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CORCORAN’S CORNER
The Glow of Christmas…
Thankfully, Christmas is not just one weekend. It is a
season lasting until this coming Monday, Jan. 9, the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
At this time of year when we remember the gifts we
have received from God, one of the year-long gifts that
we enjoy in the community of Orland Hills, Orland Park,
and Tinley Park is our parish of St. Elizabeth Seton.
Whether as our spiritual home where we give praise to
God for wonders, petition Him for our needs, or thank
Him for our blessings, our parish church is truly a holy
place where we are shaped by the gospels, and
nourished by the Eucharist. It is a place that forms us
into a community of faith that lives out the gospel values
in our daily lives.
Our parish is also a beacon of hope. We provide
solace to the bereaved, accompaniment to those who
are ill, wisdom to those who are discerning, support to
those struggling with addictions, faith formation for the
next generation, and community to people of all ages.
We seek to be, in the words of Pope Francis and
Cardinal Cupich a “Field Hospital” binding up the
wounds of those who are in need in our society.
We could do none of this without God’s grace, and
the generous contributions of our parishioners of their
time, talent, leadership, and money. At this time of
Christmas when we remember the many gifts that the
Lord has given us, beginning with the wondrous gift of
the Incarnation—Jesus taking flesh—we also remember
the gift in our lives that is St. Elizabeth Seton Parish.
I thank you for your ongoing support and
contributions to our parish community.

Back to the Real World…
Classes for our parish Religious Education Program
resume this Monday, Jan. 9, 2017.

Are You Friendly?…
After the new year, at the urging of the Parish
Council, and following through on recommendations
from our Parish Transformation Program, we are
seeking to establish a “Welcome Committee” who would
reach out to new parishioners as they register. This
phone contact would help the newcomers navigate the
items in the parish welcome packet, and follow up on
their expressed interests, allowing them to connect with
parish groups, organizations, ministries, outreach
groups, as well as the newcomer’s own interests. We
welcome about 80 new registered families per year. We
would hope to have each committee member contact
one new family per month.
More information will be available in the weeks
ahead. This could be the answer to your upcoming
New Year’s Resolution to do something new and
different in 2017!

30th Anniversary Celebratory Mass
and Dinner Dance…
Our parish will celebrate it’s 30th Anniversary as
a parish on Feb. 14, 2017! Time flies when you are
having fun! To celebrate this milestone anniversary we
are celebrating a 30th Anniversary Mass on Sunday,
Feb. 12, 2017, at 11:30 AM, in the church. The main
celebrant of the Mass will be Cardinal Cupich,
Archbishop of Chicago.
Please plan on attending that Mass as we thank
God for all the blessings he has given us through our
parish community. We all have a lot to be thankful for.
Just think of the thousands of people baptized in our
parish over the past 30 years. The thousands who
received the sacraments of First Reconciliation, First
Holy Communion and Confirmation. The thousands of
couples that began their sacramental married life here.
The tens of thousands who have been reconciled to
God. The thousands of bereaved families who have
been comforted. The tens of thousands who were
visited when they were ill, and thousands who were
sacramentally anointed. Think of the agents of care that
this parish has been to people in need not only in our
own geographic area, but in our sharing parish in
Pilsen. God has been praised by and been alive in His
works through our community. We have a lot to be
thankful for and to celebrate!
The following Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017, we will have
a parish 30th Anniversary Dinner Dance at the Orland
Chateau in Orland Park, running from 6:30 PM until
Midnight. Music will be by “Fun, Fun, Fun DJs.” The
dinner will offer a filet mignon and chicken entrée, and
an open bar with top shelf liquor. Tickets are $60 per
person and will go on sale the weekend of January 7-8.
We are hoping groups of parishioners will gather their
own tables of friends, family, and neighbors for this
festive occasion. Seating is limited to 400 guests, so
please do not delay in purchasing your tickets.
Catholic Schools Week…
The last weekend of this month, January 28th and
29th, is the kick-off for Catholic School’s Week. It is the
time of the year when we encourage families to look at
our strong regional National Blue Ribbon School for
Academic Excellence, the Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
School, for their children’s education. The school will
host an open house that Sunday afternoon from 1:003:00 PM, for all in our community. Please spread the
word to your neighbors. The school has an outstanding
academic program for children aged three years of age
in pre-school, through kindergarten, and grades one
through eight. While you may be very much aware of
our wonderful school, many in our area are not. Please
spread the word. Those you tell will be glad to know
about it. Invite them to the open house Sunday, and
have them see for themselves.

January 8, 2017

Page Three

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

CORCORAN’S CORNER
The Anniversary Party Planning Committee…
The committee planning our Thirtieth Anniversary
Celebration will meet on Monday, Jan. 9, at 7:00 PM, in
the parish office.
Pro-Life Bassinette Collection for Courage…
The Courage organization based in Oak Lawn has
worked for over thirty years to support young pregnant
women who may be facing a pregnancy alone, and with
little family support. Over the decades they have saved
thousands of lives. During the month of January we
remember the Supreme Court Decision of Roe V. Wade
which legalized abortion in our nation. Wanting to do
something in a positive way to support life and women
in crisis pregnancies, we have placed a bassinette in
the Narthex of the church for the month of January to
collect items for Courage. Later in the bulletin there is a
list of items that the mothers associated with Courage
need. The bassinette will remain in the narthex through
January 29th, 2017.
The “Missing Links” Return...
The “eagle eyed” among you may have noticed that
Fr. Bill Gubbins, our Director of Liturgy, Claudia
Nolan, and our parish Director of Music, Linda
McKeague, have all been missing in action. All are in
Israel. Fr. Gubbins has gone there on retreat, and
Claudia and Linda are part of a special study tour of
Holy Land sites. They will meet together on Sunday for
dinner, and return home on Monday. If you felt that
someone was praying for you over the past ten days, it
was them! I am looking forward to hear all their stories.
We will be all back to normal by Tuesday.
Save the Dates…
Our ongoing celebration of our Thirtieth Anniversary
continues in the weeks ahead.
 Founding pastor of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish,
Fr. William O’Mara will join us to celebrate the
10:00 AM Mass, on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2017.
 Fr. Brian Welter, a former associate of St. Elizabeth
Seton Parish, will join us to celebrate the 10:00 AM
Mass, on Sunday, Feb. 5, 2017.
The “George Washington Cake”….
Attention Parish Bakers: for our reception after the
11:30 AM Mass celebrating our parish’s Thirtieth
Anniversary on Sunday, Feb. 12, we would like to serve
a special “George Washington Cake.” St. Elizabeth
Seton as a teen-age girl attended the 65th Birthday
celebration of President George Washington. Mount
Vernon, President Washington’s home, has a recipe for
what is called the “George Washington Cake” which
was said to have been his favorite dessert, and one
likely to have been served at his 65th Birthday

celebration. We thought it would be appropriate to serve
it at the celebration of our parish’s Thirtieth Anniversary.
It is a nice historical tip of the hat to our parish’s patron
saint. The recipe is below. If you chose to make this
cake to donate to the party, please let the parish office
know [call 708-403-0101],so we know how many
George Washington Cakes will be on hand for the party
reception.
The George Washington Cake
2 Cups of Butter
3 Cups of Sugar
4 Eggs Separated
4 Cups of Flour Sifted
1 Teaspoonful of Mace
2 Dessert Spoons of Cinnamon
1 Teaspoonful of Salt
1 Cup of Milk
1 Cup of Seedless Raisins
1/3rd Cup of Currants
1/4th Cup of Finely Chopped Citron
Cream butter and sugar until smooth. Add egg yolks.
Sift dry ingredients and add alternately with milk, and
beat well. Stir in fruits. Beat egg whites stiff, but not dry.
Fold into mixture. Bake in two layers—round or square
tins [8 inches by 8 inches] at 350 degrees for one hour.
Sandwich with butter icing, and top with glace icing.
The challenge is on!

Keep Smiling,
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Mark your calendars now for our

St. Elizabeth Seton Parish

DINNER DANCE
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017
6:30-Midnight
Orland Chateau
$60 per person
includes Dinner and Open Bar
Music by Fun! Fun! Fun! DJ’s

Tickets available for sale beginning
January 7 and January 8 after all
weekend Masses in the Narthex
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20 + C + M + B + 17
WELCOME
Jose and Dymphna Cardosa

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to these parents on the baptism of their child on 12-27-17:

Matthew James, child of Mark and Arelis Van Dam
Catherine Amelia, Robert Charles and Marie Lunn Van Dam

Epiphany House Blessing 2017
CHALKING THE DOOR
We invite you to adopt this custom in your
family. The family gathers to ask God’s
blessing on their home and on those who
live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for
Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our
comings and goings, our conversations, our
work and play, our joys and sorrows. The
letters C, M, B have two meanings: the
initials of the names of the three Magi:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, and also
abbreviate the Latin words, Christus
Mansionem Benedicat, “May Christ bless
the house.” The “+” signs represent the
cross and 2017 the year.
Instructions for Blessing the Home
Using chalk to mark your front door (or front
porch step): 20 + C + M + B + 17 and say:

“The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who became human 2017 years ago. May Christ bless our
home and remain with us throughout the new year.
Amen.
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all who live or visit here
with the gift of your love; and grant that we may
manifest your love to each other and to all whose
lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the
knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and
strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.”
“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate
and literally mark the occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of our lives and
home. With time the chalk will fade. As it
does we let the meaning of the symbols
written sink into the depths of our heart and
be manifest in our words and actions the
words, Christus mansionem benedictat,
“May Christ bless the house.”

WEDDINGS
Please pray for these couple as they prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony:

Jennifer Legerski and Mark Klabacha; 1-21-17

PLEASE PRAY FOR
We remember the sick, infirm, and those recommended to our
prayers, that they may experience the healing power of Christ:
Maryanne Mirecki
Jim Duffy
Angela Cesario Whalen
Steve Kreuz
Ed Larke
Larry Ryan
And for our deceased:
Theresa Buckler
Jean Jackstis
Anna Klahn
Joan Jones
Patricia Casper
Florence Kulka
“Heavenly Father, accept the prayers which we offer for them.”

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jan. 7 (5pm) Ellen Connolly; Ralph Sharp
Sun., Jan. 8
(7:15am) Patricia Henry; Don Habich
(8:30am) For All Parishioners; Jack Yanahan
(10am) Alfred Franco; John and Concetta Velcich
(11:30am) Bob Palma; Dorothy Heidy
Mon., Jan. 9 (9am) Mary Grubbs; Joan Sipowicz
Tues., Jan. 10 (9am) Diane Krauss; Francesa Campione
Wed., Jan. 11 (9am) Betty Howland Gildea; Michael Kocher
Thur., Jan. 12 (9am) Scott McBride; Grace Beissel
Fri., Jan. 13 (9am) Mike Pikula; Charlotte Neybert
Sat., Jan. 14 (5pm) Patricia Cloonan; Grace Beissel
Sun., Jan. 15
(7:15am) The Purgatorial Society; Dolores Papiez
(8:30am) Phyllis Jean Minnick; George List
(10am) For All Parishioners; Betty Gildea
(11:30am) George Preban; Michael Kocher
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Epiphanies
By Maureen Kelly
CELEBRATION MAGAZINE

T

color, country of origin,
here are two epiphany
financial situation, gender or
stories in most
sexual preference — long
people’s lives. The first
before there were movements
one, for me and many
or slogans.
believers, is found in the
As a child and young adult
depiction of Matthew’s Gospel
I would not have named my
in the annual Christmas plays
dad as an experience of
we witnessed as children or
God’s presence. It was later in
later directed as a parish
life that I was able to name it.
catechist. In that story three
older boys dressed in the
“On entering the house,
most elegant (to a child)
“Often our epiphanies
they saw the child
costumes walk slowly down
come not in the moment
with Mary his mother;
an aisle carrying their
and
they
knelt
down
but in later reflection on
precious gifts of gold,
and
paid
him
homage.
people and events in our
frankincense and myrrh as
Then,
opening
their
treasure-chests,
the choir sings, “We Three
lives.”
they offered him gifts of
Kings” and, in rare cases,
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” (Mt. 2:11)
where the boy/kings
As a hospice chaplain
themselves sing their own
I have the privilege of journeying with those who
parts. This is the Epiphany story of the wonder and
are dying and their loved ones. Almost daily I see
mystery of Emmanuel the God with us — the God
the presence of God with us. I see couples
who is present for everyone even the “foreign”
expressing the faithful love of many years, both
Wise Men.
in concern for each other and in the deep grief of
anticipated loss. I see alienated children return to
he second epiphany story is the story of
a parent’s bedside after years of separation and
how communities of people and individuals,
be embraced by that parent. I see estranged
you and I, came to believe in the presence
family members come together to support their
and power of God in our own lives today. These are
loved one. It doesn’t always happen, but when it
the personal stories of epiphanies in which we first
does it is an epiphany.
came to experience the presence of God among us.
And then there are the public figures and the
They are the “aha” experiences that deepened our
“behind
the scenes” unsung epiphany people
faith that God is truly with us in the here and now.
who
are
prophetic in their actions for justice.
There are many of them, stories of a God with skin.
These
are
the people who work to provide clean
People and events where we see that Light has
water
and
good
nutrition for those around the
come, and upon them the LORD shines. (Isaiah
world.
Those
who
spend their lives working for
60:1-2)
reconciliation within countries where there has
For me it was my dad. An “abba” who taught me
been ethnic cleansing or those who are making
how to read by sharing the daily newspaper
gains to educate others about sexual slavery and
headlines and comic section while I sat on his lap
so many other contemporary issues.
long before I went to first grade. A man who made
me feel safe, who challenged me when I needed it,
who encouraged and guided without taking away
On this feast I leave you with an epiphany
my freedom, who let me make mistakes and then
question to ponder for yourself:
showed me how to learn from them. He took the
“How are you an epiphany of
experience of meeting the signs, “Irish need not
the presence of God to others?”
apply,” to later impressing on his children the value
and talents of every human being no matter their

T
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Journey to Spain
Sept. 66-13, 2017
with Fr. Bill Gubbins
 Madrid
 Toledo
 Avila
 Segovia
 Barcelona
 Sagrada Familia
 Monserrat
 Flamenco Dancing
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Eight Days
Cost: $2,999
(Price includes airfare,
transportation to and
from airport, hotels,
meals and coach
transportation
throughout Spain.)
For information call
Fr. Bill Gubbins
at 708-460-9485.

Photo image:
Sagrada Familia Basilica
Barcelona, Spain
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January Pro Life Drive
to support COURAGE
diapers
& Pull-ups

lotions
baby wipes
shampoo

bibs

Newborn
To Size 2
baby
clothes

A bassinette is located in the Narthex to accept your donation
of baby clothes: newborn to size 2; diapers or Pull-ups;
baby wipes, lotion, shampoo, bibs, formula, or baby food.

The COURAGE Program is a special and unique ministry based at St. Germaine Parish
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. COURAGE is a volunteer organization built on compassion and
Christian values, advocating for pregnant young women and their families. Through
education and counseling, COURAGE tries to help young women avoid unplanned
pregnancies, but when necessary, seek to offer viable alternatives to abortion, including
adoption and responsible parenting. COURAGE shares resources to help them make
important life decisions on issues of sexuality, self esteem, parenting, personal growth,
and maturity. Through managing crises and establishing personal relationships with
those in need, COURAGE volunteers attempt to guide them calmly into happy and
productive lives. For more information please visit www.courage.com.

January 8, 2017
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Sacred Space Prayer Books can be purchased in the parish office for $15 each.
Sacred Space Book: The Prayer Book 2017
The story is: “So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying
in the manager. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
And Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.” — Luke 2: 16-19

W

e start this 2017 year, as we start life, under the protection of a mother.
On January 1st we celebrate the most passionate and enduring of all human
relationships, that of mother and child. As Mary looked at her baby she knew
that there was a dimension here beyond her imagining. Her baby was born to live in
freedom, free to enjoy the world that God created for Him – and for us.
Let us all give thanks for the freedom that we enjoy and live as God intended, with
complete confidence in the loving care of His mother and ours.

NEXT GROUP MEETING: MONDAY, JAN. 9, 9:30AM, IN THE CORNERSTONE
The Sacred Space 2017 reflection group will meet on Monday, Jan. 9 at 9:30AM in the Cornerstone.
They will be joined by members of the evening group which had been meeting on the first Tuesday of each month.
.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Strengthen your marriage in faithfulness by attending
a WorldWide Marriage Encounter weekend on
February 17-19, 2017 or April 7-9, 2017, all at Elk
Grove Village, IL. Early registration is highly recommended. For reservations/information, contact http://
wwme-chicagoland.org or call 630-577-0778.

Ah Choo!
Ah Choo!
Ah Choo!
It’s no surprise to all of us
that the Cold and Flu Season
is here...
We are all challenged to do
our sensible best to avoid
getting the flu or passing it
on to others. Life does and will
continue to go on and we will be washing our hands
more, coughing and sneezing into our sleeves, and
staying out of crowds when appropriate. We want you to
know we are well aware of the many concerns people
have regarding the reception of the Eucharist during this
season. Our priests and all Eucharistic Ministers take
care that health and safety concerns will prevail. The
reception of the Precious Blood will remain available.
The greeting of “Peace” will continue to be given. If you
wish to acknowledge someone with a verbal greeting
only, please do so. May we all be blessed with good
health.

BEYOND DIVORCE
Divorced and Hurting?
Divorce is painful and often shattering.
Divorce does change every aspect
of a person’s life.
If you would like help in managing
these changes
please join us at
St. Elizabeth Seton Church
on Sunday, Feb. 5, at 7PM
for an information meeting
in the Cornerstone building,
(located on NE corner of
167 and 94th Ave., Orland Hills).
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish will be
offering a 10-session study/discussion group
using the book “Divorce and Beyond.”
th

Those who suffered a divorce
or in the process are invited to register.
The group will meet on dates to be
determined at the February 5 meeting.
Deacon Joe Truesdale
at 708-614-0286.
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Men’s Club News
UPCOMING EVENTS
 General Meeting
Annual Chili Cook Off
Wednesday, January 11
Doors open at 6:30pm
Meeting begins promptly at 7:30pm
Come and enjoy our Annual Chili Cook Off. Bring your
best chili to share with our Men’s Club members and
maybe win a prize for the best chili. In addition, we have
contacted all past presidents and asked that, if they are
not in regular attendance, that they join us for this 25th
Anniversary meeting. We have something special which
we will unveil at this meeting.
As always, new members are welcome. At the
December meeting, we greeted one new member.
Let’s keep the new members coming.

From the officers of the St. Elizabeth Seton
Men’s Club, a Happy and Healthy New Year to all!
Steven Klean, President
Tim Walsh, Vice President
Tom Wojcik, Treasurer
Stephen Juska, Secretary
Jerry Thompson, Sergeant at Arms

Social Action Ministry Meeting
Tuesday, Jan. 10, at 9:45am in the Cornerstone
(NE corner of 167th and 94th Ave.).
All are welcome to join us!
Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed
For Sunday, January 15
The next journey for our Social Action Soup Kitchen
Ministry at Shepherd’s Table in Joliet is on Sunday,
Jan.15. We will serve clients at the shelter and the outside
homeless community a wonderful lunch and will play
BINGO for their entertainment as they wait for their meal to
be prepared. Our group meets in the church parking lot at
8:00 am and leaves at 8:30 am SHARP. If you wish to join
us you can call Bernadette Kemp at 708-532-5635 or 708923-2341. Please call and let us know if you will be joining
us and/or if you need a ride (there are a limited number of
seats in our passenger van). We return to the church
parking lot at approximately 1pm.

SACRED HEART PARISH Presents

Rev. Bob Rohrich C.M.
Having an “ATTITUDE”
Is it Positive Or Negative?
A Short Course in “Working Miracles
& Experiencing God”!
God gives all of us,
GIFTS of Power & Potential;
BUT we must do our part.
Wise Men have said:
If you Think you CAN or CAN’T,
you are RIGHT!
Miracles come in CANS:
“I CAN DO IT!
God Helps Those Who Help Themselves!

Wednesday, Jan. 11, 7pm
Cornerstone Building
You are invited to join in an hour of quiet time and
learn about Centering Prayer. The group meets on the
second Wednesday of each month in the Cornerstone
building located on the NE corner of 167th St. and 94th
Ave. For information or questions please call Marge
Quinn at 708-460-5357.

This presentation will show how we can be
“Superfunctional” by being highly-charged
by God’s GRACE & ENERGY:
or settle to be “Dysfunctional” by being
Out-of-Control & Depressed.
It’s all about ATTITUDE:
Having a Positive Out-Look on Life!
Come join us for an interesting,
informative and entertaining evening!
January 23, 2017 – 7:30pm to 9:00pm
SACRED HEART MINISTRY CENTER
8245 West 111th St., Palos Hills 708-974-3336
FREE ADMISSION
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WINTER BOOK DISCUSSION: JESUS, A PILGRIMAGE
Join us Mondays, beginning January 16
10:00 am in the Cornerstone building
James Martin, SJ, gifted storyteller, editor at large of
America magazine, popular media commentator, and New
York Times bestselling author of The Jesuit Guide to (Almost)
Everything, brings the Gospels to life in Jesus: A Pilgrimage, and
invites believers and seekers alike to experience Jesus
through Scripture, prayer and travel.
Combining the fascinating insights of historical Jesus
studies with profound spiritual insights about the Christ of
faith, Father Martin recreates the world of first-century
Galilee and Judea to usher you into Jesus’ life and times and
show readers how Jesus speaks to us today. Martin also
brings together the most up-to-date Scripture scholarship,
wise spiritual reflections, and lighthearted stories about
traveling through the Holy Land with a fellow (and funny)
Jesuit, visiting important sites in the life of Jesus of Nazareth.
The person at the heart of the Gospels can seem impossibly distant. Stories about his
astonishing life and ministry—clever parables that upended everyone's expectations, incredible
healings that convinced even skeptics, nature miracles that dazzled the dumbstruck disciples—
can seem far removed from our own daily lives, hard to understand, and at times irrelevant. But
in Jesus you will come to know him as Father Martin knows him: Messiah and Savior, as well as
friend and brother.
“This book is designed to be accessible to anyone—from those just starting to think about Jesus to
those who feel that they may know the topic well. It is designed for people of deep faith or no faith who want to
know about Jesus... I would like to introduce you to the Jesus I know, and love, the person at the center of my life.
Getting to know Jesus, like getting to know anyone, has been a pilgrimage.” —EXCERPT FROM INTRODUCTION

We invite you to come Monday mornings beginning January 16.
We will meet after morning Mass at 10:00am in the Cornerstone building
(NE Corner of 94th Avenue and 167th St).
A limited number of soft cover books are available for purchase.
(Feel free to obtain a book on your own.)
Please prepare for the January 16th Book Discussion by reading the following:
Introduction
Pages 1-15
Chapter 1
Pilgrims
Pages 16-25
Chapter 2
Yes
Pages 26-50

Book Cost: $12
Register and pick up a book in the Parish Office today.
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Branches
Youth Ministry
JANUARY EVENTS
SUNDAY, JAN. 8
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL
Parish Life Center
5:00pm-7:00pm
“LOTS A PASTA” SPAGHETTI DINNER
All you can eat! Spaghetti Night at VFW Post 2791,
17147 S. Oak Park Ave., Tinley Park. Bring your appetite
on Sunday, Jan. 22, from 2-6pm. Spaghetti, meat sauce,
meatballs, sausage, garlic and Italian breads plus salad.
Gluten free spaghetti also served. Coffee and tea are
complimentary. Cash bar available. Adults: $9 and
Children (under 12): $5. Proceeds are dedicated to
help local veterans and their families in need.
Marian Catholic High School
Class of 2021 Entrance Exam
Test Day Information
January 14, 2017, beginning at 8 am.
Testers are asked to arrive between
7:30-7:45 am through the Sr. M. Paul
McCaughey Leadership Center.
 Bring two sharpened #2 pencils & $25 for the test fee,
cash or check (made payable to Marian Catholic).
 Parent parking is available in the school parking lot off
Joe Orr Road, adjacent to the Leadership Center. Parents are not required to stay but are welcome to join a
brief reception with coffee and donuts in the Leadership
Center. Parents are welcome to wait for the completion
of the exam in the Sr. Mary Paul McCaughey Leadership Center if one chooses to. The exam typically runs
three to four hours.
 A make-up exam for all 8th grade students on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017. The test will begin at 8 am. Testers
are asked to arrive between 7:30-7:45 am through the
Sr. M. Paul McCaughey Leadership Center.
*(Students are only allowed to take the exam one time
and cannot take the exam at multiple schools)
Please contact Admissions Directors Tony DeCarlo
or Sean Mele with questions at 708-756-9770 or
adecarlo@marianchs.com or smele@marianchs.com.

Kyle Groves
Parish Youth/
Young Adult
Minister

SUNDAY, JAN. 15
BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL
Parish Life Center
5:00pm-7:00pm

FRIDAY, JAN. 20
CRISIS ROOMS SOCIAL
Please RSVP for more information.
SUNDAY, JAN. 22
BRANCHES MIDDLE SCHOOL
Parish Life Center — 5:00pm-7:00pm
SUNDAY, JAN. 29
BRANCHES HIGH SCHOOL
Parish Life Center — 5:00pm-7:00pm

YOUNG ADULTS
THURSDAY, JAN. 19
Young Adult Adoration and Social
@ St. Michael’s Parish — 7:00pm-10:00pm

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE
Starting in January, Branches will be playing in a High
School Volleyball League among the other churches in
the area from January to March. All 8th grade & high
school students are welcome. Games held on Sundays
& Thursdays. Practices are still to be determined.
More information to come soon.

To signup/receive information,
contact Kyle Groves at 708-403-0101 x105

or kgroves@steseton.com.
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A WILL IS A GIFT
TO THOSE YOU LOVE
A properly prepared will is a gift because it makes the
distribution of your estate very clear and eliminates
difficult decision making. If you don't have a will, the
state may obtain the right to decide what happens to
your possessions, your children, and your financial legacy. Letting the State decide may not meet your
wishes. Prepare your will now while you are not under
stress or pressure. Please join us for a workshop on
how to properly prepare your will. Meet presenter,
Thomas D. Bransfield of Bransfield & Bransfield, PC.
WHAT:
Creating a Will” workshop
WHEN:
January 18 at 7 pm
WHERE:
St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr
17500 S. 84th Ave. Tinley Park
(in the large meeting room)
Here are some of the benefits of having a proper will:
1. A will allows you to decide who gets your hard
earned assets including family, parish, parish school,
Archdiocese of Chicago, or others.
2. A will allows you to decide who will care for your
minor or special needs children.
3. A will can speed up the probate process versus
having no will.
4. A will allows you to decide who will handle the
terms of your will.
5. A will allows you to avoid greater legal challenges
versus having no will.
6. A will allows you to make changes based on changing circumstances.
7. A properly prepared will is a gift to your family because it provides clear directions on your final wishes.
CONTACT:
Deacon Joe Stalcup
708-342-2400) or e-mail
(dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com)
RSVP:
St. Stephen Parish Office at 708-342-2400
or email dcnjoe@ststephentinley.com
before January 15, 2017

Women’s Club
NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, January 17 Meeting
GREETING CARDS WORKSHOP
Parish Life Center opens at 6:30pm
Meeting begins at 7pm
We will create three beautiful designed homemade
greeting cards (Valentine’s Day, Birthday and Thinking of
You). RSVP required. If you would like to participate, the
cost will be $5. Please contact Lynn Miller at 708-4606113.

Tuesday, January 24 Meeting

Painting Party
7pm in the Parish Life Center
We will each be painting two stemless wine glasses
with a grapes motif. RSVP required. The cost is $25 per
person. Please contact President Lynn Miller to register
at 708-460-6113.

Bring a friend and come join the fun!
WOMEN'S MORNING OF REFLECTION
Celebrating Mercy in our Everyday Lives
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 10 am-1:30 pm

 The Monthly Women's Morning of Reflection includes
prayer, meditation, and time for sharing.
 Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be served.
 $20 Donation requested.
The event is hosted by Our Lady of the Angels Ministries
and takes place on the Mount Assisi Campus (13820
Main St., Lemont). Depending on the number of
attendees, the Morning of Reflection will be held in the
Our Lady of the Angels House of Prayer or the Mount
Assisi building.
RSVP by JANUARY 9 to Carrie Peters
carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net or 630-257-7844 ext 223.

2017 Golden Opportunities
Coupon Books!
Still Only $20!
Golden Opportunities Coupon
books offer local restaurants offering
discounts of 50% off for 2-for-1.
In addition, great savings at movies,
grocery stores, sporting events, and
more! Many coupons valid once a
month. And… it makes a great gift!

Available in the parish office!
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The “Angel Fund”
Each year, across the nation, Catholic schools are recognized at their home parishes at weekend
Masses and with special events at school during “Catholic Schools Week.”
This year, the celebration for Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School, our parish school, will
begin with liturgies at weekend Masses on January 28 and 29. There will be an amazing Open House
on Sunday, Jan. 29, from 1-3pm. (If you have never visited your parish school, please make it a
point to stop by!) Then, throughout the week, special events will be held at school, culminating with
Bishop Wypych celebrating our special CSW liturgy on Friday, Feb. 3, 2017. As always, we celebrate the strong
program of faith formation at CJB, our nationally-recognized blue-ribbon academics, and the selfless involvement of
students and staff in a variety of service projects.
Two years ago, CJB’s sponsoring parishes began a special collection known as the “Angel Fund.” This
collection is taken up one weekend during the year at the start of Catholic Schools Week. The Angel Fund is meant
to assist families from our sponsoring parishes who need help financially, in order to send their children to CJB.
Any donation you are able to make is greatly appreciated. This special collection will take place the weekend of
January 28 and 29. Thank you for your kindness.
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January, 2017
Dear St. Elizabeth Seton Parishioner:
We invite you to attend our Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School Open House on
Sunday, Jan. 29, from 1–3pm. Sponsored by four parishes (St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Francis
of Assisi, St. Julie Billiart, and St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr), CJB is your Pre-K through 8th
Grade Catholic parish school.
We are pleased to announce that CJB offers full-day and half-day 3-year-old and 4-year-old
Pre-K and we continue to provide full-day Kindergarten, as well! As we continue to grow, we
have so much to be proud of! Did you know that CJB was named a Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence (since 2008) by the U.S. Department of Education?! (This distinction is earned by
being in the top 15% of the nation’s schools in Reading and Mathematics, based on the
scores of nationally-normed tests.) In addition to Blue Ribbon academic excellence, our faithbased daily religious instruction, shared communal prayer and weekly Mass attendance
contribute to shaping the lives of our students. Children are also encouraged to maximize
their God-given talents by participating in extra-curricular activities, from athletics to choir to
drama club. And, in addition to these opportunities, our students volunteer their time in local
community service projects. Our school patron, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, former
Archbishop of Chicago, devoted his life to issues of social justice, peace and the sanctity of
human life. It is important to us that his legacy remains a part of CJB.
We have high expectations of Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School students. We
challenge them academically, and we strive to instill in them the Gospel values. CJB provides
a loving and nurturing environment in which children grow intellectually, spiritually, physically
and emotionally. If this is the kind of school that you would like for your child, we look
forward to welcoming you to our Open House on January 29.
Sincerely,
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D., Pastor
Mary Iannucilli, Principal

P.S. Registration for the 2017-2018 school year is OPEN now!
CJB will continue to accept applications until all spaces are filled. As a registered,
practicing parishioner, your children are eligible for enrollment at an “in-parish” rate.
(“Practicing” parishioners are Catholics who consistently attend Mass, send their children to
Religious Education or Catholic school, and support their parish with time, talent, and
treasure. This is an on-going expectation during years of enrollment at CJB. Use of parish
envelopes is expected.)
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NEXT WEEK: WHO AM I?
Next week, we hear John the Baptist call Jesus the “Lamb of God,” we are set on a
journey toward Ash Wednesday to discover who Jesus is — and who we are as well.
FIRST READING
The glory of the Lord shows through Israel, a light to all nations, that salvation may reach to the ends
of the earth (Isaiah 49:3, 5-6).
This hymn of the Suffering Servant of
Yahweh emphasizes the fact that this
unidentified figure has been chosen and sent
not just to address the needs of Israel. He
also has a mission to the nations. This term,
“the nations,” is the phrase used by the Jews

Reflections for
SECOND
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY
TIME
January 15,
2017

for the pagans who surrounded and so often
threatened them. He is to be a light to the
nations, a title that Jesus would fulfill when
He proclaimed Himself to the Light of the
World.

SECOND READING
All those who call upon the name of the Lord are called to be holy (1 Corinthians 1:1-3).
The beginning of St. Paul’s letters often give
us an indication of the problem with which
he is dealing. In these verses we see a
continuous repetition of the words “Lord
Jesus Christ.” The Corinthian community
overemphasized the role of the Holy Spirit

in their lives. They all but denied the
importance of Jesus. By referring to Jesus
over and over again, Paul is reminding the
community that Jesus is the source and the
goal of their faith.

GOSPEL
The one who comes after me, on whom the Spirit comes down and remains, is the Son of God (John 1:29-34).
John the Baptist identified Jesus as the Lamb
of God. This is a word play, for the word in
Aramaic for “lamb” is almost the same as the
word for “servant.” Jesus is both the servant

Readings for the Week
January 9 to January 14:
Mon.: Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Mt 3:13-17
Tues.: Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28
Wed.: Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39
Thurs.: Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45
Fri.:
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12
Sat.: Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17

Loving God,
You formed me
in my mother’s womb
and in baptism
anointed me
to be Your servant.
May I respond to
Your love each day
by the ways in which
I seek Your will and
then live it, even when
that is difficult.
Amen.

of God foretold in the prophet Isaiah and
the lamb whose sacrifice would obtain
forgiveness of our sins. In the Gospel of John
the Spirit descends and remains upon Jesus
in the form of a dove. Jesus, throughout His
ministry, possesses the anointing of the Spirit
of God. We hear that Jesus existed before
John the Baptist. This confirms what we
heard in the prologue to this gospel, that
Jesus already existed “in the beginning.” In
the Gospel of John, John the Baptist does not
emphasize the call to repentance. He gives
witness to the fact that Jesus is the Son of
God. His role, like our own, is to bring people
to Jesus.

REFLECTION
When someone asks “Who are you?” how do you respond? Do you give your name, your
genealogy, your religion, your hobbies, your interests, your education, your profession, your
accomplishments, your shortcomings, your strengths, your weaknesses? What do you
proclaim? Who are you? Our readings answer this implied question. Israel is God’s servant,
formed in his mother’s womb to be a light to the nations. Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ and
a preacher who proclaims God’s call to holiness. John is the baptizer who points out the Lamb
of God and testifies that Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is the Lamb and Son of God, existed
before John, will come after him, and ranks ahead of him. The Spirit descends and remains on
Jesus. As we begin Ordinary Time we are asked, “Who are you?” Baptism makes each of us a
servant of God, called to be a light to our world. Each of us is a disciple of Jesus Christ. We are
called to be holy, that is, called to be whole and grounded in the truth of both our gifts and our
weaknesses. In ordinary ways we can testify that Jesus is the Son of God if we listen for the
voice of the Holy Spirit in prayer, others, and world events. Who are you? Take some time to
answer this question in light of these readings and then respond with the psalmist, “Here I am
Lord, I come to do Your will.”
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PRAYER/OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Social Action Ministry

How we serve: Shepherd's Table Soup Kitchen in Joliet;
Sharing Parish with St. Procopius Church; Pro Life Ministry
includes: COURAGE Program, Mother’s Day Flowers For
Life; Life Chain Sunday, Diaper Drive; Respond Now Outreach; SWIFT (South West Interfaith Team); Environmental
Ministry; Speaker nights.

Seton Rosary Group
All are invited to join in praying of the Holy Rosary. We meet
each Tuesday and Thursday in the church, by our statue of
the Mary, following the 9am Mass.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is recited every Wednesday
morning in the church, following the 9am Mass.

Heart Warmers Meal Ministry
Heart Warmers is an outreach program where Seton volunteers deliver homemade meals to people of our parish community when they are experiencing times with medical,
health, new baby, recovery, or grief issues. To schedule receiving a meal or to become a meal provider contact Barb
Cristofaro at 708-349-7493 or heartwarmers-ses@att.net.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Shawls are prayerfully created, blessed, and distributed to
those who have a need for the spiritual, physical or emotional comfort. Knit or crochet in your home and/or at the
twice-monthly meetings. To become a knitter or to obtain a
shawl, call Sharon Leone at 708-226-4836.
Seton Sowers-Newborns in Need
If you knit/crochet/sew, your skills to make clothing/blankets for
premature newborn babies at the University of Illinois Hospital.
We meet monthly in the Church Hall. Donations of yarn/fabric/
baby toiletries/supplies accepted. For information/meeting
dates, contact Carol Dimer at 708-479-6994.

HOPE Employment Ministry
HOPE is open to everyone. All of our services, to both
job seekers and employers, are free. We meet the first Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall at 7pm. Our meetings
consist of networking, resume review, guest speakers and
open forums. Contact Lee Junkans at ajunkans@aol.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have a problem with alcohol and feel a sincere desire
to stop drinking, you are welcome to attend a meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) in the downstairs St. Elizabeth
Seton Church Hall on Thursdays, from 7:30-8:45pm. AA is a
fellowship of men and women who share their experience,
strength, and hope with each other so that they may solve
their common problem and help others to recover. The only
requirement is a sincere desire to stop drinking.

Families Anonymous
If your life has gone astray due to living with someone who
has a substance abuse problem, attend a Families Anonymous on Mondays from 7-8:30pm at Palos Hosp. 123rd and
80th Ave., Palos Heights (Ambulatory Care Center, Rm. 1).
Call 708-429-2507 or 708-269-9853.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Anyone within parish boundaries in need of assistance
from SVDP, may call the parish office at 708-403-0101.
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
PARISH INFORMATION

 New Parishioners We welcome new members.
All are invited to participate in the life and mission of
the parish. A complete listing of parish services and
organizations is available in the parish office and on our
parish website. Please visit the parish office to register
or obtain the registration form on the parish website.
 Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered on
Saturday, between 4:15-4:45pm.
 Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated twice
monthly at 1pm. Reserve your time by calling the parish
office Center early. Limited to six children per Sunday.
 Baptismal Preparation Couples preparing for
the birth of their child should contact the Pastoral
Center to register for a one night seminar, focusing on
a parent’s role in faith development. This session is
mandatory prior to the Baptism.
 Anointing of the Sick is available in the Church
every Monday after the 9am Mass. For those who are ill
or facing hospitalization, it is appropriate to receive the
sacrament once every six months. Call 708-403-0101
for information.
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Adults, 18 and older, who wish to become Catholic are
enrolled in a formation process (RCIA) that includes
prayer, dialogue, instruction, and introduction to the
Church’s life and values, rituals and traditions. For information call the parish office 708-403-0101.
 Ministry of Care is available to give Communion
to the housebound, to visit and pray for hospitalized
and/or to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Please
call the Pastoral Center for assistance.
 In the Hospital? Because of HIPAA Privacy regulations hospitals can no longer contact the parish regarding your hospitalization. It is the responsibility of
you or a family member to notify our parish. We desire
to offer whatever spiritual support we can. Please call
the Pastoral Center.
 Sacrament of Marriage Couples planning to
marry are asked to make arrangements six months in
advance.
 Wedding Workshops are offered throughout the
year. They provide engaged couples with guidelines
and suggestions for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Marriage. The workshop covers topics ranging from
readings and music to flowers and video taping.
 Adult Choir sings at all 10am Sunday Masses, as
well as at a number of special liturgies.
 Teen Choir sings at the 11:30am Sunday Masses.
 Moving? Please call the office at 708-403-0101.

9300 West 167th St., Orland Hills, IL
708-403-0101
www.steseton.com
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Seniors of Seton

SAINT OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENTS OF THIS YEAR
We were delightfully entertained by
“Mr. Pullman” and his narration of his
life in the development of the Pullman
area on the south side of Chicago.
I grew up in this area as a boy and
never really knew its history. I believe
we all learned and were in lighted by his
talk.
At our next meeting, Feb. 7, we will
have a “Sinatra Tribute” with James
Libera for our entertainment.

UPCOMING TRIP

SAINT ANGELA OF FOLIGNO
(1248-1309)

Trip questions or reservations please
contact Doug Benker at 708-429-4518.

Some saints show marks of holiness very early.
Not Angela!

1920’S GANGSTER MURDER MYSTERY
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017
BUCA DI BEPPO
ITALIAN RESTAURANT
15350 S 94th Ave., Orland Park
For those who have reservations, doors to
Buca de Beppo open at 11:00 AM, luncheon
at 11:30 AM. Bring your investigative power!

SAVE THE DATE
February 13, 14, 15 & 16
for another FUNDRAISER at
“ROCK BOTTOM BREWERY RESTAURANT”
Wednesday, March 1
GAELIC PARK LUNCHEON
AND ENTERTAINMENT
Thursday, March 23
POINT PARTY W/CATERING LUNCHEON
BY MARY VLAMING
WIDOWED?

Looking for ways to bring new life into your
days after the loss of your loved one?
You are invited to a retreat/workshop Jan. 21/22 at Our
Lady of the Angels House of Prayer in Lemont. Includes
overnight/meals. Limited space. Register early. Contact
joyfulagain7211@gmail.com or call 708-354-7211. View
their video on their website at:

www.joyfulagain.org

BORN OF A LEADING FAMILY IN FOLIGNO, ITALY, she
became immersed in the quest for wealth and social position. As a wife and mother, she continued this life of
distraction.
Around the age of 40, she recognized the emptiness
of her life and sought God’s help in the Sacrament of
Penance. Her Franciscan confessor helped Angela to
seek God’s pardon for her previous life and to dedicate
herself to prayer and the works of charity.
Shortly after her conversion, her husband and children died. Selling most of her possessions, she entered
the Secular Franciscan Order. She was alternately
absorbed by meditating on the crucified Christ and by
serving the poor of Foligno as a nurse and beggar for
their needs. Other women joined her in a religious
community.
At her confessor’s advice, Angela wrote her Book of
Visions and Instructions. In it she recalls some of the
temptations she suffered after her conversion; she also
expresses her thanks to God for the Incarnation of Jesus.
This book and her life earned for Angela the title
“Teacher of Theologians.” She was beatified in 1693,
and canonized in 2013.
COMMENT
People who live in the United States today can understand St. Angela’s temptation to increase her sense of
self-worth by accumulating money, fame or power.
Striving to possess more and more, she became more
and more self-centered. When she realized she was
priceless because she was created and loved by God,
she became very penitential and very charitable to the
poor. What had seemed foolish early in her life now
became very important. The path of self-emptying she
followed is the path all holy men and women must
follow.
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5:00PM

7:15AM

8:30AM

10:00AM

11:30AM

GREETERS

J. Gaskey
T. Grebenor
C. Labus
S. Labus
M. Pahl
K. Pahl
G. Roy
C. Roy
G. Roy
K. Roy
M. Roy

E. Briette
J. Esposito
C. Esposito
M. Foley
D. Krieger
B. Majer
W. McGlashan
A. McGlashan
J. Niemiec

L. Allen
C. Bannon
F. Caputo
M. Crance
R. Cubalchini
M. Cubalchini
S. Giovanazzi
O. Lopez, Jr.

D. Ahern
G. Bauman
W. Bric
J. Grant
J. Keller
D. Keller
D. Kujawa
M. Moore
M. Moore

E. Esparza
E. Esparza
M. Hattar
J. Islas
L. Islas
S. Klean
F. McCarthy
S. Potts
T. Waters
A. Waters
J. Waters

LECTORS

M. Hamilton
J. Bessette

K. Oliver

R. Hicks
C. Bannon

M. Eisenberg
P. DeWilkins

A. Kowal
P. Hambrick

ALTAR
SERVERS

C. Stroz
A. Cozzolino
A. Cozzolino

A. Scumaci
P. Lynch
P. Baggio

P. Maiolo
O. Durkin
C. Durkin

I. Flores
E. Gacek
H. Gacek

K. Soltys
J. Pala
C. Buck

EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

J. Murphy
L. Jeffrey
K. Gagliardi
P. Ihnat
M. Ihnat
C. Lundgren
T. Lundgren
AJ Kunde
D. Pott
T. Doyle
T. Hanlon
M. O’Connor

A. Bramasco
D. Ceglarski
K. Nanfeldt
A. Weishaar
N. Sasso
C. Flynn
L. Skrzypiec
D. Skrzypiec

B. Hall
K. Frese
J. Frese
R. Hicks
E. Pawlak
S. Hall
W. Dendler
J. Misiunas
J. Mantyck
K. Mantyck
A. Roti
B. Kandel

J. Eisenberg
G. Chehy
D. Pacholski
J. Krusenoski
E. O’Connor
B. Hansen
A. Grebenor
M. Schmidt
K. Petrey
K. Engraffia
C. Hayward
E. Barin
M. Fehrenbacher

J. Holmquist
C. Holmquist
M. O’Connor
K. Hall
T. Wolski
J. Bilas
S. Villegas
M. Merino
A. Talley
G. Talley

St. Elizabeth Seton Church

9300 W. 167th Street Orland Hills, IL 60487
Parish Office: 708-403-0101
WEBSITE: WWW.STESETON.COM
Religious Education: 708-403-0137
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8:30AM-4:30PM
SATURDAY: 1PM-6PM
SUNDAY: 8:30AM-1PM
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin Catholic School WEBSITE: WWW.CJBSCHOOL.ORG
708-403-6525
Principal, Mary Iannucilli Administrative Assistant, Cindy Labriola Devlin
Pastoral Staff
Rev. William T. Corcoran, Ph.D, Pastor
Rev. John Zurek, Associate Pastor
Rev. William Gubbins, Resident Priest
Rev. William T. O’Mara, Pastor Emeritus
Deacon: Frank Gildea
Deacon: Dennis (Barb) Cristofaro
Deacon: Joe (Mary) Truesdale
Liturgy Staff
Claudia Nolan, Director of Liturgy
Music Staff
Linda McKeague, Director of Music
Parish Office Staff
Donna Stolinski, Business Manager
Darlene Raila, Communications Director
Joan Nemec, Morning Receptionist
Karen Mirecki, Afternoon Receptionist
Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Kyle Groves, Director
Bruce Hall, Coordinator

Religious Education Staff
Susan Matthews, Director of Religious Education
Diana Barracca, Administration Assistant
Mary Vlaming, Secretary
Athletics
Bob Myjak, Director
Maintenance Staff
Raymond Yanowsky, Director of Maintenance
Laurie De Mik-Renn, CJB Day Maintenance Supervisor
Marie Makuch, Staff
Joseph Shake, Staff

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
9:00 am
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday:
7:15, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am

