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From the Pastor’s Desk
Walking into many stores right now, I feel very
confused. The rush to earn as many sales as possible
causes many stores to display Halloween decorations
and Christmas decorations in the same section. There
is just something about skeletons standing beside
Christmas trees that unsettles me.
Beyond the aesthetic discomfort, I am also a bit
concerned that our commercialization of Halloween
and Christmas is nudging out Thanksgiving as an
important holiday in our culture. Thanksgiving is not a
worldwide holiday, it is an American holiday, but it is
an American holiday that was Cirst observed by pilgrim
believers who, in spite of great struggle and strife,
found reason to honor the Lord for their blessings
after their Cirst year in the new world.
A day of Thanksgiving was observed often throughout
the American colonies and was recognized ofCicially by
George Washington during the early years of the postrevolution country. Thanksgiving has been celebrated

By Craig Thompson
regularly since the Civil War and in 1942 was ofCicially
designated as the fourth Thursday of every
November.
Thanksgiving should be a regular activity of every
believer. In fact, Paul says that we should give thanks
in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18). But it is
also appropriate that we should set aside certain times
as special times of thanksgiving. I hope that you will
set aside time this month to thank the Lord for your
blessings, both privately and publicly. It is Citting that
others should see us thank the Lord for his blessings.
In our thanksgiving, we acknowledge our limited
abilities and God’s inCinite resources. In thanksgiving,
we give God glory for all that he provides, and for his
ability to meet our needs. In thanksgiving, we also
show the world a God of all mercy who has given us
our greatest gift in Christ.
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From the Library

By Craig Thompson

Occasionally, a book is not what I expect it to be. Andy
Crouch’s new book, The Tech-Wise Family is not what I
expected. The book was recently recommended to me,
and since I was preaching a series on the family, I
decided I should at least take the time to look into
Crouch’s suggestions for how to Cilter the internet,
limit television, and guard what commercials my
children are exposed to.

a lot to do with the choices we make, choices that our
devices often make more difEicult.

A book shouldn’t be judged by its cover, and
sometimes it shouldn’t be judged by its title either.
Crouch focuses much of the book on the way that a
family should consider media and technology, but he
focuses much more on the way a family should
structure its time outside of media and technology.

Make no mistake, there is plenty of helpful information
and guidelines in this book for managing technology
within your family, but Crouch also wrestles with a
more robust philosophy of the family. He advocates for
families built upon shared experiences,
communication, and worship. And, he helps the reader
to understand that a biblical family is much larger than
the nuclear family. Biblical families
are made up of mom, dad, children,
and a whole host of other believers
within a local faith family.

Instead of focusing on limits and Cilters, Crouch focuses
on the better things that families should be built upon.
Consider the following:
Our homes aren’t meant to be just refueling stations,
places where we and our devices rest brieEly, top up our
charge, and then go back to frantic activity. They are
meant to be places where the very best of life happens.
No matter what advertising says…the very best of life
has almost nothing to do with the devices we buy. It has

The goal of the book is the help families become the
best they can be and to recreate the home as a place
where character is built and memories are made. The
Tech-Wise Family is less a book about technology and
more of a book of disciplines for a wise and godly
family.

Read more at Pastor Craig
Thompson’s blog,
craigthompson.org .

Mission Emphasis: Lo?e Moon
Our annual Lottie Moon Christmas offering will
ofCicially kick off on Sunday, November 19. This
offering goes to support our international
missionaries, like Luke and Patty Tolbert, who are
serving in the name of Christ in Latvia.

was unyielding and uncompromising in her advocacy
for the funding and sending of missionaries to the ends
of the earth.
Help us support international missions by making our
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering the largest gift you
give this Christmas. Through your donation, we can
make an impact on lostness around the world!

Who was Lottie Moon? She was born in 1850 and
became a Christian in college at the age of 18. Lottie
went on to become one of the Cirst women in the South
to receive a master’s degree. Then at the age of 32
years old, she left a marriage proposal, her job, her
family, and her home for missions work in China. For
the next 39 years, Lottie labored tirelessly to share the
love of Christ with the people of China by learning
their culture, language, and customs. Through her
relentless love for the people, many came to know the
good news of the gospel.

You can Cind out more at imb.org/lmco.

Lottie once wrote to the International Mission Board
(then known as the Foreign Mission Board), “Please
say to the [new] missionaries they are coming to a life
of hardship, responsibility and constant self-denial.”
She knew Cirst-hand the cost of fulCilling the Great
Commission, but until her death at the age of 72, she

By Buster Morris

Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill Prime Timers’Ministry
What a special month the Lord allowed us to enjoy.
Our trip to the Ark and the Creation Museum was
fantastic. You can read about the Ark or see pictures
and videos but until you see it in person you can’t
really appreciate the miracle that God did through
Noah and his family. When you walk inside the Ark and
experience the sheer size, it will almost take your
breath. I realize it is quite a trip, but it will be well
worth your time. And please, if at all possible, take

your children and grandchildren. It’s a trip that will
help conCirm the truths we Cind in God’s Holy Word
about Creation and The Flood. We also made our
annual trip to the Asheville Farmer’s Market and
enjoyed God’s beautiful creation. We so appreciated
your prayers for traveling mercies. We are thankful to
all our senior adults that volunteered for our Fall
Festival. Please keep the follow-up in your prayers. I
think November will slow down a little but it’s been an
awesome October!!! God truly blessed and took good
care of us and we are very grateful.
Prime Timers’ Events for November
Thursday, November 9, 2:30 PM - Karesh Wing
Ministry
Sunday, November 12, 6:00 PM - Thanksgiving
Celebration
Thursday, November 16 - No Prime Timer Supper
this month
Thursday, November 30, 2:30 PM - Springdale
Ministry
December 1-2 - Christmas Trip
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

In a conversation I had once with someone about
Christian parents and their children, she made the
statement that she thought that the goal of many
Christian parents is for their children to grow up
giving their parents as little trouble as possible along
the way. While I thought that was a little harsh, I agree
that many of us have a skewed view when it comes to
teaching our children about God. We tend to focus
more on raising our children to be good, moral people.
While there is nothing wrong with having a good set of
morals, we forget that our primary goal is to point
them to a relationship with Christ. We put the cart
before the horse, so to speak.
In giving her testimony, a woman I know said that she
was raised in a good, moral household, but it was not a
Christian home. We forget that, yes, there are people
out in the world who are solid, moral people, but they
are not believers in Jesus Christ. In some cases they
seem more moral than many of the Christians we
know. I know some, if called upon today to help, would
be right there to help in any way they can. Teaching
children to “help in any way you can” sounds good, but
it is missing a big part of the lesson as is many of the
other lessons about morality that we teach.
According to an article in The Gospel Coalition written
by John Wells, we fail children when we allow
“secondary moral lessons to usurp the primary
message of Scripture.” We have to admit that many
children’s Bibles and curriculum, if we are to be
honest, are written to stress moral judgments –
making good decisions. But is that the power of the
gospel message?
Most of us have been guilty of this at some time or
other through simply not realizing what we are doing.
John Wells gives us four things to avoid when we are
teaching the Bible:
1. Teaching Old and New Testament events as
though they are Aesop’s Fables. An example he
gives is treating the narrative of Jonah as a story of
what will happen to you if you disobey God. While
it is true that disobeying God will eventually bring
disaster, biblical narratives are not provided
primarily for moral instruction.
2. Giving feelings and motives to Bible characters
when the Bible does not give them. Many of us
are guilty of this when we try to make the Bible
come alive for a child. An example: How do you
think Mary was feeling as she and Joseph traveled
to Bethlehem?
3. Giving the child promises about God that the

Bible does not give. A prosperity theology is
often taught by well-meaning teachers and
parents because we want to give a child
assurance that everything is going to be alright.
This theology breaks down when the child is
facing family hardship, serious illness, etc. and
begins to think it is his own fault because it is
not all just going away.
4. Excluding a large part of the Bible such as the
books of poetry and prophecy.
John Wells says the solution to all of this is that if you
really want to use a child’s Bible storybook, use those
that focus on the gospel such as The Big Picture Story
Bible, The Jesus Storybook Bible, or The Biggest Story.
Get your children into the Bible as much as possible.
He suggests reading one chapter of Scripture at a time,
and talking about the meaning so that the child can
learn to comprehend what a biblical author is
communicating.
It can all seem overwhelming to parents as well as
children. One Wednesday night one of the children
asked a question that many adults might ask if they
were to be honest. He commented that the Bible is a
big book. Then he asked how was he ever going to
learn all of it? Of course, the answer for a child is the
same as for an adult. We study a little each day until,
before we know it, we know more than we would ever
think possible.
Operation Christmas Child
Parents, packing a shoebox or plastic box with your
children for Operation Christmas Child is a great thing
to do, but what makes it even better is when you focus
on why you as a family are doing this. When every box
is given out, the children who are recipients hear
about a ten minute gospel presentation. In many cases
the local pastors use the boxes as an outreach to the
families in their villages or communities. Often the
children are invited to Bible classes to hear more
about who Jesus is. When you pack the boxes with
your children, don’t just pack the boxes. Spend some
time praying for the children who will receive your
boxes. We are hearing stories about children who are
getting just what they need in the boxes including
coats, Bibles, and potholders!
Upcoming Dates To Remember
Sunday, November 12 – Operation Christmas Child
boxes due
Sunday, November 12 – Children will be involved In
Operation Christmas Child Emphasis during Morning
Worship at 10:30 AM
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GeneraDon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
In this month’s Parenting Teens, Joshua Straub tells a
story from his early parenting years when he and his
wife struggled to connect:

Since we live in a society that values feeling better
over loving better, make sure you surround
yourself and your teens with a church community
and friends who value marriage relationships.

The reality is, our kids were Eine. It was our marriage
that needed attention. That moment was a turning
point for our marriage. In making the decision to spend
a few nights away together, we asked ourselves a very
important question we now ask quite often: What
would we want for our kids if they were in this
situation? In other words, would we wish our marriage
on our kids?

3. Don’t wait to prioritize your marriage. The
foundation of your family is your marriage, not
your kids. One day, your teens will grow up and
leave you. Hopefully, your spouse won’t. Your
marriage won’t wait until your kids grow up.
Live out the marriage
you’d wish on your teens.
Read more in the
November 2017
Parenting Teens
magazine. If you do not
currently receive
Parenting Teens through
your LifeGroup, ask your
LifeGroup leader to
request it on their
curriculum order.

Straub offers three things to keep in mind as you think
about whether you have the marriage you’d wish on
your teenagers.
1. Our kids don’t do as we say; they do as we
do. Not only are your kids learning how to treat
others, they are also learning how they should be
treated in their future marriage. One of the
greatest gifts we can give our teens is to love our
spouse.
2. Surround yourselves and your teenagers
with pro-marriage friends and community.

By Keven Newsome

Music and Discipleship Ministry
Music Ministry
The thing we most often forget about worship is it’s not
something that just happens on Sunday morning, but it
is the essence of our interaction with God at all times.
From the moment we wake, each second is lived as a
sacriCice of praise to our Father. It’s in the way we talk,
the way we think, and in the way we conduct ourselves,
not just limited to quiet time and Sunday singing. Our
very lives are an act of worship. Only one question
remains, what are you giving your worship to?

Discipleship Ministry
As we go through the Secret Church series on
studying the Bible during our Equipping Studies this
fall, I’m reminded of just how important it is to
approach the scriptures properly when trying to
understand what God wants to communicate through
his Word. With that in mind, I want to give you two
questions to always ask of a scripture or passage
BEFORE we try to apply it to our lives.
1. What was the original author trying to
communicate to his audience?

Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise
the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of the
Lord from this time forth and forever. From the
rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is
to be praised. (Psalm 113:1-3)

2. How would the original audience have
received it?

Announcements
Choir: Christmas cantata practice is underway! It’s not
too late to join the choir! Weekly rehearsals on
Wednesday at 7:15, unless otherwise scheduled.

These two questions alone can open up a treasure of
understanding that we may have never seen before!
And once we have this deeper understanding of the
context behind the passage, we can safely begin
making application of it to our lives without being
tempted to force our own meaning into the scripture.

A/V Volunteers: We need A/V volunteers! If you enjoy
working with technology, consider joining our A/V
team. Must be 14 and older.

For more information on taking your Bible study to
the next level, check out How to Read the Bible for All
Its Worth, by Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart.
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11/17 Amy Morris
Carl Kambeitz
Granger Morgan
11/19 Rachel Blackburn
11/21 Zach Knopp
11/23 Brenda Young
11/25 Becca Sparks
Charlotte Morris
11/26 Johnny Morris
Janice Arledge
Abby Tarte
Michelle Johnson
11/27 Turner Roberts
11/29 Ashley Dowey
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OCC Boxes
Due

20
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No PM
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Gen180
Thanksgiving
Baskets

Thanksgiving
Day

27

28

29
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Christmas
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Happy
Anniversary
11/2 Billy & Grace Holden
11/19 Jamie & Chelsey Boykin
11/23 James & Patsy Brogdon
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Baking

Deacon
Dinner

LifeGroup
Fellowship

11

11/4 Dave Spradley
11/7 Michell Holden
11/9 Judy Kambeitz
Brian Morris
11/11 Jack Jordan
Ann Martin
11/12 Dustin Anderson
11/14 Beverly Taylor
Pat Lantz
11/16 Landon Garbade
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Buster & Charlotte Morris
11/26 Michael & Dora Jane Barwick
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