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LAKESNAZ
“Go and Make Disciples”
Have you ever wondered if God was calling you to something more?
Have you ever wondered if maybe there was more you should be doing for Christ’s Church? Have you ever wondered what the “next thing”
in your faith journey was going to be?
I have wondered all of those things and in fact I wonder them all of the
time. Our church board has been praying about what that “next thing”
may be for about a year. We have taken a leap of faith for the “next
thing” that we believe God may have for us.
A little over six months ago I was invited to a conversation by our District Superintendent about the district planting a church in Fruitport. The district had been approached by the school board at Calvary Christian Schools in
Fruitport and they were thinking seriously about pursuing this endeavor. My initial reaction was one of believing
this was a bad idea, I mean 1/3 of our church lives in Fruitport. However, the more Dr. Seaman and I talked the
more the idea for something entirely new might work.
I brought the conversation Dr. Seaman and I had to our church board about what the district had thought. I
shared how in our conversation what seemed to come out of it was not an idea for a new church, but an extension of the work God is doing through us. The conversation our board had was, what about us starting another
campus of our church at another location.
We talked through various scenarios and we gave the District Superintendent a new plan that would be funded
by the district, but rather than a new church plant it would be us providing leadership, infrastructure, and prayer
support. The district took that plan to their meeting with Calvary Christian School’s executive board and the financial numbers did not match up in a way that were reasonable. We assumed the conversation was over.
A couple of months later we were contacted by the board of Calvary Schools and they said, what if this time it
was really about ministry and the number was more reasonable? Would you still consider another service of
your church in our location? Our board prayed about it, talked about it, and eventually approved this endeavor.
We are hoping this is the “next thing” God has for us.
This has a few new meanings for our church. First, what it does not mean: It does not mean we are planting a
church, we are adding a new service time at another location. It does not mean we are stretching ourselves too
thin financially. The district is covering all of the expenses for the first year and we will evaluate the cost at the
end of the year and make sure it is self-sustaining before we continue the second year. It does not mean we are
trying to pull people from the Eastwood Campus to go and help launch the new service. We are using a handful
of twenty-somethings to help launch this and they have committed to continue in all of the various roles they are
currently in.
What this does mean: We will have an additional service on Sunday evenings at 6PM inside Calvary Christian
Schools. It will be the same message as what is heard on Sunday morning. We hope to eventually hire another
staff person who will serve as campus pastor at that location and youth pastor of both locations. We hope to
reach people that no one else is reaching.
Here is what I am hoping for all of us who call The Lakes home: join with me in praying for our church, one
church in two locations. Pray that both campuses will help to decrease the unchurched population in Muskegon
County (as of 2010 there were 120,000 of the 172,000 people in Muskegon County who marked they do not
have a church home). Join with me, our church staff, and our church board as we try to follow the words of Jesus when he commanded his followers, “Go and make disciples.” Join with us in loving God and loving others.
Pastor Aaron
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Love God. Love Others.
We want our children to have a deep understanding of God’s love for us
and to pursue a passionate love for him. God’s love is perfect:
unending, unbiased, and unbroken.
1 John 4:19

“We love because He first loved us.”
God’s love is a perfect gift from Him to us. The awesome thing is
that He has enough love for ALL of us and will never run out.

Mark 12:30-31
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart all your soul
and with all your mind and love your neighbor as yourself.”
God loves us so much and we shouldn’t keep that to ourselves!
Instead, we need to take that love and share it with everyone we
meet!

Matthew 7:12
“So in everything, do to others what you would have them
do to you.”
We are called to love EVERYONE! Those who don’t look or act
like us. The kids who get in trouble at school or need extra help
with their homework. We’re all broken and “crumby” at times. God
loves us through it and we should do the same for others.
My prayer is that the children of the Lakes will become great reminders of God’s love for His people. That these
children will be sources of love at their schools, homes, playgrounds, and neighborhoods. That the love that they
have found in God will spill over into their everyday lives and to the people they encounter. May this be the
generation of LOVE!
Pastor Holly
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“Connections Ministries”
In the life of the church, October always feels like the month when things are rolling, or at least gaining momentum after the
summer’s lull, and September’s launch. But be assured, it’s never too late to jump in at the Lakes (and get your feet wet!)
Take a look at some great opportunities.

Growth Track Growth Track is meant as a bridge for our guests as well as anyone
who still has questions. It includes conversations for learning, getting answers, finding your
place, and for making connections at The Lakes. Any age learner can sign up in the lobby at
the Connections Corner (in the Notebook), or call the office at 231-773-2812.
Classes will be broken into four topics:
101: LakesNaz - Who? Who is this particular faith community?
201: Essentials - Diggin’ deeper into faith and belief
301: Discovery - Gifted? Me?
401: In The Game – What position do I play? How can I be better connected?
We meet every Sunday, 12:30-2:00, in room 101. You can participate in all four discussions in
one month, or spread them out over time: topic 101 will be on the first Sunday of the month,
202 on the second, etc. Our schedule is flexible to fit yours. Lunch and childcare will be provided.
Community Groups are simply any gathering of people for a multiple number
of reasons, on a regular or semi-regular basis throughout the year for the purpose of loving and
serving God and others. Fall is the kick-off season and a great time to get connected. Right
now we are featuring house-based Bible studies, as well as Bible studies that meet at the
church.
Community Groups

Community Groups can provide:
 Bible Study – Others can strengthen and balance the Word of God in your life.
 Prayer – Your group can pray for you and you for them, with respect for privacy.
 Fellowship – Groups develop a sense of belonging.
 Support – A group gives backing during tough times.
 Outreach – Others may need to hear your story.
How do I find a group? Check out these options:
See group choices and information on the church’s website. See the calendar for dates and
times of groups that meet at the church: http://lakescommunitynaz.com/ .
 Visit the Connections Corner in the lobby and check out the Notebook tab, “Community
Groups”. You’ll find more choices as well as sign-up sheets.
 Attend Growth Track discussions after church on Sundays, especially if you are new to the
Lakes. Growth Track is a great way to get started.
Create your own group. See one of our pastors or ministry partners for help with that.
GFF’s (Girlfriends of Faith) and The Lakes Band of Brothers Our women’s and men’s
ministries are each currently doing a Bible study on Wednesday nights at 6:30. (women –
room 101, and, men—room 202) The GFF’s are studying He Speaks to Me by Pricilla Shirer.
The men are studying The God Plot by Timothy M. Green. It’s been rich and you’d be welcome to come.
Dennese DeYoung
Connections Ministries Partner

OCTOBER
1 Michael McGregor 3 Joel Wiard, Wendy Elmer, William Harper 6 Jerry Wright 7 Joseph
Morales, Karen Boeve 11 Hannah Smith, Shelley Mitchell, Wendy Tibbitts 12 Samantha Fox
13 Ann Olson 14 Aharon Risthouse, Don Beishuizen 18 Haley May 19 Diane Myers, Karen
Thorstenson, Mike Lautenschleger, Mike McGregor 20 Kaitlin Gongalski 21 Nathan Hancock 23 Marge Hampton 25 Clifford Davey, Erica Gonzalez 26 Michael Lake Hancock,
Nancy Bon 28 Bear Dendel 30 Amber Forrest, Charlene Brentana, Dian Torrey, Lavern
Shell 31 Jeremy Ruiz, Mike Gregg

NOVEMBER
2 Dawn Elmer, Mandy Konkel 3 William
Blakeslee 8 Greg Carlson, Jacqueline
Smith 9 Holly Hazekamp 11 Ryan Presson
13 Brian Smith, Candy Crane 15 Keenan
Burns, Leah Serra, Steve Carlson 16 Bea
Smith 17 David Sternberg, Edward Smith
18 Erika Larson 19 Lou Underhill 20 Treyton Hazekamp 22 Travis Frank 23 Kathy
Giddings 24 Bryan Morales 26 Louise
Shirey, Pam Carlson, Ryley Sikkenga 29
Jenna Shappee

OCTOBER
8 Travis & Megan Frank 10 Ted & Dian Torrey 14 Paul & Donetta Jager 18 Rev. William E. Sr.
& Betty Naill 24 Luke & Liz McKinnon 31 Glenn & Cathy Parks

NOVEMBER
5 Mike & Nancy Bon 11 Jack & Elaine
Baun 25 Kevin & Mei Li, Paul "Lee" &
Diane Schulte
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OCTOBER CALENDAR
Monday, 3rd

7:00 am Coffee & Conversation with the Pastor @ Panera Bread
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - Harvest Time Potluck

Tuesday, 4th

10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith

Wednesday, 5th

6:30 pm SonShine Fellowship Service
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone

6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
Thursday, 6th

10:30 am Bible Study!

Monday, 10th

12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - Color Tour North: Pipe’s in the Woods

Tuesday, 11th

10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Christian ED Meeting
7:30 pm Board Meeting

Wednesday, 12th

6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays

Thursday, 13th

10:30 am Bible Study!

Monday, 17th

12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - Color Tour South: Anna’s House

Tuesday, 18th

10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith

Wednesday, 19th

6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays

Thursday, 20th

10:30 am Bible Study!

Saturday, 22nd

8:00 am 5K Run - Heritage Landing

Monday, 24th

12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - Worship Service

Tuesday, 25th

10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith

Wednesday, 26th

6:00 pm Fall Fest (No Wednesday Evening Services)

Thursday, 27th

10:30 am Bible Study!

Page 7

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Tuesday, 1st
Wednesday, 2nd

Thursday, 3rd
Sunday, 6th
Monday, 7th
Tuesday, 8th

Wednesday, 9th
Thursday, 10th
Monday, 14th
Tuesday, 15th
Wednesday, 16th
Thursday, 17th
Monday, 21st
Tuesday, 22nd
Wednesday, 23rd
Thursday, 24th
Monday, 28th
Tuesday, 29th
Wednesday, 30th

10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm SonShine Fellowship Service
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
After Church - Men’s Tailgate Party
7:00 am Coffee & Conversation with the Pastor @ Panera Bread
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Christian ED Meeting
7:30 pm Board Meeting
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
9:00 am OFFICE CLOSED - HAPPY THANKSGIVING
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays

LAKESNAZ
We’re on the web!

2270 S. Mill Iron Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49442

www.lakescommunitynaz.com

Phone: 231-773-2812
Fax: 231-773-7773

In 1960 a group of people left what was Muskegon First Church of the Nazarene
and planted a church on the southeastern part of Muskegon. They named the
church, Eastwood Church of the Nazarene. It was affectionately called just
“Eastwood” by most. As time progressed and opportunities arose there came a
time in which changing the name to The Lakes Community Church of the Nazarene seemed a good move. Now, the church is often called “The Lakes” rather
than Eastwood, but there will always be “echoes” of Eastwood in the days
ahead. It seems rather fitting that the monthly newsletter remind us of the beginning and of a group of people who dreamed big dreams. May the dreams only get bigger as God does his work, and may “Echoes of Eastwood” remind us of
the past and help us look to the future.

