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View from the pulpit 
Senior Pastor Jerry Reynolds  

opportunities to visit camp. It 

didnõt take any convincing; Ann 

is still at the ready to go. Our 

synod, our region, our congre-

gations, all our conferences, 

and families, utilized the camp 

to conduct business or to get 

away from the busyness. It re-

mained central to our church 

and family life. It was a four-

hour drive to camp. It seemed 

to take so long to get there, 

while a quick drive home. 

There arenõt many things I miss 

about Atlanta, except our 

daughters and friends. But be-

ing away from outdoor ministry, 

created a void that Ann and I 

deeply missed. 

Fast forward now to Manhat-

tan, Kansas in 2016. Our first 

Area Four conference meeting 

was held in Room 28 at 

church. I met fellow col-

leagues; Kyle was very gra-

cious in bringing me up to 

speed with where they were. 

But the one fellow, who got my 

attention, was Ben Fulton. He 

spoke of his ministry at Camp 

Tomah Shinga (CTS). There 

was excitement in his voice 

and joy in his eyes. I knew he 

was the real thing. So we 

talked later, he invited us out 

A long time ago in a city far, far 

awayéour young family in At-

lanta had the opportunity to 

attend a church retreat. It was 

at our Lutheran outdoor minis-

try camp in North Carolina. 

Weõd never done anything like 

this as a family. I wasnõt sure if 

weõd even enjoy it. But we were 

in our new home church, and 

we wanted to know our church 

friends better. It was a great 

weekend. We made life-time 

friends. But as I think back 

now, even more important, we 

became believers in Lutheran 

Outdoor Ministry. A couple 

years later I began the candida-

cy process. For the next five 

years, our only family vacations 

would be at that camp. We 

would go each year for the Fall 

Colors weekend program. I 

would drive from seminary in 

South Carolina. Ann and the 

girls would drive from Atlanta. 

We would be together in Ashe-

ville, North Carolina. It was the 

vacation ôeventõ of our semi-

nary years. 

After graduation and installa-

tion as a pastor, weõd still seek 

to see camp. We did, now I 

sit on the Board of Directors 

and Ann does the account-

ing. We are hooked. Not so 

much with what is, but most 

certainly with what can be. A 

lot has happened in a very 

short time. I like to remind 

Ben of this. In the heat of the 

See View on page 2 

SPECIAL EDITION: CAMP TOMAH SHINGA  
This year, 2017, is the 50th anniversary for Camp Tomah Shinga, and you are invited 

to be part of an effort to reach a First Lutheran goal of $50,000 for Camp Tomah 

Shinga. Many young people have grown in their Christian faith at camp. Some have 

been called to service and have made vocational decisions. We are very fortunate to 

have this camp close to our community. This July please participate in the special of-

fering for Camp Tomah Shinga. Write Camp Tomah Shinga on the memo line of your 

check, and put it in the offering at a worship service.  From the Stewardship Team 
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View 
Continued from page 1 

mer camp attendance. Weõre 

beginning to put Camp Tomah 

Shinga in the common lan-

guage of the church; to serve 

the church, to serve our fami-

lies and others in Godõs love. As 

a church we need to pray to-

gether and play together. 

It is a joy to be pastor at First 

Lutheran and watch our sup-

port of CTS grow in action. 

There are too many people from 

First Lutheran to thank in this 

letter. Please know that weõve 

had more involvement in this 

effort from so many church 

families, that I canõt list them 

all. Perhaps most important, a 

special thanks to Ben Fulton, 

who has pioneered this camp 

into outdoor ministry renewal, 

for our churches and other or-

ganizations who need this. We 

are working and harvesting in 

the vineyard. Ben and staff con-

tinue to ôseedõ our congrega-

tions with a great camp spiritual 

experience. Itõs raising leaders 

to be church.  

When Larry Erickson departed 

council as stewardship chair-

man, he suggested to council 

that we raise $50,000 for CTSõ 

50 year anniversary. It was en-

thusiastically supported! It 

brings us to where we are to-

day,  raising ôseedõ money to 

keep Christõs work alive in the 

hearts and minds of outdoor 

ministry.  

Ben and staff will be here Sun-

day, July 2nd to help us in wor-

ship as Ben explains his vision 

for camp ministry, and how our 

benevolence will help. To my 

knowledge we are the only con-

gregation doing this sort of cele-

bration for Camp Tomah Shin-

gaõs 50th Anniversary. I wonõt 

be around for the next 50years, 

but with our help CTS ministry 

will be. 

Sometimes we wonder if we 

make a difference. We do. Out-

door ministry did in my familyõs 

life, I pray it will for you as well, 

and your grandchildrenõs grand-

children! 

At First Lutheran church we say, 

òRooted in Christ, we are grow-

ing in faith to bear fruit in the 

world.ó Letõs grow! Now GO! 

My love to you in Christ, 

summer and running the camp 

as Executive Director the entire 

year, itõs easy to forget how far 

youõve gone when youõre so on 

the move to where youõre going. 

During the past year CTSõ dining 

hall has been updated and reno-

vated. The campersõ cabins 

have all been restored. There is 

a new waterfall that I had the 

honor to bless. The road grading 

is greatly improved, especially 

for rain water runoff. The chapel 

basement is being converted 

and renovated to be the new 

camp office. The swimming 

pool, after careful planning, is 

being converted to a ôsportsõ 

pool. Itõs being converted to salt 

water, which many say is health-

ier and virtually eliminates costly 

chemical treatment. It will allow 

even more opportunities to uti-

lize the pool at camp as minis-

try. Weõve had tremendous sum-
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òThis is my Fatherõs world, and to my listõning ears,  

all nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheresé  

This is my Fatherõs world; the birds their carols raise; 

The morning light, the lily white, declare their makerõs praiseéó 

Many of us were born and raised 

in the country where nature was 

always around us. We worked 

and played outside where we 

were constantly reminded of the 

beauty of this earth and, many 

times, took it for granted.  

As a child brought up in western 

Kansas, many of my hours were 

spent lying in the grass, looking 

up at the bold blue sky and 

watching animals take shape in 

the white clouds floating above. 

When I grew up and moved away 

from those days, I always found 

God in nature. From the plains of 

Kansas to the Colorado moun-

tains and to the Atlantic ocean, 

breathing in the scents of the 

earth and sea and hearing the 

birdsõ songs, has given me a 

For the Beauty 
of  the Earth 
Kathryn Focke  

Director of Evangelical Outreach  

strong spiritual sense of peace 

and belonging that far trans-

cends anything that living in this 

world has brought.   

As we have become less of an 

agrarian society, we get caught 

up in our busy lives away from 

nature and rely on our cell 

phones, TV and social media to 

bring us the world and connec-

tions with people.  Many of to-

dayõs children havenõt been in a 

pasture with the cattle, on a 

horse at sunrise, or been in a 

wheat harvest.  Some think that 

our food comes from the grocery 

store, not knowing what the 

earth brings us.  

As parents and concerned adults 

brought up in a different world 

than our children, we look for 

ways to share Godõs creation 

with them.  One of the ways we 

do this is by encouraging them to 

go Camp Toma Shinga.  It is a 

ministry of this church that focus-

es on spending time learning 

about nature and Godõs love in a 

fun and very busy week. The ex-

perience and friendships devel-

oped there will last a life-time.   

In outreach ministries to our con-

gregation and the community, we 

identify families that need finan-

cial help to send their children to 

camp who would otherwise be 

watching TV or just hanging out 

all summer.  If you know of a 

child that would benefit from this 

experience, please get that infor-

mation to a staff person.  

Although I never had the oppor-

tunity to go to church camp, I 

take walks in the prairie and 

along creek trails and thank God 

that we have the opportunity to 

share this world with his children 

through our financial giving.  

Camp Tomah Shinga needs our 

help to continue this ministry.  

Russian Missionary Visit  
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ǊǳǎǎƛŀƴŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘΦōƭƻƎǎǇƻǘΦŎƻƳ 

russiancorrespondent.blogspot.com
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School is out and countless chil-

dren across the country have 

waved goodbye to the tradition-

al classroom. Although the 

doors of the schoolhouse may 

be closed for the summer, warm 

weather and long summer days 

have opened a door to new out-

door learning adventures.  Many 

early childhood educators would 

agree that the great outdoors 

can serve as a fantastic class-

room, offering hands on experi-

ence for young explorers.  

As a child I can remember 

spending countless hours out-

doors during the summer 

months. I loved to climb trees, 

ride my bike, and play kickball 

with my friends. Believe it or not 

while children are playing out-

side, they are also having infi-

nite learning experiences. The 

developmental areas that cover 

math, science, problem solving, 

language, socialization, reading 

and writing skills, and physical 

development are all being ad-

dressed as children are given 

quality time to spend outside.  

As adults we can forget at times 

to take in the wonders of Godõs 

creation as we hurry through the 

day, but the bible reminds us to 

take the time to meditate on the 

wonders of Godõs work. Psalm 

145:5 states òOn the glorious 

splendor of your majesty, and 

on your wondrous work, I will 

meditate.ó Godõs outdoor class-

room is for all people of all ages. 

You are never too old or too 

young to appreciate the works 

of his hands, and if you are en-

joying nature with children there 

are endless opportunities to en-

courage the learning process 

and to introduce the marvels 

that are Godõs creations.  

At Lamb of God we have the 

privilege each day of watching 

the imagination of children col-

lide with the makings of all that 

Godõs awesome creation brings. 

Leaves and sticks can become 

buildings or ingredients for 

soup, an open grassy space can 

become a sea of hot lava, and a 

sudden rainstorm can lead to a 

full investigation of how the 

weather works. We encourage 

everyone to keep moving this 

summer, learn something new, 

and donõt forget to take the time 

to enjoy the sights, sounds, and 

spectacles of our natural world.  

Lamb of  God 
Early Childhood Ministry 
Tynisha Moore  

Program Director  

Enjoy the Great Outdoors Together! 

Visit a Garden 
(or plant one)  

Have a Water Day  
fill bucket, spray 
bottles, different-
sized containers 

Bring Indoor  
Activities Outside 

Dig in the Dirt 

Go on a Bike Ride 

Take a Walk and Talk 

Create a  
           Nature Collection 
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Many of you, in your youth, sang 

campfire songs, roasted marsh-

mallows, and dropped rocks at 

the rock cross at Camp Tomah 

Shinga or another church 

camp.  While names might have 

faded into oblivion, you still re-

member the faces of your fellow 

campers and the bonds you 

shared.  These memories have 

stayed with you because they 

have remained of value through-

out your life.  

Now as adults, we understand 

that there is a larger purpose in 

camping ministry.  Camp is a 

place where we learn about Je-

sus in a different environment - 

A Legacy Worth 
Preserving 
Deacon Kyle Olson  

Director of Spiritual Growth  

without mom, dad, pastor, or 

youth leader.  It is a place 

where strangers gather who 

share a mystical bond of a 

common faith.  I have seen 

these bonds form through the 

ministry of Camp Tomah Shin-

ga.  Tears of homesickness 

and end-of-camp sadness are 

opportunities for campers to 

grow in personal maturity and 

faith in God.  Nature hikes al-

low space for a great clearing 

of the mind and opportunity to 

hear that still small voice.  And 

our NEW AND IMPROVED cabin 

provides a little bit of comfort 

to weary campers returning 

from a day full of activities. 

As First Lutheran seeks to raise 

$50,000 for Camp Tomah 

Shinga in the 500th Jubilee 

year since the Reformation, I 

ask that you consider making a 

monetary donation to First Lu-

theran Church's Camp Tomah 

Shinga Fund.  It doesn't have to 

be much, but this is a ministry 

worth preserving and grow-

ing.  Ask your children to reach 

into their piggy banks and pull 

out a few coins for camp.  This 

is an opportunity to teach 

them how to steward God's 

treasury through our faith in the 

mission and ministry of camp.   

It will take all of us to keep the 

camp going for future genera-

tions, but the residual value of 

the faith formation experiences 

this camp offers cannot be du-

plicated by our congrega-

tion.  This is a unique ministry 

that deserves our support and I 

thank you in advance for your 

consideration. 
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