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November 2016

From the Pastor’s Desk

By Craig Thompson

The holidays are here. For those of you naysayers, just
accept reality. Thanksgiving is around the corner and
it is now culturally acceptable to play Christmas music. In our home during this time of year, Angela
changes a sign on a board in our kitchen to say, “I’m
thankful for…” We pin up notes and pictures and take
time to ponder the blessings in our lives.
Since we have just finished Pastor Appreciation
Month, I want to take my time to say how thankful I
am for you, my church family. Thank you for allowing
me to be your pastor. It is a privilege to serve you and
to minister God’s word to you and Christ’s love over
you.
Thank you for loving my wife and my children. For
nine and a half years, you have made sure that my
family was more than an appendage attached to your
pastor, they are a part of this church family. You have
welcomed each of our children into our corporate
family and have walked with us during joyous times
and difficult occasions.
Thank you for teaching Angela and me what it means
to be part of a church family. We have both been in
church our entire lives, but Malvern Hill has taught us
what it looks like to live in real relationship with each
other, bearing one another’s burdens, weeping with

those who weep, and rejoicing with those who rejoice.
Thank you for showing us how wonderful and fulfilling biblical community (a.k.a. church) should be.
Thank you for loving Jesus more than you love me.
Though they are sometimes difficult to hear, I am
grateful that I sometimes am challenged by you to reconsider my purpose, theological position, or missional focus. You love Jesus and his mission enough to
make sure I stay true to him.
Thank you for praying for me. I got a text message
from a guy working under a house a few weeks ago
who stopped his work to pray for me. What a blessing!
This Thanksgiving, I am thankful for you all. As I pray
for you, please pray for me and for our staff, that we
would shepherd you faithfully as Christ shepherds us
all.
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

The weather is cooling, the new school routine is firmly established, and we are quickly approaching the
Thanksgiving and Christmas season. It seems the older
I get, the faster time flies. Everyone warned me that it
would happen, but the rapidly passing days, weeks,
and months still catch me by surprise.
One of the ways I have always enjoyed
capturing time and making it slow
down just a little is by reading books.
Whether reading alone or with my
family, reading books creates a calmer environment in our home
and allows an opportunity to
escape the busyness of life, even
if only for a few minutes.

Reading children’s books with young children is also a great way to create a safe environment to discuss specific topics. The church library has children’s books that summarize Bible stories, tell
about people of the Bible, and discuss spiritual topics such as salvation, prayer, and obedience. There
are also books about daily issues
like manners, messy rooms, and
telling the truth, as well as books
about feelings and relationships
with others.
In the coming months, take the
time to read a book with a child.
You may not actually slow time,
but it sure will make it seem like
you did!
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Mission Emphasis: Lottie Moon Offering

By Luke Tolbert

mising in her advocacy for the funding and sending
of missionaries to the ends of the earth.

Our annual Lottie Moon Christmas offering will officially kick off on Sunday, November 27. This offering goes to support our international missionaries
who are serving in the name of Christ around the
world.

Help us support international missions by making
our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering the largest gift
you give this Christmas. Through your donation, we
can make an impact on lostness around the world!

Who was Lottie Moon? She became a Christian in
college at the age of 18. Lottie went on to become
one of the first women in the South to receive a
master’s degree. Then at the age of 32 years old,
she left a marriage proposal, her job, her family,
and her home for missions work in China. For the
next 39 years, Lottie labored tirelessly to share the
love of Christ with the people of China by learning
their culture, language, and customs. Through her
relentless love for the people, many people came to
know the good news of the gospel.

You can found out more at imb.org/lmco.

$10,000

Lottie once wrote to the International Mission
Board (then known as the Foreign Mission Board),
“Please say to the [new] missionaries they are coming to a life of hardship, responsibility and constant
self-denial.” She knew first-hand the cost of fulfilling the Great Commission, but until her death at
the age of 72, she was unyielding and uncompro-

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill Music Ministry

By Buster Morris

attitude. There is power in a thankful heart. I realize
that life can become very difficult, but if we can seek
God with thankful hearts, I am assured that we will be
strengthened and yes able, even in life’s struggles, to
have a thankful heart. Listen to the words of Paul.
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV)

Well it’s that most wonderful time of the year. The
Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons are here. Our
worship teams are busy preparing for this special time
of celebration with our church family. With all the
business of the season, we need your prayers to help
us to be sure we keep our focus on the truths of the
seasons. As we prepare, our desire is that we may feel
the presence of our Lord filling us with the joy of this
wonderful time of the year. And may we have thankful
hearts, as we reflect on the greatest gift every given,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 (ESV)
Malvern Hill “Prime Timer’s” Ministry

November Prime Timer’s Events
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2:30 PM Karesh Wing Ministry
Sunday, Nov. 20, 6:00 PM Thanksgiving Celebration
Thursday, Nov. 24 No Springdale Ministry
Monday-Tuesday, Nov. 28 - 29 Prime Timers’
Christmas Trip
December Prime Timer’s Events

As we approach these seasons of Thanksgiving and
Christmas I am reminded of all I have to be thankful
for. Are you thankful? Are you thankful for your present circumstances? Are you thankful for your salvation, your friendships, and your job? Thankfulness is a
key to your life. It is the key that turns your situation
around because it changes you, your outlook, and your

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 8:00 AM Prime Timer Breakfast @
Church
Thursday, Dec. 8, 2:30 PM Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday, Dec. 15, 6:00 PM Christmas Fellowship
3

Thursday, Dec. 22, 2:30 PM Springdale Ministry
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Children’s Ministry
Parents, I wanted to let you know some of the things
the children’s ministry has planned for the Christmas
season. All of these events are designed to help the
children focus on the birth of our savior in a fun way.
While designed primarily for 5K through 5th graders,
the younger children will be involved in parts of the
activities.
The first event, Christmas Around the World, will be
on Wednesday, December 7 during Bible Club. The
purpose of this event is to show the children ways that
children around the world celebrate the birth of Jesus.
We will eat various Christmas treats, do a craft, sing
Christmas carols around a bonfire, and announce the
birth of the savior.
The next event, Morning in Bethlehem, will have the
children dressing in Bible costumes. We will talk about
what we know of Bethlehem and what it was like during the time of Jesus. We will experience some of their
ways of living, some of the industries of the time, and
taste some of the foods. This will be Sunday, December
11 during children’s worship.
On Wednesday, December 14 during Bible Club, the
children will take part in a Baby Shower. They will
play games and eat foods that are common at baby
showers as we talk about the birth of Christ. They will
be asked to bring a bottle of baby wash that will be
donated to Midland’s Women’s Center, the pregnancy
crisis center in Camden.
The last Christmas event we are having will be a
Birthday Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 18 during Children’s Worship. This is an actual birthday party with cake, the Christmas story, games, etc. Each
child will take home a small gift from the church.
New Children’s Building and
Renovation to Old Building
Some of you have asked when we will be moving into
the new children’s building. I would be lying to you if I
said it hasn’t been a struggle getting most things done
and getting them done properly, but as I write this, it
looks like we are close to completion. Hurricane Matthew, in a strange way, actually did us a favor revealing some issues with the building. The front doors
were not properly installed resulting in the water being able to get easily under the doors. While it messed
up the floor covering that was almost completely installed at that point and will have to be replaced, it is
far easier to replace the flooring in an unoccupied
building. If it had to happen, it is better now rather
than later. The contractor will pay for the replacement 4

By Rhonda Adams
flooring, the doors will be fixed, and hopefully we’ll
never have another flood. Please join me in praying
that this will be the month that we will finally get to
move in.
The renovations to the current children’s building
are already underway. You may have seen a widened doorway that will help to ease some of the hall
traffic problems we have experienced. When we
move into the new building, the renovations will accelerate because we will have more room to juggle
everyone around as needed. Please join me in praying that the renovations will go quickly and that the
amount of dust, dirt, and stuff lying around will be
at a minimum.
Upcoming Events
November – Moving in month
December 7 – Christmas Around the World
December 11 – Morning in Bethlehem
December 14 – Baby Shower for Baby Jesus
December 18 – Birthday Party for Jesus
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Generation180 Ministry (Student Ministry)

By Luke Tolbert

end on Friday at 7:00PM and end Saturday night at
9:00PM. Our student leadership team is currently
working on plans for the weekend, so if you have
some ideas, please let us know!

As we enter into a busy time in the life of our church,
please make sure the following dates are on your calendar!

Upcoming Events

Cookies & Carols (Sunday, December 4) – Our annual
Cookies and Carols night will be held this evening
along with our Children’s Musical and our Silent Auction. If you can donate a new item or service to the silent auction, please contact me.

Thanksgiving Baskets (Sunday, November 13) – Join
us as we take gift baskets to those in our church family who could use some encouragement and prayer.
We will eat lunch after the morning worship service,
pack the baskets, and then do our visits. We should be
finished by 3:30PM.
Christmas Party (Wednesday, November 30) – Our
annual Student Ministry’s Christmas Party and Ugly
Christmas Sweater Contest will be on Wednesday,
November 30 from 6:00-8:00PM. Join us as we kick
off the Christmas seasons with some fellowship, food,
and laughs!
Final Ski Trip Payments (Sunday, December 11) –
The remaining balance for the Ski Trip will be due on
Sunday, December 11. Contact me if you need to
know your balance.
Progressive Dinner Weekend (Friday, December 2 –
Saturday, December 3) – We will kick-off our week-

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
In the church office, one of the things that is the greatest source of tension is often our church calendar. Too
often, we equate busyness with holiness. I would challenge our members and LifeGroups this holiday season to be intentional with your calendars. Here are
some ways that we make the most of this time:
•

•

•

Create space for family time – Make some holiday traditions that allow you to rest as a family
and enjoy one another. Schedule a night to fill up
travel mugs with hot chocolate and ride around
to look at Christmas lights. Go to a free holiday
concert in the community. Spend unhurried time
together as a family.
Be a good neighbor – Reach out to our neighbors
and share Christ’s love this year. Host a neighborhood Christmas party. Make Christmas gifts
and give them out with an invitation to one of
our Christmas services. Take a group caroling
down the streets of your neighborhood.
Be intentionally missional – Take time to serve
your community during this season of thanksgiving and celebration. Take an outing to pack several Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. Go
shopping to donate food and canned goods to

By Luke Tolbert
Food for the Soul. Look for opportunities to
serve as a family while sharing the love of
Christ with words and deeds.

RightNow Media*
There are several videos that I would recommend
this holiday seasons on RightNow Media:
He Came – This sermon series by
David Platt journeys through six
passages of Scripture that show why
Jesus came to earth. “In the process,
we will realize that the deepest
needs of our lives and the deepest
longings of our hearts are only met
in the One who came to us.”
Why do We Call it Christmas? –
This video explains how many of
the traditions of Christmas came to
be and how we can celebrate Jesus
in the midst of gifts, Santa Claus,
and Christmas trees.
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*As a member of Malvern Hill, you have free
access to these studies. Contact me for access
information if you have not set up your account already.
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Monthly Calendar

November 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

4

Sacks of
Love

Saturday

5
Breakfast
and the
Bible

KBA Fall Mtg

11/1
11/4
11/7
11/9
11/11
11/12
11/14
11/15
11/16

6

7

8

Love, Serve, Budget and
Give
Finance Mtg.
Student
Leadership
Mtg

13

Deacons
Mtg.

14

OCC boxes
due

Mission
Bible Study

15
Sacks of
Love

LifeGroup
Fellowship

11

12

Karesh Wing

21

22

11/17
11/19
11/21
11/23
11/25

16

17

18

19

Student
Leader Mtg.

23

11/26

11/27
11/29

Children’s
Musical
Dress
Rehearsal

Church-wide
Thanksgiving
Meal

27

10

Mission
Prayer
Group

Thanksgiving
Baskets

20

9

24

25

Jason Jordan
Dave Spradley
Michell Holden
Brian Morris
Judy Kambeitz
Jack Jordan
Ann Martin
Dustin Anderson
Beverly Taylor
Pat Lantz
Wanda Wilson
Landon Garbade
Zoie Hayes
Amy Morris
Carl Kambeitz
Granger Morgan
Amanda McManus
Rachel Blackburn
Zach Knopp
Brenda Young
Becca Sparks
Charlotte Morris
Janice Arledge
Abby Tarte
Michelle Johnson
Johnny Morris
Turner Roberts
Ashley Dowey

26

No
Thanksgiving
Wednesday
Day
Activities

28

29
Myrtle Beach

30
Youth
Christmas
Party

11/2 Billy & Grace Holden
11/23 James & Patsy Brogdon
John and Amanda McManus
11/24 Quay & Brenda Young
Buster & Charlotte Morris

Malvern Hill Baptist Church
1514 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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