
                                                                  

February is often considered the month of love because of Valentine’s Day.  And most 
of us will think of our loving spouse or significant other on February 14th.  However, 
some of us don’t have a “honey” with whom to exchange gifts, so Valentine’s Day can 
be a painful reminder of being alone.  To overcome some of our biases about love, I 
thought you might want to consider the following information.   

The early Greeks had three words for love, with each word meaning something 
different.  First there was philia, which described the love one feels for a friend.  
Philadelphia is named for philia and that is why we call it the City of Brotherly Love.  
The second word for love was eros, which was defined as romantic and/or erotic love.   
Eros is what we generally think about when we hear the word love.  And, eros is what 
we celebrate on Valentine’s Day.   

The third type of love is what the Greeks called agape.  Agape was defined as divine 
love such as the love God showed humankind by sending his son, Jesus Christ, to save 
us.  When applied to humanity, the term means selfless and self-giving love.  Agape is 
best demonstrated when we enter into the service of others.  Agape is also what Paul 
was describing when he wrote the beautiful words in 1 Corinthians 13 – “Love is 
patient, love is kind… Love never fails.” (Read all of 1 Corinthians 13 for a full 
understanding of agape.) 

Agape is the kind of love that Jesus demonstrated toward all people.  Jesus never said 
that eros was unimportant or in anyway wrong, but he did emphasis agape as the best 
way to be in relationship with one another.  For the early Christians, agape came to 
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mean Christian love, the love that makes us forget our differences in order that we 
might enter into a relationship of spirituality and service to one another.  The early 
Christians also participated in what they called the Agape or Love Feast.  Some suggest 
that the Love Feast was the same as The Lord’s Supper, but it is was actually more akin 
to our own favorite potluck!  

So this month, as we look towards Valentine’s Day, remember that agape is the greatest 
love of all and is the kind of love that we can and should celebrate on Valentine’s Day, 
whether we are single or coupled.  My prayer for each of you is that you will find agape 
in your heart this month, and throughout the rest of the year. 

Peace & Love, 
Pastor Joy 

Happy Birthday to Our Friends!   
Mary Joan Morris, Sandi Kjar, Heidi Undlin, Kelsey Long, Jack Christenson,                 

Sam Christenson, Logan Jenkins, Amber Ingels, Karen Mascitelli, Ray Kjar, Helen Riker

Update from the Trustees  
Who are these people?  What do they do?  Why do we care?     
In the United Methodist tradition (although the denomination is the ultimate authority), 
the Trustees are in charge of our church property.  They can buy or sell or encumber both 
the parsonage and the church plant itself.  They authorize additions and deletions as regard 
our church property.  The State of California recognizes the Trustees as the owners of our 
property for legal purposes. 

Now--who are these people?  First of all, they must be a member of Christ Church by the 
Sea.  Second, they are willing to make the sometimes hard decisions in order to ensure a 
Methodist presence in Newport Beach.  The Board of Trustees is comprised of Chuck 
Remley, Sandi Kjar, Barbara Thibault, Steve Harris, Gregg Swirck and Nikkie Hocking. 

The Trustees are elected to three year terms, and this year they will meet six times.  
Although these folks put in considerable time on maintenance projects, they are not the 
custodians--that duty falls to very member of the church family. 

Too much information?  I don't think so.  We should all be aware of the duties and 
responsibilities of this vital part of our congregation.



Staff Update 
This is a Day of New Beginnings!    
It is with great excitement that your Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
reintroduces Andrew Ponder Williams to the Christ Church congregation.  As you 
know, Andrew has been our church administrator since September.  He’s done a 
remarkable job including redesigning our webpage (www.christbytheseanb.org), and 
updating all of our brochures, newspaper advertisements, etc.   

For the past four weeks, we have been working with Andrew to develop a new position 
at Christ Church for his special talents.  As we look toward growth of the congregation, 
especially with young people, Andrew has agreed to become our Director of Ministries 
and Congregational Growth.  His emphasis will be on reaching out to the young adults 
that frequent the Balboa Peninsula and touching their hearts and lives for Christ.  
Additionally, Andrew will keep us current with the variety of social media that drives 
churches these days.  

Andrew will preach on Sunday, February 7th, to share his thoughts about the spiritual 
needs of his generation and how Christ Church can connect with this group that is 
missing from our community of faith.  Come and hear him as we enter this new era in 
the life of Christ Church by the Sea.

Cystic Fibrosis Fundraiser-Annual Fashion Show Luncheon  
Saturday, February 20 at 11:00 (No Host) and 11:45 (Lunch)  

This event will raise money for children and youth as scholarship programs for nurses.  
The event will be held at the Newport Harbor Post 291 on 15th street.  Contact Helen 
Riker for tickets (949) 548-3561 or the Legion Post 291 office (949) 673-5070, ext. 100.  
Please make checks payable to Salon 163.   

http://www.christbytheseanb.org
http://www.christbytheseanb.org


Family Promise  
Thank You Christ Church!!   
Hello Pastor Joy and friends at CCBTS, 

I wanted to say thank you for your congregation's support in hosting this last year. You 
assisted us to return 127 individuals including 78 children to housing in 2015! I am so 
happy that Christ Church became involved, and that you are continuing to work with us 
in 2016. Attached is a letter detailing the volunteer hours, meals, and bed nights provided 
by the congregation, both last year and since you began working with us. I think you will 
be surprised by the numbers in the document! You have made a huge impact, both for 
Family Promise and in the lives of our families.  

Please let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to continuing to work with 
you to empower families in Orange County. 

Casey Crosbie, Executive Director  

Golf Tournament  
Alright!  What’s So Special About June 11, 2016?   
That date marks the 25th charity golf tournament put on by Christ Church by the Sea.  
Think of it—a quarter of a century! 

Here are the particulars on that Saturday: 
 Place:  Costa Mesa Country Club 
 Putting contest:  9:30 a.m.  ($1.00 each entry) 
 1st tee time:  10:30 a.m. 
 Dinner:  At the church, 6:00 p.m. 
 Cost:  Golf and dinner is $110.00  and dinner only is $20.00 per person 

Reservations for golfing and dinner will start March 1st. 

Here are areas where we need your help: 
 Gathering gift certificates and other prizes from local businesses and individuals. 
 Underwriters to help defray miscellaneous expenses connected to the event. 

This event supports our mission work locally and also specific projects globally. 
Remember that this tournament is open to all levels of golfers and teams will be 
established prior to the tournament.  Don't miss out! 

Chuck Remley, Tournament Chairman



 

February Program  
Wednesday, February 10th at 10AM 
The UMW will be meeting at 10 in the morning on Wednesday, 
February 10 in Goodell Hall.  Susan Theron will continue our 
theme of stewardship of our ocean environment.  Carol will 
present some information on recent UMCOR mission work.  
Come and join our time of fellowship and inspiration. 

Also there is an opportunity to attend the Mesa Verde UMW 
brunch on Saturday, February 13.  The speaker is Valerie 
Matsumoto, an author and professor of History and Asian 
American Studies at UCLA.  Contact Carol Harader at 
714-546-6840 if you are interested.

Ash Wednesday at Christ Church 
Multiple Opportunities for this Special Day   
The season of Lent begins in just a few weeks.  Wednesday, February 10th is Ash 
Wednesday, which starts the journey toward the cross and onto the resurrection and new 
life.   

There will be two opportunities to observe Ash Wednesday.  The first is from 7:00am – 
Noon.  Pastor Joy will be present in the sanctuary to impose ashes for those who wish to 
mark the day with the traditional cross of ashes on your foreheads.  

The second time to remember the day will begin at 6:00pm with dinner and a service.  
The service will be a Messy Church service designed to include people of all ages. The 
service will begin in the fellowship hall and end in the sanctuary. We encourage everyone 
to come and be a part of this special day. 

Lenten Study  
Tuesdays at 10:30AM and 7:00PM 
To prepare our hearts for the sorrow of the crucifixion and the joy of the resurrection, we 
will participate in a five-week Bible study during Lent.  Beginning Tuesday, February 16th 
we will meet weekly.  There will be a class held at 10:30am and another at 7:00pm. 
Choose the time that is best for you.  Each will be in the Bell Library.  Let us prepare our 
hearts to receive the sacrifice of love made for each of us. 



Wednesday, February 3rd  

6:30PM:  Choir Practice in Sanctuary  

7:30PM:  Messy Church Meeting in Bell Library  

Saturday, February 6th  

9:00AM: Finance Committee Meeting at Panera in Costa Mesa  

Sunday, February 7th 

11:30AM:  Community and Faith Group-prayer and conversations about current events  

Wednesday, February 10th  

10:00AM:  UMW program  

7AM-Noon: Ashes Imposed in Sanctuary  

6:00PM:  Special Ash Wednesday Messy Church  

Sunday, February 14th  

11:15AM: Valentine’s Day Celebration  

Monday, February 15th 

Office Closed for President’s Day  

Tuesday, February 16th  

10:30AM and 7:00PM:  Lenten Study in Bell Library  

Tuesday, February 23rd  

10:30AM and 7:00PM: Lenten Study in Bell Library  

Sunday, February 28th 

11:15AM: Administrative Board Meeting  
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