


Advent Music Gala… 
      This Sunday, Dec. 4, at 3:00 PM, in the church we 
have our annual “Christmas Treat”: the Advent Music 
Gala performed by our wonderful parish choirs. Each 
year this music-filled afternoon helps all of us to 
appreciate the wonder of the season of Advent, and 
assists us in getting into the mood for Christmas. The 
concert is free, though a free-will offering is requested.  
 
St. Procopius Invitation... 
     Our sharing parish, St. Procopius has invited our 
parishioners to join them in celebrating the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, next Saturday, Dec. 10, at  
5:00 PM, at Providence of God Church in Pilsen. In 
July, St. Procopius and Providence of God Parishes 
began to work more closely together, so the celebration 
this year will be at the Providence of God Church site. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the counter in the Narthex 
if you are interested in taking the bus to the Mass. In 
past years, this has been a wonderful celebration. 
Please join us. 
 
Celebrating Bambinelli Sunday… 
     Next Sunday, Dec. 11, on the Third Sunday of 
Advent, we will celebrate Bambinelli Sunday, the Italian 
custom of blessing the baby Jesus figurine from family 
nativity sets. We invite all parishioners to bring your 
Christ-child figure from your nativity set to be blessed 
at any of the Masses that weekend. This custom joins 
your family nativity set to the crèche scene in our 
church. Also, after Sunday morning Masses, two 
special events are happening in the downstairs Church 
Hall: our Men’s Club welcomes Santa Claus who stops 
by for a visit at their Annual Donuts with Santa; and a 
Living Nativity and Respond Now Christmas Toy Drive 
with a live animal petting zoo. Come down for donuts, 
coffee, hot chocolate and especially… donuts! 
 
Advent Reconciliation Service...  
     Next Sunday, Dec. 11, we will celebrate our parish 
Advent Reconciliation Service, at 7:00 PM, in the 
church. There will be six priests present to hear 
confessions. The service should conclude by 8:00- 
8:30 PM. 
 
Simbang Gabi… 
     Two weeks from now, on Sunday, Dec. 18, we will 
celebrate a special Simbang Gabi Mass, at 7:00 PM, in 
the church. Simbang Gabi is the Filipino tradition of a 
novena of Masses [held on nine consecutive days] 
leading up to the Feast of Christmas. There will be a 
feast of Filipino delicacies and refreshments following 
the Mass in the Parish Life Center. All are welcome to 
attend. 

The Consistory in Rome… 
     I was very fortunate to attend the Consistory 
(College of Cardinals) in Rome where Pope Francis 
elevated our Archbishop Cupich to the College of 
Cardinals. I had the “luck of the Irish “ while in Rome! 
First of all the weather was wonderful, many days in 
the high 60’s. Of course many people dress for the 
calendar, and not for the weather. In 2011, when 
Ireland skipped their summer, I was wearing a sweater, 
fall jacket and cap, while Irish men in the streets were 
wearing shorts and “T” shirts. I thought they must be 
cold, but they were going to dress for August no matter 
how cold it was. This time in Rome Italians wore winter 
coats, scarves, and wool hats, while I carried my 
sweater and wore shirtsleeves in 68° temperatures.  
     Two nights before the Consistory I was invited to 
dinner by Monsignor Michael Boland and the Board 
of Catholic Charities in the Piazza Navona, and who 
happened to stroll by at the end of our meal, but our 
own Cardinal Cupich. 
     The following day through the intervention of two 
former students of mine (who were classmates) from 
my days teaching at Quigley South over 25 years ago, I 
received an invitation to the reception hosted by Mayor 
Rahm Emmanuel at the home of the U.S. Ambassador 
to Italy. It is a most impressive residence on seven 
acres of land in the heart of Rome. At the reception 
were the civic delegation of 80 people, including our 
host Mayor Emmanuel, the Italian Ambassador, 
Governor Rauner, Senator Durbin, the chiefs of  
both the Chicago Police and Fire Depts., six Chicago 
aldermen, union executives, and a handful of priests.  
I knew I was out of my league when another 
Archdiocesan priest who is extremely well-connected  
to the Chicago political establishment, came up to me 
at the reception and asked, “How did YOU get invited 
to this?” I just said that, “I try to be nice to people.”  
     For the Consistory itself I sat in the clergy section, 
and was able to see our new Cardinal afterward 
outside the Basilica. That evening I attended the 
celebratory dinner at the Roman Statuary Gallery of  
the Vatican Museum. 
    The following Sunday, at the Mass celebrating the 
Feast of Christ the King and closing of the Jubilee Holy 
Year of Mercy, I served as a chaplain to Cardinal Sean 
Brady of Ireland. He and I were both staying at the 
Irish College in Rome. I have known him for several 
years. His priest classmate, good friend, and traveling 
companion is Fr. John O’Donnell, whose brother, Dan 
O’Donnell, was married to my late cousin. On one trip 
to Chicago, Fr. O’Donnell brought the Cardinal on two 
hours notice to my former parish to concelebrate Mass. 
In that short time period, we assembled the choir and 
musicians, and changed the parish sign to welcome the 
Cardinal. He never forgot the warm welcome. 

CORCORAN’S CORNER 
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By inviting me to be chaplain, I not only traveled to St. 
Peter’s in his hired car, and avoided all security, but I 
also had an incredible seating spot for concelebrating 
the Mass.  
     As we arrived early for the Mass, I sat down in the 
last seat of the last row that was reserved for priests 
(figuring that more prominent priests would be seated 
up front). After they seated four rows of the Cardinals, 
and five rows of Bishops, there was an empty row of 
seats, and the Master of Ceremony came to me in the 
last row, end seat, and told me to move up to front row 
center! It was like Luke’s gospel story come to life: “Oh, 
move up higher!”  
     What struck me about the entire trip to Rome was 
the reality that as Catholics we are part of a global 
family of faith. It was really something to be able to 
attend a universal liturgical event like the Consistory, 
and the celebration of the Mass, with people from 
around the world. This sense of global connectedness 
is not one that we experience very often. The Church 
and our faith tie together very disparate people. Bonds 
exist between us, that otherwise we would not have.  
     The event was also a good news story about 
Chicago and our Archdiocese. There was a delegation 
of between 400-450 people from Chicago. Eighty were 
from the civic delegation with Mayor Emmanuel, 250 
were with the Extension Society, and about 100 were 
independent travelers like myself. Included in the total 
were 55 Chicago bishops, priests, and seminarians 
studying at the North American College. Again, the city 
of Chicago, our state of Illinois, and our Archdiocese of 
Chicago, are all in the midst of ongoing transformation. 
To see the strength and vitality in our community is a 
sign of hope.  
     Finally, Pope Francis, and Cardinal Cupich’s 
ongoing message of calls for “Renewing the Church” — 
of our parishes being local field hospitals for the 
wounded of our societies — are all hope-filled 
messages. It was a privilege to make this journey. 
 
Hospital Visiting… 
      Fr. Zurek, Fr. Gubbins and I continue to visit 
parishioners when they are ill and in the hospital.  
Fr. Zurek and I answer the incoming “sick calls” and 
make weekly visits to Palos and Christ Hospitals.  
     Fr. Gubbins is “Johnny on the Spot” in visiting 
people that let him know that someone is ill. Due to 
federal privacy rules, receiving information on who is in 
the hospital has become more challenging than in the 
past. We can still call into Christ Hospital each week to 
find out the names of parishioners who are in there. 
And Palos Hospital is very good at calling us if 
someone asks to see their parish priest. But, at the 
time a patient is admitted, if the patient or the patient’s 
family do not request the parish be informed, no one 

calls us and no patient’s name is put on a list. Please 
feel free to let  
the parish office know if a family member is in Palos 
Hospital or Christ Hospital. Your assistance in this is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks to Seniors of Seton and our  
Seton Parish Choir… 
     This past Tuesday, Nov. 29, our Seniors of Seton 
sponsored an Advent Morning of Reflection with the 
Very Rev. Ron Hicks. The morning was extremely  
well-attended with over 150 people in participation.  
It was a great kick-off to our Advent season. 
     Similarly, last Sunday, at our 10:00 AM Mass, our 
parish Choir sang beautifully, as always, as we  
continued to celebrate our 30 years as a parish with 
Very Rev. Ron Hicks, as the celebrant. Fr. Ron  
travels throughout the parishes in our Archdiocese  
and complimented all who take such care in our  
celebrating the Eucharist: from our Greeters, to  
Choirs, to Lectors, to Sacristans, to Eucharistic 
Ministers, and to our Servers. God is given great  
praise here. 
 
Parish Council… 
      The Parish Council will meet at 7:00 PM, on 
Monday, Dec. 5, in the Great Room of the Parish  
Life Center. 
 
Parish Finance Board… 
      The Parish Finance Board will meet on Tuesday, 
Dec, 6, at 7:00 PM, in the Conference Room located  
in the parish office. 
 
Save the Date… 
      We have received word that Cardinal Cupich will  
be able to join us for the 11:30 AM Mass for our 30th 
Anniversary Celebration, on Sunday, Feb. 12, 2017. 
 

Keep Smiling, 

CORCORAN’S CORNER (Continued) 
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Irish Pontifical College Rome Fr. Corcoran and Very Rev. Ron Hicks at St. Peter’s  

Fr. Lou Tylka (St. Julie Parish, Tinley Park) and  
Fr. Corcoran at North American College Reception 

Archbishop Cupich strolls by while at dinner with Archdiocese of Chicago 
Catholic Charities Board members at Piazza Navona 

Bishop Rassus and  
Bishop Rojas at Holy Year  
Mass in St. Peter’s Square 

             Fr. Corcoran takes an ice 
                      cream break at the  
                          “Frigidarium” and 
                                enjoys  some  
                                 delicious gelato.  
                                  What flavor is it? 

Not Your Typical Roman Holiday... 
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Fr. Corcoran celebrating Mass at St. Peter’s  
Basilica for the intention of our parish 

Fr. Corcoran greets Bishop Perry after concelebrating  
Mass at St. Peter’s for the Holy Year. 

Cardinal Cupich after Jubilee Holy Year Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica 

Fr. Corcoran with Cardinal Cupich a  celebratory  
dinner in Vatican Museum 

Greeting Cardinal Cupich after Consistory 

Congratulations to Cardinal Blasé Cupich  November 19, 2016 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

I N OUR FAITH LIVES, nearly all of us have  
been deeply touched by the example  
of thousands of now elderly women and 

men religious who, for so many, were a liv-
ing sign of God’s mercy. These women and 
men—Catholic sisters, brothers, and reli-
gious order priests—were indeed the hands 
of Christ as they educated the young, cared 
for the sick, and ministered to the neediest 
among us. Through their service and wit-
ness, they modeled the compassionate love 
of Jesus and showed us that we, too, could 
be instruments of peace and mercy. 
 

T ODAY, many senior religious continue  
to be vessels of mercy, serving in a 
wide range of volunteer and prayer 

ministries. Others are frail and need assis-
tance. Most older religious ministered for 
small stipends, leaving a substantial gap  
in retirement savings. With the ever-rising  
cost of health care and the increased  
number of those needing care, many  
religious communities struggle to provide 
for aging members. 

N  EXT WEEKEND, OUR PARISHES  
 will be conducting  the appeal for   
 the Retirement Fund for Religious, 

an annual collection that benefits nearly 
33,000 senior sisters, brothers, and  
religious order priests. Your gift provides 
vital support for medications, nursing  
care, and more. It also helps religious  
communities implement long-term retire-
ment strategies that ensure both quality 
elder care and continued service to the 
People of God. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: WWW.RETIREDRELIGIOUS.ORG 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 

P  LEASE PRAY for God’s 
continued blessing on those 
 who have faithfully served our 

Church and world. Please also pray  
for the success of the annual appeal 
and for the intentions of donors 
throughout the nation whose sacrifices 
make the Retirement Fund for  
Religious (RFR) possible. 
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Sat., Dec. 3 (5pm) Ken Janiak; Mary Ritter 
Sun., Dec. 4  
(7:15am) Barbara Fundator; Maria and Joseph Haber 
(8:30am) Antonio Espina, Jr.; William Harrer 
(10am) Jay McLaughlin; For All Parishioners 
(11:30am) Eileen Vaughan Biel; John K. Vaughan 
Mon., Dec. 5 (9am) Ronald Feltz; James Dimer, Jr. 
Tues., Dec. 6 (9am) Jennifer Soprych; Katherine Soprych  
Wed., Dec. 7 (9am) Jack Martin; Mary Therese Jensen 
Thursday, Dec. 8 (9am) Betty Gildea; Daniel Meany 
Friday, Dec. 9 (9am) Jack Yanahan; James Dimer, Jr 
Sat., Dec. 10 (5pm) Margaret Slattery; Donald Ernst 
Sun., Dec. 11  
(7:15am) Dorothy DeSalvo; Jauna and Tony Blanco 
(8:30am) Daniel Keating; Antonio Espina, Jr 
(10am) Therese Manka; Felix and Maxine Tomasiewicz 
(11:30am) Leo Rutkowski; For All Parishioners 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our 
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ: 
   Barbara Shemanske   Nicholas Carra 
   Laura Konieczny  Nancy Arredia 
   Bonnie Ostarello  Peter Host 
   Johnny Ferante  Carmen Roti 
   Angela Cesario Whelan Ed Lark 
   Maryanne Mirecki 
 

For our deceased: 
Richard Nevell  John Ross 
Carolyn Roy  Claudia Kolb 
 

   “Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.” 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

 
WEDDINGS 

Please pray for these couples preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Jessica Modlin and Hugh McCormick II; 12-10-16 
Liz Guldan and Dan Jeziorny; 12-31-16 

December 4, 2016 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

VIGIL MASS 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 7:00 pm 

FEAST DAY MASSES 
Thursday, Dec. 8 
9:00 am and 7:00 pm 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

COLLECTION FOR 11-20-16: 
$22,787.57 

KIDS’ COLLECTION: 
$42.00 

COLLECTION FOR 11-27-16: 
$19,872.52 

KIDS’ COLLECTION: 
$23.27 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 
BAPTISMS 

Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on Sunday, 
Nov. 20, 2016: 
Logan James, child of James and Kaitlin Aldworth 
Ricki Ann, child of Brian and Allison Evans 
Grace Elizabeth, child of David and Linda Ribaldo 

Parish Celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Next Sunday, Dec. 11, 7pm 

 

Individual Reconciliation every 
Saturday from 4:15-4:45pm 
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J ohn the Baptist tries to prepare the 
way for Jesus by calling people to 
repentance: “Repent for the kingdom 

if heaven is near.” Whatever else that 
means, it includes the idea that one of the 
best ways we can prepare for Christmas is 
by making a good, honest, searing confes-
sion. To repent means to confess our sins. 
     This notion has fallen out of favor. The 
idea of confession is very much chal-
lenged today. At a practical level, less and 
less people are in fact going to confession. 
The old line-ups at the Confessional box 
are becoming shorter and shorter. As well, 
more and more people are challenging, 
theoretically, the idea of sacramental con-
fession. Arguments against it take many 
forms: “I don’t find it meaningful!” “It’s too privatized!” 
“There isn’t any need to do this to have one’s sins for-
given! God doesn’t need our mediation.” “It gives undue 
power to the priest!” “This is an affair between God and 
myself.” “It’s adolescent!” “The priests don’t have time to 
do it properly.” 
     Whatever the objection, there are many, fewer and 
fewer people going to Confession. 
     This is an unfortunate development because private 
confession is one of the pillars of the spiritual life. At a  
certain point in one’s growth, there is no progress without 
it. Why? Why Confession? Why the need to tell ones sins 
to a priest? Surely the radical mercy and forgiveness of 
God are not contingent upon telling our sins to a priest? 
Surely God’s mercy cannot be controlled by or limited to 
one prescribed ritual? In both scripture and church tradi-
tion it is clear that our sins are forgiven through sincerity  
of conscience and through touching the body of Christ 
(and this has many forms). The Christian community itself 
is the radical sacrament of reconciliation and God’s mercy 
can never be tied down to just one vehicle of grace. 
 

So Why Confession? 
 

     Simply put, confession is the sacrament of the mature 
and one grows mature by confessing one’s sins. Mature 
people face themselves and apologize explicitly – and 
people grow mature by apologizing. The critics of the sac-
rament of reconciliation are right in saying that God is not 
tied down to one vehicle as an avenue for the forgiveness 
of sins. They are wrong however when they denigrate the 
importance of private confession. One may not have to 
confess one’s sins explicitly to another human being to 
have them forgiven, but one does have to confess them 

explicitly if he or she hopes to live a trans-
parent life, free of addictions, rationaliza-
tion, and dark skeletons in the closet. 
     “You are as sick as your sickest secret!” 
That’s a popular axiom among people 
working in 12-Step programs. They know 
the truth of that through personal experi-
ence and also that until one faces oneself, 
in searing honesty, before another human 
being and acknowledging openly their sins, 
there will always be addictions, rationaliza-
tion, and lack of real transparency. It has 
taken us a long time to understand the na-
ture of addictive behavior and even longer 
to learn how to deal with it. One of the 
things we have learned, and this is a piv-
otal and non-negotiable step in every 12-

Step program, is that there has to be an open, honest, and 
searing admission of sin, face-to-face, before another hu-
man being. Without this, at a certain point, all real growth 
stops. The Church has always had its own version of this. 
We called it Confession, the sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I t can of course still be argued: Why before a priest?  
In the letter of James in the New Testament, we are 
encouraged simply to confess our sins to each other. 

So why a priest? Because a priest symbolically represents 
the whole community. In confessing to a priest, we are, in 
a manner of speaking, confessing to the entire community. 
A friend of mine is fond of saying that sacramental confes-
sion, as presently practiced, is an unhappy compromise, 
far from ideal. That is correct, though not in the way my 
friend thinks. We owe our confession to the whole commu-
nity (since it is the entire community that is wounded by 
our sin) and the ideal way to confess would be to go in 
front of a packed church on a Sunday morning and begin 
our confession be saying: “Bless me community—for I 
have sinned!” 
     Confession is not so much about having one’s sins  
forgiven as it is about coming to maturity within the  
community and being able to live a transparent life, free  
of dark secrets, addictions, and rationalization. 
 

The Baptist’s message is as true  
today as it was 2,000 years ago. 

 

     To make straight the path for the coming of the Savior, 
to make a proper Advent, to prepare ourselves to have 
Christ born in our lives, we need to undergo a baptism for 
the remission of sin. In simple talk, that means, among 
other things, making a searing, honest, open, confession. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Readying Ourselves For Christmas 

By Fr. Ronald Rolheiser 

Loving God, as we pray “thy kingdom come,” grant us the courage to follow your Son Jesus  
in being a channel of your peace and joy.  Enlighten us to see those area of our life that need transformation. 

May we feel the urgency of the Baptist’s message that we repent, for your kingdom is indeed at hand. 

John the Baptist appeared,  
preaching in the desert of Judea  

and saying, “Repent, for the  
kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  
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If you selected a name(s) 
for Christmas gifts for St.  
Procopius families. Please 
follow these guidelines:  
 

1)  Buy a NEW GIFT. (No used clothing or toys). 
2)  Wrap the gift. 
3)  Attach gift tag provided to you onto the gift. 
4)  Make sure the tag has the “P-number” on it. 
5)  Do not bundle gifts. 
6)  No bows. 
7) Please return your gift to St. Elizabeth Seton 
    Church by Wednesday, Dec. 14. 
 
   St. Procopius is in dire need of men’s winter outer-
wear (coats, hats, gloves, and hooded sweat shirts).  
If you would like to give these, please ask for a Spe-
cial Tag. (Please do not wrap outwear.) If you would like  
to make a monetary donation, you can give a Walmart 
gift card. Your generosity will help make Christmas a  
wonderful holiday for our “extended family” at St. Pro-
copius. Gift certificates for St. Procopius families can be 
dropped off in the parish office any time before Dec. 14.  

St. Procopius 

Christmas Gift Return 
For St. Procopius 

Our sharing parish, St. Procopius 
has invited you to celebrate 

The Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
 

Saturday, Dec. 10,  5pm 
 
 

Bus transportation provided. 
The celebration continues after Mass 
with a fiesta. There will be traditional 

Music and food at the celebration.  
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in taking a bus to Provi-
dence of God Church (new location), please 

sign-up at the counter in the Narthex.  
We will depart the Seton  parking lot at 

3:30pm and return by 9pm.   



LIVE NATIVITY 

NEXT SUNDAY,NEXT SUNDAY,  
DEC. 11DEC. 11  

8:15am8:15am--1pm1pm  
DownstairsDownstairs  
Church HallChurch Hall  

Stop by for free 
hot chocolate,  
coffee and cookies! 

       You are invited to experience a “Living Nativity” and live petting zoo with a Jerusalem donkey, 
sheep and goats on Sunday, Dec. 11 from 8:15am-1pm in the downstairs St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
Hall. 

     As a service project, our Seventh and Eighth Grade Seton Religious Education and Cardinal Joseph  
Bernardin students will be in character and the  live animals will be outside the church hall doors to 
help create the atmosphere of the nativity scene.  

     Please stop in the Church Hall to greet the Three Kings, who will accept your donation of new,  
unwrapped toys for the children served at Respond Now of Chicago Heights, a not-for-profit outreach 
organization that serves those in need in the far southwest suburbs of Chicago. Your donation of a  
toy may be the only gift a child might receive this Christmas. New gloves, mittens, hats or socks also  
appreciated.  

Refreshments of hot chocolate, coffee and homemade cookies will be offered in the church hall. 
 

A donation of an unwrapped toy appreciated-but not required. 
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All High School and Jr. High School Instrumentalists are invited to join the 
St. Elizabeth Seton Youth Orchestra. The SYO will be directed this year by  
Mrs. Katie Goddard, Summit Hill Jr. High School Band Director in Frankfort 
and a St. Elizabeth Seton Orchestra Instrumentalist. Rehearsal time is 6:30-8pm. 
Rehearsal dates are Thursday, Dec. 8, Tuesday, Dec. 15, and Tuesday, Dec. 22. 
The Seton Youth Orchestra will perform on Christmas Eve at the 4pm and 6pm 
Masses (with a pizza party in between!). Rehearsals are in the Church  
Music Room (off of the Narthex).  

    Please fill out the form below (even if you are a member from a prior year) and return to 
the parish office, attention Mrs. Linda McKeague, Director of Music, by Sunday, Dec. 4. 

2016 St. Elizabeth Seton Youth Orchestra 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Instrument ________________________________________________________ 

Age ____________________________  Grade ____________________________ 

School ___________________________________________________________ 

Home Address ______________________________________________________ 

Zip __________________ Phone Number _________________________________ 

Email Address ______________________________________________________ 
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Sacred Space Prayer Books can be  
purchased in the parish office. $20 each. 
Sacred Space Books 
Members of the Sacred Space 
community spend quality time 
reflecting on daily scripture  
readings as presented in a book 
titled, Sacred Space The Prayer 

Book. This particular book has been a part of the prayer 
life of the Catholic Community of St. Elizabeth Seton for 
several years now. Sacred Space: The Prayer Book 2017, 
offers short, in-depth meditations on the scripture of each 
day throughout the church year. It is a value for anyone 
who wants to grow in prayer and be more connected to 
God, but may feel too busy to do so. Two groups of 
parishioners (and a few members of other parishes)  
meet once a month to share their reflections on the daily 
scripture readings. The group meets in the Cornerstone  
on the first Monday of each month after the 9 AM Mass. 

 

Men’s Club News 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

  General Meeting 
     Wednesday, December 14th 
     Doors open at 6:30pm 
     Meeting begins promptly at 7:30pm 
 

Come and enjoy Christmas with the Men’s Club... 
Please bring an unwrapped toy 
to be donated to a child in need.  

     Your donation can make some child’s Christmas bright. 
It should be a festive night for one and all. I hope you can 
join us for some cheer this holiday season. Don’t forget 
that new members are always welcome. At the November 
meeting, we greeted three new members. Great job.  
Let’s keep the new members coming. 
Steven M. Klean, Men’s Club President 

NEXT GATHERING: 
MONDAY, DEC. 5 

9AM IN THE 
CORNERSTONE 

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7pm  
Cornerstone Building 

  

     You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and 
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month in the Cornerstone 
building located on the corner of 167th St. and 94th Ave. 
Questions? Call Marge Quinn at 708-460-5357. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

CENTERING PRAYER 

REFLECTION: 
Let go for a while the need to reason, 

the need to set things right.  
Let's surrender our feelings and thoughts  

to God and quietly remind ourselves 
"In Everything, We Trust in God.” 

Celebrate the holidays by attending the Suburban Youth 
Symphony Orchestra Concert on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 4pm 
at Freedom Hall, 410 Lakewood Blvd., Park Forest. The 
three ensembles, Suburban Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
Incredible Opportunity Program, and Suburban Youth 
Strings will perform. Admission $5 or simply bring a book 
to donate. The Suburban Youth Symphony is a 503c  
non-profit orchestra that serves children 8-17 in the south/
southwest. Visit www.suburbanyouthsymphony.org. 
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NEXT SUNDAY! DEC. 11 

Hey Kids! Santa will be here to share 
a donut and a photo with you!  
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The official public, daily prayer of the Church is the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours. 
Psalms are prayed, scriptures proclaimed, hymns and canticles sung, and intercessory prayer is offered. 

The daily singing and reciting of the Book of Psalms is a most ancient tradition. 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us at 8:30AM, WEEKDAYS 
(MONDAY-FRIDAY) through DEC. 23 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENTSECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     

Klean Family        12/03                         5:00 PM 

McGhee Family        12/04                         7:15 AM 

Woods/Arduino Family        12/04                         8:30 AM 

King Family        12/04                       10:00 AM 

Durkin Family        12/04                       11:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

        12/10                         5:00 PM 

McAuliffe Family        12/11                          7:15 AM 

        12/11                         8:30 AM 

Seniors of Seton        12/11                         10:00 AM 

        12/11                         11:30 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

        12/17                         5:00 PM 

        12/18                         7:15 AM 

        12/18                         8:30 AM 

Krusenoski Family        12/18                        10:00 AM 

Chiarito Family      12/18                        11:30 AM 

Help us celebrate the wonderful Advent tradition of carrying up 
the Advent Candle at Mass. Please sign up in the Narthex. 
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The Symbols of Advent 
     The Advent Wreath and the Colors of Advent are probably the most  
popular symbols of the season. The Advent Wreath is a circular garland of 
evergreen branches where four candles are arranged. During Advent one candle  
on the wreath is lit each week representing the coming of the Lord. Candles for 
the First, Second, and Fourth week of Advent are candles are blue or purple — 
these are the primary liturgical colors for Advent and symbolize repentance. The 
pink or rose colored candle lit on the Third Sunday of Advent represents joy — 
and reveals a shift in the season away from repentance and toward celebration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“O Antiphons” 
During this Advent and Christmas Season, vibrant 

“O Antiphon” banners are displayed in our Narthex. 
We will feature two banners each week in the bulletin. 

     This Advent and Christmas season, we are highlighting the O Antiphons  
that refer to the seven verses recited (or chanted) preceding the Magnificat  
during Vespers of the Liturgy of the Hours. They cover the special period of 
Advent preparation known as the Octave before Christmas, December 17-23. 
These Antiphons form the basis of the Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” put to music in 15th century France.  

December 
19 
 

Root of 
Jesse 
 

O Flower 
of Jesse’s 
Stem 
 
 

You have 
been raised 
up as a  
sign for all 
peoples; 
kings stand 
silent in your 
presence;  
the nations 
bow down  
in worship 
before you.  
 

Come let 
nothing keep 
you from 
coming to  
our aid. 

December 
20 
 

O Key  
of David 
O Royal  
Power  
of Israel 
 
Controlling at 
your will the 
gate of 
heaven:  
 

Come break 
down the 
prison walls 
of death for 
those who 
dwell in  
darkness  
and the 
shadow of 
death; and 
lead your  
captive people 
to freedom. 



Do you recognize this box? 
It is the Saint Vincent DePaul Society Offering Box 

 
 
 

You are invited to give a monetary gift or Jewel food certificates which will 
go toward providing a better Christmas for families in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SVDP Christmas Collection 
For your convenience, SVDP boxes are located at all the entrances of 
our church. We depend solely on the contributions placed in the donation 
boxes. SVDP members would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving collection—and to those who use the SVDP boxes at each 
entrance. All monies donated go directly to those in need. We service 
clients within our parish boundaries with emergency assistance for 
utilities, rent, security deposits, food, clothing, medical, dental, eye care 
and occasionally gasoline to get to a job site. As calls come throughout 
the year we look to your generosity and sense of sharing and justice to 
assist these people. It is your goodness that makes our work possible.  

May God continue to bless you.  

St. Vincent DePaul Holiday Drive 
During Christmas seasons, St. Vincent DePaul has spon-

sored a special collection of items for the homeless. Many 
come without adequate clothing. We thank all the  

parishioners for their heartfelt generosity. Proceeds will be 
distributed to the South Suburban PADS (Public Action to 

Deliver Shelter) Homeless Shelter Organizations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The collection will continue until Sunday, Dec. 18. 
 
 

Suggested gift items are: 

deodorant 
hand sanitizer 
toothpaste 
toothbrushes 
white socks 
winter coats 

hats 
scarves 
gloves (men’s large) 
Mittens 
Men’s underwear 
Women’s underwear 

NO gift wrapping needed. Items 
must be identifiable from outside.  
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DECEMBER EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 4 
NO BRANCHES 

 
SUNDAY, DEC. 11 

BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL 
DOWNTOWN CHICAGO 

SHOPPING AT 
CHRISTKINDL MARKET/ 

WATER TOWER PLACE 
Meet 12:15pm at Tinley Park/80th  

12:30-9:30pm. RSVP required. 
 

THURSDAY, DEC. 15 
BICKFORD SENIOR LIVING SERVICE PROJECT 

Christmas Game Night-6:30pm-8:30pm 
Must have permission waiver filled out.  

Call/email to RSVP  
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 18 
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL PLC 

Christmas Party, 5:00pm-7:00pm  
 

MONDAY, DEC. 19 
BICKFORD SENIOR LIVING SERVICE PROJECT 

6:30pm. Please RSVP. 
 

FRIDAY, DEC. 30 
BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL LOCK-IN 

6:00pm-8:00am 
 
 

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 
Starting in January, Branches will play in a High School 
league with other churches in the area through March. 
All 8th Grade & High School students are welcome.  

To signup please contact Kyle Groves. 
 
 

Questions? Contact Kyle Groves,  
Youth/Young Adult Minister  

kgroves@steseton.com or 708-403-0101 x 105 

Social Action Ministry Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 9:45am 
in the Cornerstone, (NE corner of 167th and 94th Ave.) 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed 
The Social Action Ministry will serve a Christmas lunch at the 
Soup Kitchen in Joliet on Sunday, Dec.18. Anyone who wishes to 
volunteer, call Liz Wisnasky at 708-717-9818. If you need a ride, 
please call Bernadette Kemp at 708-532-5635, to reserve a place 
in our van (space is limited). We meet at 8:15am in the east 
church parking lot, (by CJB School). We leave promptly at 
8:30am and return by 1pm. 

Brother Rice Open House This Sunday 
Brother Rice Open House for 6th-8th Grade Boys, Sunday, 
Dec. 4, 11am-1pm, 10001 Pulaski, Chicago. Questions? 
Contact Tim O'Connell '03 at (toconnell@brrice.org).  

Girls’ Night Out Beach Party 
Friday, Dec. 9, from 6-9pm, all Seventh and Eighth grade 
girls are invited to join in for a beach party hosted by 
McAuley's Clubs and organizations. Mother McAuley High 
School, 3737 W. 99th St., Chicago. Call 773-881-7722. 

Marist Christmas Band Concert 
Marist Music Dept., 4200 W 115th St., Chicago, invites you 
to their Christmas Band Concert on Saturday, Dec. 10, at 
7pm, and Sunday, Dec. 11, at 3pm. Admission $5. 

Young Adults Adoration and Social 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 7-8pm, St. Michael Church Chapel, 
14327 Highland Ave., Orland Park. A Young Adult Social 
will follow at a nearby restaurant. Open to young adults of 
all local parishes! Email fionalane14@gmail.com. 
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Branches 
Youth Ministry 

 

Kyle Groves 
Parish Youth/ 
Young Adult 

Minister 

 



WE OPENED OUR DOORS ON VETERAN’S DAY to more than 30 Veterans who were special 
guests for the morning! Prior to their visit, more than 720 flags were placed outside by Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin School staff and students to honor all Veterans. 
 
AS OUR GUESTS ARRIVED, they were greeted by staff and students of the National Junior 
Honor Society. The Vets enjoyed a light breakfast while students visited with them. NJHS students 
then took the Veterans on a tour of our Blue Ribbon School, as well as bringing them to the 
classrooms of the student who invited them. Students and staff asked questions and listened while 
some of the Veterans spoke about their experiences. Many stated they were grateful they were 
invited to CJB. Each classroom made cards for the Veterans to take home as a remembrance of their 
special CJB visit. The event ended with a beautiful prayer service. 
 
AFTER THE PRAYER SERVICE, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School presented Mr. Robert 
Bernas, grandfather of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School student Mike Bernas, and member of  
the Orland VFW Post 2604, a check for the VFW Post 2604 which was collected from a recent 
Out-of-Uniform Day. Barb Kristin, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School Sixth Grade teacher said, 
“It was very moving to see so many Veterans come to CJB. They shared their stories of their service 
to our country. The Veterans brought such joy to the students and staff, and we were all touched  
by their presence!” 
 
 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School is a Catholic elementary school located in Orland Hills, offering instruction in  
three-year old Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade. CJB is a nationally recognized Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 
and is included in ”Chicago” magazine’s list of Top Private Schools in the Chicago area. For more information about 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School, visit: www.cjbschool.org. For a tour or conversation, contact Mrs. Cindy 
Devlin at 708-403-6525, ext. 127, or cdevlin@cjbschool.org. 
 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin School  
Welcomes Veterans — Donate Proceeds  

from Out of Uniform Day to Local VFW Post 
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UPCOMING TRIPS 

Seniors of Seton 
  

MEETING:  
TUESDAY, DEC. 6 

PARISH LIFE CENTER – 10AM 
Doors open at 9:30am immediately after 
the 9am Mass. After the meeting, Kim 
Frankoveigia will sing old Christmas 
standards for us, followed by our An-
nual Christmas Sweets Table. 
WOW!! Thanks for the wonderful re-
sponse to our gift collection for the US 
Veterans. Another thanks to members 
Dave and Bernadette Kemp for trans-
porting our gifts to the Vets.  
 

 
 

Trip questions or reservations please 
contact Doug Benker at 708-429-4518. 

 

DRURY LANE 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Those who paid for the show will depart our St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church parking lot at 10am.  
 

          1920’S GANGSTER MURDER MYSTERY 
        TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 

          BUCA DI BEPPO ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
        15350 S 94th Ave., Orland Park 

             Doors open: 11am. Luncheon: 11:30am.  $37 per  
             person. Includes: Family-Style Luncheon: salad,  
             entrée, two pastas, unlimited beverage (coffee,  
             tea, soft drinks). Then travel back in time to the 
Roaring 20’s—the era of Flappers, Gangsters, Bootleg-
gers, Prohibition and “Old Henry’s Speakeasy.” Take part 
in solving the crimes that take place at the Speakeasy. 
Transportation on own. Limited seating. Reservations 
and payment deadline by January 3 meeting. Checks 
payable SOS. Questions: Contact Ceil 708-460-6004. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

                       Golden Opportunities Coupon books offer  
                       local restaurants offering discounts of 50% 
                       off for 2-for-1. In addition, great savings at  
                       movies, grocery stores, sporting events, and 
                       more! Many coupons valid once a month. 
                       And… it makes a great gift! 

Great Christmas gifts! 
2017 Golden Opportunities Books! 

Still Only $20! 
Available in the parish office! 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
(270-343) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The absence of the “hard facts” of history is not necessarily  
an obstacle to the popularity of saints, as the devotion  

to Saint Nicholas shows.  

 
 

 
     Both the Eastern and Western Churches honor 
him, and it is claimed that after the Blessed Virgin, he 
is the saint most pictured by Christian artists. And 
yet, historically, we can pinpoint only the fact that 
Nicholas was the fourth-century bishop of Myra, a 
city in Lycia, a province of Asia Minor. 
 

     As with many of the saints, however, we are able to 
capture the relationship which Nicholas had with 
God through the admiration which Christians have 
had for him—an admiration expressed in the colorful 
stories which have been told and retold through the 
centuries. 
 

     Perhaps the best-known story about Nicholas 
concerns his charity toward a poor man who was  
unable to provide dowries for his three daughters of 
marriageable age. Rather than see them forced into 
prostitution, Nicholas secretly tossed a bag of gold 
through the poor man’s window on three separate 
occasions, thus enabling the daughters to be married. 
Over the centuries, this particular legend evolved into 
the custom of gift-giving on the saint’s feast. In the 
English-speaking countries, Saint Nicholas became, 
by a twist of the tongue, Santa Claus—further 
expanding the example of generosity portrayed by 
this holy bishop. 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENT 
The critical eye of modern history makes us take  
a deeper look at the legends surrounding Saint 
Nicholas. But perhaps we can utilize the lesson  
taught by his legendary charity, look deeper at our 
approach to material goods in the Christmas. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
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Helpful Outreach for People seeking Employment 
(HOPE) Employment Ministry 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7pm 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church Hall 
 

SPEAKER: 
Paul Cameron, President and Sr. Technology Recruiter 
for DriveStaff Inc. (an outstanding presenter who joins  
us once per year) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        The HOPE Employment Support Ministry is open to everyone. All of our services, to both job seekers  
and employers, are free of charge. Our monthly meetings consist of networking, resume review, guest  
speakers and open forums. 
 

    Need a resume tuned up? Send your resume to Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com and then come to  
the next meeting to receive feedback and discuss suggestions.  
 

    Employers and HOPE Alumni: We ask that you please share job openings with us. Send your staffing 
needs Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com, and they will be distributed to those who attend our monthly  
meetings. 

   
   
   
   
   
   

   

B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !B E C A U S E  E V E R Y O N E  C A N  U S E  A  L I T T L E  H O P E !    

The St. Elizabeth Seton 
Women’s Club will be  
offering Oplatki Christmas 
Wafers in the Narthex  
after Masses on  
Dec. 10/11 and 17/18.  

 Celebrate Christmas 
with Oplatki 
Oplatki will be available in the 
Narthex after all Masses , for 
those wanting to participate in 
this centuries old custom. 
Oplatki, Holy Bread, is our 
Christmas oblation and the 
Christmas wafer is reminiscent  

of the word Bethlehem, which means “House of Bread.” 
The breaking of bread with family in your home is a 
sign of charity, unity, and friendship. With prayer for 
God’s grace and for the welfare of the present/absent 
members of the family, the broken wafer pieces are dis-
tributed to each one at the table. ‘ 

A FREE WILL DONATION 
WILL BE APPRECIATED. 
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Next week we will hear what happens when the reign of God truly breaks into the world. 
Can we imagine a world or a life that looks like those signs? 

NEXT WEEK: IMAGINE THAT! 

Have you ever walked through a newly planted garden and tried to envision how it would look in 
Spring? It is hard to picture it, but you are eager to see it in full bloom and see the beauty and 
bounty and what each planting represents. “Tell John what you hear and see, Jesus says to 
John’s disciples. The signs of the Messiah proclaimed by the prophets are beginning to bloom. 
Look and see! Hear the singing of those once mute and the rejoicing of the crowds who witness 
these works. The beauty and the bounty of our generous God are all around. James wrote to a 
community experiencing hardship, like the exiled Israelites in the First Reading. Isaiah and 
James exhort people to trust that they will see God’s presence in their midst once again, so be 
patient. That’s easier than done, isn’t it? St. Francis de Sales says to be patient with everyone, 
and most of all with ourselves. Patience means accepting suffering and delay without becoming 
angry or upset. Easier said than done. Praying for this virtue each day, sometimes often 
throughout the day, does help. Breathe in the Spirit of God and say, “give me patience, Lord.” 
Then exhale anger, upset, and impatience. Staring at a garden won’t make a shoot spring up 
any faster; however, giving thanks for the seed, the water, the soil, and the Giver of all life can 
deepen our trust that the garden will grow. So be patient. Rejoice always. See and be the signs 
of God’s beauty and bounty in our world today. 

Barren deserts rejoice and flower. Tired bodies receive strength. Aching hearts are made glad (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10). 
God work wonders to restore the land. Every-
thing and everyone suffering up to now will be 
vindicated and become fruitful. All of those 
situations that imprisoned us, or left us with a 
sense of inadequacy, will be abolished. We will 
be made whole again. This Old Testament 
reading was intended to be understood in a 

physical sense. Through Jesus we understand 
the call to joy and gladness in a spiritual sense. 
Sin and selfishness imprison and alienate us 
the most. The Messiah liberates us from that 
prison by bringing us forgiveness of sin and an 
invitation into the life and the love of God. We 
can live in the freedom of God’s children. 

Be patient, for the coming of the Lord is as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10). 

 
THIRD SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 
December 11, 

2016 

Almighty God,  
we rejoice in the 
gift of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ.  
Belonging to Him 
makes even the 
least of us greater 
than John the  
Baptizer. Help me 
to be grateful for 
that gift each and 
every day of my life.  
Amen. 

This reading emphasizes the need for  
patience. The time is at hand. There is no need 
to judge others beforehand. The Day of the 
Lord is already dawning. This reading speaks 
of the nearness of the feast for which we are 
preparing, Christmas. Yet, there is also value 
at a different level of understanding, for it gives 

us perspective concerning the things of the 
Lord. Often we get so caught up with preoccu-
pations and worries that we lose perspective 
and become anxious. We are reminded that 
the Lord will take care of everything. We only 
have to place our trust in Him. 

SECOND READING 

FIRST READING 

REFLECTION 

GOSPEL 

Tell what you hear and see... blind regain vision... crippled their movement... deaf their hearing (Matthew 11:2-11).  
This reading ties the ministry of John the  
Baptist to that of Jesus. John had already  
been arrested for his adherence to the truth. 

He sent his disciples to inquire of Jesus 
whether He was the One who was expected. It 
is not really clear whether John is doing this for 
his own knowledge or to give the disciples the 
opportunity of witnessing Jesus’ ministry for 
themselves. Jesus responds with actions. Je-
sus then speaks of John the Baptist. Certainly 
John proved to be a prophet of God. He did not 
have to dress in elegant clothes to prove him-
self, for he gave powerful testimony to the truth 
of his message. While John’s invitation was to 
turn from sin, Jesus’ invitation is to experience 
the very life of God. 

Readings for the Week 
December 5-December 10: 
Mon.: Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26 
Tues.: Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14 
Wed.: Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30 
Thurs.: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
Fri.: Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19 
Sat: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13  



ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES 

Social Action Ministry 
How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet; 
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry 
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For 
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Out-
reach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental 
Ministry; Speaker nights. 

Seton Rosary Group 
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet 
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of 
the Mary, following the 9am Mass. 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday 
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.  

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry 
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volun-
teers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish com-
munity when they are experiencing times with medical, 
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule re-
ceiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb 
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to 
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emo-
tional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the 
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a 
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836. 

Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need 
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for 
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.  
We meet monthly in the Church Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting 
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994. 

HOPE Employment Ministry 
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both  
job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tues-
day of each month in the Church Hall at 7pm. Our meetings 
consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and 
open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire 
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of  
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church Hall on Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a 
fellowship of men and women who share their experience, 
strength, and hope with each other so that they may solve 
their common problem and help others to recover. The only 
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking. 

Families Anonymous 
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who 
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anony-
mous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hosp. 123rd and 
80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1). 
Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance 
from SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.  

ST. ELIZABETH SETON 
PARISH INFORMATION 

 New Parishioners We welcome new members. 
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of  
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and 
organizations is available in the parish office and on our 
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register 
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.  
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on 
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm. 
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice 
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish 
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday. 
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for 
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral 
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on 
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is 
mandatory prior to the Baptism. 
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church 
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill 
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the 
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101 
for information. 
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults   
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are 
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes 
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the 
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For in-
formation call the parish office 708-403-0101.   
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion 
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized 
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please 
call the Pastoral Center for assistance. 
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regu-
lations hospitals can no longer contact the parish re-
garding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of 
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire 
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call 
the Pastoral Center.  
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to 
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in 
advance. 
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the 
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines 
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from 
readings and music to flowers and video taping. 
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as 
well as at a number of special liturgies. 
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses. 

 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101. 

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL 
708-403-0101 

www.steseton.com 
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New Vatican Instruction, To Rise With Christ, on the Care of Cremated Remains  
 

Recently, the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued an Instruction, To Rise With 
Christ, on the burial rites involving ashes/cremated remains of the deceased.  
 
In issuing this Instruction, the Congregation noted that “the practice of cremation has notably increased in 
many countries, but simultaneously new ideas contrary to the Church’s faith have also become widespread.” 
Because of this, the Instruction is intended to emphasize the “pastoral reasons for the preference of the burial 
of the remains of the faithful and to set out norms pertaining to the conservation of ashes in the case of 
cremation.”  
 
Below are questions which this Instruction might raise in the minds of Catholics in the Archdiocese:  
 
Why are they changing the Rules on Cremation?  
 
The rules that govern cremation after death for the Catholic Church are actually not changing! Since 1963 
the Church has allowed cremation and since the early 1997 it has allowed a funeral liturgy in the presence of 
cremated remains. Even with these concessions, the Church has always stressed the importance of burying 
the remains of the faithful, either the body or the cremated remains.  
 
In recent times, the practice of cremation has notably increased in many countries. Simultaneously, new and 
sometimes puzzling ideas contrary to the Church’s vision of Christian burial have redirected the focus of 
Christian death (for example, cremated remains being used to make jewelry or other mementos). 
  
Thus, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has deemed opportune the publication of a new 
Instruction, with the intention of underlining, or re-emphasizing the doctrinal and pastoral reasons for the 
preference of the burial of the remains of the faithful and to set out norms for the conservation of cremated 
remains.  
 
Is the prohibition of scattering ashes or keeping them in the home new?  
No. These are not new prohibitions. What the Instruction is emphasizing is the Church’s ancient tradition  
of preferring that the bodies of the deceased be buried. Noting that there are reasons one might choose to  
be cremated, the Church holds to that tradition of burying remains, because of what we believe about the 
Resurrection – that one day, Christ will return in glory and our bodies and souls will be reunited but will  
be remade on that last day, sharing the Glory of the Risen Christ.  
 
Because of this, it is inconsistent with this belief to scatter the cremated remains of our deceased (into the 
air, on the ground, or in bodies of water) or to divide them, or to keep them in homes.  
 
Then what are to be done with the cremated remains of a deceased loved one?  
The Instruction notes that “when, for legitimate motives, cremation of the body has been chosen, the ashes 
of the faithful must be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery or, in certain cases, in a church or 
an area, which has been set aside for this purpose…From the earliest times, Christians have desired that the 
faithful departed become the objects of the Christian community’s prayers and remembrance. Their tombs 
have become places of prayer, remembrance and reflection. The faithful departed remain part of the Church 
who believes ‘in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who 
are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church’.”  
 
The Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Chicago are always ready to assist families who are dealing 
with the death of a loved one, and if cremation has been chosen, the Cemeteries are able to provide options 
for burial or internment of the cremated remains.  
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Pastoral Staff 
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor 
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor 
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest 
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus 
Deacon: Frank Gildea 
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro 
Deacon: Joe (Mary) Truesdale 
 
 
 

Liturgy Staff 
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy 

 
 
 

Music Staff 
Linda McKeague, Director of Music  
 
 
 
 

Parish Office Staff 
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager 
Darlene Raila, Communications Director 
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist 
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist 
 
 
 
 

Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Kyle Groves, Director 
Bruce Hall, Coordinator 

Religious Education Staff 
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education 
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant 
Mary Vlaming, Secretary 
 

Athletics 
Bob Myjak, Director 
 

Maintenance Staff 
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance  
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor 
Marie Makuch, Staff 
Joseph Shake, Staff 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday-Friday: 

9:00 am 
Saturday 
5:00 pm 
Sunday: 

7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am 

St. Elizabeth Seton Church 
9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL  60487 

Parish Office: 708-403-0101          WEBSITE: WWW.STESETON.COM       Religious Education: 708-403-0137 

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM 
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM         SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM 

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School    WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG        708-403-6525 
Principal, Mary Iannucilli     Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin 

12/10 & 12/11 5:00PM 7:15AM 8:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 

GREETERS   R. Coe 
 S. Hermann 
 E. Herman 
S. Klean 
 W. Krol 
 R. Lamparski 
 J. Schuman 
 P. Staszewski 

 C. Chor 
 R. Dickover 
 G. Lukasiewicz 
 L. McGhee 
 S. McGhee 
 B. Tenuta 

 K. Fox 
 M. Fox 
 D. Gurka 
 S. Gurka 
 M. Gurka 
 P. Klomes 
 M. Klomes/J. Klomes 
 J. Klomes/L. Klomes 
 A. Lloyd 
 A. McCoy 
 D. Minnick 

 R. Chehy 
 P. Havlin 
 B. Krueger 
 S. Lorenz 
 N. Pervan 
 J. Moran 
 D. Weber 

 I. Cox 
 K. Cox 
 B. Findura 
 M. Gniady 
 K. Ivancich 
 B. Ivancich 
 S. Klean 
 M. McMahon 

LECTORS  B. DeJonge 
 R. Coe 

 P. Rodgers  W. Dendler 
 B. Hall 

 D. O’Connor 
 M. Quinn 

 C. Steckhan 
 A. Kowal 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

 D. Rediger 
 H. Gacek 
 C. Stroz 

 N. Papciak 
 C. Durkin 
 O. Durkin 

 P. Baggio 
 A. Rihani 
 E. Arduino 

 C. Buck 
 M. Moehle 
 L. Krueger 

 L. Reiter 
 C. Bueche 
 M. Reiter 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

 L. Jeffrey 
 K. Gagliardi 
 J. Murphy 
 J. Connelly 
 M. Gabrione 
 L. Coe 
 C. Innis 
 M. Garcia 
 G. Yakes 
 C. Hamilton 
 J. Paluch 
 M. Paluch 

 K. Nanfeldt 
 D. Ceglarski 
 D. Nykiel 
 A. Weishaar 
 M. O’Connor 
 N. Sasso 
 L. Skrzypiec 
 D. Skrzypiec 

 K. Mantyck 
 J. Mantyck 
 S. Hall 
 M. Galka 
 L. Kocsis 
 L. Kocsis 
 E. Pawlak 
 B. Kandel 
 J. Misiunas 
 S. Leone 
 G. Leone 
 A. Roti 

 K. Kocher 
 J. Kocher 
 C. Davis 
 J. Eisenberg 
 B. Hansen 
 E. O’Connor 
 J. Krusenoski 
 D. Pacholski 
 G. Chehy 
 M. Ihnat 
 P. Ihnat 
 K. O’Sullivan 
 D. Benker 

 G. Talley 
 A. Talley 
 J. Bilas 
 K. James 
 D. Sigourney 
 B. Wrona 
 T. Wolski 
 R. Dollah 
 M. Merino 
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