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Notes

Contact Information
Wesley Christian Academy

950 7th Street
Clermont, Fl. 34711

Preschool Office:

352-394-0191
—Ext. 601-Ms. Beth B.
—Ext. 604-Ms. Beth R.

Church Office:
Fax:

352-394-2412
352-394-4899

Director of Administration:
Email:

Beth Bernoska
b.bernoska@FUMC-Clermont.org

Director of Student Education:
Email:

Beth Reed
b.reed@FUMC-Clermont.org

Assistant Directors:

Becky Kuykendall
Lynne Beirnes
wca@fumc-clermont.org

Email:

Director of Children’s Ministry/Chapel Teacher:
Beth Reed
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Doug Kokx
Pastor of Congregational Care:
Rev. Dawn Carter
The Wesley Christian Academy admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of color, race,
national and ethnic origin in administration of it’s education policies, scholarship programs,
and other administered programs.

www.FUMC-Clermont.org
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License Number: C05LA0064
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Note From the Directors
Dear Academy Families,
We would like to thank you for choosing Wesley Christian Academy. We

look forward to getting to know you and your child. Our highly qualified staff
has worked to develop opportunities for your child to learn what God’s love
can bring to their lives, and to give them the educational experiences that will
enable them to be successful in their academic advancements.
Our mission is to provide a Christ centered, loving, nurturing and safe
environment where students have the opportunity to develop cognitively,
emotionally, physically, socially and spiritually to the best of their abilities.

Our goal is to provide a Christ centered, creative, developmentally
appropriate curriculum that will address each child’s individual needs.
Our philosophy is a hands-on learning environment that develops the
skills necessary to help a child develop a love for learning and the self-esteem
to become an independent thinker and a follower of Christ.
We hope you will find the information in this handbook to be informative and helpful. Please keep the handbook and use it as a reference through-

out the school year.

God Bless!
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A letter from our Pastors
First United Methodist Church
950 7th Street, Clermont, FL, 34711,
(352) 394-2412
Email: d.kokx@FUMC-Clermont.org

WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY!
We are so excited you will be joining our FUMC family as your child becomes part of
Wesley Christian Academy. Our church and the school have a great desire to not only care for your children but also
provide your entire family with experiences that will possibly change your lives!
Many of our young families enjoy our contemporary worship services and find they provide fresh and
exciting ways of encountering God. We hope, if you do not have a church home, you will attend one of our services.
The worship times for contemporary worship are Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. – for traditional worship it’s Sunday
at 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (child-care and children’s programs are available during the 9:30 and 11:00 services.)
During the past few years our church has seen phenomenal growth among young families. Throughout this
school year there will be many opportunities for your family to enjoy programs that are not only fun and meaningful
but will allow you the privilege to connect with other families. As you make new friends through the church and
school you will build a network of people who love you and will be there to help if you ever have a need.
Again, Welcome to Our Church Family! As the senior pastor of this wonderful church I want you to know
that I am always available to you should you or your family have special needs. I look forward to meeting you soon.

Donations
WCA is a non-profit Christian organization that depends on all funds collected. Throughout
the year the teachers will post specific needs for classroom donations. The WCA newsletter
will also let parents know school needs throughout the year and you can see the school website for details about Spirit Nights to help with school fundraising. Thank you in advance for
your help.

Mission Projects
During the year we teach the children that Jesus cared and loved his neighbors. We provide
opportunities for the children to participate in several mission projects that allow them to see
the importance of caring for each other.

Pastor Doug Kokx
Senior Pastor

Curriculum Specials

___________________________________________________________________________________

Each week your children have the opportunity to participate in Chapel Time where they will
Dear Parents,
We can’t tell you how blessed we are that you have chosen our First United Methodist Church Wesley Christian Academy as your child’s school.
Please know you are not on this journey alone. You have an entire church family who prays for you and your child daily and we are blessed to partner
with you during these critical years of your child’s spiritual development. Our church’s mission statement is to: “Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World” and we are intentional about carrying out this mission through our relationship with our Academy, beginning with our
youngest disciples.
We want to help you grow in your relationship with Christ any way we can. Whether you attend church here or elsewhere, you are also a part of
the First United Methodist Church Family and we want you to feel welcome to come and worship with us any time and be a part of the ministries here at
First. If you have not yet found a church home or are still seeking for a place where you can worship our Living God, then we want to invite you to
worship right here with us! Your children will continue connecting to Christ on “The Path” (at 9:30am and 11am), our children’s ministry just for them!
In addition, we care for your family and are here for you at anytime. If you have any prayer requests or spiritual needs, please email us as
wecare@FUMC-Clermont.org or call the church office at 352-394-2412. Celebrate Recovery Ministry (worship service followed by genderspecific open share small groups) is on Thursday at 7pm in the Sanctuary. It is a ministry to help you deal with all of life’s issues: your
hurts, habits, and hang-ups! Free nursery and childcare will be provided.
Thank you for allowing us to be a positive influence on your child’s Christian growth. We take the responsibility of teaching your child in a
Christian environment seriously. We are clear that God’s heart for First United Methodist Church and Wesley Christian Academy is to touch as many as we
can with the love of Jesus. Please contact us anytime if we can further assist you on your family’s Spiritual Journey with Christ!

learn about the love of our Lord and Savior through exploring the Bible and worshiping
through songs and prayer.
The children will also learn about music through various genres and activities that will stimulate brain functions and enhance their motor skills during our Music and Movement Class

with Ms. Krista.
Our Spanish Class with Ms. Peggy allows children to be engrossed in another language
through planned lessons. They are based on the second language learners principles and
explored through music and motor skills that enhance brain development.
Science with Ms. Kym will explore the world God created through hands-on instruction,
including planting, observing, harvesting and even tasting a variety of plants from our growing towers.

Blessings,

Reverend Dawn Carter
Pastor of Congregational Care
4
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Prayer and Bible Lessons
Prayer is an important part of our day. The children are encouraged to pray before each
meal, for each other and for persons we don’t know. No child is forced to pray , but they are
expected to be respectful of these special moments with God.
Our Bible lessons are included in Chapel Time and classrooms to expose children to the wonderful word of God.
Throughout our school year we will teach the children the
importance of being an outreach to others in the community through mission projects.
“Train up a child in the way he should go and

Hours of Operation
Wesley Academy Preschool Hours:

Monday-Friday

8:45-1:45

Wesley Academy Elementary Hours:

Monday-Friday

8:30-2:30

Office Hours:

Monday-Friday

8:15-3:00

The school day is planned with lots of activity and no time to recreate lessons that are missed. Please have
your child to their class on time.

when he is old, he will not part from it.”
-Proverbs; 22:6

FUMC Worship Services

You Can Help






Contemporary Services: 9:30 a.m. (Sunday)

All children need a complete change of clothes at school. The clothes need to be appropriate for the season, each piece labeled with your child’s name and put in a large size
Ziploc bag. To develop your child’s independence please send clothes that allow them to
dress themselves.

Youth Services: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00p.m. (Sunday)
Wednesday Night Dinners 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Please do not allow your child to bring toys to school except on days designated for sharing. Toy weapons are not allowed at anytime.

Communicate with the front office and your child’s teacher. Let us know when phone
numbers, email address, home addresses or any emergency information changes, or if
your child is experiencing some change at home. This helps us do a better job of meeting
your child’s needs.



Check your child’s folder daily for notes from your child’s teacher, field trip notices,
announcements from the office and beautiful artwork .



Please refrain from distracting the staff. Teachers will be happy to set up a conference
time to discuss issues you may have at an appropriate time.



For the safety of your children please never allow them to go up the stairs to class alone.
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Traditional Services: 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. (Sunday)

Media Policy
Wesley Christian Academy curriculum limits the use of television to Director approved DVD’s.
Children are only allowed educational media.
All pictures/videos taken by the staff or administration are used to enhance curriculum,
church worship services and WCA events, and yearbooks. Your enrollment form contains a
video/ photography release required by WCA and is in line with our church’s safe sanctuary
policies.
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School Year Calendar 2016-2017
August 10th

First Day of School (3 day/Elementary Classes)

August 11th

First Day of School ( 2 day/PALS Classes)

September 5th

Academy Closed (Labor Day)

September 8th

Make Up Day All 3-day VKP Classes (Thurs)
No PALS classes

October 17th

Academy Closed

November 11th

Academy Closed (Veteran’s Day)

November 21st-25th

Academy Closed (Thanksgiving Holiday)

December 22nd-January 3rd

Academy Closed (Christmas Break)

January 4th

Welcome Back (3 day/Elementary Classes)

January 5th

Welcome Back (2 day/PALS Classes)

January 16th

Academy Closed (MLK, Jr. Day)

January 19th

Make Up Day All 3-day VPK Classes (Thurs)
No PALS Classes

February 20th

Academy Closed

March 13-17th

Academy Closed (Spring Break)

March 20th

Academy Closed

April 14th

Academy Closed

May 23th

Last Day of School (2-day Classes)

May 24th

Last Day of School (3-day & Elementary Classes)
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Events and Special Days
Meet the Teacher (3 day/Elementary Classes)

August 8th

10:30-11:30

Meet the Teacher (2 day Classes)

August 9th

10:30-11:30

Family Chapel Service (2 day & Elementary)

August 23rd

8:50am

Family Chapel Service (3 day)

August 24rd

8:50am

Individual Pictures (3 day Classes)

Oct.5th

Individual Pictures (2 day/Elementary Classes)

Oct. 6th

Fall Festival ( 2 day/Elementary Classes)

Oct. 27th

9:00am

Fall Festival (3 day Classes)

Oct. 28th

9:00am

Thanksgiving Feast (2 day/Elementary Classes)

Nov. 17th

10:30-12:00

Thanksgiving Feast (3 day Classes)

Nov. 18th

10:30-12:00

Christmas Play

Dec. 21th

6:30pm

Elementary Open House

January 24th 6:00pm

Wacky Wednesday/Book Drive (3 day Classes)

March 1st

Wacky Thursday/Book Drive (2 day/Elementary Classes) March 2nd
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9:00-11:30
9:00-11:30

Class Pictures (3 day Classes)

March 8th

Class Pictures (2 day/Elementary Classes)

March 9th

Family Chapel Service (2 day & Elementary)

April 4th

8:50am

Family Chapel Service (3 day Classes)

April 5th

8:50am

VPK & Elementary Graduation Pictures

TBD

Easter Egg Hunt (3 day classes)

April 12th

Easter Egg Hunt (2 day & Elementary Classes)

April 13th

Daddies Dessert

April 25th

6:30pm

Mother’s Day Celebration (2 day & Elementary Classes) May 4th

9:15am

Mother’s Day Celebration ( 3 day Classes)

May 5th

9:15am

Staff Appreciation Week

TBD

Elementary Awards

May 23rd

9:30pm

VPK Graduation Ceremony

May 24th

6:30pm
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Illness Policy
Please keep your child home if he or she has any of the following symptoms:


Rash



Fever of 100.4 or higher



Diarrhea or Vomiting



Flu and cold symptoms



Pink eye



Lice or Nits

When you are contacted to pick up your child due to illness, you must do so immediately
(within one hour).
A child who must be sent home due to illness must automatically be kept home the
following day. They may not return until they have been off of fever reducing
medication and free of fever for 24 hours.
If your child should require medication to be administered during the school day, you must:




Fill out a “Permission to Medicate Form” at the front desk.
Check in the medicine at the front desk each day.
Send in the medicine clearly labeled with the child’s name and in its original container.

Never send medication, vitamins, or hand sanitizer in your child’s lunch box or backpack.
A child found to have head lice, whether nits or live bugs, will be sent home immediately.
The child may return to school when no nits or lice are present.
In case of an accident or an emergency, we will attempt to notify the designated parent or
guardian immediately. If we cannot reach you, we will continue down the list indicated on
the emergency information section of your registration packet.
If we believe emergency treatment is necessary, the child will be taken to the nearest
Emergency facility.

8
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VPK Absentee Policy
All students participating in the Florida Voluntary Pre-K Program
must attend school regularly.
All students are required to complete their 540 hours. The law is written that in order to receive funds for the duration of the school year students must complete the last day of school.
The VPK program only pays until the last day the child has attended. If your child misses the
last day of school you will be billed the tuition that was declined to the school. All fees must
be paid in full in order to participate in the graduation ceremony.
Absentee policy : A child must attend 80% of the school year in order to maintain their
funding. Absences must not exceed 21 days for all students. Notes are not required and the
law states that there are no extenuating circumstances.
Please have your child to school on time. Classes begin at 8:45 a.m. If a child arrives 15
minutes after class begins they are considered tardy. If your child receives 3 tardies they will
be given an absence. Non– compliance of the attendance policy will result in the loss of
your VPK funding.
If you should lose your funding or misuse this privilege you will be required to pay a $110
registration fee, a $75 supply fee and the tuition owed to the school in order to remain a
student of Wesley Christian Academy.
All VPK Parents/Guardians are required to sign in at the time of arrival. Each month you
are required by Florida law to sign a “Student Attendance and Parental Choice Certificate” showing the days attended/absent. Please remember this is your responsibility
and part of the requirements for the preschool to receive funds.
WCA reserves the right to dismiss a student that does not follow the guidelines set by
the state of Florida and the WCA policies.

The following are make up dates that should be attended by all 3-day VPK students.
September 8th (Thursday)

24
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January 19th (Thursday)

Tuition Policy
Our registration fees and tuition monies are used to provide the best staff, supplies and
equipment possible. We are a self-supporting, non-profit organization.


Tuition is divided into 10 monthly payments from August through May. Your first payment is due on the first day of school. The remaining payments are due by the 10th of
each month. Payment not received by the 10th will be assessed a late fee of $5.00 a day
until the 30th of the month. If all fees (tuition , PALS and Global Adventures Program
are not received and paid in full by the 30th your child(ren) will not be permitted to
attend until tuition is paid in full.



A late fee is charged for each child who is picked up after the scheduled dismissal time.
There is a $15.00 charge for the first ten minutes, plus $1.00 a minute for each additional
minute. Please be considerate of our staff; prompt pickup is appreciated.



Accounts will be charged $10.00 for checks returned for any reason other than bank
error. The returned check as well as the fee must be paid by cash or money order. If more
than two checks are returned, cash only payments will be required for the duration of the
school year.
Termination of services requires a two week written notice or two weeks payment.



If space is to be reserved for a child, all fees must be paid whether or not the child attends. This includes illness, vacations and holidays. Tuition may be paid by cash or check
payable to WCA or by our Electronic Payment Transfer.

Termination of Service
All policies and procedures outlined in this handbook are designed to ensure the best possible school experience for our students. Any refusal to comply with the policies and procedures of Wesley Christian Academy risks termination of services. Any students or family
members that risk the safety of the our students or staff risk termination of services.

10
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PALS Policy


Perfecting All Learning Skills is a Tuesday/ Thursday option for our 3-day VPK students, and our 3-day, 3 year olds after they reach the age of 4.



Hours 8:45-1:45pm



$24.00 a day to be billed at the end of the month. A $25.00 annual registration fee is due
at the time of use or pre-registration. All tuition policies follow the same guidelines as
previously noted.



Pre-registration will be offered on a yearly ,monthly, or weekly basis depending on availability. You may email or stop by the office to reserve your days.



Cancellation: If you have pre-registered, a 24 hour notice is required in order to avoid being billed. It is important for staffing reasons that we know the number of children who
are attending.



The daily schedule will consist of curriculum that will enhance our students regular class
days.



The curriculum will be based on a literary author study.



Your child will need a bottle of water , a healthy morning snack and a lunch brought from
home, a back pack and change of clothes on the day they attend.



Teacher to student ratio for PALS will not exceed 1:7.

GAP Policy
Global Adventurers Program is for after-school care from the end of your child’s WCA program day until 4:00pm. This is only available to students releasing at 1:45 or later and is an
annual contract. A non-refundable $25 registration fee per family is due at time of enrollment. All tuition policies follow the same guidelines as previously read. A two week paid
and written notice to the Director is needed to withdraw a child from program.
Preschool hours are from 1:45-4:00pm. Rates are as follows:
1 day per week
$15 per child
2 days per week
$25 per child
3 days per week
$30 per child
5 days per week
$40 per child
Elementary hours are from 2:30-4:00pm (Wednesday 2:00-4:00pm). Rages are as follows:
1 day per week
$10 per child
2 days per week
$18 per child
3 days per week
$25 per child
5 days per week
$32 per child
22
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Lunch and Snacks
Please feed your child a nutritious breakfast before arriving at school.


Parents will need to provide a bottle of water and a healthy morning snack.



Parents are required to provide a nutritious lunch and beverage. (No candy/soda is
permitted). Please do not send Sippy cups, glass containers, or items that require
refrigeration or heating.





Elementary Assessments
Terra Nova is an aptitude test provided by the ACSI publisher-Purposeful Design. Terra Nova
will be administered once a year to ensure students are meeting standards. Wesley Christian
Academy uses McGraw-Hill Reading Wonders Curriculum, which includes the crucial reading
program components, plus a Reading/Writing Workshop which is key to unlocking the State
Standards and their rigorous expectations. It is built from the ground up to help each child

Meal time is a learning opportunity. Children learn to eat in a designated amount of time,
open packaging, and begin with their most healthy food items first.

achieve their goals with the necessary scaffolding and support for teachers and students. We

Suggested lunch box choices: Sandwiches, rolled lunch meat, cheese cubes, carrot sticks,
raisins, apple slices, cucumber slices, ranch dressing, yogurt, and teddy grahams.

matics. It involves teaching a new mathematical concept every day and constantly reviewing

Due to severe peanut allergies some classes may be designated peanut free classrooms.
You will receive notification if your child’s classroom must be peanut free.

also incorporate Saxon Math, which is a teaching method for incremental learning of matheold concepts. It splits the day’s work evenly between practicing the new materials and reviewing previous concepts.
For elementary assessment detail, please refer to the Kindergarten and First Grade
Promotional Academic Criteria 2016-2017, received at the beginning of school.

Academy Dress Codes

Celebrations and Birthdays
We are a Christian Academy that celebrates the joy of Jesus’ life. Our celebrations are
geared to highlight events and support our curriculum.


Teachers will post any donations and volunteer requests before each event.



All food donations must be from a USDA approved facility.



If you are unable to attend please make arrangements to have your items brought in or
your volunteer position covered.



Volunteers must sign in at the front desk. At no time are volunteers allowed to be alone
with the children. Adults: Please use the adult designated bathroom on the first floor by
the office only.

To celebrate your child’s birthday, you may bring in a special snack for your class (such as
donut holes, cookies or rice Krispie treats). A 24- hour notice must be sent out by the school
to all families prior to bringing in snacks. You are welcome to come and join in as the class
celebrates, but it is to take no more than the class’ designated snack
time.


No balloons or candles.



If you are planning an out-of-school party we will assist in passing
out invitations to the whole class, or specific to one gender.
We cannot give out phone or address information.
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Preschool:
 Comfortable clothes suitable for playing and messy activities.
 Tennis shoes, sturdy rubber sole shoes or sandals with straps. (NO flip flops or cowboy
boots—these are not safe on the playground and stairs)
 Suitable outerwear for cool days.
 Well-marked clothing. Please put your child’s name on everything that can be taken off.
Elementary
 Our WCA Elementary students will be required to dress in uniforms. The school colors
include navy and light blue, white, yellow, black and khaki. Refer to our Dress Code Policy
for uniform details prior to purchase.

DCF Brochures
The Department of Children and Families requires that the following brochures are given to
our families on an annual basis.
Gold Seal Quality Care Program, Know Your Child Care Facility, Influenza Virus
The following pages contain copies of the above brochures. Please review the information.
21

VPK DOE Assessments
Our school uses the Florida Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Assessment to monitor the progress of our children as they develop important readiness skills. We will assess the children at
the beginning, middle, and end of the school year to plan instructional activities that meet
the needs of each child. Below you will find more information about the skills measured on
the VPK Assessment.

Nutritional Guidelines
Recommendation by the U.S.D.A.

Print Knowledge Measure
The Print Knowledge measure assesses a child’s ability to recognize the difference between
letters and words, his/her knowledge of letter names (both upper and lower case) and the
sounds they make.
Phonological Awareness Measure
Phonological Awareness measure assesses a child’s awareness and manipulation of the
different sounds in a word. The Phonological Awareness measure also assesses the child’s
ability to blend a word if it is broken up into smaller sounds or syllables, blend a compound
word, and recognize the remaining word when part of the stimulus word is taken away (e.g.,
If the teacher says to the child: “Say, football without ball.” Football is the stimulus word).
Mathematics Measure
The Mathematics measure assesses a child’s early numeracy skills across three different areas: counting skills, numerical relations skills, and arithmetic reasoning skills.
Oral Language/Vocabulary Measure :
The Oral Language/Vocabulary measure assesses a child’s ability to express him/herself in
words, understand language that is heard, and his/her knowledge of age appropriate words
and their meanings.

Parent Conferences
Parent conferences are formally scheduled 2 times a year. A written summary is provided
after the 3rd and final assessment. Parents are encouraged to schedule a conference with
their teachers or Director anytime a concern arises. A parent is a child’s best advocate. Please
remember morning drop off or carpool is not an appropriate time to address concerns. It is
best to schedule a time to speak with your teacher when they can give you their undivided
attention. As a school policy we do not release a teachers address, phone number or email.
You may call the school to leave a message for your child’s teacher.
20

Volunteering
Wesley Christian Academy appreciates the helping hands of our families. There are various
school-wide events that cannot happen without your support.


Before volunteering please stop by the office to sign in. Your child’s teacher will provide
opportunities for you to assist in the classroom at various times during the school year.



For the protection of our students, no volunteers are permitted in the student bathrooms
or to be left alone with the children at any time.



While volunteering all discipline and direction of the class will be handled and led by the
staff.



Any food served must be addressed by the teaching staff to ensure the safety of our
students.



Any emergency care will be administered by the academy staff.



If you are unable to spend time in the school volunteering there are a number of take
home projects that would benefit the program.

13

Drop-Off and Pick-Up
Drop Off: Preschool parents, please park in the Hwy 50 parking lot and walk in daily to
drop off your child. You will take your child directly to their classroom and sign them in upon
arrival. Elementary students will be dropped off under the Wesley Center porte cochere and
escorted by a teacher to their classroom.
Tardy: If you arrive past 9:00am, our academy doors will be shut and locked. You will
need to wait for a school Administrator, who will escort your child to their classroom once
you have signed them in.
Pick Up: For the safety of our students we strongly suggest you take advantage of our
carpool pick up line
If you need to pick up a child prior to the designated pick up time you will need to:




Park in the church administration lot diagonal from the academy or in the north lot
Come inside to sign them out
Arrive 15 minutes prior to our release times.

Note: Our curriculum extends to the end of the school day and if you choose to pick your
child up early you are disturbing the other students. Parents are not to wait in the hallways
to remove their students at the end of class. This is a hectic time and teachers as well as
students need to be focused on everyone arriving to the carpool line on time and safe.
Release Policy: Parents must keep an up-to-date list of adults allowed to pick up their
child from our school. If your child is not going home with his or her usual car rider pick
up, notify the front office ahead of time. We cannot accept verbal messages from children. We will not allow a child to leave school with anyone unless we have permission
from a parent. All persons picking up children that are unfamiliar to staff will be asked
for a photo ID. Please do not send in minor-aged siblings to sign your child in or out.

WCA has no legal recourse to keep a parent from picking up their child unless we have a
copy of the legal custody agreement on file.

Field Trips
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Preschool field trips will be on school property or within walking distance of the school
and must be accompanied by 1 adult chaperone per 4 children.
A permission slip signed by the parent or legal guardian must be turned in prior to departure date.
Siblings may not attend field trips unless approved by the Director.

Preschool Learning Goals
4 Year Old Goals (VPK)
Social/Emotional:
Use words to express needs and emotions
Master cooperative play
Initiate and respond appropriately in conversation
Increase attention span to 20 minutes
Follow 4 step directions
Motor Skills:
Master pincher grip on writing utensil
Increase scissor mobility to include cutting shapes and angles
Button/snap and zip
Walk on balance beam without assistance
Develop hand/eye coordination to include catching
Academic:
Writes own name
Recognizes upper case letters (75% of alphabet)
Recognizes lowercase letters (75% of alphabet)
Identifies letter sounds (50% of alphabet)
Begins to manipulate words:
Begins to count syllables
Combines syllables into words (sis+ter=sister)
Blending (/p/ + ig = pig)
Compound words (dog + house = doghouse)
Segmenting (campfire - camp = fire)
Recognizes and produces rhyming words
Develop writing skills that form symbols (letters, numbers, shapes)
Uses drawing to convey a message
Retells or reenacts a story after it has been read aloud
Math:
Rote counting to 30
Numeral recognition 1 to 30
One to one correspondence to 10
Recognizes 2-D shapes (circle, square, triangle, oval, rectangle, rhombus, hexagon, octagon)
Recognizes and creates repeating patterns
Understands positional words/meanings (up, under, beside)
Compares size using measurement (ex: length in paperclips)
Identifies colors to include red, yellow, blue, orange, green, purple, pink, white, brown, gray
19

Preschool Learning Goals
2 Year Old Goals:
Social/Emotional:
Increase attention span to 10 minutes (length of a story)
Transition smoothly
Potty trained
Be able to walk from one place to another as a group
Follow 1-2 step directions
Motor Skills:
Academic:
Be able to kick a ball
Recognize primary colors
Stand on one foot
Recognize name in writing
Establish a pincher grip
Rote count to 5
Pour water into a cup
Name body parts
Ride a tricycle
Increase vocabulary with descriptive language
——————————–——-——————————————————————————-

Carpool
The preschool follows the recommendation of the American Academy of Pediatrics car seat
safety guidelines and the Florida Child Restraint Seat Belt Law.


It is best for children to ride rear- facing as long as possible to the highest possible weight
and height allowed by the manufacturer of their convertible seat. When children outgrow
the seat rear-facing , they should use a forward facing seat with a full harness as long as
they fit. Children should stay in booster seats until adult restraints fit correctly (usually
when a child reaches about 4’9” in height and is between 8 and 12 years of age). Due to
the Florida Child Restraint Seat Belt Law the staff will only assist children who are
placed in the back seat and in a car seat or booster. If you do not have a car seat or
booster we can provide one. If you choose not to comply with the law you will need
to move out of the way of the carpool line, and park your car to pick up your child.



Families will be given a car tag to place in the driver’s side window or to hang from the
rearview mirror.



3 Year Old Goals:
Social/Emotional:
Transition from parallel play to cooperative play
Verbalize needs
Participate in all classroom activities (including clean-up)
Increase attention span to 15 minutes
Follow 3 stop directions
Develop independence through self-help skills (ex: unpack backpack)
Motor Skills:
One foot on each step going up /down stairs
Increase pincher control (no fist grip with a writing utensil)
Be able to throw a ball
Hop
Able to pour water in a cup and begin opening containers
Use scissors properly and cut on a line
Walk in a line
Academic :
Recognize letters in name that correspond with printed alphabet (to 9 letters)
Rote count 1 to 10
One to one correspondence up to 5
Understand the concept of zero
Know 8-10 colors
Recognize and name up to 6 shapes
Master pre-writing strokes O X — +
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Please stay in your car while your child is loaded. The child(ren) will be brought to you.
—Release for the 2 yr old program is 11:45am.
—3 yr old and VPK program release time is 1:45pm.
—Elementary students are released at 2:30pm
—Wednesday is 2:00pm early release for Elementary students only



For the safety of our students and staff DO NOT drive around the barricades or
around a car that is being loaded.



Carpool is not the time to have conferences with your child’s teacher. The staff needs to
be focused on the safety of the students.

Anyone not following our carpool procedures will receive one warning notification. If you
choose to endanger the children of our preschool or the staff you may be terminated
from the program.

Potty Trained
As our 2 year olds begin the process of potty training we ask that you place them in clothing that
is easy for them to remove. They may come in pull-ups at the beginning of the process but as
they develop confidence you and your teacher will decide when to move to underpants.
All 3 year olds and VPK students are to be potty trained. We d0 allow a grace period of one month
to help the child adjust to school. You may not bring them in pull ups unless there is a medical
reason. If a child continues to have accidents it is the policy of the school that a parent will be notified and required to come to the school and change their clothing. We will be glad to help support you and the child as long as efforts are being made to correct this issue.
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Drills and Inspections

Discipline Policy

Fire Drills are practiced monthly. The alarms are loud and often scary for the children.
The academy staff will have discussions with the children before the first drill to let them
know they are safe and this is one of the ways we keep them that way. Most classes experience the drills every other month except for the 5 day students who have them each month.
These drills are mandated by the Lake County Fire Marshall and the Department of Children
and Families.

It is our policy to redirect inappropriate behavior using positive techniques. The goal of discipline is to educate, not punish.

Storm Drills are done twice a year. In the event of a storm emergency the children are
moved to the first floor hallway. In the event that the building is damaged because of an
emergency the children will be relocated to the Hancock building on the church campus
across from the academy until the parents can be notified.
Lock down drills are done twice a year. The facility is a secure building with two locked
entrances. The children are never aware of this drill. It is done to ensure that the staff are
prepared in the event of an emergency.

WCA staff follow the rules established by State Law.
 Children will not be subjected to discipline which is severe, humiliating or frightening.
 Discipline will not be associated with food, rest or toileting.
 Spanking or any other form of physical punishment is prohibited.
Our philosophy of discipline is to redirect and use teachable moments for children to develop skills to help them make good choices. Bullying and physical contact is not appropriate.
Children at the preschool age will act out physically due to frustration and lack of skills that
prepare them to deal with that emotion. Through the teachings of Jesus, the staff works to
help children work through conflict resolution.
If an issue should arise the parents are expected to work closely with the Director and staff
to develop a plan that will support the philosophy of the preschool. If resolution cannot be
found that is in the best interest of the children, the preschool has the right to discontinue
services.

The preschool is Gold Seal accredited by the United Methodist Association for Preschoolers (UMAP) and the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF). Inspections are conducted by the Lake County Fire Department, DCF, UMAP, and the Early Learning Coalition
to ensure the highest quality care is provided to your children.
The Elementary school is a member by the Association of Christian School International
(ACSI) and is inspected by the Lake County Health Department .
The certificates and inspections are posted on the Parent Information board across from the
front desk or you may go to www.myflorida.com/childcare.

Bad Weather Days
In the event of severe weather , WCA will follow the plan of Lake County School District. If
the area public schools are closed, the academy will be closed. Make-up storms days will be
decided by the Early Learning Coalition and the Director.
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Grievance Policy
Should you have a grievance with a teacher or staff person that you have been unable to
resolve directly, please ask to have a conference with the Director. If the Director is unable
to rectify the matter please submit your concern in writing to the Wesley Christian Academy
Board Chairperson.
The Academy Board is a governed group of parents, church members, lay leaders and staff
who have the authority to write policy and issue directives for this school.
Failure to abide by the policies in this handbook can result in the termination of services.

Private Care Policy
The academy is not responsible for the care arrangements of a student between a guardian
and staff member outside of the school hours. Any arrangements made between a guardian
and staff member is not to interfere with the school’s daily operations. Any financial
arrangements made are solely between the guardian and the staff member.
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