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October 2016

From the Pastor’s Desk

By Craig Thompson

I can hardly believe how exciting this month is. October is always a wonderful month for me as the leaves
change and we begin to get our feet under us in preparation for the holiday season that is just around the
corner. For our church, October means that our annual Fall Festival is here, and we will spend time preparing to welcome nearly 2000 people here on October
31.

Though I still cannot give a firm date for the first worship service in our sanctuary, I can tell you that we are
holding off baptism service so that we can make sure
that our first service begins with the baptism of new
believers. I also know that we need your help. On October 22, we have a church workday scheduled to
move pews and put some shine on our facilities to
prepare for the day when we will finally move in.

This year, however, October brings with it a new and
different kind of anticipation for our church family.
The children’s building is nearly complete and the
sanctuary is taking shape. In the next four weeks we
will see the walls get painted, flooring will be installed,
and the exterior be complete. It is hard for me to believe, but by the time that our Fall Festival arrives,
new sidewalks will poured, landscaping will be completed, and we will be preparing to worship in our
newly completed sanctuary.

We also need you on October 30 and 31. I know that
the new facilities are exciting, but we made a commitment many years ago to maintain our missional
emphasis as we built new buildings. Our fall festival is
our largest outreach event of the year. Please plan to
help us set up on October 30 and plan to volunteer
with us on October 31. Who knows, if work proceeds
quickly, we may even be able to use October 30 to do
some more set up in the new sanctuary as well as
preparing for the Fall Festival.
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

What is the difference between obeying Jesus and affirming correct ideas about Jesus? This is a question that I have wrestled with from the equipping study by
Mary Jo Sharp, Living in Truth. In John
18:37, Jesus said, Everyone who is of the
truth listens to my voice. In the context of this verse,
listening is more than just hearing the words and affirming them, it also demands obedience.

hurt or weak or tired, I must fall into the
arms of my heavenly Father on a daily
basis. William Barclay says that the way
to know God is not by mental search, but
by giving attention to Jesus Christ, for in
Him we see what God is like. Jesus says
we are to come. I can’t just mentally affirm the truth
of this Scripture. I must actively give my attention
the Jesus and obey it. I must come to Him.

In Matthew, Jesus issues an invitation to individuals to
turn from their sins and find “rest” in
Him. Come to me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28). According to J. Vernon
McGee, I will give you rest literally
means, I will rest you. We are not able to
bear the burden of sin. The only place to
put the burden of sin is at the cross of Christ.

In our study, Sharp issues the challenge to engage in
the hard work of identifying what I actually believe
about life and the world…making life consistent with
the biblical truths I profess to believe. As I actively
and intentionally build my daily life upon the foundation of trust in Jesus, I become more confident in conversations
about God.
If you haven’t been able to participate
in our current equipping studies, stop
by the library to check out a study or a book that
will help you understand truth about Scripture so
that you can actively and intentionally build your
life on the foundation of trust in Jesus.

I affirm this truth about Jesus, I repeat the verse in the
midst of struggles, and I celebrate that He is the only
one who can take my burdens and give me rest; but
sometimes I affirm that truth without intentionally going to Him and finding rest in Him alone. Like the child
who collapses into the arms of his parent when he is
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Mission Emphasis: Operation Christmas Child
tion Child Shoebox are:
• Toys- medium to large
items such as a soccer ball
with a pump, stuffed animal, baby doll, toy truck,
musical instruments, or clothing items
• School supplies- pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, notebooks, and solar calculators
• Non-liquid hygiene items- toothbrush and
toothpaste, bar soap, wash cloths, comb or brush
• Accessories- sunglasses, hair clips, watches, flashlights and batteries
• Hard candy
• A personal note and a picture of you and/or
your family

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international Christian relief and
evangelism organization headed by Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation Christmas Child is
to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in need around the world, and together with
the local church worldwide, to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Since 1993, Operation
Christmas Child has collected and delivered more
than 135 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in
more than 150 countries and territories. For many
of these children, the gift-filled shoebox is the first
gift they have ever received.
Since 1993, more than 7.4 million children have
participated in The Greatest Journey, Operation
Christmas Child’s follow- up program that is offered to many children who receive shoebox gifts.
The Greatest Journey is implemented through a
global church network. This 12-lesson discipleship
program teaches children about God’s amazing love
and guides them through what it means to faithfully follow Jesus Christ.

Please do not include used or damaged items, warrelated items, chocolate or food, fruit snacks or
drink mixes, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins, breakable items, or aerosol cans.
For more information, visit samaritanspurse.org.
Join us when we kick-off our shoe box collection on
Sunday, October 9 during the morning worship service.

Some items you may want to include in your Opera-

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
MHBC Music Ministry

great convention. The conference will feature speakers such as David Jeremiah and Max Lucado and worship leaders like Charles Billingsley, The Gaither Vocal
Band, and the great Christian comedian Dennis Swanberg. It will be a beautiful time to be in the mountains.

Hopefully by the time this newsletter is printed I will
have all the performers for our Christmas Musical this
year and practice will be underway. We are hopeful
that we will be able to share this year’s musical in our
newly remodeled and expanded sanctuary, but if not,
we will still be excited to share this wonderful story of
our Savior’s birth in the place God allows.

I’m looking forward to our October events. Please
keep us in your prayers with all of the traveling this
month.

I realize that there are always some doubts when
changes take place. But I also know this, our God is
still on His throne and as we trust Him, He will take
CARE OF HIS CHURCH.

Blessings,
Buster

Please keep our music ministry in your prayers as we
continue to prepare each week and the weeks ahead,
in preparation for a great Christmas season.

October Prime Timer Events
Tuesday, October 4, 8:00 AM Breakfast at Church
Thursday, October 6, 8:00 AM Apple Trip

MHBC Prime Timer’s Ministry

Thursday, October 13, 2:30 PM Karesh Wing Ministry

It’s good to have our bus back and running well. We
will be putting it to the test during the month of October. We have our apple trip and the Pigeon Forge trips
coming soon.
It’s been a while since we have been to Pigeon Forge
for the Celebrator’s Conference, and this should be a

By Buster Morris

October 17-20 Celebrators Conference, Pigeon Forge
No Senior Supper this Month
Thursday, October 27, 2:30 PM Springdale Ministry
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams
ticipate. I would also like to thank the adult leaders
who are taking the time to work with the children
when they could be involved in adult discipleship
classes. You are appreciated!

When is children’s choir more than just choir? Well,
apparently all the time. Over the years I’ve found that
many things are more than what they appear on the
surface, and choir is no different. Studies have shown
the true value of any kind of musical training from
boosting brain power to improving memory. It helps
socially by aiding children to relate to others by working as a team. It is a confidence builder especially
among children who are not all that gifted in sports. It
is a form of expression and teaches discipline. It is also
a form of personal commitment as children recognize
that they are needed to make the choir “work.”

Upcoming Dates To Remember:
Sunday, October 30 – Set-up for Fall Festival
Monday, October 31 – Fall Festival
October is Pastor Appreciation month.

Listening and following skills can also be further developed by children who are active in a choir. These
are skills that are sorely lacking among today’s children, and it takes discipline for both of these. Because
there is a big difference between hearing and listening,
listening skills can also help a child in school and in relationships.
Children need ways that they can become involved in
the life of the church particularly in the areas of service to the church. It is often difficult to find ways that
children can participate by serving, and so often the
adults overseeing do most of the serving while the
children are more likely to be bystanders. Choir allows
them to serve.
Joyce Samples, a children’s minister, says, “The purpose of music in the church is to lead worship and to
usher in the presence of God. When children have the
opportunity to participate and lead in this, they learn
valuable lessons about being a worshipper and leading
others in their own worship practice. The opportunity
for children to put their focus on God in the activity of
music opens the door to greater understanding of experiencing and sharing God’s love.” As I have seen over
the years, children are able to minister to adults as no
one else can. For example, when a child sings about
God’s love, adults are able to feel that love.

Recently the Bible Club participants decided to
show Pastor Craig some encouragement with a fun
prank. They covered and decorated his office door
with streamers and encouraging messages attached
to balloons.

Our planned time to teach children hymns, scripture
songs, and other Christian songs is as much a testament to others that the church is dedicated to training
the children as is LifeGroups, children’s worship, and
Bible Club. Children are an essential part of the Kingdom of God. We, as a church, have the responsibility to
make a place for them. When we allow the children to
minister to the church through song, we are making
the statement of the value of children.
If your child is not a part of the children’s choirs, I encourage you to make time so that your child can par-
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Generation180 Ministry (Student Ministry)

but it is always too late to wait. Start today! Ask God to
help you be the mom or dad that He intends and that
your children desperately need. Let the church help but
remember that it starts with you.
• Give unconditional love and support to your teen.
• Help them understand that their worth comes from
God (not their friends).
• Always choose to be their parent first and friend second.
• Protect them with healthy boundaries.
• Be an example of a Christ-follower. Avoid, "Do as I say
and not as I do."
• Tell your daughters that you love them and they are
beautiful.
• Tell your sons often that you love them and are proud
of them.
• Discuss Internet safety and the consequences of "no
discretion."
• Brainstorm together ways to advance the cause of
Christ through social media-without being obnoxious!
• Lighten up. It's okay to have fun and be yourself
online-but please use discretion!
• Live by this rule: Never post anything online you
wouldn't want your grandmother to see!

*This excerpt is from a Parenting Teens article, “Setting Boundaries for Online Sharing” by Ryan Mason. Parenting Teens is a
monthly Lifeway publication and is available through your LifeGroup. If you are not receiving Parenting Teens and would like to,
let your LifeGroup leader know!

Unless you have been hiding under a very large rock,
you know the popularity explosion of social media
among teens. This frenzy now spans across multiple
generations with people tagging, pinning, posting, and
tweeting about their lives. Parents need to remember
their biblical role as protector and primary disciplemaker for their children. This includes learning all you
can about social media and being active in your teen's
life online as well as offline.
It is easy to get overwhelmed with the challenge of navigating social media when it comes to your teen. But
the answer is found in a much broader context than just
the do's and don'ts of using social media. It starts with
you. Parents, there is no better teacher for your children than you. Are you modeling the kind of behavior
that honors God in all areas of your life-including social
media?
God's design is for you to love the Lord with all your
heart and then be the primary disciple maker of your
children (Deut. 6:5-7). It is never too late to get started,

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
Our Equipping Studies began on Sunday, September
18 at 6:00PM. If you can’t join us in person, you may
consider completing one of these studies on your own
or with a small group.
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian
Convictions Gregory Koukl (General Study)– Tired
of finding yourself flat-footed and intimidated in conversations? This study will teach you how to maneuver comfortably and graciously about your Christian
convictions in any. Cost: $10
Onward: Engaging the Culture Without Losing the
Gospel by Russell Moore (General Study) –As the
culture changes all around us, it is no longer possible
for Christians to pretend that we are a moral majority.
What's needed now, in shifting times, is neither a
doubling-down on the status quo nor a retreat into
isolation. Instead, we need a church that speaks to social and political issues with a bigger vision in mind:
that of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Cost: $13
Secret Church: Christ, Culture, and a Call to Action
(General Study)– David Platt addresses the critical
social issues of our day (abortion, orphan and widow
care, poverty, slavery, sexuality, immigration, liberty,
and unreached people groups) from the standpoint of

By Luke Tolbert
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By Luke Tolbert

the gospel and God’s Word. Cost: Free
I Peter: A Living Hope in Christ by Jen Wilkin
(Women’s Study)– In 1 Peter, a man of faith and
flaws and eyewitness to the life of Christ challenges
us to look beyond our current circumstances to a future inheritance. He shares his concerns on big picture issues for the early church, describes believers’
true identity in Christ, and ultimately helps readers
discover what it means to experience the Living
Hope they have in Christ. Cost: $13
Living in Truth: Confident Conversation in a Conflicted Culture by Mary Jo Sharp (Women’s
Study)– False ideas within the body of Christ and
the influence of culture crack our foundation of
faith. The goal of this study is to help every Christian
effectively converse on truth in the midst of a confused culture. Cost: $13
Decisions by Eric Mason and Dug Down Deep by
Joshua Harris (Youth Study)– Decisions takes a
look at what the Bible has to say about the choices
we make while Dug Down Deep covers the basics of
faith—God, scripture, Jesus, the cross, salvation,
sanctification, the Holy Spirit and the church. Don’t
settle for superficial faith, dig deep. Cost: Free

6

Monthly Calendar

October 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Breakfast
and the
Bible

10/1
10/2
10/4
10/5
10/7
10/8
10/9

2
Student
Leadership
Mtg

9

3

4

Budget and
Finance Mtg.
Deacons
Mtg.

10

Operation
Christmas
Child KickOff

16

5

Senior
Breakfast

7

Apple Trip

8
Nerf War

Sacks of
Love

11

12

10/13

13

14

15

10/20
10/21

Karesh Wing

Mission
Prayer
Group

18

10/11
10/12

10/15
10/17
10/18

Mission
Bible Study

17
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10/22
10/23

19

20

21

22
Church
Work Day

Celebrators Conference, Pigeon Forge

10/24
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/31

23
30
Fall Festival
Set-up

24
31
Fall Festival

25

26
Student
Leader Mtg.

27
Springdale

28
Men’s
Bible Study

Bella Bennett
Madison Williams
Will Mathis
Brook Jordan
Joshua Taylor
Patty Haudenshild
Jim Mathis
Ted Dowey
Jenny Branham
Stacy McCaskill
Mary Andrews
Jacob Arledge
Grace Holden
Linda Branham
Pam Childers
Olivia Arrington
Billy Sparks
Haven Thomas
Carson Holden
Ella Brinson
Gage Thomas
Ryan Davis
Caroline Tolbert
Wes Carter
Hank Tarte
Wayne Watts
James Brinson
Ashley Elliott
Easton Colvin
Ally Stephens
Brynna Chestnut
Libby Cunningham
Stephen Beasley
Ginger Chestnut
Buster Morris
Gail Carter
Cody Bowers
Maddox Freeman
Edith Mosier

29
10/2 Clay & Gregg Williams
10/6 Jason & Julie Jordan
10/15Michael & Neva Arrington
Victor & Darlene Thomas
10/16Talley & Tara Truesdale
10/18Donnie & Renee Broughton
Scott & Michell Holden
10/23Scott & Erin Taylor
10/26Kristie & Lee Williams
10/30Larry & Vickie Patton

Malvern Hill Baptist Church
1514 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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