SAINT ELIZABETH SETON CHURCH
ORLAND HILLS, IL

Page Two

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 10, 2017

CORCORAN’S CORNER
Hurricane Harvey Appeal…
This week throughout the Archdiocese of Chicago,
we will take up a second collection to support the victims of Hurricane Harvey. The money will be channeled
through the Catholic Charities USA. Already Catholic
Charities and Catholic Relief Services are on the
ground helping victims, due to the support we already
have given them through annual appeals. The annual
appeals for Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Charities does so much good throughout the year.

Our 2017-18 Religious Education Program...
Our parish Religious Education Program resumes
this Monday Sept. 11, with sessions at both 4:30 and
7:00 PM. As of last Wednesday our count this year is at
249 students in grades One through Eight. I am sure
we will end up with more with the “last minute rush” by
the end of the week.
Looking Ahead…
 Our Men’s Club resume their meetings on Wednesday, Sept. 13, at 7:00 PM, in the Parish Life Center.
 Our Women’s Club resume their meetings on Tuesday, Sept. 19, at 7:00 PM, in the Parish Life Center.
The opening event “Fashion Show and Dinner” should
be a lot of fun. They have planned a great night out.
Our 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program…
The 2017-2018 R.C.I.A. Program will begin on this
Thursday, Sept. 14, at St. Stephen Parish, and will run
at that site for eight consecutive weeks. Beginning Nov.
9, St. Elizabeth Seton Parish will host the group for
eight weeks. The R.C.I.A. will make a final move to St.
George Parish on Jan. 18, 2018. Classes conclude
March 15. All sessions will run on Thursday night from
7:00-8:30 PM. Various sessions in the program focus
on the sacraments, morality, catechetical teachings of
our Church, etc. The sessions are taught by priests and
lay ministers of the three parishes.
Again, we encourage our parishioners to spread
the word about the program to friends, family members,
and neighbors. We ask that anyone interested in the
program, or anyone who may have questions about the
program, to please call and leave your name and
phone number at our parish office [708-403-0101] so
that we may speak with you.
Recently, a parishioner from St. Michael Church
contacted our parish to join our RCIA program. Even
though the person will receive the sacraments at St.
Michael, we have extended a warm welcome. On the
ground our seven parishes [St. Elizabeth Seton, St.
Francis of Assisi, Our Lady of the Woods, St. Michael,
St. Stephen, St. Julie, and St. George] in our Archdiocesan “Renew My Church” are working more closely
together.

Shhh, Don’t Tell Anyone…
Next Saturday, Sept.16, at 5:00 PM Mass, I have
invited former Pastor, Fr. Larry McBrady to join us
for Mass. At that time we will officially announce the
renaming of the Parish Life Center as the McBrady
Center.
Good Beginnings…
Our Blue Ribbon for Academic Excellence by the
U.S. Department of Education, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, is up and running smoothly. We
opened with 599 students in Preschool through Eighth
grades. This is down from 625, due to some smaller
Preschool grades. The school’s enrollment is very
healthy, and they are once again off to a great start.
The Seniors of Seton got off to a terrific start last
week. The first meeting always has a good attendance
after a two-month hiatus. They were expecting 150
people (tops), but ended up with over 170 attendees
due to an influx of guests from St. Julie, St. George,
and St. Stephen parishes. [Again our local seven parishes working together.] This senior group has a fantastic spirit, and engages in lively trips, and fun meetings.
If you have not attended, think about it next month.
They meet the first Tuesday of the month in the Parish
Life Center.
Teens and Young Adults…
Our joint Teen and Young Adult Program with St.
Stephen Parish is now getting off to a running start with
Teen Drop-Ins and Open Gyms, a Young Adult Scripture Study, and a Young Adult Basketball League.
Seminary Education Fund Appeal…
The weekend of September 23/24, we will have a
seminarian speaking at all Masses for the Annual Appeal for our Archdiocesan Seminary Education Fund.
Statement from Cardinal Cupich…
On the following page is a statement from
Cardinal Cupich regarding the rescinding of DACA.
Parish Trip…
Last Wednesday, I saw the parishioners who have
joined Fr. Bill Gubbins on a trip to Spain off and offered a prayer and a blessing to them before their
coach bus left our parking lot for the airport. They were
all like a bunch of children heading out on a school field
trip — without the teachers!
Keep Smiling!
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WELCOME
Manish Raheja
Kiran Baghi
Nand and Nani Baghi

Statement of Cardinal Cupich
on the Rescission of DACA
September 5, 2017
Today President Trump ended the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program and the dreams of
nearly a million young people covered by
the executive order and applying for
inclusion. In the past the president stated
that the Dreamer story “is about the heart,”
yet today’s decision is nothing short of
heartless. The Dreamers are now left in a
six month limbo, during which Congress is
supposed to pass comprehensive
immigration reform, a feat they have been
unable to achieve for a decade. In fact,
this inability to agree on a just immigration
system led President Obama to sign the
executive order protecting minor children
brought to this country by their parents.
As the considerations of the “heart”
seemed to be insufficient to keep protection
in place, Congress must now act decisively
and swiftly. An immediate first step is for
our leaders to pass legislation that will
protect those previously covered by the
DACA program, while they deal with the
long-overdue comprehensive reform of
our immigration system. They must be
guided by compassion and respect for
human dignity, and honestly consider
the substantial evidence that deporting
these young Americans would do great
economic harm to the states where they
reside. With the bishops in this country,
we remain committed to upholding the
dignity of all persons and the fundamental
right of all to live free from fear in the
nation founded on that promise.

STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTION FOR 9-4-17:
$22,939.94
KIDS COLLECTION:
$28.25
Thank you for your generosity.

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents of the baptism of their child on 9-3-17:
Gibson Nicholes, child of Rob and Caitlin Snodgrass
Parker Michael, child of Timothy and Amanda Keenan
Sadie Rae, child of Raymond and Kelly Wasilewski

WEDDINGS
Please pray for this couple preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony:
Amanda Grigsby and Gregory Allison; 9-15-17
Jenna Grzebielucha and David Bazarko; 9-22-17
Allison Kosinski and Tyler Magyar; 9-23-17
Sarah Goldrick and Nathaniel Vimarco; 10-6-17
Vinita Parikh and Paul Ackerman; 10-7-17
Jaclyn Borem and Dominic Mangerson; 10-7-17

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Kathy Chiarito
Paolo Valente
John Biegel
Helen Baron
Joanne Oriente
Larry Birmingham
Salvatore Roti
And for our deceased:
Joseph Nugent
Angelo Velcich
George Chapps
Kostancia Dudiene
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Sept. 9 (5pm) Ray O’Malley; Dorothy and Ray Baumann
Sun., Sept. 10 (7:15am) Gregory R. Soprych; Patricia Sheehan
(8:30am) John and Mary LaBanca; For All Parishioners
(10am) Angie Grochowski; Thomas Manning
(11:30am) Raymond Gurgone; The Purgatorial Society
Mon., Sept. 11 (9am) Carlos Garcia; Mary Ann Mirecki
Tues., Sept. 12 (9am) Scott McBride; Richard Allen
Wed., Sept. 13 (9am) Russel F. Taruer, Jr.; Bonnie Paylo
Thurs., Sept. 14 (9am) Ellen Connolly; Herb Adamson
Fri., Sept. 15 (9am) Donald and Dolores Ernst; Victor Anguiano
Sat., Sept. 16 (5pm) Michael Sullivan; Dan O’Sullivan
Sun., Sept. 17 (7:15am) Isabelle Pytko; Theresa Labus
(8:30am) Joan Sipowicz; Melvin Mozwecz
(10am) For All Parishioners; Mary Inendino
(11:30am) Claudia Kolb; Willard and Estelle Bush
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CARDINAL CUPICH ON HURRICANE HARVEY OUTREACH
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SECOND COLLECTION THIS SATURDAY, SEPT. 9 AND SUNDAY, SEPT. 10
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Faults of the Parent in the Children

A

By Reverend Ronald Rolheiser

God gave us as much as she could
couple of years ago, I
give without making us, ourselves,
was at the home of some
gods and goddesses (the one thing
friends for a dinner.
During the meal, their kids, all
God can’t do). God made us godly,
quite young, had been rather
almost divine, and that has
loud, cranky, self-absorbed, and
consequences.
unmannered, as is the way
sometimes with young children
od is infinite, the creator of
and with the ups and downs of
everything, self-sufficient
the dinner table. After the meal,
Being, and Being who, in a
when they’d left to play in an
manner of speaking, owns
adjoining room, the mother, tired
everything that is—all beauty, all
and frustrated from her battle of
love, all truth, all existence, and
“When two or three are gathered
wills with them, made this
even all pleasure. That’s a lot to
comment: “Sometimes when
carry without losing one’s balance.
together in my Name,
I look at my kids, I blush with a
God never loses her balance, but
there am I in the midst of them.”
kind of shame because I see
we, who have been given so much
myself in their faults!
divine dignity and energy, often do.
I know exactly from where
And that’s the problem: If we
they get all of that! It’s in their genes. I see my faults
sense within us a divine likeness, is it any wonder that
inside of them. The good thing is that, seeing this,
sometimes we inflate with grandiosity and strut with
triggers a real compassion in me. I want to hug them
pride; if we sense inside us infinite love, is it any
and apologize!”
wonder that we sometimes fill with lust and want to
There’s a wonderful theology in that observation.
make love to the whole world; if we sense within us
The way she felt, looking at her children and their
God’s holding all of being in existence, is it any wonder
faults, is, I suspect, the way God must feel as he looks
that we are often greedy and jealous, convinced like
at us, his kids, with our unmannered faults and our
the mythical gods of old that we have first rights to
self-absorption. God is like that mother. No doubt God
sleep with everyone and that the whole world is really
experiences the same frustration in his battle of wills
ours; if we sense within us the ecstasy of fulfillment
with us, but, no doubt too, God fills with compassion
that is inside of God, is it any wonder that we tend to
and understanding in the face of our faults, blushing
addictions and excess, that we would want to swallow
with a little shame for how he made us. Like that
all the food, drink, and pleasure in the world and do
mother, God sees exactly where all of this comes from
nothing other than drink in its enjoyment; and if we
and who and what is responsible for those congenital
sense that we are godly in nature, is it any wonder that
propensities.
we fill so easily with hatred and murderous rage when
Simply said, though a lot of nuance is immediately
we are slighted or ignored?
needed once it is said, so many of our faults stem from
We see this crystal-clear in some of its higher
the way God made us, namely, from the divine fire,
expressions; for example, in our experience of
divine appetites, divine energy, and godly grandiosity
creativity. Why do so many great artists have such
that God has put inside us. Our faults take their root
a temptation towards atheism or various forms of
there.
idolatry? It’s no great mystery. The greater the talent,
That can sound like blasphemy, but it’s quite the
the greater the work produced, the greater the artist,
opposite really. It’s not an attempt to blame God for
the more divine energy that seeps through, the
our faults, but rather an effort to explain, more deeply,
easier it is to mistake the image of God for its reality —
why we are as we are, why we have tendencies
which is always the definition of idolatry.
towards sinful and destructive things, why life is so
infinitely complex, and, most important of all, why God
he heart has its reasons. So too do pride,
was not a stingy, small-minded, small-hearted, petty,
idolatry, lust, greed, anger, and concupiscence.
defensive creator when she made us.
God built us in a rather unsafe way. To walk the
earth like gods and goddesses is, in fact, a dangerous
When God made us, she didn’t play it safe,
business. Fortunately God knew this before she made
making us small, stupid, mechanical,
us and, like an understanding mum who has mused
easy to control, low-risk projects.
on the origins of her children’s faults, still took that
God rolled the dice and risked
risk and now blushes just a little as she looks at us
and our foibles and faults.
the highest possible stakes, love and freedom.

G

T

September 10, 2017

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Page Seven

ANNOUNCING THE

St. Monica Ministry of Compassion to the Family
In a joint effort to advocate for the prevention
of Domestic Violence, Saint Elizabeth Seton and
Saint Stephen Deacon and Martyr Parishes have
formed a new ministry, St. Monica Ministry of
Compassion to the Family. Our role model
St. Monica is someone who understands
what it means to be a victim and is turned
Rite of Christian Initiation
to by many looking for support and
of Adults
encouragement. She is known to be a
“compassionate companion” for those
Who might be interested?
who suffer abuse of any kind; victims
Adults who are:
of abuse, those troubled with addictions,
 not yet baptized;
difficult marriages, verbal abuse, etc.
 baptized in another Christian denomination
or were baptized Catholic but have not yet
This new ministry is open to all who
received the sacraments of Eucharist and
have a calling to help prevent Domestic
Confirmation.
Violence through awareness and
For information call the office at 708-403-0101.
promotion of available services.
Anyone interested in volunteering in
any capacity of this new ministry is
encouraged to attend our upcoming event:
Domestic Violence Awareness and Training
See you Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017!
Saturday, Oct. 7, 9am-1pm
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish Life Center
9250 W. 167th St., Orland Hills.
Reservations are required as space is limited.
Please register by Tuesday, Oct. 3, by contacting
either St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 708-403-0101
or St. Stephen Church, 708-342-2400.

Cardinal Cupich Mass in Cathedral
to Focus on Domestic Violence
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich will celebrate a Mass to
End Domestic Violence on Saturday, Sept. 30, at
5:15pm, at Holy Name Cathedral, 730 N. Wabash,
Chicago. Everyone is invited. The Cardinal will preach
on our need to reach out to victims of domestic
violence and their children and work to build healthy
relationships in our families. A reception in the Holy
Name Cathedral Parish Hall will follow the Mass.
For more information please contact Jan Burdulis at
773-841-3956 or JMBurdulis@gmail.com.

NEAT REPEATS ACCEPTING DONATIONS
Neat Repeats Resale is accepting woman’s, men’s, and
children’s clothing, housewares, books and misc. items.
New and gently used items are always welcome during
business hours at either store:
Orland Park
9028 W. 159th St.
708-364-7605
Worth
7026 W. 111th St.
708-361-6860
All sales at Neat Repeats Resale benefit the clients
served by the Crisis Center for South Suburbia, a local
non-profit organization that provides emergency shelter
and other services for individuals and families victimized
by domestic violence. Volunteers are always needed.
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EVENING SCHOOL CUSTODIAN
POSITION AVAILABLE
Requirements: General cleaning (dusting, sweeping, mopping) of floors and cleaning washrooms.
Must be able to use basic tools (hammer, screwdriver, pliers) to handle light maintenance/repair
duties. Must be able to read and understand instructions… adaptability/flexibility to respond to
situations and problems as they arise is required.
Must take directives well. Pay is $12/hour. Maximum of 25 hours/week. Schedule is 5:30pm10:30pm. Please email resume to ryanowsky@steseton.com for consideration.

September 10, 2017

ST. BERNARD CLASS OF 1957
Looking for classmates from St. Bernard School, 65th
and Steward, Chicago who would have attended St.
Bernard School and graduated in 1957. Contact
Jacky (Harasek) Magafas at 708-612-3243 or
jacky_magafas@msn.com. Reunion being planned.

ACADEMY OF OUR LADY REUNION
Academy of Our Lady/Longwood High School graduates of years ending in 2 and 7 will receive a special
salute at the AOL Alumnae Association All-School
Reunion 2017 from 5:30-10:30 pm, Saturday, Oct. 14,
at the Hilton Oak Lawn Hotel, 94th and Cicero Ave.,
Oak Lawn. Hors d’oeuvres will be served from 6-8 pm
(cash bar). Tickets are $55 ($60 after Oct. 10). A visit
to the former campus is planned. For information, call
773-445-2300, or visit www.AOLAlumnae.com.

September 10, 2017
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Seeking Singers/Handbell Ringers
for Southwest Symphony Concert
St. George Parish in Tinley Park will be hosting the Southwest Symphony Orchestra Christmas Concert on Dec. 3,
2017 at 4pm. Singers (children, teen and adult) and
Handbell Ringers are very welcome to join in performance.
Music highlights will be for the children: "Do You Hear
What I Hear?"; for teens and adults: "A Musicological
Journey Through the Twelve Days of Christmas"; and Bell
Choir, "Fum Fum Fum". The Hallelujah Chorus will be
sung by all. Practice CDs with all music available.
Rehearsals begin in September. Contact Robert Mockus
at 773-600-9165 or rmockus@stgeorge60477.org.

Position Opening
Director of Liturgical Music
St. Bernard Parish (Joliet Diocese), 13030 W. 143rd St.,
Homer Glen, is seeking a part-time Director of Liturgical
Music to foster full, conscious, and active participation
through music primarily during the four weekend liturgies
by selecting appropriate music; recruiting and rehearsing
cantors, choir and instrumentation; providing keyboard
accompaniment for all weekend liturgies and special
liturgies, as well as cantoring, when needed; and other
related activities as requested by the pastor. Leading
music at funerals/weddings are additional responsibilities.
St. Bernard’s worship space is a large multi-purpose
space with flexible seating-in-the-round and fixtures
arranged in antiphonal style. Send resumes to: Rev.
Joseph McCormick, OSA at the rectory office center,
14135 Parker Rd., Homer Glen, IL, 60491-9692, or to
jmccosa@gmail.com.

Wednesday, September 13
7:00 pm
Gubbins Center
You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the
second Wednesday of each month in the Gubbins
Center located on the corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave.
Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357.

Chicago’s 17th Annual Diversity
Employment Day Career Fair
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017
The Career Fair will be held at the Embassy Suites
Downtown Magnificent Mile, 511 N. Columbus Dr.,
Chicago from 11am–3pm. Over 20+ Chicago’s major
employers will be present including: JPMorgan Chase
and Co., Crawford Broadcasting, MB Financial Bank,
Fresenius Kabi, CBS Radio, Chicago Transit Authority,
Village of Arlington Heights, Rauland, Devry Education
Group, Newsweb Radio Company, RCN, Food 4 Less,
CSL Behring, WGN Continental Broadcasting, Cook
County Hospital, BMO Harris Bank, Federal Mogul,
Devry University, Microtrain Technologies, Old Second
National Bank and MANY more with hundreds of jobs
and career positions from entry to professional level, will
be hiring.
Admission for candidates is FREE and OPEN to the
PUBLIC! Bring plenty of resumes and business attire is
required. You can find information on social media and
would love for you to connect with us…
Facebook:
City Career Fair:
https://www.facebook.com/CityCareerFair/
Twitter:
City Career Fair:
https://twitter.com/citycareerfair
LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/neal-morrison-5327664/
Instagram:
@CityCareerFair
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Mother McAuley High School Open House
3737 W. 99th St., Chicago
Sunday, Sept. 24, from 11am-1pm
Presentations at 11:15 am, 11:45 am and 12:15 pm.
Come see all that Mother McAuley has to offer! Go on a
personal tour of our school, see our classrooms and
meet our students.

Urgent Need for Home Delivered Meals
You can change a life. PLOWS Council on Aging, a nonprofit senior agency, has an immediate need for
dependable volunteers to deliver meals to homebound
senior citizens. This valuable service can mean the
difference between our elderly neighbors being able to
remain in their homes and being placed in a nursing
home. Older people who are unable to shop or prepare
meals for themselves rely on the nutritious hot meals
PLOWS provides. Routes available in Orland Park,
Orland Hills, Tinley Park, Palos Park, Palos Heights,
Hickory Hills, and Bridgeview. Retired men and women,
young people alike find this to be an exceptionally
rewarding experience. Deliveries are Monday through
Friday in the morning. Drive commitment is only one
morning per week for 2-2½ hours, no nights, no
weekends. Drivers must have their own car and be
insured. A stipend is provided to defray gas costs.
Pre-packed meals are distributed from the PLOWS
Office, 7808 College Drive, 5th floor, Palos Heights.
Call 708-361-0219.

5K Run/Walk To Help Those In Need
Saturday, Sept. 16 beginning at 9am
St. Stephen Church, 17500 W. 84th Ave., Tinley Park
St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Church will host their
17th Annual 5K Run Walk To Help Those In Need on
Saturday, Sept. 16, 2017. The event will step off from
St. Stephen Church at 9 AM. This family-friendly race
is perfect for both the serious runner as well as those
who simply want to enjoy a fun event. Our course is
USATF-Certified and timing will be provided by Race
Time Inc, a professional timing company. Awards
will be provided to top male and female finishers.
Awards also provided to the top three male and
female finishers in each of the following age categories:
Age 9 & under; 10-14; 15-19; 20-24; 25-29; 30-34;
35-39; 40-44; 45-49; 50-54; 55-59; 60-64; 65-69;
70-74; 75-79; 80 and above. A Certificate of Completion
will be provided to all event finishers. To register
online, please visit the St. Stephen Parish website at:
www.ststephentinley.com (click on the Support tab at
the top of the page and an online registration link will
appear under the subsection Fundraising). Registration
cost $25/person before Sept. 14; $35/person after
Sept. 14. Day-of-event registration and packet pick up
is available from 7 to 8:30 AM. Proceeds to benefit our
ministries to those in need including from Catholic
Charities Meals Program, PADS Ministry To The
Homeless, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Teen Group
Mission Trip and Tinley Park Food Pantry.
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The St. Elizabeth Seton Social Action Ministry
will have its first meeting of the 2017-2018 year
on Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 10am in the
Fr. Bill Gubbins Center for Faith Formation.
All are welcome to join us!
ST. ELIZABETH SETON
SOCIAL ACTION MINISTRY
SOUP KITCHEN UPDATE
At our August Soup Kitchen in Joliet, many Seton
volunteers offered to take turkeys to their homes and
return them cooked for our monthly service at Daybreak
Shelter in Joliet. We experienced a record crowd
attending with SRO (standing room only). Each guest
savored every delicious bite of turkey, dressing, mashed
potatoes, gravy buttered vegetables, hot bread, salad,
and ice cream. . Being served restaurant-style brings all
attending great joy. A frail homeless woman was given
some fresh clothing and her eyes filled with tears and
kept thanking us for our kindness. We felt quite blessed
to be able to help many with our bingo prizes, clothes.
diapers and shoes. We all felt the presence of Our Lord.

The next soup kitchen is Sunday, Sept 17, 2017.
If you are volunteering and need a ride to and from
Daybreak Shelter, please call Bernadette Kemp, at 708532-5635, to reserve a ride. Space is limited. Thank you
for your generosity in helping us on these Sundays.

Please call to volunteer and join us in cooking
and serving our brothers and sisters to Liz at
708-614-6475 or Nancy at 708-873-1957.

Sr. Nancy
Kennelly’s
Order

September 24, 2017

Gaelic Park, Oak Forest
Emerald Room
Dinner, Live Auction,
Silent Auction and Raffles
Tickets: $80 each

https://support.ibvm.us/gala
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Our first meeting of the 2017-18 year!

TUESDAY, SEPT. 19
PARISH LIFE CENTER
Doors open at 6:30 pm
Meeting begins at 7:00pm

ST. ELIZABETH SETON WOMEN’S CLUB PRESENTS

Light
Dinner
Desserts
Wine or
Soft Drinks
Raffle Prizes
Split-the-Pot
And much
more...

Our Women’s Club members will model the latest Fall Fashions from Dressbarn.

We love new members!
Please bring a friend and come for FREE this month.

Our club meets on the third Tuesday of each month from September to May.
Membership dues are only $25, which includes a light meal and refreshments.

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s Club
Membership Form 2017-2018
We meet on the third Tuesday of each month from September
to May at 7:00 pm in the Parish Life Center. Please return this
Membership Form along with your $25 dues at the first
meeting or to the parish office [Attn: Women’s Club].
Questions?
Call Laurie at 708-308-4989 or Joanne Holmquist at 708-732-8160.
Name ___________________________ Phone______________________
Address _________________________ City ___________ Zip __________
Email ________________________
Renewal ____ New Member _____
Would you like to get the Women’s Club Newsletter by email? Yes__ No__
Paid ________ Date ______________ Check #_______ or Cash $________
Day Trip to Marytown

St. Stephen Church, 17500 S. 84th Ave., Tinley Park, is
sponsoring a pilgrimage to Marytown (St. Maximillian
Kolbe National Shrine) on Friday, Sept. 29. Cost l be
$50/person and is all-inclusive. Bus to leave the St.
Stephen lot at 8:00 AM and travel to Libertyville. The day
begins with a brief history of Marytown while coffee and
sweet rolls are served; view a chapel video, tour the
Kolbe Holocaust exhibit, prayer, Mass, group rosary,
final blessing. There will be time to walk the grounds,
tour the outdoor shrines and rosary gardens or visit the
gift shop. The price includes a hot luncheon served in
their cafeteria. The bus will return to Tinley Park by
5pm. For questions or to register please contact
Barbara Black at barbara@ststephentinley.com or
call 708-466-9962 on/before Friday, Sept. 15.

St. George Bereavement Ministry
St. George Bereavement Ministry will begin Group
Support Sessions on Monday, Sept. 25, for anyone
who has lost a loved one. The sessions will be held
each Monday evening for six weeks from 7-8:30pm on
the first floor of the Cahill Parish Life Center, 6707 W.
175th St., Tinley Park. If you or someone you know
feels that the peer support from this program would
be a benefit after the loss of a loved one, you are
invited to join them. If you wish to attend or if you
require additional information, please contact Mary
Hagan at 708-429-6043 or email:
mhagan@stegeorge60477.org.

For Widowed Men and Women
Being widowed is a special loss, and this program is designed especially to help the widowed find hope and joy
again. There are two upcoming Joyful Again Retreat/
Workshops to be held on Oct. 28/29, 2017, in Batavia or
Nov. 11/12, 2017, in Lemont. Includes overnight and
meals. Space limited – register early. Call 708-354-7211.

Suffering from the Loss of a Loved One?
Little Company of Mary Hospital, 2800 W. 95th St., Evergreen Park, offers two support programs for those grieving the loss of a loved through death:

For Adults:
Living When A Loved One Has Died
Six consecutive Wednesdays, beginning Oct. 4,
2017, from 6-8:30pm. Support groups formed specific to loss. Registration is required. A seventh gathering called Coping for the Holidays will be held on
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017, with guest presenter,
Fr. Jim Heneghan.

For Children:
The Heart Connection
Eight consecutive Mondays, beginning Sept. 25,
2017 from 6-7:30pm. The program is for children
ages
3-21 years of age who have lost a loved one. Program includes dinner (free). Early registration required.
For information or registration, please call the 708-2294299, Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm.
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FLU SHOT
CLINIC
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Have you considered exploring the Catholic Faith?
Know someone who might be interested?

Sunday, Oct. 1
8:30am-1pm
Seton Parish Life Center
For your convenience, Walgreens will be
providing flu shots at our parish on Sunday,
Oct. 1, from 8:30am-1pm in our Parish Life
Center. Flu shots are covered on most
insurance including Medicare or $20
without insurance. Please bring your
insurance card. Anyone age 14 and older
can receive the influenza (flu) shot.
Registration forms are available on the
counter in the Narthex. Please fill out
and bring the day of clinic. Questions?
Call 708-212-1812 (leave a message).

Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults — LAST CALL!
Classes begin this Thursday, Sept. 14
Who might be interested?
Adults who are:
 not yet baptized;
 baptized in another Christian denomination
or were baptized Catholic but have not yet
received the sacraments of Eucharist and
Confirmation.
For information call the office at 708-403-0101.

Orland Hurricane Relief Effort

Portiuncula Center for Prayer

The Village of Orland Park is collecting to help those affected by the recent hurricane devastation. Three village
facilities will accept donations:
Frederick T. Owens Village Hall
14700 S. Ravinia Ave., Orland Park
Sportsplex
11351 W. 159th St., Orland Park
Orland Park Health and Fitness Center
15430 West Ave.
Items requested: (NO CLOTHING PLEASE)
new baby items, unopened baby food, toiletries, wipes,
new blankets, diapers, formula, batteries, battery operated
lights, bottled water, first aid supplies, flashlights, nonperishable/non-expired food, ready-to-eat items
(applesauce, fruit cups, fruit snacks, granola bars, etc.),
Sports drinks, paper products, personal hygiene products
pet supplies (bowls, pet food, leashes). For day/times for
donation drop off please visit www.orlandpark.org.

9263 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort, IL

Is Your Child In The Right Car Seat?
Tinley Park Police Dept. is participating in National Seat
Check Saturday on Sept. 16, from 10am-2pm, at the
Texas Roadhouse lot, 18345 S. LaGrange Rd., Tinley
Park. Technicians will verify that your child safety seat is
properly installed. Please clean any clutter from your
vehicle so that technicians can view your child safety
seat and check its installation.

Introduction to Mindful Meditation
Monday, Sept. 25, 9am-12 Noon Fee: $25
Learn the “how to” of mindful meditation from proper
breathing to comfortable positions. Improve your productivity and creativity. Learn to de-stress in the comfort of
your own chair in as little as ten minutes. Experience the
benefit physically, emotionally, and psychologically.
Facilitator: Peggy Caldwell, RN.

Emerging Issues in Spiritual Direction
Tuesday, Sept. 26, 11am-2pm
You are invited to join with other Spiritual Directors and
Chaplains to discuss “Emerging Issues in Spiritual Direction.” This is a free inaugural event and is hosted by Mary
Ruth Broz RSM, Norma Janssen OSF, Michael Jennings
PhD, Janice Keenan OSF, and The Portiuncula Center for
Prayer. The day will include facilitated discussions and
sharing. Lunch will be provided. Take advantage of this
opportunity to meet with colleagues, relax, share stories,
and identify areas of interest for future events. Certificates
of Attendance can be provided.

To register:
Call 815-464-3880 or info@portforprayer.org
or visit www.portforprayer.org
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2017-2018 Teen Choir Sign-Up

Fourth Grade to High School Seniors
College-aged commuter students
are also welcome!

“All God’s
Children have a
place in the Choir!
All God’s Children have a place in the choir!
Some sing low, some sing higher.”
REHEARSALS WILL BEGIN SOON!
If you are interested in joining the Teen Choir, please fill out this sheet and return it to the parish
office. Rehearsals will start on Monday, September 18, from 6-7pm, in the Church Music Room.
Please provide your parent’s e-mail address below and the rehearsal schedule will be e-mailed.
Questions? Please email Mrs. McKeague at lm@steseton.com.

Name ___________________________________
Age/Grade ________________________________
Street ___________________________________
City/Zip _________________________________
Phone Number ______________________________
Parent’s E-mail:____________________________
Parent Signature ____________________________
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Do you have a high school student needing
to complete Sacrament of Confirmation...
High School Confirmation Program
St. Stephen Deacon and Martyr Parish, 17500 S. 84th
Ave., Tinley Park, will begin a High School Confirmation
Program on Wednesday, Sept. 27, at 4:15pm for teens
in high school. The program will meet weekly until the
Sacrament is conferred upon the teens on March 10,
2018, by Bishop Kane. Topics that will be covered will
help teens relate to being a Catholic in our modern
society. Students will discuss elements of the Catholic
faith and the significance of moral, theological, and
scriptural issues that are a part of every committed and
confirmed Catholic’s life. There are three Sacraments
in which people become full members of the Catholic
Church — Baptism, Holy Communion and Confirmation.
Confirmation is an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our
hearts and completes the good work that was begun
in Baptism and that is continually strengthened in
receiving the Eucharist. Students are required to do
service projects, attend a retreat in preparation for the
Sacrament and each student will research and prepare
a report on the saint name chosen for his/her confirmation
name. Registration form at www.ststephentinley.com
under the Education tab, where the form can be printed
and returned to the Religious Education office.
Questions? Contact Barbara Black at
barbara@ststephentinley.com.

OPEN GYM
DROP-IN
Every Thursday, 7-8pm,
starting in September
for 6th grade and up.
CHURCH BASKETBALL
LEAGUE
starts in September
for all High School Students

18-39 YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
Culver, IN
September 16, 17, 18
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP
Wednesdays at 7:00pm
First date is September 27:
Please RSVP
YOUNG ADULT ADORATION
St. Michael’s Parish
Thursday, September 21, 7:00pm
To be added to the email list, ask
questions, comments, or rude remarks,
please contact Kyle Groves at
kgroves@steseton.com or
call 708-403-0101, x105
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Prizes! Raffle! Fun!

Trivia

$10
person

Saturday, October 14
6:30 p.m.
Start
forming
your team
now!

B.Y.O.B. (Bring Your Favorite Beverages, wine, beer or ?).
Bring your own appetizer or desserts.
PIZZA WILL BE SOLD BY THE SLICE OR
PRE-ORDER A PIZZA FOR YOUR OWN TEAM/TABLE.

Coffee provided. Trivia tickets and pizza order forms will
will be available in the parish office beginning Sept.
Doors to Parish Life Center open at 6pm. Fun starts at 6:30pm!
Individuals or teams of 8 or 10 are welcome!
Participants must be high-school age-older.
Questions? Call Claudia Nolan at 708-403-0101.
Trivia Event Rules:
1. You must be high school age or older to participate.
2. The Trivia Competition has 100 possible points.
3. Eight rounds consisting of “Groups of Questions” with
10 questions in each group.
4. A Flash Round with 10 questions.
5. A Lightening Round with 10 questions.
6. Select a captain for your team. (Team Captain turns in answer
sheet to the judge assigned to your team.
7. A “Mulligan” (free space) can be purchased for each round.
A “Mulligan” is $5. Only one “Mulligan” allowed per round.
8. After the 6th round you can purchase a “Mulligan” for $6,
7th round for $7, and so on.
9. A question will be read twice and projected on a screen.
10. Correct spelling on the answer sheets is not required, however,
answers must be legible and the judges must be able to easily
recognize your answers.
11. Immediately turn in your answer sheets before the next round
begins to the judge assigned to your team. If your team’s answer
sheet is not submitted within the allotted time, the team will receive

Ticket
sales to
begin next
weekend.

no score for that round. After all answer sheets are scored, the
answers will be read before continuing on to the next round.
12. The use of cell phones, laptops, PDA’s or other media device is
prohibited. Please do not leave cell phones on your table. Please
leave the room if you must use your phone. You may not return to
the Parish Life Center until the current round is complete.
13. Judges will post team scores for all to see at the end of each
round excluding the Lightening and Flash Rounds. The judge’s
committee has the final say on any disputed answers.
14. Team totals will be posted and/or announced throughout the
event.
15. 50/50 raffle tickets will be sold until Round 10 and you can
purchase as many or as few as you want. The drawing will be at
the end of the night.
16. Keep your team discussions to a low roar unless you want the
neighboring team to eavesdrop.
17. In case of a tie, a question will be drawn at random and a
question asked to the teams. The team(s) that answer(s) correctly
will win or multiple teams will answer another question; as in single
elimination.

September 10, 2017

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Seniors of Seton

Missed the first meeting
held on Sept.5th?
DON’T WORRY!
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SAINT OF THE WEEK

New members can join at any one of
the monthly meetings or in the parish
office .Cost is $15 per member.

UPCOMING EVENTS
NEXT MEETING IS OCT. 3
Doors to the Parish Life Center open
after the 9 am Mass and not before
9:30 am. There is time to visit, enjoy
coffee, juice and Dunkin” Donut holes
before the 10am meeting. Split-thePot raffle tickets also be available for
purchase before meeting starts.
TICKETS FOR THE NOVEMBER 7TH CATERED LUNCHEON
by Jack and Pat’s are on sale for $8.

UPCOMING TRIPS…
Trip questions or reservations, please
contact Anna Talley at 708-532-6731.
REMINDER: DOOR COUNTY TRIP—SEPT 12-15
Bus departs PROMPTLY at 9:30am from
the west lot of St. Elizabeth Seton Church.
OCT 18—WEDNESDAY***
Festival of Friendship Bus Tour with lunch included to
Misericordia Home. Cost will be $50 per person.
NOV 6—MONDAY***
Festival of Friendship Bus Tour to Starved Rock Lodge
for “A NIGHTCLUB AFTERNOON.” Cost $72 per person.
Special February SURPRISE EVENT!
***More info to come on these outings.
Flyers available at monthly meetings and in the parish
office. RESERVATIONS being taken for Oct/Nov trips.
Just a Reminder:
Bring your date book AND your checkbook to the meetings. You don’t want to miss out on the wonderful trips
and activities that have been planned for the new year!

The New 2018 Golden
Opportunities Books
ARE HERE!
Still only $20!

Golden Opportunities allows
you to save thousands of
dollars at a variety of your
favorite LOCAL merchants
that include: dining
pleasures, casual dining,
entertainment, sports,
retail, and more!

Available in the
parish office!

MOST HOLY NAME OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
This feast on September 12 is a counterpart to the Feast of
the Holy Name of Jesus; both have the possibility of uniting
people easily divided on other matters. Mary encourages us
to cooperate with Jesus in building a peace based on justice.
THIS FEAST IS A COUNTERPART TO THE FEAST OF
THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS; BOTH HAVE THE POSSIBILITY
OF UNITING PEOPLE EASILY DIVIDED ON OTHER
MATTERS.
The feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary began in
Spain in 1513 and in 1671 was extended to all of Spain
and the Kingdom of Naples. In 1683, John Sobieski,
king of Poland, brought an army to the outskirts of
Vienna to stop the advance of Muslim armies loyal
to Mohammed IV of Constantinople. After Sobieski
entrusted himself to the Blessed Virgin Mary, he and
his soldiers thoroughly defeated the Muslims. Pope
Innocent XI extended this feast to the entire Church.
COMMENT
Mary always points us to God, reminding us of God’s
infinite goodness. She helps us to open our hearts to
God’s ways, wherever those may lead us. Honored
under the title “Queen of Peace,” Mary encourages us
to cooperate with Jesus in building a peace based on
justice, a peace that respects the fundamental human
rights of all peoples.

Page Twenty

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

September 10, 2017

NEXT WEEK: SELF GIFT
We think of extending forgiveness as an act of giving a gift to another person.
But we also receive a gift when we forgive others.
FIRST READING
Remember the commandments and hate not your neighbor (Sirach 27:30—28:9).
This reading speaks of how wrath and anger
are not the ways of God. If one refuses to forgive, then one cannot expect to be forgiven. If
one does not show mercy, then mercy will not
be shown to that person. How can you forgive
another who has done something terrible?
The most important thing is to remember that
what the person has done is a symptom of the
person’s brokenness. That person is hurting,

Reflections for
TWENTY
FOURTH
SUNDAY
IN
ORDINARY
TIME
Sept. 17, 2017

and the hateful things that he or she has done
are only signs of that difficulty. One does not
bring that person to healing by adding more
hate to the situation. One can only heal that
person through love and forgiveness. This
does not mean that one should be oblivious to
what the person is doing or to the person’s
problem. It simply means that we must hate
the sin but love the sinner.

SECOND READING
Whether we live, or whether we die, we do so for the Lord (Romans 14:7-9).
This reading teaches the profound truth that
we are not our own. God created us out of
love, and called us into his love. We are not
complete if we try to live in a totally autonomous manner. We are only complete in the

Lord. Thus, our question must be how we
can live each day as a response to God’s call.
Even death, a passing from this world to the
next, must be viewed as a response to God’s
call.

GOSPEL
Forgive one another from your heart (Matthew 18:21-35).

Readings for the Week
September 11-16:
Mon.:
Tues.:
Wed.:
Thurs.:
Fri.:
Sat.

Loving God,
Your kindness and
mercy are often
beyond belief.
Help me to remember
them in ways that
lead me to treat
others the way you
treat me, so that
your forgiving touch
might bring healing
to me, and through
me, to others.
Amen.

Col 1:24—-2:3; Lk 6:6-11
Col 2:6-15; Lk 6:12-19
Col 3:1-11; Lk 6:20-26
Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Jn 19:25-27
1 Tm 1:15-17; Lk 6:43-49

The lesson from this parable on forgiveness is
obvious as Jesus tells us there is no limit to
the times that we must forgive those who
have sinned against us. When our heavenly
Father forgives us our sins, we should be willing to forgive others. The forgiveness of our
own sins is the foundation of our ability to
show others compassion and mercy (for it has
already been shown to us). We realize that we
have received a gift we do not deserve, and
therefore we should be generous with others
as well (even if they do not deserve it).

REFLECTION
It takes more energy to hold on to hurt than it does to try and be free of it. Try this. Make as a
tight of a fist as you can. Feel how much energy that takes, and if your nails need trimming,
how they cut into your palms. Now open your hands. Energy is released and you make room
for new possibilities. Hugging wrath and anger, holding hurt and pain are like holding our fists
tight. They take a lot of energy and often only hurt us. Releasing these feelings can open us to
experience the forgiveness and peace that God has already offered us and opens the door to
future reconciliation, if that becomes possible. Holding on to anger dissipates any forgiveness
given to us, as it did for the forgiven servant who refused to forgive the servant who owed a
lesser debt. The first servant’s refusal to forgive was viewed by his peers as a great injustice
and so he lost everything, including respectability. That servant lived only for himself. Our
call is to live for the Lord by loving one another as God loves and forgives us, not seven or
seventy-seven times, but infinitely. The way we do or do not forgive is the measure for how
we experience God’s presence in our lives. Vengeance can seem sweet at the time, but it only
opens the door to the Lord’s vengeance, as Sirach notes. Not because God is vengeful, but
because our hands are so full they cannot receive the kindness of our merciful God. Open
your hands and your heart. Receive the mercy of God and do unto others as God does to us.
Forgive.
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Help Support Our 2018 Parish Mission
CHRISTMAS CARD/NOTE CARD FUNDRAISER
Speaking of Lent in the Summer and in the
midst of the Liturgical Season of Ordinary Time,
may seem strange but we have exciting news.
We not only are planning for this Mission but
we are also fundraising with quality “Greeting
Cards” depicting two beautiful sacred liturgical
furnishings of St. Elizabeth Seton Church.

BOXED CHRISTMAS CARDS
WITH OUR VERY OWN
SCULPTED FIGURINES FROM
OUR CHRISTMAS CRECHE

$15.00 each
(10 CARDS PER BOX)
ABOUT OUR PLANNED MISSION SPEAKER

We will welcome an extraordinary gifted Lenten
Mission Speaker, Arthur (Art) Zannoni. Being Italian,
Art has a way of telling a story and engaging his
audience. He is an award winning free-lance writer,
scripture scholar, teacher, theologian, workshop
leader and consultant in the areas of biblical studies
and Christian–Jewish relations. Art is married and
has two adult married children and an 18 yr.-old son
and 5 grandchildren. He and his wife Kathy and
their youngest son live in the twin cities and they
are members of St. Cecilia Parish in St. Paul.

May the Peace and Joy of Christ
be with you this Christmas
and throughout the New Year
Card
inscribed with
a beautiful
Christmas
message

Limited quantities
for purchase.

BOXED NOTE CARDS
WITH OUR VERY OWN
BAPTISMAL FONT
AT OUR EASTER SEASON
Inside of
note card is
blank to include
your personal
message

$10.00 each
(10 CARDS PER BOX)

Christmas and Note Cards are available to view/purchase in the parish office.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet;
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental
Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of
the Mary, following the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the O’Mara Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job
seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday
of each month in O’Mara Hall at 7pm. Our meetings consist
of networking, resume review, guest speakers and open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs O’Mara Hall on
Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a fellowship of men and
women who share their experience, strength, and hope with
each other so that they may solve their common problem
and help others to recover. The only requirement is a sincere
desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hospital, 123rd
and 80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm.
1). Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance from
SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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A FINAL THOUGHT FOR YOUR WEEK

Healing the Community

“It

By Nate Arends, Celebration Publications

J

takes one to
esus knows we need
know one.” So
each other. He knows
goes the old
those who attempt the
saying. Many times in life, it’s
journey on their own would be
true. The kind of person we
lost — even with a compass
know best is typically the kind
and a map. Paul tells the
of person who we are
Romans in today’s reading that
ourselves. A young girl can’t
whatever other commandment
identify with her parents
there may be is summed in this
because, well, she’s never
saying: “Love your neighbor as
been a parent. A teacher may
yourself.” Even though they
not be able to identify with a
never met, Paul and Jesus
construction worker because
were on exactly the same page.
that teacher has never worked
As a Christian, there just isn’t
in construction.
much difference between me
This is true in almost every
and my sisters and brothers.
area of life. For someone
What we do to others, we do to
who’s never experienced
ourselves and vice versa.
poverty, truly empathizing with
Jesus knows we need to heal
the poor is extremely difficult to
do. Or, for someone who’s
and restore relationships to
always had access to food and
be a loving community.
drink, knowing what it’s like to
Lord, we hear your voice of correction,
experience hunger is, likewise,
People in the Western
do not let our hearts be hardened.
very difficult. We could go on
world might have a hard time
with examples, but the point
Overcome our stubbornness,
with that approach. We like
remains the same: Those we
to keep things private. In the
cure our blindness,
truly know best are those who
case of wrongdoing, that may
soften our prejudice,
have walked a similar path as
mean sweeping the issue
we have.
under the rug. So, we’re
so that together we may sing
There is one thing, though,
challenged when Jesus steps
your praises and experience the joy
that we all know and
in and says, “Not so fast folks.
experience. We’ve all been
of your shepherding hand. Amen
You’ve got some cleanup to
there before, and in many
do.” Our gut instinct is to
cases, in similar kinds of ways.
pretend that Jesus isn’t talking
That thing is sin. We’ve tasted it today and yesterday.
to us. He must mean someone else or some other
And, we’ll probably taste it tomorrow.
group of people. But, what if we genuinely took the last
words of this Gospel to heart, and let them frame our
today’s Gospel reading, it’s easy —
whole way of thinking about the matter. “For where two
perhaps tempting — to hear Jesus telling us
or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the
to be sin-finders: Call out the one who sins
midst of them.”
against you. If they don’t listen, then go and get one or
Do you think, with that phrase, that Jesus is
two more to help you call the sinner out so they will get
interested in punishing us wrongdoers? No way.
the picture. And, if that doesn’t work, bring the whole
What he’s interested in is restoration, in bringing us
village in. If that still doesn’t do the trick, be gone with
to a place of spiritual health. So, for those who are
them. Sounds pretty harsh, doesn’t it? If we’re an
inclined to say nothing to a wayward sister or brother,
habitual sin-finder, maybe it even sounds enjoyable!
and for those who are inclined to say everything, just
In any case, we should pause before jumping to the
remember: We are a part of them, too.
“Jesus is being harsh” conclusion.

In

For those of us who know sin’s impact
(hint: that’s all of us), this passage today
has a lot of healing power.

If we took Jesus’ words seriously, maybe
we would see the beauty in that.
More importantly, maybe we would
taste the medicine of healing restoration.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
S. Labus
M. Pahl
K. Pahl
G. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Briette
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
S. Giovanazzi
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
G. Bauman
W. Bric
J. Grant
J. Keller
D. Keller
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

E. Esparza
E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas/ L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters
A. Waters
J. Waters

LECTORS

M. Taska
M. Ward

D. Houha

C. Bannon
D. Roti

L. Junkans
S. Roethle

M. O’Sullivan
C. Steckhan

ALTAR
SERVERS

L. Reiter
M. Reiter
T. Quinlan

A. Scumaci
C. Zufan
J. Zufan

M. Rihani
A. Rihani
G. Misiunas

C. Buck
I. Floress
D. Rediger

A. Durkin
A. Scumaci
C. Durkin

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

AJ Kunde
D. Pott
F. Ward
C. Hamilton
C. Lundgren
T. Lundgren
T. Hanlon
M. Gabrione
J. Murphy
K. Gagliardi
A. Sharp
B. Hansen

F. Mankowski
P. Rodgers
M. O’Connor
L. Avila
S. Avila
D. Flynn
D. Nykiel
A. Bramasco

L. Kocsis
L. Kocsis
J. Scellato
F. Scellato
E. Pawlak
K. Oliver
P. Bergamini
S. Leone
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