 

warmth and a love for one another.  Look at the King’s Church family and we believe 

that is what you will see.  Being family together comes before our moving together.
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A city famous for music, football, fashion and … JESUS!! Back 
at the start of 2007 we became concerned that while we were 
having great times gathering together on Sundays, the life of 
the church risked becoming very meeting centred. Members 
were attached to cell groups where cell leaders faithfully 
prepared or delegated out the 4 Ws (welcome, worship, word 
and witness). These were working reasonably well, or not, 
depending on which cell you were attached to! 

At the start of 2007 we stopped all the cells for a season and 
decided to meet together at our building twice a week for 
food and Christ-centred fellowship. This went on for a period 
of around three months. We believe many people broke into 
a higher understanding of church during this time. People 
came at 7pm and sat together around tables and had a buffet 
meal and were encouraged to break bread with one another 
and pray for one another.  The atmosphere was very informal 
and people sat at different tables each time they came.  
Many commented during this time how they were learning 
people’s names and getting to know people who had been 
in the church for years but whom they’d never met because 
they’d not been in their cell.  We would go to around 9.30pm 
just being together like this.

We discovered that like any functioning family we loved 
eating together and talking with one another.  During these 
times we had seen people grow and express the life of God in 
front of all the church in the way they brought testimonies, 
prayed and prophesied and healed the sick.   After this time 
we decided we couldn’t go back to a formal cell structure, 

things had changed irrevocably.  We believed the times 
together at the church building had served as a model for 
what could be done right across the city from home to home.  
From Easter 2007 we therefore organised several “Open 
Homes” where people could turn up, eat with others and 
fellowship together. There was no compulsion to keep going 
to the same home but the church was encouraged to go from 
home to home.  Some went to three or four homes a week!

We have stressed from the outset that the organised “Open 
Homes” are merely models for people to duplicate right 
across the city.  There has been much blessing in this, and 
many in the church have made a shift in their thinking 
about what church is. Those who have embraced this vision 
now see church as the agent to bring God’s kingdom to this 
earth and also see the church as community, food, prayer, 
breaking bread together, looking after one another in our 
homes. There have been challenges too as some have not 
really grasped what has been taught and demonstrated. We 
graciously continue to exhort those who still see church as 
a Sunday meeting they attend to keep coming on a Sunday 
but to do more than that; to in reality become part of a living 
church family.  We know that life lived together in the power 
and leading of the Holy Spirit is the only way forward for us 
as a church family and there’s a growing passion and hunger 
in our hearts to see this dynamically expressed. 

We have seen people being born again and radically 
transformed by the gospel.  Junior Doctor Christine Philips 
tells one such story about a friend called Rachel: 
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youth leaders were amazed at the confidence in God of the 
youth they lead.  We recently had a week of evangelism on the 
streets of Manchester culminating with a massive ‘Outdoor 
Praise’ event in one of the city’s central squares.  Over 150 
members of the church gathered to worship God.  The Lord 
has told us that worship will be a key for us in reaching the 
lost and changing the spiritual atmosphere of our city so we 
are planning a series of these events over the coming year 
as well as continuing to encourage every church member to 
be active in preaching the gospel with signs and wonders 
following.

As well as believing God to grow us right here in the centre 
of Manchester we also believe he’s called us to sow people 
and resources to see new churches planted in our region.  
We recently prayed for and commissioned 27 members 
of the church and sent them into Salford to establish New 
Life Church there.  They’re having a fantastic time and are 
already seeing people born again and added to them.  People 
are regularly visiting their meetings and they are actively 
reaching out and preaching the gospel as well as seeking to 
live their lives in close fellowship with one another.

We believe prayer is key to the church family’s life together. 
As well as much teaching on prayer and prayer times in the 
open homes, there have been increasing numbers at prayer 
meetings.  We have also had corporate times of prayer and 
fasting where the Lord has spoken very clearly to us.  We 
know he is leading us into a much deeper level of prayer as 
a church family.  We are praying for God’s kingdom to come 
with a greater passion and commitment as we long to see the 
realities of heaven released in our city, across our nation and 
around our world.  We know God wants to manifest his glory 
through us with demonstrations of his healing, provision 
and deliverance.  
 
God is a healing God - Norman Arrowsmith testifies to this 
wonderful truth: 

In 2006, on the 
August Bank Holiday 
I had some pain in 
my chest. I went to 
the doctor’s and it 
was diagnosed that 
I had lung cancer. At 

that point, the doctor gave me 2-3 weeks to live. The 
elders immediately came and prayed with me at my 
home and anointed me with oil for healing the next 
Sunday before the church. At this time, I believed 
from God that I would be totally healed from cancer. I 
then went through a full course of chemotherapy. This 
took place in eight separate weeks over three months. 
During this time, I was once short of breath and they 
gave me a blood transfusion of four pints. The white 
blood cells were disappearing so they gave me an 
injection to boost the white blood cells. This treatment 
was then followed by a full course of radiotherapy that 
took place over eight days.

14

Rachel is an amazing woman who has had her life 
transformed by coming to know God. We met at 
university and became friends. Over the next couple 
of years Rachel became profoundly depressed and 
repeatedly tried to take her own life. She was admitted 
to a specialist hospital and kept on close observation 
for a period of weeks. At this point we were living 
together with 3 other girls. We visited and encouraged 
Rachel as much as we could meeting together to pray 
and fast for her. Rachel improved but was discharged 
on high doses of antidepressants. She came to an 
Alpha course and read lots of Christian literature 
but felt frustrated because she couldn’t feel God in 
her heart. When my husband Ben and I joined King’s 
Church Manchester 4 years ago Rachel saw us grow in 
our relationship with God and asked many questions. 
We continued to love and serve her while we answered 
her questions as best we could. We invited Rachel 
to one of the Open Homes and she felt comfortable 
enough to be vulnerable and share her feelings about 
becoming a Christian. A couple of us prayed with her 
and at the next Open Home the host was able to pray 
with Rachel to accept God into her life. She has since 
been healed of her depression and completely come 
off her medications, astounding her psychiatrist! I 
have been overjoyed to see my friend transformed and 
know that we are now family in Christ.

In keeping with our vision of being a family, we realised 
other things had to change.  In the past we had held 3-4 
“Joining King’s Church” courses a year, which ran from 
around 9.30am -5pm on a Saturday.  Elders used to  stand 
at the front and teach up to 50 people at a time. This time 
we decided to locate the “Joining King’s Church” courses 
in the homes of the elders and leaders with each having 
around 10 people over four evenings. We wanted people to 
only come in as members of the church if they were prepared 
to meet with others outside of the church building.  We can 
already see the results of this change as those who have been 
instructed in the ways of the church in the context of a home 
are already showing signs of grasping the truth of what is 
being taught and putting it into practice. One such person 
invited 30 others round to her house for Sunday lunch before 
even finishing the course!

We believe we will grow to be a church of thousands. We also 
realise this won’t happen by itself and that there is a need 
to get onto the streets and take the exciting message of the 
good news of the kingdom.  Those with evangelistic giftings 
in King’s Church have been encouraging and equipping 
others in the church to do just this. What has been really 
encouraging has been to see people who have never gone 
out on the streets before boldly sharing the gospel with 
people in the street.  We are seeing people repenting and 
being baptised, being filled with the Spirit and being added 
to our family.  Our youth have had an excellent Saturday of 
evangelism in Manchester city centre in an area where many 
other youths have the habit of hanging out. King’s Church 
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Praise God! During all this treatment, I lost no hair 
and didn’t suffer from any sickness. I was able to walk 
upstairs and knew that I was being healed in the name 
of Jesus. During the chemotherapy I was given some 
anti-sickness tablets that I didn’t use. I gave these back 
after the treatment. I was also given some medicine for 
side-effects that I never needed and eventually poured 
down the drain - I knew I was being healed! The scans 
were showing how the cancer was getting smaller & 
smaller. It was as if the miracle was happening right 
before my eyes on the screen! I was able to testify to the 
doctors and nurses about how God heals and that no 
sickness is beyond his powerful healing hand. I knew 
that God heals and the scans and medical evidence 
just had to catch up with what had already happened 
in my body.

I had a CT scan in late July 2007.  The cancer had nearly 
all gone away.   I believed that God would totally clear 
it, and that I would have the scans to prove it. 

In the last 12 months, I have put double-glazing into 
our house, fitted a new kitchen, re-laid the drive and 
put some new cladding on the front of the house. I’ve 
never felt better!

Recently the doctors told me the cancer had started 
to grow again. I looked back and praised God for 
what he had already done and refused to abandon 
my belief that he is a healing God. God is a God who 
heals. He is a miracle working God. When I was first 
diagnosed I’d gone through the Bible and wrote down 
all the Scriptures that mention healing. I then spoke 
and confessed them in faith out loud over my life each 

What has been really 
encouraging has been to see 
people who have never gone 
out on the streets before boldly 
sharing the gospel with people in 
the street.  We are seeing people 
repenting and being baptised, 
being filled with the Spirit and 
being added to our family. 

and every day.  Despite what the doctors were telling 
me, I knew the truth of God’s word still stood. My body 
just had to come in line with the Word of God - it had 
no choice!

After a number of weeks the doctors spoke to me 
again.  They apologised and said that they had made 
a mistake with my most recent scans – what they 
had said was the cancer growing again was actually 
only scar tissue from my treatment.  After yet another 
CT scan, the doctors say my lungs are clear and the 
cancer has all but gone from my body.

Testimonies such as Norman’s have been put on our web site, 
which attracts hundreds of viewers from across the world.  
Many who come into our meetings when visiting Manchester 
will say they found us on the web.  The web actually won 
a £1000 prize from Premier Christian Radio for best church 
web site in the UK.  The fact that many from other countries 
view our web site is all part of our vision of making Jesus 
famous in the nations.  Mission 193 has been embraced by 
the church members and many have made visits to other 
nations as a part of this.
 
We remain a strong family unit, and may face challenges 
as we increase to become a church of thousands, but we 
believe that in a city famous for music, fashion and football, 
the name of Jesus will be magnified.  We have received a 
prophetic word brought to the church and are expecting to 
see “net breaking, boat-sinking fruitfulness” as we preach 
the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We are  his church 
and we’re making Jesus famous.
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the church of 
god in india is 
very much alive 
and growing in 
numbers. churches 
are springing up 
everywhere and, 
because there is 
often no designated 
building for them 
to congregate, the 
believers gather 
in homes, in parks 
and, in some cases, 
turn entire streets 
into meeting 
places. there 
are constantly 
fresh reports of 
salvation, healing, 
deliverance from 
demons and people 
being raised from 
the dead; all of 
this despite fierce 
opposition. 
India has a population of over one billion people, 80% of 
which is designated Hindu. Because of the rise of aggressive 
Hindu fundamentalist organisations, there are reports 
almost every day of Christians being harassed, attacked and 
even killed. Many states in India have, for example, instituted 
so-called anti-conversion laws. These laws favour Hindus 
and make it difficult for an individual to “change religion”. 



THE ENTIRE VILLAGE CAME TO CHRIST-
all because a lady acted on a dream about a buffalo cow. 

times of restoration® • volume 01 18

preaching the gospel to. He said to Ramesh, “you have been 
bragging about this Jesus, that he is able to raise the dead. 
Now you can show us what he can do.” Ramesh began to 
pray; nothing seemed to happen. He prayed again, however, 
and the lady began breathing again. Then he prayed for the 
third and final time and the lady regained consciousness 
and stood to her feet. She was completely healed and very 
much alive. After Ramesh explained what had happened 
and shared the gospel with her, the lady repented of her sins 
and was baptised. And what about Ramesh’s friend? Well, 
not only did he give his life to the Lord, but his entire family 
were also baptised. 

In Warangal there was a colony of gypsies trying to settle in 
the area. They performed in a circus to make a living, but 
spent most of their time drinking and fighting. Then a two 
year old girl in the colony was ill and had to be taken to 
hospital. She died and was sent away; the entire colony was 
filled with grief. A Christian came to the colony and asked 
why everyone was crying. When told, the man asked that 
they bring the dead girl to his house so that he could pray for 
her. He called together some other believers, they prayed for 
the girl and God raised her from the dead. The entire colony 
– over 100 people – has subsequently come to Christ. What 
is more, the colony is now reaching out to other gypsies with 
the good news about Jesus.
 
Ibrahim is from the Nalgonda district in Andra Pradesh. He 
was walking through his village one day and saw a large 
crowd surrounding a woman; the woman was demon-
possessed and the crowd were beating her with sticks, 
thinking they could hit the demon out of her. Ibrahim began 
to pray and as he did, the crowd beat the woman in such a way 
that she came towards him. Ibrahim prayed, commanding 
the demons to leave the woman. She fell to the ground and 
when Ibrahim helped her up, it was clear that the woman 
was totally free from any evil spirit. Soon after this, a baby 
boy in Ibrahim’s village fell ill. When taken to the hospital, 
his parents were told nothing could be done; they were to 
take the baby home for him to die. When Ibrahim heard this, 
he remembered the story of Elisha lying on top of the dead 
boy in the Book of Kings. Ibrahim took the baby, breathed 
life into him and the boy was completely healed. 
 
In Jaipur, a lady had a dream about a buffalo cow. Unlike the 
white cow, buffalo cows are not considered holy by Hindus; 
in her dream, the lady saw the cow bound to a pole and 
crying out in terrible pain. She also knew the name of the 
village and district where she could find the cow. The next 
day, the lady travelled to the village. She asked the villagers 
to take her to the buffalo cow that was in pain; when they 
did, she laid her hands on the cow and prayed for it. It 

Because Christians are the only religious group actively 
making new disciples, the laws specifically target them. In 
every state where these laws have been enacted, there has 
been an increase in the number of Christians persecuted. 
We must, therefore, uphold our brothers and sisters in 
prayer, asking God that he will give them both boldness and 
protection as they actively advance his kingdom, because, 
no matter the antagonism, there are clear signs of a great 
spiritual awakening in the world’s largest democracy. Here 
are some of the many testimonies of what God is doing 
through his people in India.

 
Bherulal is a graduate of a Bible School 
in Jaipur. He had been brought up in 
a Jain family and in February 2002 his 
mother died. Bherulal’s family were 
given a death certificate by the doctor 
and began to make preparations for 
his mother’s cremation. Being the 
eldest son, Bherulal was required 
to light the funeral fire, but he 
was out of town when his mother 

died. His father sent word for him and, while he 
waited for Bherulal to return 
home, his wife’s body was 
kept frozen in an ice box. Bherulal 
had some Christian friends who had testified to him about 
Jesus and God’s miracle working power, so, when he arrived 
home, Bherulal sent for the pastor of a local church. The 
pastor arrived late in the evening and prayed over Bherulal’s 
mother’s body for two hours. Nothing, however, seemed to 
happen. Angry at this, Bherulal called the pastor a liar, beat 
him up and threw him out of the house. But shortly after the 
pastor left, Bherulal’s mother’s hand began to move. At this, 
Bherulal ran to the pastor’s house, begged forgiveness and 
asked the man to continue to pray for his mother. Of course, 
the pastor did and Bherulal’s mother was brought back to 
life by the power of God. She accepted Christ as her Lord and 
Saviour, and Bherulal did the same. 

Ramesh is a believer living in a village in Rajasthan. He 
had been witnessing to another man in the village who 
was a Hindu and, one day, the Hindu man sent for him. It 
transpired that there was a lady living in the village who 
worshipped evil spirits. She had become very ill and suffered 
great pain. She brought great sacrifices to many idols but her 
illness never improved. Even after consulting the village’s 
witch doctor, her pain did not subside. No one could help 
her and, after three months, she fell unconscious and 
died. Her neighbour was the Hindu man Ramesh had been 
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stopped crying out in pain straight away and the villagers 
were amazed. They prepared a meal for the lady, and she 
shared with them the gospel and the love of God. The entire 
village came to Christ – all because a lady acted on a dream 
about a buffalo cow. 

 
Violet Patel is a 30 year old lady from 
Gujarat. Last year she fell ill, went to the 
hospital and had to go through a number 
of tests. The results showed that not only 
was she HIV positive, but that she also 
had intestinal cancer. Her entire family, 
her husband and son in particular, were 

overwhelmed with depression because of Violet’s situation. 
As part of their routine outreach ministry, some of the 
students from the Bible School in Gujarat went to visit Violet’s 
family. The students prayed for Violet and immediately she 
experienced a difference in her body. She gave her life to the 
Lord there and then, and believed and confessed that she 
had been healed. Violet went back to the county hospital 
and took all the tests again; they all came back negative. 
The healing that had seemed impossible had miraculously 
become hers. 

the healing 
that had 
seemed 
impossible 
had 
miraculously 
become hers. 
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style in the 1950s. Having lost much of its motor industry 
Coventry is now diversifying into other industries such as 
finance, business services, research and design. It is also 
home to two universities, Coventry University and The 
University of Warwick, which have a combined enrolment of 
35,000 students.

reaching the city
We believe that we are here to change this city! How? By the 
transforming presence of the Holy Spirit. God has spoken 
repeatedly to us that he wants to manifest his glory in 
our lives and in the church: that the presence of God will 
be with us for miracles and healing, and that as a church 
we will be a source of health and healing. We are learning 
about the power of prayer, and to be intolerant of sickness 
in the church, and the importance of fasting. We are already 
seeing people healed in our gatherings and also out in the 
community. 

Whenever we gather together we know that the God is going 
to manifest himself as we worship wholeheartedly and move 
in the gifts of the Spirit. We desire to be a church where 
everyone is at home working hand in hand with the Holy 
Spirit, not just at church meetings, but in the workplace, the 
home, the school and the street.  

God has told us to build gates into the city: places where 
people can hear the good news and encounter the power 
of God. One such gate has been our ongoing  outreach to 
children through a Saturday club where we worship and 
teach about Jesus and generally have a good time!

Five years ago my wife Ruth and I responded to a word 
from God and moved to the city of Coventry. The word was 
“you’ll never take a place without going there” – it wasn’t a 
prophecy brought over our lives but a comment made a room 
full of leaders: but to us it was the Word of God. 

At that time we were living in Leicestershire and part of the 
leadership team of Living Rock Church; we were determined 
that we weren’t going to start a new 
church: we were part of a great one! When we moved it was 
simply to see the kingdom of God extended in Coventry.

God added families to us right from the start of our adventure, 
and we have always been part of a lively community with a 
real sense of family: when we first started meeting in homes 
the children often outnumbered adults! As numbers have
grown the Coventry branch of Living Rock Church has met 
as a separate congregation. We currently gather around 80 
adults and children each week.

about the city
Coventry is a city of 300,000 people in the heart of England. 
It is the ninth biggest city in England, and extremely well 
positioned for transportation links by road, rail and air. 
Historically Coventry was a centre for heavy industry in the 
form of cars, trucks, aeroplanes and armaments. It was the  
target of some of the most devastating bombing raids of  
World War II, which destroyed much of the city, including 
its cathedral. 

The legacy of WWII manifests itself in various forms: the city 
now designates itself as the City of Peace and Reconciliation; 
much of the centre of the city was rebuilt in a bold “modern” 
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coventry:
Building Gates into the City Being ‘Sent to Coventry’ 

used to mean bad news. Living Rock Church plans to change all that by bringing the 

good news to the city through people full of the Holy Spirit. Church leader Matthew 

Ling fills us in with the history on how the move came about.
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FREED FROM 10 YEARS OF INSOMNIA For 10 years I have had a problem with sleeping. It 
started when my marriage ended and I was left with the daily responsibility of bringing up 2 small children.  God showed himself to us 
in many ways throughout this time, as he met our practical, spiritual, and emotional needs, yet I still found it impossible to fully rest 
and recharge at night. I found myself slipping into bad habits and behaviours that caused me to avoid going to bed because my bedtime 
routine had become such a battle ground.

The accumulation of sleep deprivation, bad habits and insomnia began to manifest as hallucinations, vivid dreams that I felt compelled 
to act out, and sleep walking. It was this behaviour that brought me to a place of seeking medical help through my GP who prescribed a 
course of sleeping tablets with the warning that they were highly addictive and should only be taken when absolutely necessary.

I knew I didn’t want to rely on prescription drugs as the solution to this problem, so I sought prayer and advice from trusted friends. 
They prayed and broke the strongholds of insomnia and talked about using the Word of God and the gift of tongues in my bedtime 
routine. I took the step of faith not to take anymore sleeping tablets but to rely on God’s word of truth from Psalm 91 that “he who dwells 
in the shelter of the most high will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty” and “He will cover you with his feathers and under his wings 
you will find refuge.” As I prayerfully brought these truths to God in my new bedtime routine I experienced the miracle of a full night’s 
rest and sleep.

Now I have been restored to a place of peace and rest and I am no longer afraid to go to bed, because now I have a new reality! I know 
that by his stripes I am healed, in mind, body and spirit. In over a month since I first cried out to Jesus I have slept soundly through the 
night and have not hallucinated or had vivid dreams since. Praise God.  Debbie Wilson

HEALING IN THE HOUSE During 
the worship one Sunday morning I got a sense that some-
one in the room had pain in their joints. Although I was un-
certain about this word of knowledge I did eventually share 
it at the end of the meeting when there was a call for those 
who were sick to come forward for healing. As I shared it, 
I got more knowledge from the Holy Spirit: the person had 
had it for a long time, and because it was not serious had 
just got used to it, but God did not want them to live with 
it any longer. 

I prayed with several people for healing afterwards, and 
came to a man in the line. When I asked him what I could 
pray for he responded, “my joints are on fire. I had a prob-
lem in my wrists and elbows for a long time, but I’ve just got 
used to it.” I prayed for him and he immediately confessed 
that he had been healed. Because he has a manual job, he 
said the real test would be when he went back to work. I 
saw him a week later, and his first words to me were, “I’m 
healed!”  Chris Hamer-Hodges

HEALING ON THE STREET Every 
day I commute to University in Nottingham. One day I was 
on the way into university and I saw a homeless man whom 
I have gotten to know from speaking to on the way in each 
morning. So far I’d just given him stuff to eat and we’d have 
a chat. This one morning I came across him and he was 
nursing his left foot which was badly swollen and infected. 
He said it had been really painful that he couldn’t walk on 
it properly or put any pressure on it. I shared with him that 
my God has power to heal today and that he is ready to 
heal him now. I asked him if I could pray for his foot and lay 
hands on him and then I just spoke to his foot saying, “be 
healed in the name of Jesus Christ.” 

After I’d prayed I asked him if there was any difference and 
he said not yet. I told him that I was confident that God 
would manifest the healing later that day or very soon. I 
then went on my way as I had to get to class. A couple of 
days after I saw him again, I asked him how his foot was 
and he said that it was funny I should ask because shortly 
after I’d prayed for him there was a difference, he said that 
he could put pressure on it and walk. I’ve since seen him 
and his foot is completely healed! His exact words: “It’s A-
okay!” Praise Jesus that he is alive and that he is a healing 
God!  Ben McCosker
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At a recent ministries without 
borders® conference, Matthew 
Ling said that if anyone had any 
problems or issues in their lives to 
lay them before God and let them 
go. No sooner had those words 
been spoken than John knew in 
himself that he had been totally 
healed. 

Kate said, “He came out of that 
meeting that night and confessed 
that he knew for a fact that God 
had healed him.” 

Later on in the week the couple 
were called forward at the 
conference for prayer.  Kate says, 
“Two prophetic words were given 
to us. Mine was to let things go and 
stop worrying about situations, 
and John’s was that we would be 
bursting at the seams, just as it 
said in Isaiah 54.” 

Holding on to God’s word for 
their family and standing in faith 
together, John and Kate received 
their miracle. Five weeks after the 
conference Kate broke the news 
that she was pregnant. 

John and Kate were pleased to 
let us know that, just prior to us 
going to print, their miracle baby 
Jonah Daniel Ledgeway arrived  
on time and healthy, weighing in 
at 9lb 11oz.
 
Praise God and congratulations!

John and Kate Ledgeway were 
married in Oct0ber 2005. They 
knew before they were married 
that they wanted children. 

Kate said, “I had known of 
problems with my ovaries 
and knew conception would 
be difficult. We did not know 
however that John also had 
medical problems.   We prayed, 
and were prayed for, and looked 
into IVF and went through the 
initial screening. After going 
though the screening we were 
informed that we had less than 
a 1% chance of conceiving by 
ourselves.” 

Kate became upset and her 
prayers became very inward 
looking.  After talking to her 
parents she realised that she 
needed to change the way she 
prayed. 

“Instead of asking all the time, 
I needed to be thankful to God 
for all he had done in mine and 
John’s lives, and thankful for what 
he was going to do. I changed my 
prayers from ‘why can’t I have a 
baby’, to ‘thank you God for the 
baby you are going to give me.’” 

She received a word from the Lord 
found in Isaiah 54: 
“Sing of childless woman, you who 
have never given birth! Break into 
loud and joyful song, O Jerusalem, 
you who have never been in labour. 
For the desolate woman now has 
more children than the woman 
who lives with her husband says 
the Lord. Enlarge your house, 
build an addition. Spread out your 
home, and spare no expense! For 
you will soon be bursting at the 
seams. Your descendants will 
occupy other nations and resettle 
the ruined cities.”    
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a restored 
family

for you formed my inward 

parts; you knitted me 

together in my mother’s 

womb. i praise you, for i am 

fearfully and wonderfully 

made. wonderful are your 

works; my soul knows it 

very well. my frame was 

not hidden from you, when 

i was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the 

depths of the earth. your 

eyes saw my unformed 

substance; in your book were 

written, every one 

of them, the days that were 

formed for me, when as yet 

there was none of them.

psalm 139:13-16

times of restoration® • volume 01



03 a ministries without borders® publication23

restoration and the church by Trevor Lloyd

I can’t remember who first said it, but the words still ring true – “the good is often 
the enemy of the best.” Even God’s people can miss out on the best that God has 
for them because they are far too easily satisfied. In years past, many of God’s 
people set out in pursuit of a vision of the kind of church God wanted but ended 
up settling for something less than the best. What they have may be good, better 
than what they had before, but the very progress they have made has become 
their greatest obstacle. Satisfied with how far they have come, they have lost sight 
of the vision with which they began their journey. What is needed now, perhaps 
more than ever, is a restored vision of the church God desires.

too small a thing
One of the most common tendencies of God’s people 
throughout the ages has been to stop at false finish lines. 
For example, God had to use the prophet Isaiah to tell his 
people not to stop with the restoration of their own nation - 
but to realise the full extent of their calling:

It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to 
restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of 
Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for 
the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to 
the ends of the earth. Isaiah 49:6

Many of the Israelites failed to heed this. Their fundamental 
mistake was to think that the plan of God stopped with them. 
This spiritual short-sightedness led to inner decay, as lack of 
vision always will (Proverbs 29:18). Vital faith was replaced 
with fossilised religion so that they didn’t even recognize 
their Messiah when he came. Even the disciples, after Jesus 
had taught them about the kingdom for so long, were still 
limited in their vision: just before his ascension they ask 
Jesus if he was “going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 
1:6) and Jesus once again had to turn their vision toward “the 
ends of the earth” (v.8). 

Looking for a City:
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Where there have been genuine steps forward we can 

thank God for how far we have come; but if we start to 

think that we have “made it” then we actually begin to 

lose the ground that we have gained. 
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examples of limited vision
We might like to think that we would not make the same 
mistake. But spiritual short-sightedness can take different 
forms. Here are just two to consider. 
 

01.  Too Focused on Past Models
Firstly, limited vision reveals itself by thinking that the truth 
of restoration simply means trying to recover an early church 
model. Primitivism would be a more accurate term for this 
approach and there have been many movements with this 
agenda throughout the history of the church. The danger is 
that it is possible to adopt biblically correct structures and 
yet fail to experience true, vital faith and the dynamic life of 
the Holy Spirit; or fail to be open to “new things” that God 
wants to bring his people into.

This idea of recovery does contain a very important element 
of truth. We must build God’s church according to his design 
and, over the centuries, people and churches have departed 
from that design and added their own human traditions 
to it. Throughout the Old Testament, when God gave man 
something to build, like the ark, or the tabernacle and its 
furniture, he always emphasised the importance of building 
it “according to the pattern” that he had laid down (Exodus 
25:9,40; Numbers 8:4; Acts 7:44; Hebrews 8:5). This teaches 
a vital principle when it comes to building the church. 
Although we now respond to the Spirit, rather than the letter 
of the law (2 Corinthians 3:5-6), we must still be careful how 
we build (1 Corinthians 3:10) and stick to the biblical patterns 
and principles. 

It is true, therefore, that restoration includes a significant 
element of recovery and repair because men have departed 
from God’s pattern. We have to start by removing the religious 
and man-made traditions which nullify the Word of God 
(Matthew 15:6). But this is not an end in itself. The church 
is being restored not when it is going back to a supposed 
original purity, but when it is moving forward in accordance 
with God’s original plan. As one important leader who saw 
the truth of restoration puts it: “It is a mistake to charge true 
‘restorers’ with being historical primitivists. We do not seek to 
return to an original condition: rather, we seek to advance to 
the fullness of God’s original intention.” 1 

If we are going back in order to move forward, then by all 
means let us recapture something of the dynamic simplicity 
of the early church. Let us rediscover its sense of genuine, 

1. Bryn Jones, The Radical Church: Restoring the Apostolic Edge 

(Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 1999), pp.14-15.

organic community and its lack of institutionalism and 
hierarchy. Let us recover its openness and flexibility, 
combined with purity and faithfulness to the truth, and, 
not least, its continual experience of the miraculous power 
of God. But let us leave behind the legalism, divisiveness, 
immorality, spiritual immaturity and formalism that also 
characterised parts of the early church and still, sadly, the 
church today. We can recover the best and move beyond 
the rest because our vision is much greater than just a 
programme of recovery.

02.  Too Satisfied With Present Progress
A second, and perhaps more worrying, symptom of spiritual 
short-sightedness in the church today is the tendency to settle 
for the progress we have already made. We become too easily 
pleased with bigger church gatherings, glossier magazines, 
impressive TV ministry, livelier and more contemporary 
worship sounds, alternative church models, the latest church 
growth theory, more theological credibility, greater political 
influence, or increased recognition. Of course, some of this 
may only be apparent progress – change but not advance, 
movement but not improvement. Where there have been 
genuine steps forward we can thank God for how far we have 
come; but if we start to think that we have “made it” then we 
actually begin to lose the ground that we have gained. 

Thankfully, there are an increasing number of God’s people 
who cannot be content with just “better” churches. They are 
desperate for the consistent manifestation of God’s presence, 
power and purity in and through the church, and the ever-
increasing impact and influence of a heavenly kingdom 
that has invaded our world and that is transforming whole 
societies so that the knowledge of God’s glory fills the whole 
earth (Habakkuk 2:14). They are committed to seeing the 
Lord Jesus return for a glorious, pure, mature and united 
church - the spotless bride that has made herself ready for 
her bridegroom (Revelation 19:7). They long to see a kingdom 
that is not in apologetic retreat before this world but that is 
advancing and growing so that “the kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ” (Revelation 
11:15). In other words, they are looking for the restoration of 
all things (Acts 3:21).

They have certainly not given up on the church for they know 
that the church of Jesus Christ is essential to this plan of 
restoration. Indeed it is their dream of a perfected or restored 
church that lies at the heart of their vision. They know that 
a truly restored church is not one that has returned to a 
supposed primitive ideal, or one that is just an improvement 
of what has gone before; it is one that has reached God’s 
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revealed ultimate intention. Such a church lies ahead of us, 
not behind us. By definition, therefore, those who believe in 
restoration are those who are on a pilgrimage – they have 
been captured by a vision, and cannot settle for anything 
less than seeing that vision realised.

to be a pilgrim
At the heart of restoration, then, is the heart of a pilgrim. 
A “restorer” is one who has seen something and is moving 
towards what he has seen. He has been granted a heavenly 
vision and, like Paul, is able to say “I was not disobedient 
to the vision from heaven” (Acts 26:19). The fulfilment and 
realisation of that vision is what he lives for and he will not 
be satisfied with anything less. The exact opposite of the 
spirit of the pilgrim is the spirit of the settler, the spirit which 
is at the heart of denominationalism. At the root of most 
denominations is a church which at one time had caught 
an aspect of truth that God was restoring, but which then 
set up camp around that truth and never moved on into all 
the other aspects of the heavenly vision that God wanted to 
unfold. Too many churches have settled on their journey and 
so begun the process of their spiritual decline and death, 
because only spiritual pilgrims are truly alive.

If we become settlers, where we settle becomes our cemetery. 
Many churches that have settled in the past inevitably 
hardened and fossilised into denominations and religious 
institutions which often then went on to resist the pilgrims 
who wanted to move into “new things” that God was revealing 
and into  the fullness of the heavenly vision. It is important to 
understand, however, that denominationalism is primarily a 
spirit - an attitude of heart and frame of mind. It is possible to 
find this spirit in churches which pride themselves on being 
non-denominational, just as it is possible to find the heart 
and the spirit of a pilgrim in people who belong to churches 
which we may regard as denominational. 

The spirit of the settler begins with being too easily satisfied 
and this is the real and present danger for those who set out 
some years ago on their pilgrimage and who may consider 
themselves to be post-denominational. Our labels do not 
protect us from the denominational spirit. It is a matter of 
the heart. The true restorer is one who has set his heart on 
pilgrimage (Psalm 84:5). He, or she, is certainly not intent 
on just adding another denomination to the spiritual 
landscape, another fossil to the wasteland. He recognises 
that “God is not after restorationist churches; he is restoring 
his church.” 2  Because of this he isn’t looking for the latest 

2.  Bryn Jones, p.7.

book, or conference, on church growth; he looks to an open 
heaven from which that God-given vision continues to burn 
bright and clear.

Abraham - the father of all pilgrims - had such a vision. We 
are told that he “lived in tents” and was like “a stranger in 
a foreign country” because “he was looking forward to the 
city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God” 
(Hebrews 11:9-10). We are told that this vision was of a 
heavenly land and city that he had been granted as his 
inheritance (vv.14-16). It was not actually the physical land 
of Canaan, or the physical city of Jerusalem, that he had seen 
– either in the ancient world or in a supposed millennial 
kingdom. Abraham saw the restoration of all things; he saw 
the kingdom of God filling the earth, he saw the a people 
enjoying their spiritual inheritance in Christ, and he saw the 
city of God – the perfected church – that is central to the 
fulfilling of this vision. 

We see this city again in the book of Revelation. It is spoken of 
as “coming down out of heaven from God” (21:2) and so people 
make the mistake of assuming this is a celestial city only to 
be enjoyed in the new heaven and new earth, in the age to 
come. But that is to misunderstand the nature of prophetic 
writings. This is a picture of the church – the fact that it 
comes down from heaven represents the supernatural origin 
and essential spiritual nature of the church. It is made up of 
those who have been born from above (John 3:3,7 margin), 
who bear the likeness of the man from heaven (1 Corinthians 
15:48-49) and whose citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 
3:20). This is the amazing truth about the church: it is an 
outpost of heaven here on earth.

An understanding of prophetic writing will also help us to 
avoid the mistake of seeing this vision of the heavenly city 
as an unreachable ideal in the distant future. Restoration is 
both something that we look forward to and something that 
has already begun. It is a future culmination of a present 
process that we are already involved with. The heavenly 
vision is given not for us to wait for but to work for - until we 
see it realised here on earth. As a prophetic people, we reach 
into the future and bring it into our present; we lay hold of 
that which is of heaven and see it come on earth (Matthew 
6:10).  Like Abraham, we look forward to this city and yet we 
have already come to it and live in it (Hebrews 12:22). To be a 
pilgrim, to be captivated by this vision of the city of God, is 
to be involved in bringing heaven to earth.

the city we see
In the remainder of this article, I am going to attempt to 
give at least some insight into this city, the church God is 
looking for. I will use the symbolic description of Revelation 
(21:9-22:5) as my starting point, but I will describe how it will 
work out practically.  Afterall, it is the very purpose of God 
that what has been seen in the heavenly places is realised, 
and given visible and tangible expression on the earth. 
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01.  A City With Foundations (21:14, 19-20)3 
Abraham looked for a city with foundations. We are told that 
apostles and prophets are foundational to the church, with 
Christ as the chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20). One key for 
the church then is the true restoration of these foundational 
ministries. But it is not enough to attach labels to people. 
These ministries are revelatory. They have God-given insight 
into the mystery of the gospel and how to administer this 
revelation in the building of the church (Ephesians 3:2-5). At 
a time when many Christians simply get caught up with the 
latest man-made theories or models of church and church 
growth, we need men and women who we know have stood 
in the presence of God, have heard from God and are bringing 
fresh revelation from heaven. Some years ago one writer 
observed, “in each generation God always has had those 
men whose framework of vision reached beyond the general 
consciousness to see God’s larger purpose.” 4  We need such 
ministries today. Their leadership will ensure that we are 
building according to the foundation already laid, which is 
Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11). They will also help the church to 
understand who they really are because, “the responsibility 
of the apostles was to give identity to the true people of God.” 5  
The issue of the true identity and nature of the church is a 
vital and pressing issue in our day.

02. A Covenant Community (21:12, 14)
The number twelve is repeated in this passage and, 
throughout the Bible, stands for the community of God’s 
people. In the Old Testament we have the twelve tribes and, 
in the New Testament, the twelve apostles represent the new 
covenant community. The church must never be reduced to 
an institution or organisation, to a crowd attending meetings 
or the audience for some superstar ministry. It is God’s family 
living together in genuine, organic and dynamic community. 
There will be a depth of relationship and a richness of shared 
life that attracts people in our increasingly individualistic 
and disintegrated age. We are given some insights into this 
kind of community in the early church (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37) 
but we are to go on to experience beyond even this. 

Local expressions of the restored church will be communities 
where the needy are helped, the lonely set in families, 
and those previously marginalised in society are accepted 
and valued. They will be extended families where all are 
encouraged and discipled to fulfil their God-given potential 
in the context of supportive relationships. They will be full 
of people who are not preoccupied with their own interests 
only, but who look out for the welfare of others. They will 
serve one another and seek the best for one another. The 
young will be encouraged and believed in; the old will be 
respected and appreciated. Men and women will value each 
other’s different roles and contributions without control or 
strife. Conflict will be resolved with godly wisdom. People 

3.  All the Bible references at each of the following sub-headings are from the 

book of Revelation.

4.  De Vern Fromke, Unto Full Stature (Knoxville, TN: Sure Foundation, 1964), 

p.39.

5.  Terry Virgo, Does the Future Have A Church? (Eastbourne: Kingsway, 2003), 

p.62.

will not just attend meetings together but will share their 
homes, skills, possessions, time and lives together as each 
has need. They will laugh with one another and weep with 
one another. They will enjoy life together as God’s family.

03.  A Christ-like People (11, 18-21)
The jewels and precious stones in this city represent the 
people who have been worked on by the grace of God and 
so shine with his glory. All of us in the church are those who 
were like charred stones that had been discarded (Nehemiah 
4:2). The wonder of his grace is that he has taken such stones 
and is transforming them into precious jewels that reflect his 
character. As living stones, we are being transformed from 
glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

The city of God, then, is filled with a people who are purifying 
themselves (2 Corinthians 7:1) and so becoming more and 
more like Jesus. They allow the Word of God to transform 
their thinking (Romans 12:2), and the Spirit of God to impart 
the grace that teaches them to live godly lives (Titus 2:11-14). 
They are also open to the people of God, being discipled 
within the community of the church, challenged to change 
and encouraged to grow. Although aware that they are still 
works in progress, they have a faith that they can become 
all that God has called them to be. In this hope they purify 
themselves (1 John 3:2-3). As they grow more Christ-like, they 
shine like stars in a crooked generation (Philippians 2:15) 
and attract many to Christ as they demonstrate the power 
and beauty of lives transformed by the grace of God. 

04.  High Walls and Open Gates (21:12, 14-15, 25)
It has become fashionable in some quarters to speak of 
“the church without walls.” This is meant to speak of the 
inclusiveness of the church, playing down its distinctiveness 
and encouraging the so-called “unchurched” to feel that 
they can belong to the church before they change in what 
they believe or how they behave. This is the exact opposite 
of what the Bible teaches. The church has high, thick walls 
– by definition, it is distinct and separate from the world. 
People are “outsiders” (Colossians 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:12; 
1 Timothy 3:7) until they repent and turn to God. At the same 
time the gates are wide open in the sense that the offer of 
salvation is available to all, though there is a definite and 
distinct means of entry. 

This vital tension between distinctiveness and inclusiveness, 
between separation and accessibility, between holiness and 
grace, is essential for the church to recover and express. We 
must convey a non-judgemental and open attitude to all who 
come to us and not allow a genuine desire for purity in God’s 
city to be distorted into critical spirits and closed hearts. 
Equally, we must not allow the grace of God to be used as an 
excuse for lowering the standards of holiness that he calls 
us to. Like Jesus, we must be full of grace and truth (John 
1:17). In preaching and sharing the gospel, we must recover 
a call to radical discipleship, which is certainly more than 
adjustments in personal morality, but which does demand 
true repentance - a change of life that springs from a radical 
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work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. To settle for anything less 
than this is to allow the walls of the city to be torn down.

05.  The Presence of God (21:22)
That which should most distinguish God’s people from all 
other people on the face of the earth is the hallmark of God’s 
presence (Exodus 33:15-16). The city that we look for and 
long for will be filled with the presence of God. We cannot be 
satisfied with just skilled music and the most recent worship 
songs, with great teaching or outreach programmes. I find 
an increasing longing among God’s people for the tangible, 
manifest presence of God. They long for it because it is what 
they were born for. 

His presence is experienced in richly diverse ways but 
always with demonstrations of the Spirit’s power. It sets 
people free from anything that inhibits or oppresses them; it 
fills them with an unconstrained joy that strengthens them. 
In God’s presence our spirits are refreshed, bodies healed, 
minds liberated and hearts emboldened. Relationships are 
deepened as people experience the presence of God together 
and lives are changed. This presence of God will not only be 
felt in our gatherings for worship but right across the life of 
the Church community and in our interaction with people in 
the world – they will acknowledge that “surely God is among 
you” (Zechariah 8:23; 1 Corinthians 14:25). 

06.  The Glory of God (21:23)
The glory of God is the expression and manifestation of 
what God is like in all his brilliance. We have already seen 
that the purity of God’s people, as they become more and 
more Christ-like, reflects his glory. The weight of God’s awe-
inspiring presence is also a manifestation of his glory. If we 
add to this purity and presence the demonstration of God’s 
power, then all serve to radiate his glory so that when people 
come among the church they see what God is like. They see 
people who are free, joyful, strong, full of grace, living pure 
lives yet merciful and compassionate to others; they see the 
love of God expressed among them and from them. They 
see people who are gloriously ordinary, and yet live in daily 
expectation of the extraordinary miracles of God.

One of the earliest prophetic pictures of the church in the Old 
Testament is found at Bethel, where Jacob dreamed of the 
ladder with angels ascending and descending from heaven. 
The place is called “the house of God, the gate of heaven” 
(Genesis 28:10-17). The church is to be so filled with the glory 
of God that when people venture near they feel that they are 
on the very threshold of heaven.

07.  The Life of the Spirit  (22:1-5)
Flowing down the very centre of this city is the river of God 
– the life of the Holy Spirit. He is the source of all life and 
fruitfulness in the city. He enables it to provide healing for 
the nations. The church in its essence is a community of the 
Spirit. It is made up of those who are born of the Spirit (John 
3:5-8), who have been baptised by one Spirit into one body 
(1 Corinthians 12:13), and who together drink of the Spirit (1 

Corinthians 10:4); they are those from whom the rivers of 
living water flow (John 7:37-39) and who, as sons of God, are 
led by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:14). Our fellowship – or 
shared life – is in the Spirit (Philippians 2:1; 2 Corinthians 
13:14). 

The sad fact is that many Churches function today without 
the Holy Spirit – and they don’t even notice his absence. 
We need to learn again to trust the Holy Spirit and believe 
that manifestations of his life and power are what will 
draw people to Christ; that true conversion is a result of 
the radical work of the Holy Spirit, not the persuasion and 
manipulations of men. Churches have trusted for too long in 
various outreach programmes, seeker-sensitive services and 
intellectual apologetics. It is time to expect and be ready for 
supernatural demonstrations of the power of the Holy Spirit 
that will result in many coming to Christ. This will not just 
happen in meetings, or conferences; the river flows from the 
gatherings into the streets. We will see the overflowing life 
of the Spirit and miraculous demonstrations of God’s power 
in everyday life, in our neighbourhoods, schools, colleges, 
workplaces and marketplaces. This is where the kind of 
church that God is looking for will be found.

setting your heart on pilgrimage
I trust that, though this brief reflection can never do justice 
to the full vision of the kind of church that God desires 
and that we should be looking for, it will at least quicken 
a desire in your heart to seek God for your own increasing 
insight into his heavenly vision. For those who have been 
pursuing such a vision for many years, and for those finding 
themselves stirred with this vision for the first time, I trust 
that it will serve to encourage you not to settle for anything 
less as you set your hearts on pilgrimage (Psalm 84:5). The 
future belongs to such people. “Tomorrow’s world will be 
ruled by the radical men and women of today’s world who live, 
as their forefathers did, in the light of God’s purpose.” 6  Don’t 
live beneath your destiny. Let us not be disobedient to the 
heavenly vision; let us live radical lives in the pursuit of it.

6.  Bryn Jones, p.51.
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thinking that I’d have mental 
health problems too, and end up 
like Mum did. I thought about 
things too much; I put myself 
in her place more than I should 
have.”

A process of change
There was no need for Janne to 
worry. Telling her story now, she 
appears secure and light-hearted. 
Something came into her and 
her father’s lives which created 
necessary change. 

“Dad accepted Jesus into his life 
while Mum was sick. Throughout 
my childhood, and especially 
during the bad times, he taught 
me from the Word of God, and 
kept reminding me that God had a 
good plan for my life. I was going 
to be happy, and wouldn’t end up 
like Mum. Along the way, I also 
met lots of wonderful people who 
supported me. I decided to give 
my life to Jesus too. A noticeable 
process of change started to 
take place.” Janne explains this 
process as a slowly growing sense 
of security and trust towards 
God. 

“It was a process where I 
gradually understood what 
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Three-year-old Janne looks 
around her. She holds her 
father’s hand and sees all the 
grown-ups wearing dark clothes. 
Janne doesn’t really understand 
what’s going on, but she knows 
that it has something to do with 
Mummy. She’s at her mother’s 
funeral. 

Missing Mummy
“What I remember best is the time 
afterwards,” Janne says. “I missed 
Mummy so much! I couldn’t 
understand why she wouldn’t 
come home. I remember one time 
in particular, hiding behind the 
sitting room door and shouting 
‘MUMMY!’, hoping it would bring 
her back. When I was older, Dad 
told me that Mummy had taken 
her own life.”

Janne Sletteland, from Sortland, 
Norway, is now 21 years old. She 
is married to Joakim, and lives in 
Sotra outside Bergen. Losing her 
mother at such a young age left its 
mark on her life. But she doesn’t 
mind telling her story – maybe 
she can help someone else who’s 
going through a tough time.

Difficult thoughts
“It was really hard to understand 
why she chose not to be with 
us. I thought and thought, but 
couldn’t find any answers. All my 
painful feelings made me really 
sad. I remember crying a lot, and 
at times I was really down. Things 
were really hard in my early teens 
especially; the bad times came 
more often and they were harder 
than before.” Janne stops for a 
minute before continuing. “The 
worst part was that I thought I’d 
always feel like that. At the same 
time I started comparing myself to 
my mum. In terms of appearance, 
we are alike. Unfortunately I took 
my comparisons too far. I started 
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trusting Jesus was all about. 
As I got to know God, I let Jesus 
and his Word dominate more of 
the way I thought. I felt I could 
give all the darkness to Jesus, 
who understood me. Little by 
little I could give up the difficult 
questions about why Mum left 
us, all the painful feelings, and 
negative thoughts, and leave 
them with God.”

Difficult forgiveness
“I got to a point where God showed 
me that I needed to forgive Mum. 
God always knows what’s best for 
us, so even though it was difficult, 
I decided to forgive.”

Janne had to decide to forgive 
many times. After a while, she 
noticed how her feelings changed. 
She experienced something she 
describes as inner healing. The 
bad times started coming less 
often and were easier than before. 
The more she gave Jesus, the more 
free she felt. God did something 
she couldn’t explain. 

“John 8:36 says that if the Son sets 
you free, then you are truly free, 
and I’ve experienced this. It took 
several years, but God doesn’t do 
things halfway.”

Today I feel completely free! God 
has shown me who I am in Christ, 
a new creation. I can feel that 
everything’s been made new, and 
I’m really happy! I’m so grateful 
to Him!” 



In this series of Bible outlines, we set out to trace God’s eternal plan for “the restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21) throughout 

the Scriptures, book by book.  As well as giving an outline of the book and identifying its main characters, we will show what it 

reveals about God’s plan, which is unfolded gradually though the Bible. Because the Bible is all about Jesus and because he 

is at the heart of God’s plan for restoration, we will also highlight where Christ appears in each book. The Bible also uses 

recurring themes and images to teach important truths about God’s purpose and about the spiritual life, so we will also identify 

some of these in each book that we consider. You will get most out of this outline if, as well as reading it, you use it as a study 

guide, looking up the verses referenced on the characters and themes that interest you as a starting point for further study.
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RESTORATION

we set out to trace God’s eternal plan

genesis is the book of beginnings, or origins. it 
records the beginning of creation, of humanity, 
of sin and its consequences and of god’s plan of 
salvation. we also begin to be given some insight into 
god’s eternal plan. it has been called the seed book 
of the bible because all of the themes and truths of 
the bible are contained in this book, in seed form.

god’s unfolding plan
We see from the first chapters of Genesis that God has a 
purpose for humanity to fill the earth, to be fruitful - we 
will come to see that this has spiritual significance, and is 
not just referring to natural reproduction – and to rule over 
it as God’s representatives (1:28). Satan’s deception and 
man’s rebellion do not mean that God is thrown off course, 
having to resort to plan B. It has always been God’s purpose 
that it is the man, Christ Jesus, who will rule (Rom.5:12-19; 
Heb.2:8-9).

As the story unfolds, God shows that he will judge sin yet 

save the righteous – see the story of the Flood, and Noah’s 
Ark (Gen.6-8), and of Lot in Sodom (Gen.19; Luke 17:28-29; 2 
Pet.2:4-10). He makes a covenant with Noah that guarantees 
that ultimately his mercy will triumph over judgement 
(Gen.8:21-22) and there are hints of a promised new creation 
(Gen.8:13-20). The concept of covenant will become even 
more significant as this story unfolds. 

After the thwarting of man’s attempt to establish himself 
by his own wisdom and strength at Babel (Gen.11:1-9), God 
begins the working out of his salvation purpose by the calling 
of Abraham (Gen.12:1-3). Later we will come to see that the 
call of Abraham – and of anyone who belongs to God’s true 
chosen and called out people – is based on faith, not their 
own merits (Rom.4:11-17; Gal.3:6-9) and on the miraculous 
work of the Holy Spirit (Gal.4:22-30) rather than on natural 
ethnic origin. But the children of Abraham, eventually 
called Israelites, are the people who will eventually lead us 
to Christ. Their calling also demonstrates to us that God is 
going to have his own people who will fulfil his purpose; 
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later in the story we will see that this is not ethnic Israel but 
the people of faith. The stories of the other early descendants 
of Abraham – Isaac, Jacob and Joseph – foreshadow spiritual 
truths and teach us about how God deals with his people.

christ in all the scriptures
Jesus is revealed in Scripture in many ways, including through 
types – a natural object, person or event to foreshadow and 
point towards Jesus and the truth that relates to him – and 
through prophecy:

•  Adam – Christ is the second man, the representative head of 
humanity and the beginning of a new creation (Rom.5:12-21; 
1 Cor.15:20-23, 42-49; Col.1:18). He is the last Adam – there is 
no other head to come (1 Cor.15:45).

•  “he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” 
(Gen.3:15) – this is generally taken to be the first prophecy 
about Christ, pointing to the cross where he will be bruised 
for our sins, but at which he will crush and defeat Satan.

•  Melchizedek (Gen.14:18-20) – representative of the High 
Priestly role that Jesus has by the power of an indestructible 
life (Psalm 110:4; Heb.5:6-10; 6:19-7:17). He lives forever to 
intercede for us (Heb.7:25).

•  Isaac – Isaac is seen primarily as the promised son and heir 
(Gen.17:19; Gal.4:28). Jesus is the promised Son, and is the 
heir of all things (Heb.1:2). The story of Isaac finding a bride 
points to the church as the bride and Christ as bridegroom 
(Gen.24).

•  Joseph – in the story of him being rejected by his own but 
then raised up and exalted to the throne, Joseph pictures the 
path Christ trod (John 1:11; Phil.2:5-11; Heb.12:2-3).

principles & pictures
There are many recurring themes, images and motifs in 
Genesis. These are just a few:

01. Be fruitful and fill the earth (Gen.1:28; 9:1) – the 
concept of fruitfulness (or maturity) and of coming to fullness 
points to the purpose of God – to bring a people to the fullness 
of Christ (John 1:16; Eph.1:23; 3:19; 4:13; Col.2:9-10) and to fill 
the earth with his glory (Ps.72:19; Hab.2:14). 

genesis & revelation
If Genesis contains the seeds of all 
biblical truth, the book of Revelation 
shows those truths in fulfilment. 
Genesis is about beginnings and 
Revelation is about the final 
consummation. It is worthwhile 
comparing these two books in terms 
of common themes and pictures

Genesis Revelation
Creation - the first heaven & earth New Creation - the new heaven & earth

The original garden The ultimate “garden city”

No access to the tree of life Able to eat of the tree of life

The first marriage The marriage of the Lamb

Satan deceiving Satan defeated

Death enters the world “No more death”

Babylon built Babylon destroyed

The Redeemer promised The Redeemer reigning

outline
Beginnings of Humanity (1-11)

• Creation: God’s plan (1-2)

• Fall: man’s rebellion (3-5)

• Flood: God’s judgement (6-10)

• Babel: God’s sovereignty (11)

Beginnings of Israel (12-50)

• Abraham: the father given a son (12-25)

• Isaac: the son takes a bride (25-26)

• Jacob: the flesh or the Spirit (27-36)

• Joseph: the path to the throne (37-50)

key characters
Adam and Eve  (Gen. 1-3; Rom.5:12-17)

Satan   (Gen.3:1-15  Luke 4:1-13;  
1 John 3:8; Rev.20:1-10)

Enoch  ( Gen.5:21-24; Heb.11:5; Jude 1:14)

Noah   (Gen. 6-8; Heb.11:7; 1 Pet.3:18-22)

Abraham  (Gen. 11-25; Acts 7:2-8; Rom.4; 
Heb.11:8-19)

Lot   (Gen.11:31; 13:5-14; 19; 

Luke 7:28-32; 2 Pet.2:4-9)

Melchizedek  (Gen.14:18-20; Ps.110:4; 
Heb.6:19-7:21)

Isaac (Gen.17:15-19; 21-28; Rom.9:7; 
Gal.4:28-31; Jas.2:21) 

Jacob (Gen.25-36, 46-49; Acts 7:14-15)

Joseph  (Gen.37-50; Ps.105:17-22; Acts 7:9-16)
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restoration: The fulfilment of God’s purpose, the drawing of all 
things in creation towards  the fullness of his ultimate intention which is to 
bring all things together under the rule of Christ (Eph.1:10) so that he is pre-
eminent in all things (Col.1:18).

salvation: God’s response to man’s rebellion is not only one of 
judgement but the enacting of a plan of salvation where he sets out to rescue 
humanity from the effects of his own righteous judgement, reconcile them to 
himself and to restore them to their place in his eternal purpose. 

covenant: A binding agreement or treaty; when used in relation to 
God and his purpose it refers to the agreements that he initiates which mark 
the unfolding of his plan and purpose and which culminate in the new 
covenant in Christ which is sealed with his blood. There will be more about 
this vital truth in future editions.

02. From the one to the many (with Adam – see 
Rom.5:15-17; with Noah – see Gen.9:7-11; with Abraham – see 
Gen.12:1-3) – God shows that he does not just mass produce 
his people but calls one man or woman and then gets them 
to reproduce; making disciples in this way is God’s method 
for achieving his purpose (Gen.18:18-19).

03. The son of promise – Isaac is the one that came 
by the promise and the power of God, the miracle child, 
while Ishmael came from the designs of a man (Gen.21:1-8; 
Gal.4:21-26;  Heb.11:11). This child of the barren woman 
(Isaiah 54:1) is a recurring theme in Scripture and it pictures 
Christ, born of a virgin (Matt.1:23), and all of us who are in 
Christ, born of the Spirit (Gal.4:29).

04. An altar, a tent and a well (Gen.26:25) – pictures 
for all pilgrims of the Christian life, highlighting that we live 
in tents, passing through as we travel toward the city of God 
(Heb.11:9-10). Worship, pictured through the altar, is the 
main occupation and  chief purpose of such pilgrims and the 
life of the Spirit (the well, or river) is their primary resource.

05. Other principles and pictures – sacrifice and 
the shedding of blood (Gen.3:21; 4:1-10; 8:20-21; 9:6; 22:2; 
42:22); flood and judgement (Gen.6-8); seedtime and harvest 
(Gen.1:11-12, 29; 8:22); pilgrimage (Gen.12:1-9; 13:11-12; 24:10; 
28:10; 46:1-7); the younger son preferred before the older 
(Gen.17:19-21; 25:23; 37:2; 48:12-20); fathers and sons, and 
the passing on of an inheritance (Gen.18:19; 22:1-12; 25:24-34; 
27:18-40; 37:3; 49:26); relationships with brothers (Gen.4:1-9; 
27:40-41; 32:3-33:5; 37; 38:27-30; 42:18-21; 50:15-17).

Key Words
This section is not an explanation 
of words that appear in the book 
of Genesis but will contribute to a 
glossary that we will build up in 
these Outlines of Restoration and 
that are central to understanding 
God’s purpose.

suggestions for further study
01.  Read through the book of Genesis quite 

quickly in 3-4 sessions and note down where 

you find the striking themes, principles, 

pictures and motifs mentioned above and 

identify any others that strike you.

02.  Take one of the principles or pictures 

suggested above and, with the help of a 

concordance, trace it through the book of 

Genesis and note down what it teaches you 

about God’s purpose and his ways of dealing 

with people.

03.  Read and think about Genesis 11:1-9, 27-32; 

12:1-9 and note down what you think it reveals 

about the unfolding of God’s purpose.
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Verse 2
Sovereign God how great are your deeds
How just and true your ways
Who could fail to fear you O Lord
To bring glory to your name

You are holy, you are holy
All the earth will sing your praise
You are holy, you are holy
All the earth will sing your praise

Verse 3
Lift your voice rejoice and be glad
For the wedding soon to come
See the bride so glorious now
Is made ready for the Lamb

Hallelujah, Hallelujah
For the Lord Almighty reigns
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
For the Lord Almighty reigns

This issue’s song is written by 

Dave Palmer. Here’s the story of 

how and why it was written:

I wrote “See Him There” whilst 

studying at Covenant School of 

Ministries: School of Worship. At 

the time we had been looking at 

the songs found in the book of 

Revelation and, around the same 

time, we were considering the idea 

that worship always comes from 

seeing Jesus. These two themes are 

at the heart of the song and it’s no 

surprise that they fit together so 

well: the worship of heaven that 

we find in the book of Revelation 

is always a response to seeing 

Jesus. It may be a response to who 

he is, to the great things he has 

done or to the amazing plan and 

purpose that he is working out to 

completion, or all of these! What 

a privilege to know that when we 

gather together we are part of the 

multitude in heaven who see him 

and worship.

32

See Him There
Dave Palmer
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