
                                                                  

Thoughts of Joy… 
   God provides! 
Your SeaBreeze is a bit late this month for several reasons.  First, I was on vacation, 
second, when I returned it was the 4th of July holiday, and third, I didn’t know what to 
write to you!  But, now I do so here we go… 

I want to begin this message with a “Thank You!” to everyone at Christ Church by the 
Sea for a wonderful first year of ministry with all of you.  My family and I feel so 
welcome and a part of your lives.  I look forward to many more years of serving you. 

Next, I want to reflect on the Stewardship and Capital campaigns for this year.  
Throughout May and June Ray Kjar and I spent time with most of you discussing the 
finances of the church.  We shared with you the realities of our resources and our 
needs (both for ministry and for upkeep.)  All of our small group meetings were 
positive, with important feedback coming in; we even had some fun in the process.   

The very good news is that we have nearly realized our goals for these two campaigns.  
Your generosity has been remarkable.  When you understood the need and heard God’s 
call on your life, you responded with incredible kindness.  To date, we have seen an 
increase in pledged giving of just over 9%, and the Capital pledges have already reached 
nearly 50% of goal.  God has provided abundantly for us! 

Talking about money in the church is a lot like walking a tight rope.  One must be 
careful to keep the balance between reality and disaster.  I want to assure everyone that 
Christ Church by the Sea is in good financial standing.  We always need to share 
reality, but we don’t want anyone to think we are poor or struggling.   We have exactly 
what God wants us to have to advance His ministry in this community. 



                                                                  

Finally, I want to let you know that we are continuing to work toward bringing a big 
vision to you for the church and the Newport Beach community.  In September we will 
rollout the Vision Plan for the church.  It includes several things that we’ve already 
been working on, like the Senior Ministry and Young Adult ministry, but we will take 
next steps with those.  One example is that we talked about bringing food trucks onto 
our property as a means of connecting with young people.  Though we have met a few 
obstacles, we will continue to work toward finding ways to connect with our neighbors 
and visitors.   

I am now starting my fifteenth year under appointment as a local church pastor.  One 
thing I’ve learned is that the Holy Spirit is always present and always guiding us.  
Sometimes we don’t clearly understand what we’re supposed to do, but if you keep 
working at it, praying and listening, we will eventually see the fruits of our labors 
rewarded in ways that we never imagined.   

Shalom, 
Pastor Joy 

Recently I have been going through some historical materials in some of our 
out of the way filing cabinets to explore more about the history of our beloved 

church.  I have not been disappointed with the treasure trove of ideas that 
have resulted from finding gems like this newsletter from the 1950s.  At that 
time our monthly publication was called “High Tidings.”  You may also notice 
the beautiful depiction of Christ Church as it appeared at that time.  So what 
was the big story in February 1959!?  The newsletter’s main article was about 
getting into Christ’s Orbit in response to the focus of the time being on space 
exploration.  This is similar to today of course because of the Jupiter mission! 

Tune in next month when I will share in the Sea Breeze the original 
architects’s plans for Christ Church drafted in the 1930s.   

We are blessed by our unique story.  I hope it inspires you as well!   
                 Andrew Ponder Williams, Growth and Communications Specialist 



God Answered Our Prayers  
Update from the SPRC  
It is always amazing how God works in our lives.  As a Staff Parrish Committee, we 
were presented with the challenge to find a person who had the key skills to be an 
Administrative Assistant to Pastor Joy and the church and the skills to broaden our 
footprint in the community through social media via an interactive website, Facebook, 
Twitter, Mail Chimp, Memes, Instagram and all the new mediums of tomorrow.   

Well God not only introduced us to one person, but sent us two!!  Lori Weigel has 
fantastic skills to perform the administrative work for the pastor and lay leaders of the 
church.  She is the receptionist and many times the first “voice” of the church.  She 
manages the office, insuring we have the needed supplies and equipment to run the 
church and maintains all required records.  Lori helps with the printed material 
production and helps with weekly and special worship experiences.  She also manages 
the church calendar and communicates with all people who are interested in using the 
church for different functions.   

If Lori does all this, what in the world does Andrew Ponder Williams do? Andrew is 
focused on all the mediums of outreach and the mission of growing the church. 
Andrew is “branding” the church.  As you look at different materials, they all have our 
brand of “why do you come to the sea?”  “Emerge at Christ Church”.  Andrew is 
marketing the church in different ways, through the website, in the monthly Sea 
Breeze, in the weekly eBreeze and on social media. You would be shocked to know how 
many people look at our website and FaceBook page each week!!



Regaining the Power of the Early Church 
New Study Starting Tuesday, August 2  
Journey inside the pages of Scripture to meet a personal God who enters individual 
lives and begins a creative work from the inside out. Shaped with the individual in 
mind, Immersion encourages simultaneous engagement both with the Word of God and 
with the God of the Word to become a new creation in Christ. 

Immersion, inspired by a fresh translation--the Common English Bible--stands firmly on 
Scripture and helps readers explore the emotional, spiritual, and intellectual needs of 
their personal faith. More importantly, you’ll be able to discover God’s revelation 
through readings and reflections. 

Pastor Joy is excited to offer this 4-week Bible Study on the Acts of the Apostles to you 
beginning Tuesday, August 2nd-August 23rd.  There will be two meeting times on 
Tuesdays, one at 10:30am in the church lobby and the second at 7:00pm in the Bell 
Library.  Sign up to receive your book (cost is $8.50), on Sunday, July 10th or call the 

Andrew is working on the formation of new ministry programs focused on the young 
adults.  He organized a young adult beach day where United Methodists from seven 
churches “came to the sea” to have fun and fellowship. 

Andrew designed a card and has distributed to the area hotels, to let people visiting 
know that “they have come to the sea” and can “emerge at Christ Church”.  He also 
designed the materials for our stewardship campaign and has added a feature where 
people can donate to Christ Church online. 

We are blessed to have both of these talented people be part of our church team.  If you 
have not met them, please do.   

Blessings, 
Cathy Saari, SPRC Chair

Noah’s Ark 
Children’s 

Center Sunday 
Worship 

…
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Sunday July 3 

10:00AM: Worship in the Sanctuary  

Monday, July 4 

Church Office Closed for Holiday  

Sunday, July 10 

10:00AM: Worship in the Sanctuary  

Tuesday, July 12 

8:30AM: Women’s Breakfast at Malarky’s  

Sunday, July 24 

10:00AM: Worship in the Sanctuary  

Sunday, July 31 

10:00AM: Worship in the Sanctuary  

Special Notice:                                                                                                                      
PLEASE DO NOT DUMP ANY TRASH IN THE ALLEY AS PEOPLE WILL SEE THIS AS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO ADD TO THE PILE.  WE HAVE TO PAY TO HAVE LARGE ITEMS 
PICKED UP AND ARE LIMITED TO THE NUMBER OF ITEMS AND PICK-UPS.  Thank You!   

Happy Birthday!! 

Jaci Ingels 
Carol Saunders 
Darrell Lightner 

John Brown 
Susan Theron 

Dorothy Christenson 
Paula Knight 
Chloe Harris 

                       

The women will be having breakfast on 
Tuesday, July 12th at 8:30 at Malarkys on 
Newport Blvd.  Come and join us!

http://www.ChristByTheSeaNB.org
http://www.ChristByTheSeaNB.org

