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From the Pastor’s Desk

By Craig Thompson

Have you ever known some people who have great
ideas and passions for doing amazing things for God,
but never seem to quite accomplish their goals? Maybe they surrendered to the ministry at youth camp
every year for the past three years or perhaps they
continue to talk about how they are going to go and
serve on an international mission trip “one day.” Maybe the person struggling with commitment is you?

way what it was they wanted. They not only had determination, they had direction.” Through the course
of her book, she parses this statement out further and
shows how a hardened determination that she calls
“grit” is one of the most determinative factors in predicting success and perseverance.
Often Christians can over-spiritualize certain aspects
of their calling and ministry. We can get lost in emotions and excitement and forget that serving the Lord
and others is hard work and it requires both determination and direction. God’s word gives us our direction, but God also calls on us to develop determination. We need to have some grit about us if we are going to accomplish the mission and purpose of God in
our world. As you seek him in your prayers and devotion, I want to urge you to work hard to fulfill the vision that he has given you. Do hard things for God; he
has done hard things for you.

In my life I tend to draw from two main sources of information: reading my Bible and reading other books.
Since all truth is God’s truth, I benefit greatly from
reading widely and learning what God has to teach me
through others. Recently I learned from a book called
GRIT by Angela Duckworth. She has studied willpower
and success for years and through her studies she has
learned that highly successful people have a kind of
“ferocious determination” that plays out in two ways.
“First, these exemplars were unusually resilient and
hardworking. Second, they knew in a very, very deep
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

Sometimes, hard work
is just that: HARD.
Some of the things we
do in life take more
time, energy, brainpower, and devotion than we really
want to give. But, if it’s worth doing, wouldn’t we rather say we did it well than to have done it half-way?
Whether it’s our jobs, school, sports, a home improvement project, a fund-raiser for a good cause, or a
new exercise and diet plan, when we dig in to something we can be sure that we will be met with resistance at some point. Sometimes our jobs get stressful, the test material seems beyond our grasp, someone else on the team advances faster than we do, the
home-improvement project requires additional repairs, planning for the fund-raiser runs late into the
night, and the chocolate cake wins after a long hard
day when we didn’t have time to exercise. Resistance
happens.
Good, worthy things are often hard, but
we usually push through the struggles
until we can meet the goals we set. Otherwise, we lose our jobs, fail the test, get
kicked off the team, and let ourselves and
other people down. We persevere and

rise above the obstacles so that we can
say, “I did it!”
But, so often we don’t do the same in our
spiritual journey. In our calling to love
the Lord and share Him with other people, we can be quick to throw our plans
and goals to the side when we are met with difficulty or resistance. Just like other hard work in our
lives, spiritual discipline can be just that: HARD. But
it’s worth it! Don’t quit! Like Paul, we need to press
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). Don’t quit in
your spiritual pursuits. Keep going with your Bible
reading plan. Share the Gospel with that co-worker.
Apologize to your family member for the wrong you
committed. Forgive others for their wrongs against
you. Seek to learn more about God’s plans and purposes for your life. Increase and strengthen your
prayer life. Grow in your knowledge, understanding, and faith. Press on toward your goals.
The library has a number of books and resources to
help you set spiritual goals and achieve them. Stop
by after services or during the week to find resources that will help you grow!
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Mission Emphasis: Janie Chapman
In John 21:17b, Peter passionately exclaims to Jesus, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I
love you.” Jesus’ response to Peter is one of equal
passion - “Feed My sheep.” Through the Janie
Chapman State Missions Offering, we, as South Carolina Baptists have the opportunity to give and
pray so that more may be “fed” – physically and
spiritually, through a variety of ministries.

quire? What do we have to do? Be obedient and respond, “Yes, Lord!”

Placing aside the fact that Jesus commands us to
love, serve, and care for others, we should be well
motivated and inspired to pray more effectively
and give more abundantly as we read and learn
more about the ministries that are supported
through the Janie Chapman State Missions Offering.
The missions focus areas for 2016 are South Carolina Baptist Disaster Relief, the Detroit Partnership,
School Partnerships, and Church Planting.
The missions opportunities are here in our state.
The ministries and the people leading and participating in the ministries are changing lives across
the state of South Carolina. Human and physical resources can only continue to thrive if we, as South
Carolina Baptists, do our part. What does it re-

Mission Emphasis week:
September 11-18, 2016

Giving to the Janie Chapman offering helps support
disaster relief, Baptist Collegiate Ministries, North
American Missions, church-to-school ministries,
and church planting to reach unreached and underreached people.

State Goal: $1,850,000

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill Music Ministry

By Buster Morris

different studies to choose from. You can learn more
about the studies available and sign up for your choice
on the board in the hallway. My challenge to our senior adults is that we should always desire to stretch
our comfort zones for the Lord. Be a part of a study
this fall with a deep desire to grow in the knowledge
of our Savior and how we can better serve Him.

Another great summer has come and gone. I hope everyone had some good relaxing vacation time. But now
it’s time to go to work. Our music teams are already
busy preparing for our fall and Christmas music. We
are excited about our Christmas musical this year. It
will feature some of that great traditional Christmas
music we all love, but it also has some exciting new
music. Last Christmas, Chris Tomlin came out with a
new Christmas album and I love it. As you might guess,
this year’s musical that we will be sharing has about 5
songs from that album. We are also performing the
drama that was written for this musical. I will soon be
seeking some individuals to fill these parts. Be in
prayer how you might be involved this year. Come join
us on Wednesdays at 7:05 PM in Choir room.

Blessings,
Buster

Opportunities For Service & Fellowship
Thursday, September 8, 2:30 PM – Karesh Wing
Ministry
Monday, September 12, 9:00 AM-2:00 PM –
Hamrick’s Shopping Trip

Malvern Hill “Prime Timer” Ministry

Thursday, September 15, 6:00 PM – Senior Supper

With summer coming to an end it’s time to get back to
the essentials. What I am referring to is the basics of
our faith. Sometimes summer can cause me to become
a little complacent in my walk with God. But don’t
worry we have just the right antidote for that complacency: Fall Equipping Studies. There will be several

Thursday September 22, 2:30 PM – Springdale
Ministry
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams
for the new children’s building. This helps them feel
as though they are a part of the church.
Years ago during VBS, I was talking to the children
as they came in. As two little girls came in, I recognized one who attended infrequently. As I greeted
both of them, the one that I knew introduced me to
the “newcomer.” We talked briefly, and as they went
on their way, the little girl said to the “newcomer”,
“That’s Mrs. Rhonda. She owns this church.” She was
very proud that she knew who I was and knew
something, though erroneous, about the church. I
have thought sadly about this little girl over the
years and how she wanted to feel like she fit in but
was never really given the chance. Parents, I would
like to encourage you to make attendance a priority
for your children so that they feel like they have a
home at Malvern Hill.
Sacks of Love
If you do not know this, Malvern Hill provides Sacks
of Love for Midway Elementary School. Sacks of
Love is a feeding program for children who would
not otherwise have enough food on the weekends.
The school counselors determine who will need the
food along with input from teachers. Midway has a
new school counselor this year whom I am working
with to get a number of children who will need the
Sacks this year. As soon as I get a number, we will
begin to pack the Sacks on Tuesdays at 10:00. I will
have it announced as soon as this happens. Anyone
is welcome to join those of us who have packed the
bags in the past.
Upcoming Events
Wednesday, August 31 – 6th Graders move up to
Youth
Sunday, September 4 – Breakfast during Life
Groups
Wednesday, September 7 – New Church Year
Kickoff – Water Day

Have you ever actually sat down and thought about
what children need? When I was the mother of young
children, I don’t think that was something that I gave a
lot of deep thought to. (I believe that sometimes we
are so busy doing that we don’t spend much time
thinking about what we’re doing.) I instinctively knew
what their basic needs were, but there is so much
more to it than that.
Certainly at the top of the list is the need for a savior. I
believe Malvern Hill does a good job in letting all ages
know that, but beyond that, the church provides for
other needs. Biblical education comes to mind as
something needed in a society where everyone seems
to have an opinion about God that is rarely based on
scripture. Another type of need that is often met by the
church is the need that comes with one of life’s many
problems. Some would call this care ministry.
I have been thinking lately about something that all of
us need that our society is providing less and less.
That need is a sense of belonging to something bigger
than ourselves. This is why I believe that being on
sports teams and even engaging in various forms of
social media are so popular now. Children, also, want
to feel that they are a part of something. While this
need can be met within the family, I believe that it
greatly enriches a child’s life to be a part of a larger
group. This is something that our children’s ministry’s
Life Groups and Wednesday night Bible Club can provide for your child. When they come on a regular basis,
they begin to develop relationships with the other
children as well as the leaders.
During our Life Groups, our children. K5 through 5th
grade, meet as a large group and divide into smaller
groups. This gives them the opportunity to experience
both. I believe the small groups are particularly beneficial to the less outgoing child who would not usually
speak up in a larger group where they may feel intimidated. They get to meet children their own age whom
they often have much in common. Our preschool children stay in the same classroom the entire hour. They,
as well, are building relationships along with being
provided with solid Bible instruction.
On Wednesday evenings, both older and younger children meet to learn about the Bible in a more casual
and easygoing way. Bible skills are taught to the older
children, while the preschoolers learn with activities.
Our older children use this time to make some of the
decisions about the ministry. They are involved in determining some of the things we will do, etc. For example, recently they chose one of the floor coverings

Monday, October 31 - Fall Festival

Student Promotion
Wednesday, August 31
Sunday, September 4
Students move to their new classes and Life
Groups for the 2016-2017 church year.
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Generation180 Ministry (Student Ministry)

By Luke Tolbert

study from 8:30-10:00AM at the Chestnuts’. All of our
student girls are encouraged to come!

A new school year has begun and the craziness of
homework, new classes, sports practices, and everything else is in full swing. In the midst of all these
things, let me remind you of two things:

Parent Meeting (Sunday, September 11) – We will
have a meeting at 4:00PM in the gym to talk through
the calendar for the year, changes in our student ministry, and how we can partner together to make an
impact in the lives of our students.

• Communication –Our adult leaders and I want to
have a healthy ministry that changes lives. One of
the best ways to do that is by communicating
with one another, so do not hesitate to call or
stop by and talk with us. There are also a number
of ways that you can stay up-to-date with all that
is going on in our Student Ministry.
o Social Media – We are on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.
o E-mail – Make sure your e-mail is up-to-date
in Church Community Builder
o Texts – Sign up for our new text message
service with Remind.com.
• Parent Meeting – Please plan to attend the upcoming Parent Meeting as we talk about ways for
us to partner together to disciple our students.

LifeGroup Breakfast (Sunday, September 18) – We
will have combined LifeGroups on this Sunday and fellowship over breakfast.
Nerf War (Saturday, September 24) –We will have a
Nerf War from 6:30-8:30PM. Please bring your friends
(but have them fill out a release form)! Sign up are
available on the Student Ministry bulletin board.
See You at the Pole Rally (Wednesday, September
28) – We are working on the final details on our
SYATP Rally which will be held from 6:30-8:00PM at
Camden High School. The River Band will lead our
worship through music and we are going to have a
great night! Invite your friends as we worship together.

Upcoming Events
Breakfast and the Bible (Saturday, September 3) –
Our Girls’ LifeGroup will have their student-led Bible

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
Our Equipping Studies will begin on Sunday, September 18 at 6:00PM. Sign up by Sunday, September 4!

By Luke Tolbert

I Peter: A Living Hope in Christ by Jen Wilkin
(Women’s Study)– In 1 Peter, a man of faith and
flaws and eyewitness to the life of Christ challenges
us to look beyond our current circumstances to a
future inheritance. He shares his concerns on big
picture issues for the early church, describes believers’ true identity in Christ, and ultimately helps
readers discover what it means to experience the
Living Hope they have in Christ. Cost: $13

Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian
Convictions Gregory Koukl (General Study)– Tired
of finding yourself flat-footed and intimidated in conversations? This study will teach you how to maneuver comfortably and graciously about your Christian
convictions in any. Cost: $10
Onward: Engaging the Culture Without Losing the
Gospel by Russell Moore (General Study) –As the
culture changes all around us, it is no longer possible
for Christians to pretend that we are a moral majority.
What's needed now, in shifting times, is neither a
doubling-down on the status quo nor a retreat into
isolation. Instead, we need a church that speaks to social and political issues with a bigger vision in mind:
that of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Cost: $13

Living in Truth: Confident Conversation in a Conflicted Culture by Mary Jo Sharp (Women’s
Study)– False ideas within the body of Christ and
the influence of culture crack our foundation of
faith. The goal of this study is to help every Christian effectively converse on truth in the midst of a
confused culture. Cost: $13

Secret Church: Christ, Culture, and a Call to Action
(General Study)– David Platt addresses the critical
social issues of our day (abortion, orphan and widow
care, poverty, slavery, sexuality, immigration, liberty,
and unreached people groups) from the standpoint of
the gospel and God’s Word. Cost: Free
5

Decisions by Eric Mason and Dug Down Deep by
Joshua Harris (Youth Study)– Decisions takes a
look at what the Bible has to say about the choices
we make while Dug Down Deep covers the basics of
faith—God, scripture, Jesus, the cross, salvation,
sanctification, the Holy Spirit and the church. Don’t
settle for superficial faith, dig deep. Cost: Free
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Monthly Calendar

September 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3
Breakfast
and the
Bible

9/1
9/3
9/4
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/10

4
Promotion
Sunday Students
move up

5

6

7

Labor Day

8

9

10

Karesh Wing
Ministry

9/14
9/16

Love, Serve,
Give

11
Gen180
Parent
Meeting

9/11
9/12

12
Hamrick’s
Shopping
Trip
Budget and
Finance Mtg.

13

14

Mission
Bible Study

15

16

Senior
Supper

Mission
Prayer
Group

17

9/17
9/19
9/20
9/23

Beth Moore
Simulcast

9/25
9/27

24

9/28

Deacons
Mtg.

18

19

20

21

Equipping
Studies
Begin

25

22

23

Springdale

26

27

28
See You at
the Pole Day
of Prayer
See You at
the Pole
Rally at CHS

29

Nerf War

30
Men’s
Bible Study

9/29
9/30

Marlene Bantum
Patsy Brogdon
Margie Thomas
Buddy Arledge
Kelly Anderson
Miles Taylor
Quay Young
Livia Savage
Justin McCaskill
Teresa Colvin
Barbara Mason
Jase McCoy
Algie Davis
Missi Lemonds
Julius Gause
Dee Michaelsen
Bracey Bantum
Sara Milliski
Mary Cole
Erin Brown
Robert Adams
Verena Stock
Gauge Morgan
Allen Roberts
Lennox Cotton
Jim Lantz
Velma Correll
Mildred Rogers
Paul Davis
Jay Colvin
Angela Thompson
Meredith Morris
Kristie Williams
Brandon Johnson
JP Watkins
Jason McCaskill
Tammy Bennett

9/2 Jim & Pat Lantz
9/8 John & Neely Allen
9/9 Robert & Shirley Muncaster
9/13 George & Anne Dixon
9/16 Brian & Amy Morris
9/17 Don & Marlene Bantum
9/21 Carl & Judy Kambeitz

Malvern Hill Baptist Church
1514 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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