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July 2016

From the Pastor’s Desk

By Craig Thompson

old. Celebrate our country and the freedoms we are
afforded as citizens of this great republic this Independence Day. Celebrate also the freedom you have
in Christ and invite others into His kingdom to share
with you in his freedom.

July is always an exciting and tiring time for me. The
4th of July represents one of my favorite times of the
year. Not only do we celebrate our independence as a
free nation, my family also gathers each year for our
largest annual reunion. As cousins and relatives have
aged and life has grown increasingly more complex,
holidays like Christmas, Thanksgiving, and Easter
have become more about immediate family than about
extended family and, as a result, there are many of my
family members that I do not see during those times of
the year. July 4th, however, has become the one time
of the year when the majority of the family is able to
make it “home” to eat, fellowship, and celebrate as a
family. My kids get to play with my cousins’ kids and
see grandparents and aunts and uncles.

I pray this July that God blesses our nation and calls us
to Him in revival. I pray also that the people of God
would rise up and reach our nation for Christ. Christ
has given us the opportunity to live in a free nation
where we can proclaim his love to all. Let us never
take that for granted.

It’s during this day as we celebrate independence and
family, that I am driven to consider my freedom in
Christ and my relationship to his body. Just as I have
an earthly, biological family, I also have a heavenly
family . . . a family that is made up of people from all
walks of life, nationalities, and times in history. This
family is unique because I was invited into it by my
Savior. Jesus saved me and made me a part of his family, and for that I am eternally grateful.

What’s Inside this Issue:

I’m thankful to be a United States citizen. There is no
other nation in the world in which I would rather live.
However, as thankful as I am to be a citizen of this
earthly kingdom, I am ever more grateful to be a citizen of Christ’s Kingdom. His is one that is eternal.
Christ’s reign shall never fade and shall never grow
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut

The family mission trip to Clarkston, Ga. was a wonderful experience for me! I have never been in such a
diverse, multicultural area where I was able to walk
among many different people groups from many different countries all around the world: Burma, Pakistan, Ethiopia, China, Korea, Iraq, Vietnam, Thailand,
Bosnia, and many more. The people there are beautiful, friendly, and hospitable. It truly was a wonderful
experience.
One of the pastors we met, Pastor James, ministers to
the Burmese people. Pastor James is currently seeking
asylum in the United States because a warrant has
been issued for his arrest in his country. His crime?
Preaching the gospel. He is labeled as a “trouble maker” and is not able to return to his homeland. Pastor
James is passionate about sharing the love of Christ
with his people and other people groups in Clarkston
and around the world.
During one of his talks with us, Pastor James spoke of
the great missionary Adoniram Judson who was America’s first foreign missionary. Judson desired that the
people of Burma would be able to receive the Good
News of Jesus Christ in their own language, so he was
the first to translate the Bible into the Burmese lan-

guage. His work today remains the
best Burmese translation of the Bible
and is still widely used among the
Burmese people. You can read about
Adoniram Judson and a number of
other missionaries in the YWAM
Christian Heroes: Then and Now series
by Janet and Geoff Benge. These
books are inspiring true stories of men and women
who answered God’s call. Check out these books for
yourself and share the stories with your children. I
hope you will read about Christian missionaries and
be inspired to share Jesus with someone you know!
Last week, I was able to experience a foreign culture
without even leaving this country, and it has impacted me deeply. I pray that I have the opportunity to go again. Given the opportunity, I pray that you
would consider visiting Clarkston and seeing faceto-face these people from around the world who
want what you and I want: a place to live and work
and raise their children in safety. Pray for these
people and for the pastors who are diligently working to offer them the true, living hope of Jesus
Christ.
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Mission Emphasis: Vienna, Austria
On Sunday evening, July 10, David and Lindsey Easler
will be with us in our service sharing about their work
in Vienna, Austria. David and Lindsey are selfsupported missionaries with Greater Europe Mission.
David and Lindsey’s work in Vienna helps Greater Europe Mission (GEM) achieve their goal of reaching Europe by multiplying disciples and growing Christ’s
church.
David is an ordained Southern Baptist minister who
has pastored in North Carolina. He and Lindsey have
three children.
As you look forward to David and Lindsey’s visit, pray
about joining with others in our church that support
them financially. Also pray for their family as then enjoy some time in the United States and for their expanding ministry in Vienna. Pray especially for their
language acquisition and improvement. German is a
difficult language and being removed from Austrian
culture for a month can hamper their growth in language skills.

By: Craig Thompson

To help you pray more specifically, consider the
following facts and figures:
•

•
•
•
•

2% – The percentage of the European
population that claims to know Jesus
personally.
50 – The number of key cities GEM hopes
to reach in 5 years.
8.5 Million – The population of Austria.
8 – Unreached people groups in Austria.
.5% – The percentage of the Austrian
population who claim to be evangelical.

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

Malvern Hill Music Ministry
I read a statement that said that worship renewal
does not consist of moving chairs in a circle, rearranging the order of worship, or finding new gimmicks.
The heart of worship renewal is a recovery of the
power of the Holy Spirit, who enables the congregation to offer praise and thanksgiving to God. Unfortunately the missing ingredient in our worship is often
the power of the Holy Spirit. I believe to experience all
that God has for us during worship on any Sunday
morning it takes preparation. As we spend time on a
daily basis seeking God during our devotions we
should be specifically preparing for our time of corporate worship, asking Christ through His spirit to fill
our hearts with His power and presence. That means
asking for clean hands and pure hearts and feasting on
His word. There is a new song our Praise team is
working on and this is the chorus of the song:

Malvern Hill Prime Timer Ministry
First of all I want to say to the church “great job” with
VBS. Ronda and April along with a great host of others
blessed this community last month. I specifically want
to say to the kitchen crew, which was made up of
mostly “senior adults” great work and dedication to
our Lord and his church. We also had a couple of our
youth that helped us and they did an outstanding job.
You all stepped up to the plate and hit a homerun for
Jesus!

“Holy Spirit You are welcome here, Come flood this
place and fill the atmosphere, Your glory God is
what our hearts long for, To be overcome by Your
Presence Lord”.

Thursday, July 14, 2:30 PM Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday July 21, 10:30 AM, Peach Trip to McBee
(No Senior Supper)
Thursday July 28, 2:30 PM, Springdale Ministry

When was the last time you were overcome by His
Spirit?

Let me remind our folks about our trip to Pigeon
Forge Tennessee in October. This senior conference
has a great lineup of speakers, singers, and comedians,
and the mountains should be in all their glory the
week that we are there. More information is available
and the signup sheet is in the hallway.
Coming Events and Ministry Opportunities
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

All of us have comfort zones that we prefer to live in.
There it is safe and predictable, and we know what to
do and how to do it. We don’t have to be that flexible
to live there. We like our comfort zones because we
find regular happiness there, and we have low levels of
anxiety and stress. We cannot, however, stay in our
comfort zones and at the same time, surrender everything to Christ.

VBS staff, know that you have been used for the
Kingdom of God. I heard comments coming from
parents such as, “This is a great thing y’all are doing
for the community.” It does not happen without you
being willing to leave your comfort zone. Church,
thank you for your willingness to fund Vacation Bible School. I know it is a major church expenditure,
and more and more churches are not doing VBS
with funding as part of the issue. Thank you that you
are not one of those churches. I believe that because
of VBS we will continue to be blessed!

In the last few weeks, I have been taking some time to
think about Vacation Bible School. While we can always find something that we believe needs improving,
I would like to take the opportunity to quote part of
Matthew 25:23 in saying, “Well done good and faithful
servant!” VBS staff, you had the opportunity to reach
out to the community around you, and you took it. You
showed the love of Christ through the various acts of
love you showed through the week.

Summer Camp
Please pray for the 18 of us going to camp in a few
weeks. Camp can be difficult because we are in close
quarters with some unchurched children as well as
some adult church leaders who don’t want to be
there (sad but true.) Pray that we will have the right
attitude throughout the week.

I remember being asked questions up to the week before VBS in which I did not have the answers. We had
very little control over a lot of things. We found out the
Wednesday before that we were sharing the school
with another group who were coming in during the
day. Because of that, we had to accept the fact that
some of our VBS decorations would probably be damaged, if not destroyed, and they were. We could not
have the types of decorations that we usually have. We
had to look past all of that, and not let those types of
things get in the way.

New Church Year
The new church year begins the first week in September. That may seem like a long time away, but
time is flying! I have begun recruiting children’s
ministry workers for the new year. If you would like
to be a part of a great group of leaders, please see
me. We’ll talk about the spiritual gifts you believe
you can use for the Kingdom of God through the
children’s ministry, and we’ll plug you in to a great
experience in service.

During the week of VBS, I help lead the worship and
teach the 1st through 6th grade Bible studies. For those
Bible studies, the children are divided into three
groups. On one of the nights, I had sixty-nine 1st and
2nd graders in one class. Surprisingly enough and even
though the experts tell us that this will not work, it
does. The children tend to be very attentive and overall well behaved. They are able to answer the questions about what we have studied at the end of the
week, and I think they are taking away something
from the classes. It was a blessing to me.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, August 28, 9:15 AM - Promotion Sunday

As is the case in any new environment, we had to
make some changes along the way. In some ways it
was like VBS missions; however, VBS missions is not
usually done on such a large scale. I have not received
the final numbers, but from what I can see, it was our
largest VBS since 2011. Seventy-nine children came
forward to receive salvation counseling. As is often the
case, most came forward for more information, but we
know from their questions that seeds were definitely
planted.
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Generation180 Ministry (Student Ministry)

By Luke Tolbert

Mission Fuge Camp (Monday, July 25-Saturday, July
30) – Be in prayer for our 35 students and adults who
will be going to camp this year!

As I write this newsletter article, we are preparing to
kick off our Counter Culture study on Wednesday
nights. Parents, I would strongly encourage you to
make sure your teenager participates in this study.
For many of our students, they are growing up in a
world that is hostile to the orthodox Christian faith.
This study will help our students to think through
why they believe what they believe so that they can
stand with courage and compassion in our rapidly
changing culture. Our Counter Culture series will meet
on the following Wednesday nights: June 30, July 6,
July 13, July 20, August 3, August 10, and August 17.

Ski Trip Deposits Due (Sunday, August 7) – The cost
is $200 per person or $360 for those families with two
children going. The initial deposit of $50 per person
will be due by Sunday, August 7. Information about
the ski trip is available on the student ministry bulletin board.

Upcoming Events
Poolside Bible Study (Thursday, July 14) – Larry and
Beverly Rogers will host our students for a poolside
Bible study from 6:30-8:30PM on July 14. We will
have plenty of snacks so bring a friend!
Volleyball Night (Monday, July 18) – We will have a
volleyball and ice cream night at Scott Park on July 18
from 6:30-8:00PM. Scott Park is located off Battleship
Road in Camden. Sign up on the student ministry
board if you can make it!

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
This month, I want to encourage you again to check
out many of the conferences, Bible studies, and other
resources available through our partnership with
RightNow Media. All of the resources available
through RightNow Media are available to our members for free on your computer, tablet, or
smartphone.* Here are some of the videos that I would
recommend checking out:
Secret Church (General Studies) – There are 15 different Secret Church studies on a variety of topics. You
can download the study guides for
free from www.radical.net. Our
church library might have some available from previous studies as well.
There are some excellent studies on
basic topics like, “How to Study the
Bible,” “Survey of the Old Testament,”
and “Survey of the New Testament.”
However, there are also a number of topical studies
like “Family, Marriage, Sex and the Gospel,” “The Cross
and Everyday Life,” and Heaven, Hell, and the End of
the World” that I would encourage you to check out.
Each study is broken down into approximately four
hour-long sessions.

By Luke Tolbert

Work as Worship (Conference Sessions) – The Work as Worship conference desires to show how “there isn’t
a divide between the sacred and secular parts of our lives and that working
with our God-given skills can be an
act of worship.” Through these conference sessions, you will hear from a variety of committed Christians who are seeking to
make a difference in the world thorough their vocation.
Kids on Mission (Children) – This series, produced by our own International Mission Board, shows how children can be part of the Great Commission. Each 3-4 minute video helps to
educate children about missions around the world
while showing them ways that they can be involved in
sharing the gospel in their communities and around
the world. This could be a great resource to incorporate into your times of family worship!
*As a member of Malvern Hill, you have free access to these studies.
Check your e-mail for an invitation from RightNow Media. If you do not
have an invitation, please contact me.
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Monthly Calendar

July 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2

7/1
7/2
7/3
7/5

7/6
7/7
7/9

3

4

No Evening
Services

5

6

7

8

9

Women’s
Self-Defense
Class

July 4th

7/11
7/12
7/13
7/14
7/15
7/20

10
Mission
Emphasis
(PM Service)

11

12

13

Mission
Budget and
Bible Study
Finance Mtg.
Deacons
Mtg.

14

15

16

Karesh Wing
Ministry

Mission
Prayer
Group

7/23
7/24
7/25

Poolside
Bible Study

7/26

Camp Longridge

17
LifeGroup
Fellowship

24

18

19

20

26

27

Church-wide
Fellowship

31

22

23

Prime
Timers’
Peach Trip

Volleyball
Night

25

21

28
Springdale
Ministry

M-Fuge

7/21
7/22

7/28
7/29
7/31

29
Men’s
Bible Study

30

7/3
7/5
7/7
7/8
7/22
7/25
7/27
7/28
7/30

Josh Dixon
John Piros
James Brogdon
Jules Lemonds
Robert Muncaster
Shirley Muncaster
Andrew Arledge
Vivian Piros
Michael Thomas
Audrey Barfield
Wade Lemonds
Peyton Thompson
Caden Taylor
David Hance
Julian Morris
Russell Glasscock
Ryan Thomas
Hanna Bowers
Mary Eddings
Scott Holden
Zeb Belton
Travis Milliski
Lynda Ham
Jacob Mathis
Summer Morgan
Wilma Arledge
Ruth Graham
Renee Broughton
Taylor Roberts
Pam Glasscock
Trey Thompson
Macie Guinn
Cole Thompson
David Anderson
Caylee Hayes
Thomas Holden

Jim and Jerri Keller
Robert and Mary Eddings
Brandon and Michelle
Johnson
Charles and Cheryl Colvin
Phil and Beth Jeffers
Larry and Beverly Rogers
Shawn and Brenda Tarte
Lee and Suzanne Arthur
Paul and Sarah Odom
Wade and JoAnn Rush
Bryan and Ginger
Chestnut

Malvern Hill Baptist Church
1514 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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