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You are appreciated!
I am not sure who decided it, but I know that October is Pastor Appreciation Month. To be honest,
this month makes me a little uncomfortable. I don’t
really like attention in this way (I know it sounds
crazy coming from a guy who stands up in front of
people for a living.). I am willing to guess that
many of you reading this feel the same way! I can
definitely say I feel appreciated.
I have been thinking if there is a pastor appreciation month, maybe there should be a congregation appreciation month? If there was a congregation appreciation month it should be in September, but since September is over how about
November? Works for me.
Therefore, I am declaring this month “Congregation Appreciation Month.” On behalf of the pastoral staff at our church and at others I want to say thank you!















Thank you for the way you come along side others and help create spaces for new people
to come to know Jesus.
Thank you for helping to create environments where deeper discipleship happens.
Thank you for helping to foster better and better relationships.
Thank you for giving of your time, money, and talents.
Thank you for investing in the life of children who are not your own.
Thank you for loving people.
Thank you for recognizing that no pastoral staff can do enough and that the priesthood of
believers includes you!
Thank you for striving to follow Jesus and to live your faith out.
Thank you to those that work tirelessly behind the scenes and hardly anyone notices.
Thank you for your willingness to follow your pastor.
Thank you for your willingness to forgive your pastor! (this one gets an exclamation point)
Thank you for recognizing the local church is the hope of the world. It is what Jesus left us.
Thank you for being fellow Kingdom dwellers, here on earth.
Thank you for recognizing the local church does not exist without a congregation who
serves.
THANK YOU!
Pastor Aaron
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KIDZ UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Pastor Holly
Change is sometimes difficult. As I sat in the KidZone one morning, I looked around. I saw mostly
everything of decoration had been stripped away and I found myself reflecting on years gone by. I
closed my eyes and could see myself sitting in a pew next to my mom and sisters as the pastor
stood giving his sermon. I remembered doing sword drills and “lucky seats” (which most people
don’t even know what that is) and hoping I would be the winner. I could picture the piano and organ on either side of the pulpit and the big sanctuary doors at the back of the room. As a young
girl, this very space was my church.
When I opened my eyes, I couldn’t believe what this space had become. The brick has been painted (several times now), drywall now covers some of the woodwork, and the windows have been
removed. Wow…this space has changed. This was not my church anymore.
Although the space has changed quite drastically since I was a little girl, the life-changing events
that happened in this space, have never left me. It took that moment for me to realize, the
“space” is not what really matters. The decoration, the woodwork, the windows – although beautiful, hand-crafted, and ornate – does not come close to the experiences.
With the renovation currently underway in the KidZone, I am reminded that change is sometimes
hard, but change is sometimes necessary. If we want to reach more families with children, “my
church” needs to become “our church” and in many ways, “their church.” It is my prayer that no
matter what color the bricks are painted or what designs and décor are on the wall, that the space
will not define these kids who worship in it. The space will simply be a place where kids feel comfortable and excited to learn about and worship the God that they have come to love. May this
space be one that kids are not defined by, but their lives will be changed in it!

Floor rockers as seats
The new design on the front wall

Freshly painted “windows”
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“Connections Ministries”
October, the spooky darker side of fall celebrations is past, and we move now into the grateful side with
the coming of Thanksgiving, followed closely by the most joyful celebration of all, Christmas. Can you
see the flow of the celebrations, from darkness to light? And then consider the journey to spring and
the empty cross of Easter as the great culmination of hope. November can be seen as a sort of starter
month, where our focus looks up, and we begin to give thanks. Truthfully, we have much to be thankful
for. Try counting them all. But warning! It may take you a while.
So what does November bring to the Connections Ministry? Good news….A few great new opportunities have opened up to get yet another set of needed connections made. And others have been around
a while, and are continuing to work for us.
The Lakes at Night
We’re opening another worship service! We hope to provide a worship time that better fits with some of
your schedules, or even life habits. It will take place at 6:00 each Sunday night with a coffee house
feel, located inside Calvary Christian Schools in Fruitport. A small acoustic ensemble will lead in music
and our own Pastor Aaron will share his heart and message.
Jobs Workshop
Chuck Postma is a living example of what it takes to secure a job. As an independent contractor with
specialized skills, he spent a lifetime getting to know all the ins and outs of finding jobs, finishing jobs,
and looking for more. Now that he’s retired, he wants to spend some of that time to share with others
what he learned. He’s put together a very informative presentation and will be hosting workshops to
help others zero in on where the work is. You can call the church office at 231.773.2812, or check the
calendar at www.lakescommunitynaz.com to find class times and sign up information.

Recovery
Tim Boeve is beginning a group study on the topic of recovery. Now that’s a broad topic, yet many of
the same healing principles apply across the board, no matter what kind of crisis events we’ve been
through. Tim’s background of study has given him lots of knowledge. But his passion to be of help to
people is what makes this class a standout effort. Most classes are meeting on Monday evenings, but
you can call the church office at 231.773.2812, or check the calendar at www.lakescommunitynaz.com
to find class times and sign up information.
Home Group Bible Study
Right now, we have 6 different home groups meeting. But don’t worry, they’ve just begun. There is still
time to be a part of one. It’s honestly one of the best ways of connecting with your faith community.
Wednesday Night Bible Study
During November (starting the 9th) and December, Wednesday nights will feature a Bible Study called
“The Dust of the Rabbi” by Ray Vanderlaan. It will lead beautifully into the season of Christmas. It has
a powerful message, filled with modern day scenes of the very places and events talked about so much
as we celebrate Christmas.
Growth Track
Each month, we reset and begin a new round of Growth Track all over again. We do 101 the 1st Sunday, 201 the 2nd, 301 the 3rd, and finish 401 on the 4th Sunday. Each is filled with discussions surrounding our church, our faith, our gifts and talents, and our opportunities for service. These are “no pressure” classes. They only serve to give you more Christian foundation and to help answer all those
questions you may have. Over 100 people from our congregation have found them to be very helpful.
Lunch and childcare are always provided. See the Connections Corner for more information and signups.
Dennese DeYoung
Connections Ministry Partner

NOVEMBER
2 Dawn Elmer, Mandy Konkel 3 William Blakeslee 8 Greg Carlson, Jacqueline
Smith 9 Holly Hazekamp 11 Ryan Presson 13 Brian Smith, Candy Crane 15 Keenan
Burns, Leah Serra, Steve Carlson 16 Bea Smith 17 David Sternberg, Edward Smith
18 Erika Larson 19 Lou Underhill 20 Treyton Hazekamp 22 Travis Frank 23 Kathy
Giddings 24 Bryan Morales 26 Louise Shirey, Pam Carlson, Ryley Sikkenga 29 Jenna Shappee

DECEMBER
1 Brydan Hazekamp 2 Chris Cantrall, Jack Baun
3 Denise Gunn 7 Sakari II Bryant 9 Michele
Pratt 10 Pat Fry 12 Gary VanMunster 13 Paul
"Lee" Schulte 14 Pat Weselo 15 Cassidy
Hazekamp, Sheila Cooley 17 Garrett Remwolt
21 Aaron Hichue, Kaleb May, Victor Heikkila 23
Terry Luce 24 Kipton Gongalski, Paul Jager,
Yvonne Thompson 25 Joe Porter 27 Doug
TenBrock 28 Christopher Myers, Michelle Carlson, Robert Burns 30 Bradley Dutcher

NOVEMBER
5 Mike & Nancy Bon 11 Jack & Elaine Baun 25 Kevin & Mei Li, Paul "Lee" & Diane Schulte

DECEMBER
4 Donald & Louise Shirey 7 John &
Mary Torrey 12 Jeff & Stephanie
Bridenstine 14 Victor & Kimberly Heikkila 23 Carrol "Bud" & Elaine Carlson 25
Sam & Carol Timmerman
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Tuesday, 1st
Wednesday, 2nd

Thursday, 3rd
Sunday, 6th
Monday, 7th
Tuesday, 8th

Wednesday, 9th
Thursday, 10th
Monday, 14th
Tuesday, 15th
Wednesday, 16th
Thursday, 17th
Monday, 21st
Tuesday, 22nd
Wednesday, 23rd
Thursday, 24th
Monday, 28th
Tuesday, 29th
Wednesday, 30th

10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm SonShine Fellowship Service
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
After Church - Men’s Tailgate Party
7:00 am Coffee & Conversation with the Pastor @ Panera Bread
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
12:00 pm Terrific Tuesday—Smugglers Cove
6:30 pm Christian ED Meeting
7:30 pm Board Meeting
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
9:00 am OFFICE CLOSED - HAPPY THANKSGIVING
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - TBD
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Fall Wednesdays
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
Thursday, 1st
Monday, 5th
Tuesday, 6th
Wednesday, 7th

Thursday, 8th
Monday, 12th
Tuesday, 13th

Wednesday, 14th
Thursday, 15th
Monday, 19th
Tuesday, 20th
Wednesday, 21st
Thursday, 22nd
Saturday, 24th
Sunday, 25th
Monday, 26th
Tuesday, 27th
Wednesday, 28th
Thursday, 29th
Saturday

10:30 am Bible Study!
7:00 am Coffee & Conversation with the Pastor @ Panera Bread
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - North Side Pub
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm SonShine Fellowship Service
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Winter Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - Prepare Bags & Worship Service
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
6:30 pm Christian ED Meeting
7:30 pm Board Meeting
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Winter Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
12:00 pm M.M. Fun Day - Christmas Bingo: Bring $3 for prizes
10:30 am Girlfriends of Faith
5:00 pm Family Communion
6:30 pm Jesus’ Birthday Party!
10:30 am Bible Study!
TBD Christmas Eve Services
CHRISTMAS
10:30 am Service Time
9:00 am Holiday—Office Closed
12:00 pm No M.M. Fun Day
10:30 am Bible Study!
6:30 pm Youth Group - “Rooted” & Kidzone
6:30 pm Winter Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study!
NEW YEAR’S EVE

LAKESNAZ
We’re on the web!

2270 S. Mill Iron Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49442

www.lakescommunitynaz.com

Phone: 231-773-2812
Fax: 231-773-7773

In 1960 a group of people left what was Muskegon First Church of the Nazarene
and planted a church on the southeastern part of Muskegon. They named the
church, Eastwood Church of the Nazarene. It was affectionately called just
“Eastwood” by most. As time progressed and opportunities arose there came a
time in which changing the name to The Lakes Community Church of the Nazarene seemed a good move. Now, the church is often called “The Lakes” rather
than Eastwood, but there will always be “echoes” of Eastwood in the days
ahead. It seems rather fitting that the monthly newsletter remind us of the beginning and of a group of people who dreamed big dreams. May the dreams only get bigger as God does his work, and may “Echoes of Eastwood” remind us of
the past and help us look to the future.

