February 2017

From the Pastor’s Desk
The word of God gives comfort to the grieving and the
broken-hearted. In the last 9 ½ years as your pastor, I
have seen many times the power of God’s word bring
hope to the hurting. In hospital rooms and gravesides,
I have seen the word of God enliven hearts. I have seen
many of your lives changed as a result of the power of
God’s Word bringing you to salvation in Christ. I have
seen the Bible repair marriages and raise children.
I have seen the Bible work in the lives of others and I
have experienced the power of the Bible’s work in my
own life. Through the Word, God saved me and has
kept me. He empowers me for ministry and he
safeguards my family. In his word, he teaches me and
protects me. One of the reasons I believe the Bible is
true is because I have seen it work and I have
experienced its power in my own life.
I believe the Bible is true. I believe all of it is true. I
believe, as R. G. Lee once wrote, “If I had one hair that
did not believe, I would pull it out.” The Bible is God’s
word to his people. In it we Kind the purpose for life.
We also Kind the hope of salvation and learn about the
realities of hell that await those who never put their
hope in Christ.
I believe the Bible, and because I believe it, I believe
that we must be serious about all that it teaches. I
believe that salvation is found in no other name save
for that of Jesus. I believe that it is appointed unto man
to die once and after that to face the judgment of God.
I believe that all who call on the name of Jesus will be
saved. But, just as surely as I believe in salvation for all

By Craig Thompson
who have called on Jesus, I also believe that eternal
punishment awaits all of those who have rejected
God’s invitation to salvation.
Because I believe the Bible, I believe in our imperative
to share the gospel of Jesus. In Christ, we have been
made sons of God, but also ambassadors of God set
apart to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom. We
are called to share the good news in season and out of
season. Just as Jesus came to seek and save that which
was lost, so too are we called.
As we continue to study Psalm 119 and as we look
toward our evangelism conference this month, I urge
you to Kind opportunities to share the hope that is
within you. Go, make disciples and fulKill the Great
Commission of Christ. If you believe the Bible you
really have no choice.

Inside this Issue:
From the Church Library. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Missions Pro6ile: Gideons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Music & Prime Timers’ Ministries. . . . . . . . . 3
Children’s Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Upcoming Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Generation 180 Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry . . . . . . 6
Calendar, Birthdays, and Anniversaries . . . 7

By Ginger Chestnut

From the Church Library

2. Believing in Jesus Christ as the only way to
heaven and the number of years one has
believed this.

Have you made it your goal to read the Bible this year?
Consider the following article published in Christianity
Today that states that only 19% of Protestant
churchgoers read the Bible every day. Reading books
about spiritual growth could help you reach your Bible
reading goals and grow in your Christian walk. We are
blessed to have a church library that has a number of
books and resources available to help you as you study
and apply the Bible to your life. For more information
about our church library, contact the church ofKice.

3. Making a decision to obey or follow God with
an awareness that choosing to do so might be
costly. (63% of churchgoers say they have at
least once in the last six months.)
4. Praying for the spiritual status of people they
know are not professing Christians.
5. Reading a book about increasing their
spiritual growth. (61% of churchgoers say they
have in the last year.)

80% of Churchgoers Don't Read Bible Daily,
LifeWay Survey Suggests: Transformational
Discipleship study reveals low level of "Bible
engagement." Jeremy Weber [ POSTED 9/7/2012]

6. Having been discipled or mentored one-onone by a more spiritually mature Christian.
(47% of churchgoers say they have been
discipled or mentored.)

In a fresh study of "Bible engagement" LifeWay Research
surveyed more than 2,900 Protestant churchgoers and
found that while 90 percent "desire to please and honor
Jesus in all I do," only 19 percent personally read the
Bible every day.

"Bible engagement points people toward maturity and
maturing Christians have practices that correspond to
Bible reading," said LifeWay Research president Ed
Stetzer. "Almost all churchgoers want to honor God, but
more than a third indicate obedience is not something
they have done when it is costly to them."

LifeWay also found that higher levels of Bible
engagement were correlated to six actions:
1. Confessing wrongdoings to God and asking
forgiveness.

To read the full article, visit http://www.lifeway.com/Article/
research-survey-bible-engagement-churchgoers
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Mission Emphasis: Gideons InternaAonal
This month, you will hear about the ministry of The
Gideons International and will be given an opportunity
to pray for and Kinancially support this international
ministry geared at spreading God’s word. On their
website, the Gideons describe their ministry this way:
“Having God's Word can and does lead people to faith
in Christ, and those new Christians then grow by
studying their Scriptures and even use them to share
their faith with others.”
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•Provides a continuing witness when the
Gideon is no longer present. (Hebrews 4:12)
•Makes it easier for the people we reach to and,
in turn, reach others with the truth about Jesus.
(II Timothy 2:2)
•Makes it possible for new Christians to learn
and grow through personal Bible study. (II
Timothy 2:15)”

If you have questions about how you can pray for the
Gideons or be involved with their ministry, you can
Kind information on their website at www.gideons.org.
You can also speak with Teddy Elliott, the Gideons’
contact person in our church who advocates on behalf
of this very important ministry.

Gideons International focuses on distributing God’s
Word through Bibles, New Testaments, or other
selections (ex. – the Gospel of John). These copies of
scripture are printed in over 90 languages and then
distributed in a variety of ways. Many of these Bibles
are given to students, prisoners, Kirst responders, and
members of the military, as well as public locations
like hotels, motels, hospitals, medical ofKices, and jails.
Gideons International believers that “distributing
completed copies of God’s Word…
•Plants powerful seeds that God can use in His
timing. (I Corinthians 3:6)
•Allows people to read the truth for
themselves. (John 8:32)

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
What a great start to a new year in our church. I am
excited to see what God has in store in 2017. Being in
our sanctuary has been such a blessing. Our music
folks are still getting used to the sound in the new
sanctuary. We are already looking at the Easter season
and seeking God’s direction for the music He would
have us share. We are constantly looking for others to
come along beside us and to be apart of our music
ministry. Don’t keep your talents hidden; God has given
them to us to be used for His glory. If you sing or play
an instrument we would love to know about it, as we
continue to seek to build and expand our Music
Ministry. Please pray for God to continue to bless His
church and our ministry. If you have interest in our
music ministry please contact me.
Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to
the God of Jacob! Raise a song; sound the
tambourine, the sweet lyre with the harp.

By Buster Morris

our senior ministry during the upcoming year. We will
have more to share next month about these
opportunities, but keep watching the church
announcements.
I also wanted remind you that our BBQ preparation
has already started. Tickets are available and
remember that some of these funds help with our
senior adult activities. Please sign up to help in the
preparation and serving. There will be signup sheets in
church hall.
Let me encourage each of you to be in prayer, that God
would increase our opportunities to share His love
with the world around us as we faithfully serve Him.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew cirst and also to the Greek.
Romans 1:16 (ESV)

February “Prime Timer” Events

Psalm 81:1-2 (ESV)

Tuesday, Feb. 7 - Breakfast @ Church 8:00 AM
Thursday, Feb.9 - Karesh Wing Ministry, 2:30 PM
Thursday, Feb. 16 - Senior Supper, 6:00 PM
Thursday, Feb. 23 - Springdale Ministry, 2:30 PM

Malvern Hill “Prime Timers” Ministry
We are already a month into the New Year. Wow, I can’t
believe how fast time is passing. Just hang on! Our
Ministry Team is looking at some exciting things for
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

On Wednesday evenings, the children’s ministry
provides something for three groups of children. Our
babies up to two years of age are cared for by our
childcare ministry. The rest of our children through
Kifth graders are involved in the teaching ministry of
our children’s ministry. We divide those children into
two groups: two year olds through four year olds and
elementary age children. This church year our
preschoolers are being taught by Wanda Milliski, Dee
Michaelsen, Diana Taylor, and Summer Morgan. Our
older children are being led by Marty and Jay Huggins
and Robert and me. Our babies are being taken care of
on a rotating basis by April Garbade, Michael
Arrington, Jamie Thompson, Erin Taylor, Judy
Kambeitz, Carl Kambeitz, Renee Broughton, Rachel
Blackburn, Velma Correll, and Darlene Ham. The ladies
who serve snacks to our preschoolers and elementary
age children are Dianne Elliott, Kristie Williams,
Angela Thompson, Stacy McCaskill, and Mercy Hair.

counselors. Apparently these counselors make an
impression as they are talked about well after we
return from camp. The goal of these counselors is to
see where the children are spiritually and work from
there. I have been impressed by the majority of these
counselors. For their age most of them are quite
mature.
I have heard comments about camp that I Kind
somewhat disturbing. Usually the comment is
something like, “Well, the kids mostly play while they
are there.” Once again they are doing what is age
appropriate and is of value for their age. There is far
more to camp than swimming in the lake. For some
reason, which I don’t understand, I can tell them
something, their other teachers can tell them
something, their parents can tell them something, but
when they go to camp and hear the same thing, the
“light bulb” goes on. I have seen children grow
spiritually during the short week of camp in ways that
I would not have thought possible.

While our younger and older children are being taught
in much different ways, all of our teaching is designed
to be age appropriate. Our preschoolers are taught by
play with a purpose. In other words, it may look like
they are just playing, but they are not. Our teachers are
helping these children build a Biblical foundation that
will last them a life time. Many of life’s decisions will
be based on what they are beginning to learn now.
Beginning in February, our elementary age children
will be going through the Bible book by book getting
an overview of each book. We will answer the
question, “What does that mean to me?” after going
through each book. Games and other activities will be
used to reinforce what they are learning.

Parents, if your child will be at least eight by July 10,
and you want him/her to attend camp, please see me
if you have not already received a camp form. Camp is
Killing up fast so if you wait too long, there is a good
chance your child won’t get in.
LifeGroups
On Sunday, February 5 during LifeGroups, parents are
invited to sit in on their children’s classes. I have had
people say to me, “I don’t know what y’all do during
LifeGroups.” and “Y’all just watch videos, right?”
Parents, come see for yourself!
Camp Deposit Deadline – Sunday, February 5
LifeGroup Parents’ Day – Sunday, February 5

Parents, I know that the church is competing in many
ways with the activities your children are involved
with. I know you have many decisions to make when it
comes to what your family will do with your time, but I
pray you will take advantage of the opportunities your
children are given by the church. Wednesday night is
one of those opportunities.
Kids’ Camp
One of the offerings provided by our children’s
ministry is an opportunity to go away to camp during
the summer. If your child will be at least eight years
old by July 10, he/she is eligible. We will be attending
Camp Longridge July 10 - July 14. This year’s theme is,
“Rise Up Out Of The Ordinary.” Camp Longridge is
located near Ridgeway about 15 miles from Lugoff. You
can go online for more information about the camp.
During camp the children are led by college-aged
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GeneraAon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
As I have been thinking about how to prepare our
student ministry for the coming months and years, I
keep coming back to the importance of having men
and women investing in the lives of our teenagers. Last
year, Jaquelle Crowe wrote an article for The Gospel
Coalition titled, “3 Ways You can Serve Teenagers in
Your Church.” In that article, she challenged churches
to serve their youth in three ways:

By Luke Tolbert

expectations for us to those of any other young and
growing Christian.”
3. Teach Them - Lastly, Crowe exhorts churches to
teach their teenagers through words and actions, “I
can’t tell you how much my church has taught me
about compassion, kindness, gentleness, service,
speaking the truth in love, and forgiveness. Most of
it has come just from watching them live. I watch
how they make meals for families in grief. I watch
how they resolve conKlicts. I watch how they sit with
people who sit alone or greet visitors with
inviting warmth. I watch how eager they are to learn
the truth, how they care for children, and how they
pray in public. Teenagers are watching you, too. I
promise you that. We see it all, we think about it all,
we learn from it all.

1. Get to Know Them - In Crowe’s words, “Love
can’t thrive where stereotypes and
misunderstandings reign. If you don’t know the
teenagers at your church, you can’t serve them…
Teenagers need adults to be our friends, not just our
teachers. That’s important to us. It shows us we’re
welcomed and loved. Too often Christian teenagers
can feel like second-class citizens, like we’re in
limbo between ‘Kirst class’ adult members and ‘third
class’ little kids. But investing in us reminds us that
we’re part of the family.”

As we begin this year of transition and change, would
you be willing to join our team of adult leaders in the
student ministry? If you believe the Lord is leading
you to help disicple and lead our students, please pick
up an adult leader applicaiton from my ofKice. While it
will not be an easy ministry, it is a ministry that will
bring untold blessings to your life and to the lives of
our teenagers.

2. Don’t Underestimate Them - She also warns
against underestimating teenagers and not calling
them to live as young adults. Crowe writes,”… So
don’t expect the worst from your teenaged church
members. Don’t underestimate us. Raise your

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry

By Luke Tolbert

never make a plan to memorize God’s Word. As we
continue to study Psalm 119 as a church family, let’s
make a plan to store God’s Word in our heart. Here
are some resources to help you:

A few weeks ago, we studied Psalm 119:9-11 as a
church family,
⁹ How can a young man keep his way pure?

By guarding it according to your word.
¹⁰ With my whole heart I seek you;
let me not wander from your commandments!
¹¹ I have stored up your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.

TravisAgnew.com - This blog is written by a good
friend of mine and mentor in ministry. You can search
the blog with the term “Scripture Memory” to see a
number of resources include a list of starter memory
verses, motivation for memorizing Scripture, and
some other helps.

One of the things that our Student Guys’ LifeGroup
discussed was the importance of memorizing God’s
Word and storing in in our hearts. Theoretically, most
Christians would agree that we should memorize
Scripture. Practically, few of us actually do.

FighterVerses.com - This website has a number of
resources where you can order notecards, CDs, or
download their app ($2.99). You can choose from one
of their collections or create your own.

I remember being at a youth conference in high school
when the speaker, Clayton King, asked for students to
stand up if they were a Christian. Then he asked for
those same students to stay standing if they had at
least one verse memorized for each year that they had
been a believer. The number of standing students
shrank from over two hundred to maybe twenty-Kive.
Why do so few Christians do what they claim is
important? One of the greatest reasons is that they

ScriptureTyper.com - This website is not nearly as
user friendly as Fighter Verses, but it does offer a
number of other things including syncing across
devices and forming accountability groups.
Seeds Family Worship - This resource is invaluable
for teaching children. Their songs are simply
Scripture set to music. You can download their music
from iTunes or access videos using RightNow Media.
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Happy Birthday

sunday

monday

tuesday

wednesday

thursday

friday

saturday

2/1

Patty Tolbert

2/3

Craig Thompson

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

2/4

Lee Arthur

2/5

2/7

Bryan Chestnut
Sylvia Skipper
Paul Odom
Henry Arrants

2/8

Anna Kate Tolbert

2/10
2/15

Barbara Lyles
Larry Patton
Kim Hancock

2/16

Sue McLeod

2/17

Brian Garbade
Delaney Holden

2/19

Dillon Young
Terry McManus
Dale Correll

5

6

7

8

Budget &
Senior
Finance Mtg Breakfast

9

10

Karesh Wing
Ministry

11
Breakfast
and the Bible

2/20

Deacons’
Mtg

12

13

Love, Serve,
Give

14

15

Sacks of
Love

16

17

18

2/21

Billy Brummett
Jay Morgan

2/26

Jean Ogburn
Jamie Thompson

2/27

Sarah Odom

2/28

Jordan Graham

Senior
Supper

Happy
Anniversary

Mission
Bible Study
Mission
Prayer Group

19

20

21

22

Bridging the Gap
ApologeCcs Conference

26
LifeGroup
Fellowship

27

28
Sacks of
Love

23

24

25

Springdale Men’s Bible
Ministry
Study

1

2

3

4

Midland’s
Women’s
Center
Banquet

BBQ
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2/4
2/10

Tommy & Pam Childers
Glenn & Barbara Lyles

2/11

Dick & Patty Haudenshild
Buddy & Elaine Hyatt

2/21
2/22

Clarence & Buffy Bowers
Wayne & Donna Watts

2/26

Jay & Summer Morgan
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