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From the Pastor’s Desk
Get ready, VBS is here.
You are reading this in late April or early May and you
think I’ve lost my mind. I haven’t. I know that VBS
technically does not take place until June, but the hard
work of VBS preparation is already underway. Teachers
are being recruited, materials are arriving every day,
and I am already praying for God to save boys and girls
and their parents through this event.
So, face reality: VBS is here. I want to issue each of you
a challenge. Since VBS is here, Find a way that you can
be involved. I’m currently reading, Show Them Jesus, a
book about sharing Jesus with kids and the author, Jack
Klumpenhower writes this, “Fellow teachers, our
challenge is to proclaim the good news of Jesus so
clearly and consistently that no kid of ours will ever
place him in a category with typical religious leaders.
Our calling is to be good-news fanatics.”

By Craig Thompson
There is a challenge to teaching kids well. Teaching
about Christ and leading them toward Christ is not the
junior varsity ministry of the church. It is one of the
most challenging ministries in all of God’s kingdom.
We have to take this incredible good news written to
adults and teach it in a way that kids can understand it
and apply it.
But, teaching kids is not only a challenge, it is a
privilege. You have the opportunity to introduce kids
to Christ. God can use you to change the course of
eternity by leading kids to Christ. Leading children to
Jesus is a rewarding ministry, if you are willing to put
in the hard work to do it well.
So, join me. Join me in praying for VBS. Join me in
preparing for VBS. And, join me in serving in VBS. We
can never have too many volunteers, but we always
have plenty of children with listening ears and open
hearts.
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

the pages of HIS story, He gives us guidelines,
principles, and commands that will help us make wise
and discerning choices - even in the 21st Century.

The Bible is not a rule book with lists of all of the cans
and cannots of life. The Bible doesn’t deFine the rules
for social media, the internet, cyberbullying, road
rage, and rated R movies. But it does contain
principles and guidelines that apply to everyday lifeeven life in the 21st Century. The Bible is for now and
it is for you, no matter your age, social position, or
circumstances.
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things. (Philippians 4:8)
How can you know what the Bible teaches? How can it
help you discern situations so that you respond with
appropriate comments, actions, attitudes, and
behaviors? You have to read it. Not a verse here and
there. Not once a week during a service. Not when the
mood strikes. Not just when you need guidance in a
situation. You have to read God’s Word and hide it in
your heart. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path. (Psalm 119:105)

How do you apply God’s Word to your life? Read it.
Allow His Word to be the ultimate authority in your
life. And, when you have a particular circumstance that
you need help understanding, seek wise counsel. Talk
with your LifeGroup, your GraceGroup, your small
group, and your pastors. Read books written by Christhonoring authors who have been where you are and
who have searched God’s Word for guidance on the
issues you struggle to navigate.
You are not alone. If you know Christ as Lord and
Savior of your life, He is always with you. “I will never
leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) If you are a
member of a body of believers, you have access to a
community that is designed to help you and encourage
you on this journey of life. We urge you, brothers,
admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the
weak, be patient with them all. 1 Thessalonians 5:13
If you want to know more about the Bible, His
principles and guidelines for everyday life, or how to
get involved in this community of believers, contact the
church ofFice or one of the pastors.

The Bible isn’t about you and me; it’s about the God of
the Universe who chose to create you and me and
desires a relationship with us. But, woven throughout
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Mission Emphasis: VacaBon Bible School
Get ready, Galactic Starveyors is coming to Malvern
Hill June 5-9, and we want you to be a part!

Why does VBS matter so much to our church? Because
through VBS, many children and families will be
exposed to the gospel. On average, about 30% of the
children who register for VBS at Malvern Hill do not
attend church regularly anywhere…did you get that?
Nearly one in three of the children who are being
ministered to through our church during Vacation
Bible School do not regularly attend church. That’s
one big reason VBS matters. Secondly, about half of
those who attend have not received Christ as Savior.
Half of the kids attending VBS are lost and in need of a
savior–and they are coming onto our campus to hear
about Jesus.

By Craig Thompson

to do VBS, but to do VBS well. In fact, we set out to do
VBS as well or better than anyone else. Not because
we are competitive against other churches, but
because we really believe that the salvation of children
is worth a signiFicant investment of time and money,
and we believe that God will continue to bless that.
There is a leader meeting on Sunday, May 7, at 4:30
PM. Even if you haven’t ofFicially signed up yet to help,
please plan to attend this very important information
and training meeting. We still have needs in several
areas, and we need your help so that we can share the
gospel of Jesus Christ with approximately 300
children.

VBS is missions. VBS matters to our church and it is a
big deal to our church because children and families
come to Jesus through VBS. Vacation Bible School may
seem like kids’ stuff to many pastors and many of you
—and it is, but Jesus was about kids’ stuff too. Kids
need Jesus and so do their parents. We have leaders in
our church who are committed to Christ and his
mission to the world and that mission includes
children. As a result, we have a commitment, not just

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
A Malvern Hill Music Ministry
How easy it is for us to sing our songs at church, and
really never listen to them. It’s easy to go through the
motions of worship yet never really worship. God has
gifted people to write great songs of worship that we
are able to share each week. Yet, often, God doesn’t
receive the glory or praise He desires or deserves
because we’ve not truly worshiped. Doxology is a
“word of glory” or a “word of praise.” You might say
that worship should be a doxology, in that it should
ascribe glory to God. We know that the word of God is
Filled with references to the glory of God. There is a
new song that we shared during the Easter season a
few weeks back titled O Praise the Name. It is Filled
with doxology, an expression of praise for the name of
our Lord and God. Let me encourage you as we lift our
songs of praise to listen to the words and allow them to
usher your heart into the very throne room of our
Savior.
O Praise The Name (Chorus)
O praise the name of the Lord our God
O praise His name forever more
For endless days we sing Your praise
Oh Lord, oh Lord our God
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By Buster Morris

Malvern Hill “Prime Timer” Ministry
What happened to spring? Summer jumped right in!
Oh well, that’s South Carolina. By the time this
newsletter goes out we will be in the mountains of
eastern Kentucky. We will be on mission in Lynch,
Kentucky for our 13th year serving the needy in that
area. We are taking our largest group from our church
this year. We will have 11 participating from MHBC
this year, for which I am very thankful. We never know
exactly what projects we will be involved in while
there, but we do know we must be Flexible. Please be in
prayer for our safety while traveling and during our
work there, but more importantly pray that we honor
God and share the hope that is within us with the
spiritually needy.
“Prime Timer” Events For May
May 1-5: On mission in Lynch, Kentucky
Thursday May 11, 2:30 PM: Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday May 18: Picnic at The Ham’s Picnic
Shelter
Sunday, May 21: Senior Adult Recognition Sunday

Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

Vacation Bible School
VBS 2017 will be held from June 5 through 9, with
Friday being Family Night. Classes are open to children
age 2 through those just completing 6th grade. As we
have done in the past, a meal will be served to all those
attending. Registration may be done online or onsite
the First night the child attends.

Renovations On The Children’s Building
You may have noticed that renovations on the old
children’s building have begun. The First step has been
to Finish a resource room, a check-in area and a
hallway. The second step will be to turn the former
kitchen/snack area into a toddler classroom/childcare
area. We are using designated funds to complete this
work.

This year’s theme is, Galactic Starveyors – Discovering
the God of the Universe. The VBS motto is, Searching the
Visible, Discovering the Invisible. The VBS scripture is
Colossians 1:15-16,
He is the image of the invisible God, the Tirstborn
over all creation. For everything was created by
Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities – all things have been created through
Him and for Him.
We will see how the relationship with God began, how
it was broken, how the restoration was promised, and
how the restoration was restored and continues.

Because money is really tight, we are asking for help
from anyone in the church who has construction skills.
If this is you, and you are willing to help, please see
Robert.
Upcoming Dates To Remember
Sunday, May 7, 4:30 PM – VBS Meeting
Sunday, May 14, 10:30 AM – Children Will Recognize
Women of the Church
Saturday, May 27 – Deadline to Register for Camp
Longridge
June 5-9 – Vacation Bible School

Even if you cannot help with VBS as a staff member,
you can help get the word out. We will have yard signs
available for you to take home. You may know others
who would allow you to put one in their yards as well.
As someone said once about the signs, “Those signs
are everywhere.” That was good to hear because that is
what we want to accomplish with them. We will have
cards with VBS information on them as well for you to
take and hand out. Other ways to get the word out is
through social media. I had a blogger contact me
recently from outside the church to ask for information
about our VBS so she can include that in her blog. All
these are useful ways.

July 10-14 – Camp Longridge

Last but not least, you can pray for those attending, as
well as for their families, for those who will be serving,
and for their families. I am convinced that Satan hates
VBS. More things go wrong right before and during
VBS week than most any other time. We will provide
suggestions for things you can pray about before and
during the week.
Camp Longridge
Parents, if you are planning to send your child to camp
this summer, and you have not received registration
information from me about how to go about the online
registration, please see me. If you already have your
child on the list to go, a spot has been reserved for
him/her, but you must also give camp registration
information. Please see me if you have any questions.
4
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By Luke Tolbert

GeneraBon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
As many of you already know, our house is currently
under contract and is set to close at the end of the
month. Lord providing, we will have cleared our Final
hurdle before appointment with the International
Mission Board in June and reporting for training at the
end of July. I know that many of you are excited with
us as we look forward to serving the Lord in Latvia. I
also know that there is some sadness, which Patty, the
girls, and I are also experiencing as we think of the
goodbyes and transitions in the coming months. One
of the other things at the forefront of my mind is what
the future will hold for our student ministry.

Adult Leader Dinner and Meeting (Saturday, May
13 at 6:00PM) - If you currently serve as an adult
leader or if you are interested in joining our
leadership team, join us for dinner and ministry
planning at the Tolbert home on this evening.
Parent Meeting (Sunday, May 21 at 4:00PM) - If
you are a parent or guardian of a student in our
student ministry, please join us for this meeting as
we talk about current issues facing teenagers as
well as what the future looks like for our student
ministry.
Also, here are a few last minute reminders about
Youth Sunday:

I am currently working with our pastors, staff, church
leadership, and adult leaders to make plans for the
coming months. While I know there is some
uncertainty about the Lord has in store for our church
family, I know that He is in control and that he will
work all things for the good. Change is rarely easy, but
without change we rarely experience growth.

Youth Sunday Luncheon - Please RSVP for the
youth luncheon by completing the online form or
signing up on the Gen180 bulletin board. All of our
students, adult leaders, and their families are
invited to this lunch to honor our graduates after
the morning worship service.

This month, there will be two meetings as we plan for
the future. If you are in one of these groups, please
make every effort possible to be at these meetings.

Dress Rehearsal - We will have a dress rehearsal
for Youth Sunday on Wednesday, May 3 at 6:30PM.
It is very important that all of our students are
there so please make this a priority!

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
One of my scripture memory verses for the past
several months has been Ephesians 4:29-32:
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but
only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and
slander be put away from you, along with all malice.
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave you.

1.

Ask, “Why are you telling me this?”

2.

Ask, “What’s the difference between what
you’re telling me and gossip?”

3.

“How is your telling me that thought
(complaint, information, etc.) going to help you
and me love God and our Christian family
better?

4.

Ask, “Now that you’ve told me about that, what
are you going to do about it?”

5.

As I have been meditate on these verses and praying
over them, the Lord has been showing me the many
ways that my words do not build up or show grace to
“those who hear.” One of the primary ways that I see
“corrupting talk” in the Christian life is through gossip.
I recently came across an article that warned about the
danger of gossip in the life of a church family. In that
article, the author offered the following questions to
help diagnosis and respond to gossip when you hear it:
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By Luke Tolbert

“Now that you’ve told me about that, how can I
hold you accountable to address that situation
in a Christ-honoring way?
Personally, I can be a master of excusing or
explaining away my sins. One of my favorite excuses
for not speaking in a gracious and godly manner is
the old excuse of “I just needed to vent.” And yet,
Proverbs 29:11 says,
A fool gives full vent to his spirit,
but a wise man quietly holds it back.
Some of the marks of Christian maturity are how we
use our words and how we handle conFlict with
others. May we be spiritually wise in the way that we
speak and may we seek to use our words in ways
that build up others and build up our church family.
Will you use your words for “building up” and giving
grace?
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Shawn Tarte
Jocelyn Fisher
Tara Truesdale
Dick Haudenshild
Sloan Thompson
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Wyatt Thompson
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Wanda Milliski
Elijah Johnson
Virginia Morris
Leroy Boykin
MacKenzie Sparks
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Diana Taylor
Nathaniel Johnson
Todd Carter
Janice Joyner
Courtney Young
Jimmy Lantz
Dianne Dixon
5/28 Tristan McReadie
5/30 Charles Bristow
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Men’s Bible
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5/19
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Farrell & Mercy Hair
Gary & Jocelyn Fisher
Johnny & Meredith Morris
Todd & Gail Carter

Malvern Hill BapBst Church
1415 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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