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From the Pastor’s Desk
How important is personal Bible reading? One easy
answer is: VERY important. Most of you reading
this would wholeheartedly agree with that statement,
and yet most of you also acknowledge that you
struggle to Cind sufCicient time for reading your Bible.
In truth, many of us struggle to Cind time because we
waste a bunch of time that could be spent reading.
A recent online article shared some healthy advice on
the importance of reading. According to that article,
billionaire investor Warren Buffett reads 500 pages
per day. 500 pages. Per day. That is more than many
people have read in the last 12 months, and yet here is
one of the wealthiest men in the world who does it
primarily to gain a treasure that will not last into
eternity.
But, how much is 500 pages? A typical hardcover book
has an average of 375 words per page. That means
Warren Buffett is reading about 187,500 words per
day. Jeremiah has the most words of any book in the
Bible. It comes in at 33,002. Genesis is 32,046 and the
Psalms has 30,147 words. On any given day Warren
Buffet consumes more words than the three longest
books of the Bible combined.
But, you are not Warren Buffett. How in the world can
you hope to read anywhere close to that amount? The
average American reads 200-400 words per minute.
Even if you read at the low end of that average, the
amount of time it would take you to read through the
book of Genesis is just over 2 ½ hours. That is for the
second longest book in the entire Bible. If these
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numbers seem too good to be true, Desiring God.org
estimates that it takes an average of 3 ½ hours to read
Genesis, but you can read all of the pastoral epistles in
less than 35 minutes.
You can read the Bible. You can make the time.
According to one survey, the average American
watches 3 hours of TV per day. Another survey Cinds
that Americans are spending over 1 ½ hours per day
on Social Media. Since there are about 775,000 words
in the Bible, based on the average reading times listed
above, it would take a person about 65 hours to read
through the entire Bible. If you replaced TV watching
(3 hours per day) with Bible reading that equates to 3
weeks. If you replaced social media with Bible reading
you could read the entire Bible in less than 4 months.
Do you want to read the Bible through this year? It will
take you about 9.4 minutes per day.
Commit this year to reading your Bible regularly. With
just a small investment of time, you can read the entire
Bible this year. God bless you, and Happy New Year.
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Mission Emphasis: Sanc?ty of Life
The values and freedoms we cherish as Americans rest
on our fundamental commitment to the sanctity of
human life. The >irst of the ``unalienable rights'' af>irmed
by our Declaration of Independence is the right to life
itself, a right the Declaration states has been endowed
by our Creator on all human beings -- whether young or
old, weak or strong, healthy or handicapped.

dedication to the freedom and equality of all men and
women. Can we say that abortion -- which treats the
unborn as something less than human, to be destroyed if
convenient -- will be less corrosive to the values we hold
dear?
We have been given the precious gift of human life,
made more precious still by our births in or pilgrimages
to a land of freedom. It is >itting, then, on the
anniversary of the Supreme Court decision in Roe v.
Wade that struck down State anti-abortion laws, that
we re>lect anew on these blessings, and on our
corresponding responsibility to guard with care the lives
and freedoms of even the weakest of our fellow human
beings.

Since 1973, however, more than 15 million unborn
children have died in legalized abortions -- a tragedy of
stunning dimensions that stands in sad contrast to our
belief that each life is sacred. These children, over
tenfold the number of Americans lost in all our Nation's
wars, will never laugh, never sing, never experience the
joy of human love; nor will they strive to heal the sick, or
feed the poor, or make peace among nations. Abortion
has denied them the >irst and most basic of human
rights, and we are in>initely poorer for their loss.

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday,
January 22, 1984, as National Sanctity of Human Life
Day. I call upon the citizens of this blessed land to
gather on that day in homes and places of worship to
give thanks for the gift of life, and to reaf>irm our
commitment to the dignity of every human being and
the sanctity of each human life.
-Ronald Reagan

We are poorer not simply for lives not led and for
contributions not made, but also for the erosion of our
sense of the worth and dignity of every individual. To
diminish the value of one category of human life is to
diminish us all. Slavery, which treated Blacks as
something less than human, to be bought and sold if
convenient, cheapened human life and mocked our

www.reaganlibrary.archives.gov

Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

It’s always exciting to begin a new year as God’s
children, and as I reClect on His blessings from last year
and look forward to what He has in store for me in this
coming year I thought about a poem I was given
entitled, Prayer of an Ambassador for Christ. It was
based on Ephesians 6:19-20. As I read this poem I
thought it a great challenge for an ambassador of
Christ and something to think about as we begin the
New Year. Let me share the Cirst stanza of this poem.
Lord let me be the mouthpiece that You can use
today.
Show me what You want done: Lord have Your way.
Fill me with compassion to love others like You do!
Then let them see You as Lord and Savior, in
everything I do.
The world that we live in today has a great need to see
and hear the gospel. We are all called to be Christ’s
ambassadors. The question I ask you and myself is:
Are we pointing others to our Savior?
January Prime Timers’ Events
Thursday, January 11, 2:30 PM Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday, January 18, 6:00 PM Senior Supper
Thursday, January 25, 2:30 PM Springdale Ministry
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Genera?on180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
Plans are underway for MFuge 2018! At MFuge,
students jump into ministry with local communities
and serve people in need. Students are divided into
groups for Bible study and ministry based on the type
of work they request.
Ministry sites vary by location, but groups are trained
and equipped for ministry through activities such as
painting and yard work, facilitating activities with
kids, or working in a homeless shelter.
During the day, students will be challenged and
stretched as individuals; in the evenings, we’ll have an
opportunity to build group unity over dinner, worship,
fellowship, and church group devotions.
MFuge is designed to give students a mission
experience that opens their eyes to similar
opportunities they may have to serve in their own
communities, learning to live every day life on
mission!
If you plan to attend MFuge 2018, a $50 deposit is due
by Sunday, January 28.

Music and Discipleship Ministry

By Keven Newsome

Is it 2018 already? How did your previous year go?
Were there struggles? Were there victories? Did you
accomplish all of the things you purposed to
accomplish when 2017 began?

you know are ungodly. And some of you may feel the
call to serve God in ways that push you out of your
comfort zone.
Remember this…you will never be more satisCied in
life than when you are in the center of God’s will. No
matter what your next step is, we can all make the
commitment to seek out the center of God’s will and
to live there.

The start of a new year is both contemplative and
exciting. It’s a chance to reClect on who we were last
year and look forward to who we can become the next
year. It’s a chance to recognize mistakes and purpose to
make corrections. It is for this reason that making “New
Year’s Resolutions” are so popular.

Let 2018 be a year of spiritual growth. Let it be a step
forward in your journey, not a step backward. And
this time next year, as we look back again, I pray we
can all say that we grew closer to God and stronger in
our faith.

I would encourage you not to make a resolution that
statistically will be broken within the month. Rather,
take a moment to fall on your knees and make a
commitment to God. We all have a long way to go in our
spiritual journeys. There are steps we can take, growth
we can embrace, and ways we can become more
faithful to Christ.

Announcements
• Christmas is over, but Easter is early this year! Choir
practice will resume on January 10. We will begin
learning our Easter program.

So what is your next step? For some of you it may be
basic things, like consistent attendance, daily prayer, or
daily Bible reading. Some of you may feel led to give
discipleship a bigger role in your home. Some of you
may need to Cinally let go of bad habits or attitudes that

• We are still looking for more A/V volunteers. If you
would like to know more about what those
responsibilities would be, please let me know!
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Bri$any Hunt
Jan 1
Cynthia Bowers
Jan 2
Aubrey Thompson
Jan 2
Isabella
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Jan 3
Anne Dixon
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Frankie
Taylor
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Emma Williamson
Jan 6
Aiden Taylor
Jan 8
Kenneth Barﬁeld
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Kelley Davis
Jan 8
Ryan Morris
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Thompson
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Wendy Roberts
Jan 9
Beata Hance
Jan 9
Jan 10 Donna Wa$s
Beth Jeﬀers
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Jan 11 Elaine Hya$
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Jerri Stanley
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Happy
Anniversary
Jan 4
Max & Diane Johnson
Jan 9 Eddie & Zinda Hayes
Jan 17 Jack & Linda Branham
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