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From the Pastor’s Desk
How important is personal Bible reading? One easy
answer is: VERY important. Most of you reading this
column would wholeheartedly agree with that statement,
and yet most of you also acknowledge that you struggle to
Cind sufCicient time for reading your Bible. In truth, many
of us struggle to Cind time because we waste a bunch of
time that could be spent reading.
A recent online article shared some healthy advice on the
importance of reading. According to that article, billionaire
investor Warren Buffett reads 500 pages per day. 500
pages. Per day. That is more than many people have read
in the last 12 months, and yet here is one of the wealthiest
men in the world who does it primarily to gain a treasure
that will not last into eternity.
But, how much is 500 pages? A typical hardcover book has
an average of 375 words per page. That means Warren
Buffett is reading about 187,500 words per day. Jeremiah
has the most words of any book in the Bible. It comes in at
33,002. Genesis is 32,046 and the Psalms has 30,147
words. On any given day Warren Buffet consumes more
words than the three longest books of the Bible combined.
But, you are not Warren Buffett. How in the world can you
hope to read anywhere close to that amount? The average
American reads 200-400 words per minute. Even if you
read at the low end of that average, the amount of time it
would take you to read through the book of Genesis is just
over 2 ½ hours. That is for the second longest book in the
entire Bible. IF these numbers seem too good to be true,
Desiring God estimates that it takes an average of 3 ½
hours to read Genesis, but you can read all of the pastoral
epistles in less than 35 minutes.

By Craig Thompson
You can read the Bible. You can Cind the time. According to
one survey, the average American watches 3 hours of TV
per day. Another survey Cinds that Americans are
spending over 1 ½ hours per day on Social Media. Since
there are about 775,000 words in the Bible, based on the
average reading times listed above, it would take a person
about 65 hours to read through the entire Bible. If you
replaced TV watching (3 hours per day) with Bible
reading that equates to 3 weeks. If you replaced social
media with Bible reading you could read the entire Bible
in less than 4 months. Do you want to read the Bible
through in a year? That will take you about 9.4 minutes
per day.
As Easter approaches and we take time to reClect upon the
sacriCice of our Savior and His triumphant victory over the
grave, carve out extra time to spend in God’s word. There
is no greater blessing than to reClect carefully upon a
Savior who loves us enough to die for us. There is no
greater reClection than upon the Word of God that has
been given for our good and God’s glory.
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

There are a number of resources listed on our website
(malvernhill.org) and in our Next Steps book (also
available online)that can help new and prospective
members know more about our church. But, even if
you aren’t new to Malvern Hill Baptist Church, these
resources are a valuable reminder of what church
membership means and how it should look. In the
Next Steps book, you can also Cind resources such as a
brief history of Malvern Hill, our church Constitution
and Bylaws, the Baptist Faith and Message, and a
spiritual gifts inventory to help you as you prayerfully
seek ways you can serve the Lord.
I am so thankful to be a member of Malvern Hill and
to work alongside all of you as we love God, love one
another, and seek to change the world. If you want to
read more about church membership and why it
matters, you can also check out other resources in our
church library.
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By Craig Thompson

Mission Emphasis: Annie Armstrong
Through the Cooperative Program as Southern
Baptists, we support two mission organizations: the
International Mission Board and the North American
Mission Board. During the Easter season, we
traditionally emphasize the work of the North
American Mission Board as well as collect a special
offering.
The annual Easter Offering is named for Annie Armstrong who was a lay leader around the turn of the
century who worked tirelessly to promote missions
among Southern Baptists. In fact, Annie Armstrong led
the creation of the Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU)
in 1888. In honor of Annie, an offering is collected
each year to support our North American mission
efforts. Here are some key facts about the offering and
the North American Mission Board:
• Number of missionaries supported by the North
American Mission Board: 5,684 missionaries in
multiple categories including missionaries, student
missionaries, & chaplains
• Percent of the Offering that goes to support NAMB
missionaries and their work: 100%
• Annie Armstrong Offering Goal for 2017: $70
million
• Our church’s goal for the Annie Armstrong Offering:
$5,000

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill Music Ministry

By Buster Morris

garden as early as usual. Charlotte says, “Amen!”
That’s enough about my garden.

Shout for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise beEits
the upright. Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; make
melody to him with the harp of ten strings! Sing to him a
new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.
Psalm 33:1-3 (ESV)

As I shared last month we will be visiting Moore’s
Botanical Gardens in Lake City S.C. in a couple of
weeks. We will have a guided tour and there will be a
golf cart available for those who are less mobile. After
we Cinish the gardens we will Cind a good food
establishment. We will have a signup sheet for that and
also our “Ark Trip” in October. Please check the hall for
more information.

David, who some believe wrote this psalm, was an
accomplished harpist. His psalms frequently refer to
musical instruments. He undoubtedly composed music
for many of the psalms, and he commissioned
musicians for Temple worship. Music, as we see in this
Psalm, has long been a way to worship our Lord. Psalm
33 tells us to look around and see the goodness of our
Lord and then to look upward to our Lord and know
that He is still on His throne and we can trust Him. No
matter the trials that surround us. The Lord is Risen,
He is Risen indeed!

March “ Prime Timers” Events
Tuesday, April 4, 8:00 AM - Senior Breakfast
Thursday, April 13, 2:30 PM - Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday, April 20, 6:00 PM - Senior Supper
Tuesday, April 25, 8:30 AM- Trip to Moore’s Botanical
Gardens

Malvern Hill “Prime Timer” Ministry

Thursday, April 27, 2:30 PM- Springdale Ministry

Hopefully by the time this newsletter has gone out the
weather will have settled down. What an unusual
winter. I am glad that I’ve not started my summer
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

Dr. Howard Hendricks said “When a person makes a
confession of faith and is never taken through a formal
discipleship process, there is little hope of seeing
genuine spiritual transformation.” I disagree with part
of that statement. Dr. Hendricks was a lover of the
classroom, so I believe that his use of the word
“formal” means the classroom.

activities, when you are saying good night, when you
are saying good morning, when you are ….
Kids Easter Celebration Community Event
This event will be Saturday, April 8, 11:00AM-1:00PM
and is for the church and community. We will hold
age-grouped Easter egg hunts with prizes as well as
provide other activities such as egg dying and crafts.
We will have inClatables for the kids to play on, and we
will provide a hotdog lunch for everyone. We need
workers to sign up for this event. The signup sheet is
on the children’s ministry bulletin board in the
hallway between the gym and church ofCices.

I believe that when it comes to children, more is caught
than taught. You as parents have more of an
opportunity to disciple your children than any church
teacher or leader can, and you hold an inCluence over
your child that no one else has, even when it seems he
is paying more attention to others. Deuteronomy 6:4-7
tells us,
Listen, Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is One. Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your strength. These words that I am giving
you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them to your
children. Talk about them when you sit in your house
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down
and when you get up.

Upcoming Children’s Ministry Events
April 7, 6:00-8:00 PM Flashlight Egg Hunt and Glow
Party (Parents must sign their children up and get
information sheet from Rhonad Adams)
April 8, 11:00AM-1:00 PM Kids Easter Celebration
Community Event (Easter egg hunt and activities)
June 5-9 Vacation Bible School
July 10-14 Camp Longridge

In other words, take advantage of the times you have
with your children to disciple them. Many times I have
seen parents take a back seat when it comes to
spiritual matters and their children.
I believe many think they are not knowledgeable
enough to take on these matters, but you as a parent
are uniquely qualiCied. You know your child better than
anyone else. You know your child’s character strengths
and weaknesses. You know what he needs to work on.
If you don’t know where to start, right now Malvern
Hill older kids are working on learning the attributes
or characteristics of God. They are learning that we can
know much about God because He has revealed
Himself, at least as much as He is allowing us to know,
through the Bible and, to a lesser extent, His creation.
You may choose to talk with your child about how
knowing these things about God helps us. (The step
from knowing the facts to applying them to their lives
is the hardest thing to understand for them.)
I’ve been told that our preschoolers are learning the
basics about what the Bible is. It is important at their
age for them to learn that the Bible is not like any
other book. If you need help, ask any of your Malvern
Hill children’s teachers to tell you what they have been
studying and use that to help you talk with your
children when you are home, when you are taking
them to school, when you are picking them up from
school, when you are taking them to after school
4
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GeneraEon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
As we look towards the coming months, there is one
major date coming up that you need to have on your
calendar. Our Youth Sunday and Graduate Recognition
will be Sunday, May 7. Here are some things that you
need to be aware of for that date:
Graduate Recognition - If you have a student
graduating from high school or college, please let me
know. I will need their full name, degree earned,
school they are graduating from, and future plans as
well as pictures for the recognition video. Please have
all of this information to me by Sunday, April 23.
Rehearsal - We will run through the service on
Wednesday, May 3. Please have your student here for
this very important time as we prepare to lead our
church family in worship.
Lunch - All of our students, their families, and our
adult leaders are invited to stay after the worship
service for a luncheon honoring our graduates. Sign
ups will be available online and on the student
ministry bulletin board. Please RSVP by Sunday, April
30 so that we can plan accordingly.

By Luke Tolbert

spring break week. Please go ahead and put these
dates down on your calendar so they don’t slip by you:
Breakfast and the Bible (Saturday, April 1) - Our
Girls’ LifeGroup will have their student-led Bible study
from 8:30-10:00AM at the Chestnuts’ home. If you
need directions, please let us know. This is a great way
to grow in your faith and build relationships with your
fellow sisters in Christ!
Outdoor Movie Night (Friday, April 7) - We will have
an outdoor movie night at the Hams’ from
7:00-10:00PM. We will be watching the movie,
Woodlawn. Sign up on the student ministry board.
Lock-in (Wednesday, April 12) - We will have a lockin from 6:30PM Wednesday night until 7:30AM
Thursday morning. The cost for the lock-in is $10 and
sign ups, along with more information, are on the
student ministry bulletin board.
M-Fuge Payment (Sunday, April 30) - The second MFuge payment of $50/student is due by Sunday, April
30. You can pay in the church ofCice or online.

Outside of our Youth Sunday preparations, we have a
number of exciting things planned for April, including

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
Wise discernment has always been an important mark
of spiritual maturity in the lives of Christians.
Unfortunately, discernment has often been neglected
by believers, even by those in the early church, as
Hebrews 5:11-14 shows:
About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you
have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to
be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic
principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, for
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness,
since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who
have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to
distinguish good from evil.”

The writer of Hebrews says that one of the marks of a
mature believer is discernment which has been trained
by “constant practice.” As Christians, we should seek to
mature in our faith by practicing discernment in
distinguishing good from evil. One of the most helpful
books that I have read on this subject comes from Tim
Challies, who also blogs at challies.com. In his book,
The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment, Challies
examines what biblical discernment is (and isn’t) and
how to develop and practice discernment. You can also
Cind many of the essential elements of the book on his
blog.
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By Luke Tolbert

Each day, we are faced with decisions
where there is not a “chapter and
verse” in the Bible that gives us a clear
answer. This is not to say that the Bible
leaves us to make up our own answer.
It does give us an answer, but we must
mine the depths of Scripture and
spiritual wisdom. For example, the
Bible does not speciCically say whether
or not Christians can watch an “R” rated movie, but
the Scripture does teach about the dangers (and sins)
of violence, sexuality, and course talk.
A simple way to start working on your discernment
would be to memorize Philippians 4:8 and put it into
practice in your life,
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.

When you are faced with a decision, ask whether it
reClects the truths of God’s Word? Does it honor Him?
Does it demonstrate justice? Is it pure, lovely, or
commendable? Is it excellent or praiseworthy? If so,
then walk with a clean conscience before the Lord.
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Happy Birthday

sunday

monday

tuesday

wednesday

thursday

friday

saturday

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

Men’s Bible Breakfast &
Study
the Bible

2

3

4

5

Budget &
Finance Mtg

Senior
Breakfast

6

Deacons’
Mtg

9

10

Love, Serve,
Give

11

12

Mission
Bible Study

Gen180
Lock-In

13

7

8

Flashlight
Egg Hunt &
Glow Party

Easter Egg
Hunt &
AcNviNes

Gen180
Outdoor
Movie Night

Priscilla
Shirer
Simulcast

14

15

4/3
4/6
4/7

Leon Dixon
April Garbade
Veronica Savage
Logan Freeman

4/10 Don Bantum
4/11 Craig Jeffers
Erin Taylor
4/13 Suzanne Arthur
4/16 Neely Allen
4/21 Larry Rogers
4/22 Austin Bennett
Farrell Hair
Meredith Trapp
4/24 Tony Cooper
Billy Holden
4/29 Anna Catherine Garbade

Karesh Wing Good Friday Church Work
Ministry
Service
Day

WMU
Annual Mtg

16

17

Sunrise
Service and
Easter
Service

18

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

Springdale
Ministry

Men’s Bible
Study

4

5

Mission
Prayer Group

Happy
Anniversary

Senior
Supper

No Evening
Services

23

24

Next Steps
Class

25

26

Moore’s
Gardens,
Lake City Trip

Family
Mission Trip
Mtg.

30
Next Steps
Class

1

2

3
Lynch, KY
Senior Mission Trip

MFuge
Payment
Due
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4/5
4/8
4/23
4/25
4/26
4/27

Trey & Jamie Thompson
Henry & Iris Arrants
Waylon & Jill Snipes
Brian & April Garbade
John & Vivian Piros
Jay & Teresa Colvin

Malvern Hill BapEst Church
1415 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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