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From the Pastor’s Desk
We think often about all that we’ve been saved from.
There is no shortage of videos of cardboard
testimonies that lift our spirits as we consider the
power of God to save from addiction, abuse, poverty,
prison, and eternal separation. I love to re?lect on the
power of God to save a wretch like me from an eternity
in hell. He saved me from me and he saved you from
you, but why did he do that?
Yes, to all of the theology police, he saved you for his
glory. But what else? For what were you saved? For
whom were you saved?
What did God save you FOR? What did God save you to
do?
He saved you to make a difference in the world around
you. He saved you to make a difference in the place
where you live and where you work and play.
God saved you to do a particular work. He didn’t only
save you to do it, he can even use the sins and pains of
your past to do his work. I’ve been living in Psalm 119
in recent weeks and I continue to come back to verse
71, It is good for me that I was af0licted, that I might
learn your statutes.
In our times of struggle we often turn to God and
experience his love in incredible ways. But, it is also
through our struggles and sins and failures that God
builds our testimonies.
God is using your past to build your story. Your past
opens avenues for your ministry. Consider that those
things from which you were saved may be the very

By Craig Thompson
things that lead you to the people whom you were
saved for.
In 1 Timothy 1, Paul tells us that he was saved that in
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his
perfect patience as an example to those who were to
believe in him for eternal life.
Paul was saved so that others could look at him and
know that salvation was possible: “If God can save him
then God can save me.”
And, if God can save you, who else can he save? You
have a story and you have a mission ?ield. God has
saved you for something and for someone (maybe lots
of someones).
God saved you from many things. Go ?ind what God
has saved you for!
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

Christian God is a soundly rational
belief, held by thoughtful people of
intellectual integrity with a deep
compassion for those who truly want to
know the truth. Read more at
www.timothykeller.com/books/thereason-for-god.

We just ?inished the Bridging the Gap Conference
where Dr. Chad Brand and Pastor Craig Thompson
both mentioned a number of resources that could
help you as you engage in gospel centered
conversations. Some of the resources mentioned are
available in our church library. If you would like to
make use these or other apologetic materials, contact
the church of?ice for more information.

Mere Christianity: What One Must
Believe to be a Christian by CS Lewis
was released as a revision of four sets
of radio talks. The book was called “Mere Christianity”
and there was nothing "mere" about it…
The book became the most important
and effective defense of the Christian
faith in its century. Rick Beerhorst
explores why this unlikely book was so
successful online at Christianty Today.
www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2012/
december/why-mere-christianityshould-have-bombed.

Fool’s Talk: Recovering the Art of
Christian Persuasion by OS Guinness
is summarized by Tim Challies as
introducing the reader to the art of
Christian persuasion. Persuasion—
that is a word I don’t hear too often.
That is a word I don’t think I have ever
heard within the walls of the church.
Yet apologetics, and the persuasion
that lies at its heart, is more important
today than ever. You can read more about his book
review at www.challies.com/book-reviews/fools-talk.

There will be a recap of Bridging the
Gap: Evangelism through Apologetics on Sunday, March
5 at 6:00 PM, and the audio recordings will also be
available on our website at www.malvernhill.org.

The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism,
by Timothy Keller uses philosphy, real-life
conversations, and resoning to explain how faith in a
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By Craig Thompson

Mission Emphasis: Health Kits

Missions is the heartbeat of a healthy church, but
missions happens in lots of different ways. Engaging in
missions is a wide-ranging activity that includes
personal evangelism, attractional missions (Fall
Festival, Movies at the Market), Vacation Bible School,
missions giving, missional prayer, local missions,
North American missions, and international missions.
Jesus went so far as to say:
And whoever gives one of these little ones even a
cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say
to you, he will by no means lose his reward.
- Matthew 10:42
Even small acts of kindness can be missional if they
are done in the right way and if they open doors for, or
advance the cause, of the gospel. This month we want
to give you the opportunity to participate in missions
by putting together a ministry health kit to go to
someone in need in our community. These small gifts
go a long way toward opening hearts in our
community to hear and receive the gospel. This year,
health kits will be distributed through Food for the
Soul.
Please be in prayer for this special ministry of our

WMU. You can participate by ?illing a two-gallon baggie
with the items listed by April 9. Our church goal this
year is 40 health kits. Bags are located in the welcome
center.

Ministry Health Kit Packing Instructions
1 Comb
1 Toothbrush
1 Tube of toothpaste
1 bar of soap
1 Washcloth
1 Bath towel
WMU will provide a two-gallon zipper bag if
you do not have one.
Note: This year all of the health kits will be
distributed by Food for the Soul. In the past it
was important to purchase speci6ic sizes of
some items, but that is no longer the case.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You may also place $8 in an envelope marked
“Ministry Health Kits” in the offering plate
and someone will shop for you.

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill “Prime Timers” Ministry
Where is winter? I can’t remember such a mild winter;
and it’s almost gone. Spring is just around the corner
and that means the Easter season will be here soon.
Our music teams are already working on some songs
for the Easter season. We are really enjoying the songs
God has given us this year. We are very thankful for the
writers of theses powerful songs that lead us into the
presence of our Lord. God has gifted these men and
women who write and arrange our songs. They are a
blessing to the Church of Christ as they yield to His
Spirit. Please continue to pray for us as we prepare to
share these songs each week during the spring and
Easter season.
Let the message about Christ, in all its richness,
0ill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with
all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.
Colossians 3:16 (NLT)

By Buster Morris

the vegetables grow and then to be able to enjoy the
fruits of our labor. Spring is my favorite season as you
might have guessed.
Speaking of the spring season we have several exciting
things planned for The Prime Timers this spring. We
will start off by having the local Clemson Extension
agent speaking at our supper this month, followed by
our spring shopping trip, and later on a trip to Moore’s
Botanical Gardens in Lake City. We will be sending out
more details later on these activities. Check for the
signup sheets.

March “ Prime Timers” Coming Events
Saturday, March 4 - BBQ
Thursday March 9, 2:30 PM - Karesh Wing
Thursday Mar. 16, 6:00 PM - Senior Supper
Monday, March 20, 6:30 PM- Lynch, KY Mtg. at KBA
Tuesday March 21, 9:30AM-2:00PM, Shopping Trip
to Florence
Thursday, March 23, 2:30 PM- Springdale Ministry

Malvern Hill “Prime Timers” Ministry
Yes, I am working on getting my spring garden going.
I’ve already planted some broccoli, potatoes and
onions. Charlotte calls me antsy pants, but I love to see
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

When I think of Vacation Bible School, one of my
thoughts has to do with one of the earliest
remembrances I have of being in church. I remember
sitting on the front pew with other four and ?ive year
olds listening to the pastor during the opening
ceremony. I didn’t understand all that was going on,
but it seemed very exciting. I also remember seeing
one of the crafts made by the ?ifth and sixth graders
that week, and thinking that one day I would be able to
make something like that. If you ask people in general
if they’ve ever attended Vacation Bible School, you will
?ind that many will say yes, even those who are not
part of a church now. For most of them the
recollection is a happy, positive one as mine is.

Vacation Bible School 2017
Malvern Hill’s VBS will be held June 5-9. The theme is
Galactic Starveyors: Discovering the God of the
Universe, and the motto is “Searching the Visible
Discovering the Invisible.” The scripture is Colossians
1:15-16, “He is the image of the invisible God, the
?irstborn over all creation. For everything was created
by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities-all things have been created through Him
and for Him.” I really like the ?low of the daily themes
this year. On Monday we will look at the beginning of
God’s relationship with man. On Tuesday we will see
that the relationship was broken. On Wednesday we
will see that restoration is promised. On Thursday we
will see the relationship restored and continues. April
Garbade has begun recruiting VBS workers. If you
have not been asked but want to be a part of our VBS
staff, please see her or me.

The history of VBS tells us that it began in a beer hall.
Mrs. Walker Aylett Hawes, wife of a doctor specializing
in medical ministry to children, noted that many of the
children her husband saw in his practice were injured
while playing on the streets of New York City. She
decided they needed something safe and bene?icial to
occupy their time. In 1898 and 1899, she rented the
beer hall to hold her Everyday Bible School. The
school’s focus was evangelism- taking the gospel to the
people. In 1900 her pastor insisted she move the
school to a church building; however, after a time
there, she realized that the children from the East Side
were not attending, so she moved the school back to
the beer hall for the rest of the summer.

Dates To Remember
April Flashlight Egg Hunt
April Blacklight Party
June 5-9 Vacation Bible School
July 10-14 Summer Camp

Three years later, the New York City Baptist Mission
Society joined in the efforts to share the gospel with
children through ?ive schools led mostly by college and
seminary students. Soon there were seventeen schools
in New York City quickly expanding to Philadelphia
and Chicago and then throughout the nation. By 1916
the movement had spread to Canada. By 1937 the
schools were in numerous foreign nations.
So what does this have to do with us now? It took me a
number of years to realize that my job as a Believer is
not to convince someone to accept Christ. My job is
simply to share the gospel, leaving the person I share it
with to accept or deny Christ. For many who are
shared with, it is a process in which they have to
determine what to do with this new information.
Sharing the gospel was, and should still be, the
purpose of Vacation Bible School. From a human
perspective, I have to say that it is an awful lot of work
for it not to be evangelistic. As a ?ive year old sitting on
the front pew, I knew nothing of the history or
purpose of VBS. What I did know was that it was a fun,
exciting place and time to come and hear about Jesus.
4
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GeneraGon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
As many of you know, our appointment with the IMB
has been delayed three months due to our house not
selling. This means that we are now looking towards
appointment as missionaries in June with training at
the end of July through September. While it is
bittersweet for us, we are grateful for some more time
with our church family! Thank you for your prayers
and support as we continue to pursue God’s calling for
us overseas.

By Luke Tolbert

our church ministries, including the Student Ministry
summer camp. The BBQ is one of the reasons that you
all pay only half of the full price for M-Fuge each
summer. We need volunteers on Friday night and then
all day Saturday. Each student should make every
effort to volunteer at some point during the BBQ.
Breakfast and the Bible (Saturday, March 11) - Our
Girls’ LifeGroup will host their student-led Bible study
on Saturday, March 11 from 8:30-10:00AM at the
Chestnuts’ house. This monthly study is a great way to
get to know your fellow young women in our student
ministry and grow as followers of Christ.

As our student leaders and I are planning the calendar
for the next several months, you can help me by doing
two things:
Sports and Extracurricular Schedules - Let me
know of any spring sports, concerts, and
competitions so I can come cheer on our students.

Guys’ LifeGroup Camping Trip (Friday, March 17 Saturday, March 18) - Our Guys’ LifeGroup’s annual
camping trip will be March 17-18 to Sesquicentennial
Park in Columbia. We will be camping in the group
camping area. That Friday is a half-day for KCSD
students, so those who are able will head down there
early in the afternoon. We will return around noon on
Saturday. The cost is $5 and dads (and granddads) are
welcome to join us! Sign up on the Student Ministry
bulletin board.

2017 Release Forms - If you haven’t completed a
2017 Release Form, please pick one up from the
Student Ministry bulletin board or download one
from our website at www.malvernhill.org
Here are some events and activities to have on your
calendar for the next couple of months:
BBQ (Friday & Saturday, March 3 & 4) - Most of you
all know about our annual BBQ that raises money for

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry

By Luke Tolbert

himself followed: attraction, courtship, marriage —
even arguing. Cost: $9

Now that our construction and renovations are
?inished, we can return to our regular Sunday night
Equipping Studies. We will kick off this 8-week
semester on Sunday evening, March 12 at 6:00PM.
Please sign up by Wednesday, March 1 on the bulletin
board in the hallway between the sanctuary and gym.
Here are the Equipping Studies that will be offered this
semester:

Send Conference (General Study)– The Send
Conference is a gathering of the church in North
America to see a movement of people from within the
church living out the mission of God. Cost: Free
Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer (Women’s Study)–
Join Priscilla Shirer in a 7-session Bible study that will
challenge you to suit up, stand ?irm, and secure
victory in your life in the midst of the invisible war
that rages around you. Cost: $13

The Questions Christians Hope No One Will Ask by
Mark Mittelberg (General Study)– With warmth and
openness, Mittelberg tackles the 10 most troubling
questions facing today's Christians - and answers
them. Discover how to respond to queries about
heaven and hell, suffering, homosexuality, the
authority of Scripture, and more. Cost: $12

Open Your Bible by Raechel Myers and Amanda
Williams (Women’s Study)– Open Your Bible, a 7session study from the women behind She Reads
Truth, will leave you with a greater appreciation for
the Word of God, a deeper understanding of its
authority, and a stronger desire to truly know the
Bible inside and out. Cost: $15

The Battle Plan for Prayer by Alex Kendrick
(General Study) – The Battle Plan for Prayer equips
believers to create their own prayer strategy and be
speci?ic and strategic in prayer. Cost: $12

Attributes of God: Discovering Who He Is (Middle
School Youth Study)– During the course of the study,
we will look at who the Bible says God is versus who
the world says He is and how that knowledge help us
us to live as His disciples. Cost: Free

Mingling of Souls by Matt Chandler (General
Study)– With references to the Song of Solomon, Matt
Chandler helps navigate these issues for both singles
and marrieds by revealing the process Solomon
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Happy Birthday

sunday

monday

tuesday

wednesday

thursday

friday

saturday

26

27

28

1

2

3

4

Midlands
Women’s
Center
Banquet

BBQ

3/1
3/2
3/3
3/5

3/8
3/9
3/11

5

6

7

8

Budget &
Finance Mtg

9

10

Karesh Wing
Ministry

11
Breakfast
and the Bible

Deacons’
Mtg

12

13

14

Love, Serve,
Give

Sacks of
Love

Equipping
Studies
begin

Mission
Bible Study

19

15

17

Senior
Supper

18

Gen180 Guys’
Camping Trip

3/18
3/19
3/22
3/23
3/25
3/26
3/30
3/31

Happy
Anniversary

Mission
Prayer Group

20

21

22

Lynch, KY
Hamrick’s
Mission Trip Shopping
Mtg at KBA
Trip

26

16

3/16
3/17

27

28
Sacks of
Love

23

24

25

Springdale
Ministry

29

30

3/5
3/10
3/14
3/17
3/21
3/29

31
Men’s Bible
Study
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Julie Jordan
Evan Arthur
Gina Williamson
Henry Dowey
Scott Taylor
Tyler Beasley
Elijah Knopp
Nick Arrington
Hunter McCaskill
Buffy Bowers
John Pierce Sparks
Clay Williams
Brenda Tarte
Barbara Myers
Patrick Railey
Clarence Bowers
Corey Thomas
Paisley Dowey
Clara Fenton
Grif?in Thomas
Edith Cotton
Diane Johnson
Kaylie DuPont
Savannah Odom
Faith Grant

Ricky & Darlene Ham
Jesse and Wanda Wilson
Michael & Tamara Thomas
David & Beata Hance
Lanny & Leigh Gunter
Dave & Diane Spradley

Malvern Hill BapGst Church
1415 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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