
A devotional to accompany

The years
of our Lord

This devotional is meant to be read each day, leading up to 
Easter Sunday, in the humble hope that as you go through it, 
you will desire to know more of Jesus and open up your own 
Bible and keep going! In Jesus Christ is our hope for all true 
healing, new life and resurrection. Now’s a great time to open 
up the windows and doors of your heart and invite the Spirit 
to come in and do some spring cleaning. 

Be ready to repent and be forgiven. Be ready to be filled and 
sent out to serve Christ in ways meant just for you. God has 
made you who you are and has a path for you to follow which 
is your best possible life and brings him great glory. 

The songs in the The Years of Our Lord tell a musical biography 
of Jesus, firmly rooted in the gospels. Writing them has been 
a joyful, twenty-five year journey, which I hope blesses you as 
much as it has blessed me. 

You can purchase the album from iTunes, Amazon and other 
online music stores and listen to a song each day, or you can 
simply spend time in the devotional and skip the music.

- Peter Doerfler
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DAY 1  This, the Day

This,	the	age	of	incarna0on
This,	the	day	of	Jesus’	birth
Hid	before	the	world’s	founda0ons
Wondrous	mysteries	now	come	forth	
The	worth	He	set	aside	
To	serve,	the	manger	child,	for	us.

John 1:9-14   

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was 

in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 

recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 

receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural 

descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of graceand 

truth.

I always loved the melody of the old French carol, Bring a Torch Jeannette 

Isabella, but thought the lyrics could use some help. So one day, walking 

through a beautiful park near my home, I started working with the phrase, 

“This, the age of incarnation, this the day of Jesus’ birth.” What is the 

incarnation? It is that mysterious moment when God took on human flesh to 

save us from sin and death and restore us to Himself. The birth of Jesus marks 

the start of the age of incarnation. 

As I was walking through the park, quietly composing lyrics in my head, the 

many, many promises surrounding the birth of the Messiah started to emerge. 

His birth was the unveiling of God’s plan of salvation. His birth was the keeping 

of a promise spoken to King David that an heir would always sit on his throne. 

His birth was the answer to the riddle of how the nation of Israel would be a 

hope for all the nations. The day of Jesus’ birth marked the turning of the age. 

And today, all those who live by faith in the power of Jesus to redeem and save, 

are part of that age. Jesus has poured out his Spirit on the church, continuing 

the age of incarnation through imperfect people like us. Take time to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus Christ, not just in December, but today—right now.

Celebrate his birth in the warmth of spring, the heat of summer and the dead 

of winter. Celebrate his birth when sorrow is deep, when fear threatens, and 

when your own sinfulness seems too much. Celebrate Jesus, because in him 

you have everything you need for new birth and new life! 

My favorite five words of this song are, “O ye debtors now rejoice.” Rejoice 

today in God’s grace in the sending of his one and only Son. You, too, are part 

of the age of incarnation. Pray for his power, filling and direction today. 

This,	the	dawn	of	God’s	salva0on
This,	the	day	of	Jesus’	birth
Heir	of	David,	here	to	save	us
O	ye	debtors	now	rejoice	
The	voice	of	angels	declare	
The	choice	of	God	not	to	spare	his	Son.



A devotional to accompany

The years
of our Lord

DAY 2  The Dawning of the Age

From	the	barren	heights,	Satan	shows	me
Every	earthly	throne,	all	his	glory									
If	you’re	the	Son	of	God,	
Embrace	the	scepter’s	power
Worship	at	my	feet,	
This	can	be	your	hour

Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to 
him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the 
holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the 
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will 
command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so 
that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is 
also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took 
him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor.  “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, and 
angels came and attended him.

The beautiful, bright new age of Christ would come at tremendous cost and 

pain to himself. And here, right at the beginning of his ministry, during the 

temptation of Satan, there are hints of the suffering to come which I try to 

capture through the intensity of the verses. Satan tempts the fasting Christ 

with food, the peasant Christ with power and the faithful Christ with an 

absurb test of God’s promise to rescue him. What each of these temptations 

has in common is whether the Son of God will trust his Father, who said just 

days before at his baptism that he was well pleased with his beloved son. 

Will Jesus continue his fast, trusting in the Father to provide all he needs in 

the hunger, or will he make bread? Will Jesus prove his Sonship by 

manipulating the Father, or will he begin the long road to a death with no easy 

out? Will Jesus wait for God to place all things under his authority or rule, or 

will he take the devil’s road? 

Christ rebukes Satan, but in this brief snapshot we see what Jesus is prepared 

to endure for the sake of his children. Take hope in this today: Jesus Christ 

sympathizes with your weaknesses, he has been tempted like you are, yet is 

without sin. Hold fast to your own identity in Christ and reject the 

temptations of Satan! This song ends following the Biblical narrative, moving 

quickly into the Sermon on the Mount. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

I	feel	the	dawning	of	the	age
I	feel	the	way	my	body	breaks
I	feel	the	dawning	of	the	age
I	feel	the	way	my	body	breaks
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DAY 3  I’ve Seen the Kindness

Would	you	unchain	me?	From	the	
madness	within	Would	you	release	me?	
From	these	agents	of	sin?
Would	you	unbind	me,	un0e	me	from	
the	demons	that	cling	to	my	soul?
Christ	make	me	whole!

Mark 5:35-42

While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the 

synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher 

anymore?” Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just 

believe.” He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the 

brother of James. When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus 

saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. He went in and said 

to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but 

asleep.” But they laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took the child’s 

father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the 

child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which 

means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). Immediately the girl stood up and 

began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely 

astonished. 

Jesus’ ministry was a tremendous rush of teaching, parables, healings and 

spiritual battle, but no other miracle quite grabs my heart like the healing of 

Jairus’ daughter. I guess that’s what happens when you have three children of 

your own. As a parent, I can imagine no greater pain than losing one of my 

children, and no greater joy than receiving them back. With that story rooting 

the joy-soaked chorus of this song, the other miracles Jesus did—healing the 

blind, the leper, the diseased—build throughout the verses, all flowing from 

the kindess of God.

Every healing shows his glory, his divinity, and ultimately is a sign that shows us 

that the same man who can do the visible miracle of telling a paralytic to “take 

up his mat and walk,” can also do the invisible miracle of saying “your sins are 

forgiven.” Trust in the kindness of God, shown through Jesus Christ. Tune out 

the lies that ripple through our culture, claiming that god has lost control, 

dropped the ball, that god is angry, distant, or simply, not there. Listen instead 

to what He says of Himself, “And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, 

“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, 

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and 

forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 

unpunished…” (Exodus 34:6-8) 

Will you be miraculously healed of cancer? Possibly, but possibly not. 

However, be confident in this: like the paralytic miracle in reverse—first you 

will experience the forgiveness of your sins—and than at his return you will 

experience a new, glorified, immortal body. Take heart in this: what God has 

begun to restore now, he will finish on the final day.

I’ve	seen	the	kindness	
And	the	favor	of	the	Lord,	
I’ve	been	restored,	I’ve	been	restored,	
I	held	the	dancing	child	on	my	lap,	
He	brought	her	back
He	brought	her	back	to	me



Matthew 13:31-32

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, 
which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all 
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds come and perch in its branches.”

Matthew 7:24-27

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” When 
Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

Who do you listen to? Whose advice do you follow? Whose message influences 

you? I know it’s not really possible to put the Sermon on the Mount and all the 

parables to music, but I thought—why not see how many teachings of Jesus 

could fit comfortably in one song? So I tried! This song is a summons to “lend 

your ear”—to listen to all that Jesus has to teach. 

He taught from town to town and village to village. He taught that what’s in 

our hearts determines what comes out of our lips. He taught that the Kingdom 

of God is like a seed growing into a small tree which will feed and keep safe the 

birds of the air—and the children of God! He taught that love must include 

friends and enemies. He taught so many deep, powerful truths that explain 

who we are, why we act the way we do, and who he is. And he actually 

expected us to listen and to obey, because in obedience to Christ we find our 

truest selves and reflect God’s image. 

Jesus Christ is the foundation that stands strong when the storms of life come 

crashing in. As the bridge of this song says, “There’s never been a man like this 

whose words are truth and life. And there’s never been a God like this, who 

entered into human strife. And there’s never been a time like this, to follow 

Jesus Christ.” Today, follow Christ: Not just listening to stories, but trusting, 

reaching, following, obeying. Not in striving but in giving your life as a love-

filled response to his kindness, grace and majesty. Turn away from all voices, 

take up your cross and follow him. 
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DAY 4  Lend Your Ear

Lend	your	ear,	to	the	things	of	the	Lord
Like	will	he	find	faith	when	he	returns?
Will	your	lamp	last?	Will	it	burn?
Lend	your	ear	to	the	things	of	the	Lord
Like	you	only	need	faith	of	a	0ny	seed
And	the	kingdom	of	God	is	a	mighty	tree

Where	all	the	birds	and	all	that	grows	
find	shelter	under	its	repose
Build	your	life	on	a	firm	founda0on
Abandon	all	of	your	crea0ons
When	the	0de	breaks	and	your	world	
shakes	…	there	is	hope
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DAY 5  Become Like Us

There	once	was	a	man	
Who	was	robbed	and	was	beaten
Do	you	understand	that	the	man	they	
mistreated	was	me?	
Was	me?

Mark 10:17-22

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before 
him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Why 
do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 
You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not 
defraud, honor your father and mother.’” “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I 
have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing 
you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven.Then come, follow me.” At this the man’s face fell. 
He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Do you live by faith, or do you live by the rules? In the gospels, Jesus has two 

encounters with two different men who both asked the same, exact question: 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life.” One man was the rich, young ruler of 

Mark 10, the other was an expert in Jewish Torah (law), as told in Luke 10. 

What struck me was how in each response, Jesus first summarized the law, 

each man said, essentially, “Yes, of course,” but then Jesus pushed them further. 

Jesus pushed them to a place they were afraid to go: love for the poor, abused 

and abandoned. He pushed them into living by faith, not simply by the rules. 

And as if that wasn’t enough, what really struck me was the Parable of the 

Sheep and the Goats where Jesus teaches that “whatever you have done to the 

least of these brothers of mine, you have done to me.” (Matthew 25:40)  Who 

was the hurt man, left for dead on the road in the story of Luke 10? It was 

Christ the King. Who was the poor person in need of the rich young ruler’s 

money and help in the encounter from Mark 10? It was Christ the King. 

“Behold,” I felt Scripture say, “Jesus of Nazareth has become like us.” And not 

just like any of us, but like the weakest of us, the poorest of us. We often 

consider with gratitude and awe the humiliation Christ endured in coming to 

earth from the glories of heaven. But, Christ’s humiliation goes even further, 

because in identifying love for the poor with love for him, he places himself at 

the very bottom of human society. 

We have an amazing Savior. We serve an amazing God. Take time to thank 

God for the love of Christ as you finish reading this. And take time to pray for 

God to open your heart and mind to serving the poor, abused and abandoned, 

to live by faith in the darkest places of this world, knowing that in serving 

them you serve Christ.

Behold,	Jesus	of	Nazareth
Behold,	the	heavenly	son	has	
Become	like	us
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DAY 6  King of the Moment

And	Jesus	rides	through	the	cheers,	
	“Hosanna!”	rings	in	his	ears.
But	in	his	heart,	he’s	torn	with	pain,		
for	shouts	of	joy	will	turn	to	rage,	
when	those	close	by	deny	his	name						

Matthew 21:1-11

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at 
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them right away.” This took place to fulfill what was 
spoken through the prophet: “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to 
you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” The 
disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey 
and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and 
those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When 
Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Do you worship Jesus in the moment, or always? The Triumphal Entry of Jesus 

into Jerusalem marks the shift from a ministry of teaching, healing and 

traveling throughout Israel—to offering his life as the sacrifice that would 

restore all the elect to the Father. The crowds rejoiced in his presence, but a 

few days later cried for his crucifixion. You probably don’t move to those 

extremes, but how quickly do you shift from worshipping to blaming God and 

doubting his love and wisdom? 

Isaiah prophesied in chapter 40:1-2, “Comfort, comfort, my people, says your 

God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service 

has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from 

the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” This is the basis for the lyrics in the 

chorus (not to mention one of my favorite verses in the Bible!)

Receive the comfort of God today! Let his comfort fill you with hope and 

strength. Remember that he came, knowing he would be sacrificed, because he 

loves you. The cross and the willing atonement of Jesus is the ultimate reason 

for knowing that in our suffering, God’s comfort is real.

After Jesus entered the city, he overturned the tables with extortionary, 

money-changers, and then, in a very powerful moment he summoned the 

Pharisees to himself. The time had now come for God to take the vineyard of 

Israel out of their care—for they had proven careless—and give it to new 

caretakers who would bear fruit for the kingdom of God. That’s where the 

songs ends and the road to the cross begins.

Comfort,	Comfort,	O	my	people.
Comfort,	Comfort,	O	my	people
I	come	as	a	servant	to	bear	your	shame
The	king	of	the	moment’s	
The	Lamb	you’ll	slay
But	I’ll	be	your	atonement	anyway
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DAY 7  Vineyard Song

He	leT	the	tower,	destroyed	the	press
A	wasteland	for	the	wolves	instead
Thorns	and	briars,	muck	and	mire
Vineyard	gone,	no	survivors

Luke 20:9-19

He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it 
to some farmers and went away for a long time. At harvest time he sent a 
servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. 
But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. He sent another 
servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away 
empty-handed. He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 
“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, 
whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’ “But when the tenants saw him, 
they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and kill 
those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, 
they said, “God forbid!” Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is 
the meaning of that which is written: “‘The stone the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone’? Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to 
pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” The teachers of the law and 
the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they 
knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.

This is one of the few parables (The Parable of the Tenants) that occurs in the 

gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. Throughout the Bible, especially in 

Isaiah 5, the nation of Israel was referred to as a vineyard. The leaders of Israel 

were charged with tending and caring for the vineyard, and offering up the 

fruit of righteousness and obedience to Yahweh—the Holy One of Israel. But 

they had gone off course, long before this. The earlier proof was that they 

rejected the prophets. The final straw was that they rejected the Son. It’s 

interesting to imagine a scenario where the leaders of Israel submit joyfully to 

the teachings of Jesus, give up their power willingly and welcome him as the 

King he was. But that didn’t happen. Instead, they tested him, taunted him, 

conspired against him and ultimately killed him. 

Why? Why did they resist him so forcefully? Because they were threatened by 

his teaching and his popularity. They were worried that the people would side 

with him. They were worried that he might stir up an uprising that the ever-

present Roman Empire would come and decisively crush—not only putting 

down the uprising, but kicking them out of the place of power and putting 

people in capable of “keeping the peace.” But they also killed him because this 

was the Father’s plan: the sacrifice of the Son.

Don’t resist the power of Christ to direct and rule your life, or you too will be 

crushed by the cornerstone. Instead, receive Christ, and as Jesus says, “Abide in 

me and you will bear much fruit.”

O	the	vineyard	of	the	Lord	is	Jacob’s	house
He	looked	for	good	but	they	locked	it	out
He	looked	for	jus0ce,	he	looked	for	love
But	he	only	heard	the	cries	of	blood
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DAY 8  The Way My Body Breaks

I	am	the	cup.	Poured	out	for	you.
I	am	the	bread.	Broken	in	two.
I’ve	washed	your	feet.	Do	as	I	do.
I’ve	given	all	of	me,	to	make	you	new.

Luke 22:14-22

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said 
to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among 
you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.”

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, 
after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you. But the hand of him who is going to betray 
me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. 
But woe to that man who betrays him!” 

Here, during the Passover feast, Jesus makes clear the meaning of his coming 
crucifixion: he is our atonement. In fact, if we didn’t have this account, if these 
passages were erased from the gospels, we wouldn’t really know why Jesus was 
crucified (at least, not by reading the gospels). So, it seemed critical that this 
scene be included in, The Years of Our Lord. 

I have been taking the Lord’s Supper for over thirty years. Each time I eat the 

bread and drink the wine, I’m called to remember this night, to participate by 

faith in this night and taste God’s grace—God’s inexplicable kindness—given 

in the sending of his Son, Jesus Christ. Ultimately, this meal and all it means 

begs one question: Do I need to be forgiven by God? Not my spouse, not my 

neighbor, boss, or some foreign dictator, but me. Do I need to be forgiven by 

God? Everything that matters in this life hangs on this question. And in this 

meal, the question is answered powerfully and simply: Yes, I do. 

Have you sought God’s forgiveness and given your life to him? If not, this is 

your day to bow before the mighty Creator of the universe, fully aware of your 

failings and the utter impossibility of living a perfect life, and repent. Let your 

prayer be this: “Lord God, forgive me for my sins and wandering from you. 

Lord God, forgive my apathy and rejection of your ways. Forgive me of all the 

false idols and saviors I have followed, whether they be money, popularity, love 

or other gods, and Jesus Christ, be my Savior! Spirit of the living God, fill my 

soul today and receive me into your kingdom, I pray. Amen.” 

If you prayed to receive and follow Christ today, then you are a new creation. 

You are truly starting a new life. Join a fellowship of believers in a local church 

and learn the ways of Christ. God has a whole new life for you.

I	feel	the	dawning	of	the	age
I	feel	the	way	my	body	breaks



A devotional to accompany

The years
of our Lord

DAY 9  Barabbas

But	there	he	hangs,	all	the	same
SilhoueWe,	of	all	my	shame
I	roam	the	shadows,	hold	my	breath	
Afraid	to	turn,	afraid	to	run,	
Afraid	unless,	he	sees	Barabbas	

Matthew 27:11-26

Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?”” You have said so,” Jesus replied. When he was 
accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate 
asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” But 
Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of 
the governor.

Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen 
by the crowd. At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was 
Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which 
one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
the Messiah?” For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed 
Jesus over to him.

While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream because of him.” But the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. “Which 
of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” 
they answered. “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has he 
committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” All the people 
answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” Then he released Barabbas 
to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

This was the first song written. I was a senior in high school back in Millburn, 

New Jersey, and Pastor David Miner was preaching about Barabbas. While he 

was preaching one line fixed in my head: “you can call me Barabbas.” He didn’t 

say those exact words, but somehow that idea stuck with me, because 

Barabbas represents all of us. We are the true guilty parties—the ones that can 

live precisely because Christ died. And I started to wonder, what would it have 

been like to be Barabbas? Did he know anything of Jesus? Did others tell him 

later? Did he know that an amazingly Godly preacher, teacher and healer had 

been killed in his place. If he knew any of this, it seemed the only emotion he 

could really feel is shame and fear of divine revenge. Yet, Christ came for 

people just like Barabbas. He came to seek and save the lost. He came to heal 

the sick. Your sins are real, and your shame may be valid—but don’t stay there. 

Come to Jesus Christ as you are, sick, wounded and ashamed. Confess your 

sins and sorrows to him. Feel his healing touch through the presence of his 

Spirit. He died to set us free from enslavement to sin and the punishment of 

hell. Let thanksgiving flow through your soul for the one who came forward, 

meek and quiet as a lamb, to be slaughtered in your place. 

You	can	call	me	Barabbas						
You	can	call	me	Barabbas					
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DAY 10  On That Night

I	suppose,	this	is	what	its	like.
To	wake	up	to	the	crowing,	knowing	my	life,
Ended	last	evening	by	campfire’s	light.
“Weren’t	you	the	one?	Didn’t	you	belong?		
In	the	olive	grove?”	“No!	No!	No!”
Suddenly	somebody	speaks.

Mark 15:42-47

It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening 
approached, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who 
was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked 
for Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. 
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he 
learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. So 
Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, 
and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw 
where he was laid.

On That Night is not based on a particular Scripture, but is a creative imagining 

of what it would have been like the night before the resurrection. It is 

foremost about the Apostle Peter and his experience of shame and betrayal … 

but it is about us, too. 

Based on the resurrection accounts, it seems the disciples were all together,—

possibly also with the women who tended the body of Jesus. So, I wondered, 

what would they have said? Who would be hopeful, remembering the 

promises, the miracles that showed Christ’s true power and glory? And would 

be despairing, caught up in their doubts, failings and misgivings?

You have nights like this. You have nights when hope seems extinguished and 

God’s plans seem completely shipwrecked in the tragedies and chaos of this 

life. On those nights you must hold fast to the eternal promises of God, and to 

the divine power of Jesus Christ. The eternal promises are that ultimately, 

every wrong will be righted, every tear wiped away, and every faithful disciple 

of Jesus welcomed into the everlasting kingdom of God—never to be separated 

from God’s love, power and presence. And the divine power of Jesus gives us 

hope unlike other people, because we know that our road will include 

suffering, but that suffering will never be wasted. God is using suffering in our 

lives—just as in Christ—to mature us and complete us.

Are you suffering or walking alongside someone who is? Come with all your 

pain to the one who knows pain—Jesus Christ. Lay down your fears, cry your 

tears, and receive from Christ. Receive power and hope. Receive love and 

peace. Don’t get stuck like Peter, trapped in your shame and sin. Don’t get 

caught like Thomas, in a web of doubt and unbelief. Rise up, instead like Mary

—and like Mary go to the empty tomb and witness the defeat of death and the 

hope of all people for forgiveness with God. For there, the love of God is 

proven, in flesh and blood, for all the world to see and believe.

“Remember	the	day	
When	he	walked	on	the	water?”
“And	remember	the	day	
He	made	wine	from	the	water?”
”And	who	can	forget	
Jairus’s	daughter?”	Peter	…	Peter
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DAY 11  Arise

On	the	mercy	seat,	lay	the	linens.
For,	O	mighty	death,	has	lost	his	s0ng!
And	the	King	of	Kings,	liTs	His	trumpet
Brings	it	to	lips	and	lets	it	ring!

John 20:1-8

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So 

she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, 

and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know 

where they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the 

tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did 

not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 

tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been 

wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from 

the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 

inside. He saw and believed.

Ephesians 5:14-15

“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Be very 
careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise…”

Salvation is found here! The empty tomb is the reason I believe that my sins 

are forgiven by God: his Son took my penalty. The empty tomb is the reason I 

believe that salvation and eternal life are found only in Jesus Christ. It makes 

no sense at all to surrender your life and receive as your Lord and Savior a dead 

man (not to be confused by being influenced by dead men and women—that is 

normal and happens all the time), but that’s not what saving faith is. Saving 

faith isn’t being influenced by Jesus Christ to think or act a certain way, when 

you think the situation calls for it. Saving faith is surrender. It is trusting in the 

sacrifice of Christ as your sacrifice and the resurrection of Christ as your 

resurrection. New life, abundant life, eternal life. All of this is yours in Christ. 

This song, along with Barabbas and King of the Moment were written years ago 

and formed the original core of this project. I remember being very 

overwhelmed by the idea of trying to write a song that came even close to the 

most profound moment the world has ever seen, yet went ahead anyway, 

because I couldn’t stop the story at the cross. Let your heart be filled with the 

explosive joy of the resurrection and the waking up of the world to all the new 

possibilities found in Jesus Christ! Rejoice in what God has done. Praise Him, 

Praise Him, Praise Him! Friends, to you, I say, as Paul did: “Wake up, sleeper, 

rise from the dead and Christ will shine on you…” Are you asleep or tired in 

your faith? Wake up! Be filled with the light of Christ—the hope of the 

resurrection! Wake up! Rise from the deadness of sin and laziness and Christ 

will shine the light of His power in you, so that you may witness to him.

Arise,	you	sleeper!		
Arise,	you	sleeper!		
Arise,	you	sleeper!
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DAY 12  So Send I You

So	send	I	you	into	the	world,	
To	raise	a	banner	now	unfurled
Declaring	love	and	saving	faith	
In	every	town,	to	every	race

John 20-19-23

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 

they are not forgiven.”

Jesus was sent by the Father to seek and save the lost. His mission was 

complete. His life had been laid down, justice was rendered, and love and 

mercy were released into the world in an entirely new way. But how can people 

believe in Jesus if they haven’t heard? How can they obey him if they don’t 

understand his ways? So, as the Father had sent the Son, the Son now sends his 

disciples. He sent men and women into a world just like ours. It was a world 

filled with sinful people, looking for happiness, power, joy, love, life and hope—

capable of inspiring acts of love, and atrocious cruelty. Jesus sends us, too. 

He commands us to go among the rich and the poor, the Chinese, Americans, 

Iraqis, Africans, Mexicans and Americans—armed not with arguments, but 

with the Spirit, the gospel and love! As it says elsewhere in the Bible, “His 

banner over me is love.” Let those colors fly.

As you go, you will be confronted, you will be opposed, you will suffer and be 

abused for following Christ: count it joy to be treated like him. That means 

you are in the battle—not with people, but with Spiritual principalities, powers 

and rulers. It can sound scary—but it’s not, because the Spirit of God goes 

with you and is for you—for all authority rests in Christ. To be sent like Christ 

means also that we go in humility, with hearts of compassion and love for the 

“least of these”, and are committed to loving this world and seeking God’s best 

for it. Lastly, it also means we go expectantly. 

Expect to see God move through you. Expect to lead people to saving faith. 

Expect to see that when you live by faith, things work in ways you could never 

imagine or predict! Go for God in your workplace—pushing the boundaries of 

the kingdom into the arena of capitalistic America. Go for God at home in the 

raising of your children. Go for God wherever he sends you. Go in prayer, trust 

and tremendous expectation that when God is for us … who can be against us?

Originally, The Years of Our Lord, finished with a different song, but I decided it 

just didn’t fit. So Send I You, honors the gospel story to heed the charge that  

Jesus gave all of his followers. We’ve been sent, so let’s go!

For	I	must	go	prepare	a	place	
Where	the	miracle	of	grace
Is	making	all	things	new


