
  

 

Inside this issue:  

View from the Pulpit 1-2 

Community Outreach 2 

Lamb of God School 3 

Theyõll Know... 4 

Community Spotlight 5 

Consecration Sunday 5 

First Suppers Recipe 6 

Council Highlights 6 

Reports, Birthdays, &  

Announcements 
7 

&)234 -!44%23 
First Lutheran Church  

SEPTEMBER 2017 

View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds  

My first congregation opted to 

make it a clean-up day around 

the church. The property was 

on a very visible corner in an 

established east-Atlanta neigh-

borhood. The road we were on 

was often bumper-to-bumper 

traffic Saturday mornings. We 

really needed a good clean-up, 

and in that regard it was good 

for the community. We got tre-

mendous visibility in our yellow 

shirts and a lot of ôwaves and 

staresõ from folks stopping and 

staring on that busy road. That 

congregation never really 

learned to ôstep outõ or ôstep 

upõ its community involvement. 

It struggles to this day to do 

òGodõs Work. Our Hands.ó 

In New Mexico, the congrega-

tion had never participated in 

GWOH before I arrived. We 

used it as a way to develop 

community involvement. Again 

we had a great location on a 

busy road; but we were invisi-

ble to the community. We had 

an older congregation but we 

found creative ways to be in-

volved. We cleaned up a city 

park, picked trash up on vari-

ous city properties, hosted a 

teacherõs lunch at our nearby 

and very struggling public ele-

mentary school. We had a 

team go to retirement homes 

to provide ice cream sundaes 

for residents. We cleaned up 

Yellow t-shirts. Never in my life 

did I own a yellow t-shirt. Then 

the ELCA began òGodõs Work. 

Our Hands.ó Now I easily have 

a dozen or more of them. My 

first thought when I saw them 

was òwhat an obnoxious color.ó 

I donõt know that Iõve changed 

my opinion. I do know that Iõve 

seen a lot more of them where 

ELCA Lutherans do their minis-

try. 

Years ago on my first call, when 

the program began, our church 

wanted to participate. We really 

didnõt know how or what to do. 

Thatõs the curse and blessing 

of new programs. You donõt 

know. You canõt resort to the 

standard Lutheran default posi-

tion of òWeõve always done it 

that way.ó Because we havenõt 

done anything, which sadly is 

also a Lutheran default posi-

tion. So you try many things. 

Some work well, some donõt.  

neighborõs yards and a few of 

our membersõ unable-to- 

maintain yards. We were a 

rather odd-looking group at 

times. Yet we found meaning-

ful ways to serve. GWOH was 

a thriving, cross-generational 

ministry to our very diverse 

and cross-cultural communi-

ty. Yellow looked good in the 

Land of Enchantment! 
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Fast-forward to Manhattan, Kan-

sas last year. The town of purple 

was aglow with yellow t-shirts. Be-

tween our efforts at First Luther-

an and our sister church Peace 

Lutheran, Manhattan had an infu-

sion of yellow! What do you get 

when you mix purple and yellow 

together? Ministry. òGodõs Work. 

Our Hands.ó ministry! This year 

we plan to clean our stretch of 

Hwy 13. We plan to send a crew 

to help at Headstart. We have 

plans to do all types of things, 

there is no shortage. The only 

thing we are missing is YOU! 

Please take time to sign up for 

opportunities to serve our com-

munity in mission with GWOH! 

We know purple is the color of 

royalty, GO WILDCATS! We also 

know yellow is now the color of 

service for ELCA Lutherans. Every 

person a Wildcat! Every Lutheran 

a servant! NOW GO! Maybe next 

year, yellow ball caps as a coordi-

nated fashion accessory! 

My love to you in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jerry 

View 
Continued from page 1 

Godõs Work Our Hands is rapidly 

approaching again this year.  The 

church-wide community outreach 

program is running throughout 

the ELCA Synod.  This is our third 

year of participation in the na-

tional event.  There are other 

work/help days scheduled for our 

community in which we can par-

ticipate, but this one is exclusive-

ly for Lutheran churches.  Both 

Peace and First Lutheran church-

es do community programs, each 

a little differently.   

This year will be the third year 

that First Lutheran has participat-

ed in this ELCA sponsored event.  

Each year, Evangelical Outreach 

has chosen different projects in 

the community.  The first year we 

joined forces with the youth 

group and did a two mile stretch 

of highway clean-up and sent a 

team to the Habitat òbuild 

house.ó   Last year we had a yard 

clean-up team that focused on 

two houses in our neighborhood 

that were in dire need of help.  

Our group spent about four  

hours of hard labor in the two 

yards and the results were 

astounding. 

This year, we have chosen to fo-

cus our attention on the Head 

Start School that has been in a 

financial crunch since 2010 

when state funding was discon-

tinued.  They have a variety of 

projects that need to be done, 

both on their grounds and inside 

the school.  The actual tasks 

have not yet been determined by 

the school, but will be forth-

coming in the next couple of 

weeks. 

Please join us for our day of ser-

vice in the community that will 

begin with a short blessing ser-

vice and continental breakfast in 

the fellowship hall at 8:30 a.m. 

on Sunday, September 10th. 

Watch for further information on 

our team project.  

Community Outreach 
Kathryn Focke  

Director of Evangelical Outreach  

MŧŸƉŸƅ ƊƂƅƅƌ ŴŵƂƈƇ 
numbers. Help one 

person at a time and 
always start with the 
ƃŸƅƆƂƁ ƁŸŴƅŸƆƇ ƌƂƈ.N 

 

Mother Teresa 

Dkn ukq e^rb _bbj `^hhba 
pk hfrb fj cnbbaki- iu 
_nkpebno ^ja ofopbno}  
@qp akj(p qob ukqn 
cnbbaki pk o^pfocu ukqn 
ofjcqh j^pqnb} Gjopb^a- qob 
ukqn cnbbaki pk obnrb kjb 

^jkpebn fj hkrb}  

E^h^pf^jo 5:13 
Lbs Jfrfjd Rn^joh^pfkj 
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Tynisha Moore  

Program Director  

Lamb of  God School 

During the month of September 

First Lutheran Church will join 

with Lutheran Churches across 

America and participate in òGods 

Work Our Handsó. This is an op-

portunity to celebrate ð one 

church, freed in Christ to serve 

and love our neighbor. As we pre-

pare for Godõs Work Our Hands at 

FLC, service is at the forefront of 

our minds and hearts. Every day 

we are able to see that little 

hands can do BIG work. It is 

amazing to watch compassion 

and kindness being developed in 

the hears of our little ones. This 

can be seen as they work togeth-

er to complete a project, share 

materials, and show concern if a 

friend is having a problem.  

At Lamb of God, teachers often 

use the phrases, òletõs check on 

our friendó or òletõs see if we can 

helpó. Developing a servantõs 

heart begins early on and it is 

never too soon to begin to instill 

the spirit of service in children. 

Here are a few ways that you can 

help young children cultivate a 

spirit of service and enjoying be-

ing a help to others.  

1. Invite children to work along-

side you. This gives the oppor-

tunity for you to teach by exam-

ple, have conversation as you go 

along, and have them see the joy 

of service.  

2. Help children to notice what 

needs to be done. If you notice 

something bring it to the childõs 

attention and continue conversa-

tion about helping. This gives the 

opportunity for children to see 

that they can see need and be 

helpful.  

3. Let them enjoy helping 

out. There is great joy in serving 

others. Let children see the joy in 

serving and make serving fun. 

Helping tasks can be turned into 

games, completed while listening 

to their favorite music, or focus 

on a topic they are interested in. 

4. Cheer them on as they learn to 

serve. Recognize their effortsñno 

matter the result. Focus on the 

heart and intent behind the 

childõs actions more than the end 

result.  

5. Ask children what their ideas 

are for serving, listen to their re-

sponse and TAKE ACTION! Serv-

ing together will be even more 

meaningful when everyoneõs ide-

as are taking into consideration 

and work together.  

Blessing of the 
Backpacks & 

Back to School Bash 


