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over the fish of the sea and the birds
of the air, over the livestock, over all
the earth, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground.”
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them,
“Be fruitful and increase in number;
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the
air and over every living creature that
moves on the ground....

The story of the creation,
fall and redemption of
mankind begins in a
garden a long time ago.
It reaches a focal point
several thousand years
later on a hill outside
Jerusalem where Jesus
Christ, the Son of God,
is executed to pay the
penalty for the sins of
all humanity. The story
will culminate someday
when every knee shall
bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord.

Throughout the story Satan is at war
with God and His Son and mankind. But those who have put their
faith in Jesus also have an identity
that bestows upon them incredible
power and benefits, and enables them
to stand strong against their enemy.
In this lesson, you will learn how to
God saw all that he had made, and it
begin a relationship with Jesus and
was very good.”
the truth about the identity of those
who belong to him.
God’s purposes will be achieved. The
time will come when full fellowThe Gospel (literally,
ship between God and man will be
Good News) is the message about
established, and all creation will be
how Jesus Christ is redeeming the
redeemed.
fallen creation, and how we can have
an amazing new identity in Christ.
Revelation 21:1-4
The Gospel message can be presented
Then I saw a new heaven and a new
in four parts:
earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out
God’s love & His plan
of heaven from God, prepared as a
God created us in His own image to
bride beautifully dressed for her husbe His friends and to experience a
band. And I heard a loud voice from
full life—rightly relating to him, one
the throne saying, “Now the dwelling
another and creation.
of God is with men, and he
will live with them. They will
Gen 1:26-31
be his people, and God himThen God said, “Let us make
self will be with them and be
man in our image, in our
their God.
likeness, and let them rule

Part 1:
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Part 2:

Our problem: separation from God

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from
the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and
you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

A lot happens between Genesis 1 and
Revelation 21! God created us in His own
image to have abundant (meaningful) life, but “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.
he did not make us robots to automatically “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
love and obey Him. He gave us a will and a opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
freedom of choice.

Starting with Adam and Eve, every human (except Jesus)
chose to disobey God and go their own willful way. This
results in separation from God.

Genesis 2:15-17

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining
wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the
eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made
coverings for themselves.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden
of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree
in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you
will surely die.”

Adam and Eve set the pattern for the rest of us!

Genesis 3:1-7

Isaiah 59:2

Romans 3:23

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God….

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild ...your iniquities have separated you from your God; your
animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not hear.
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in
the garden?”
Romans 6:23a
For the wages of sin is death….

Part 3:

The failure of human effort

We seem to be instinctively aware of the separation between us and God. How can this separation be
overcome? All the religions of the world can be understood as misguided attempts to bridge the gap.
On our own there is no way we can attain the perfection needed to be right with God.
Through the ages individuals have tried many ways with no success.

Here are a few things that some people believe will set them right with God:
• Attending church services or Mass regularly
•
Growing up in a Christian family
•
Trying hard to be a good person
•
Praying or reading the Bible faithfully

Proverbs 14:12

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”
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Part 4:

God’s solution: giving Himself

Though we cannot get right with God
through our own efforts, God himself has
provided a way. Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
is the only answer to this problem. In His
death on the cross He paid the price for all
our sin. When He rose from the grave He
opened a way for us to have eternal life.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

I Peter 3:18

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God....

Part 5:

Our response

How do we take advantage of what Jesus has
done? Believe! Eternal, abundant life is a gift
for us to receive.
			

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
		

John 5:24

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes
Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

Romans 10:9-11

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved. As the Scripture says,
“Anyone who trusts in him will never
be put to shame.”

Romans 5:1

...we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ….

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Peter 1:3

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead....

John 10:10b (words of Jesus)

…I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full.
Amazing grace! When there was nothing we could do
to be reconciled to God, He gave his Son and showed us
undeserved kindness and favor.

Believing in Jesus means that:
I acknowledge that my sin has separated me from God.
I believe that Jesus died to pay for my sins, and his resurrection has opened the way for us to have eternal life. I
turn away from my sin (repent) and choose to follow Jesus.

A prayer to acknowledge Jesus

If you have not made a commitment to follow Jesus why
not start now? Here is a prayer to help you get started:

“Dear God, I want to be your child. I want to experience
abundant life. Lord, I know you love me, even though I
have sinned many times and don’t deserve your great love.
I renounce my sins—past, present and future, and accept
your forgiveness.
I now realize that all my good works are worthless and
cannot save me. I am helpless to save myself. But I believe
that your Son, the Lord Jesus, died on the cross to pay for
my sins!
I believe that you raised Jesus from the dead. I believe that
by the same Spirit that you raised Jesus from the dead, you
will one day raise all who believe in Him. By faith, I invite
Jesus to become my Savior and Lord. I choose to let Him
be the Master of my life. Thank you, God, for your love
and mercy. Show me your ways. Amen.”
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Romans 6:3-4

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Assurance that you are right
with God:

1 Peter 3:21

If you believe in and are trusting Christ, then the Bible
says that you can be sure you have eternal life.

Romans 10:13

...everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.

1 John 5:12-13

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the
Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you
may know that you have eternal life.

John 1:12

What Next?

After putting your faith in Jesus Christ there are several
things you should do to move on in your relationship with
God. One important step is to be baptized (immersed
in water).

Baptism: the
Demonstration
of Commitment

The following passages teach about baptism:

Matthew 28:19

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
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It is possible to read these verses and many others in the
New Testament and come up with a variety of views on
baptism. New Heights Church will welcome any person
who professes faith in Jesus as their Savior; but we urge
you to take very seriously the clear command of Scripture
that “believers” (not infants) should be baptized. We
believe the New Testament form of baptism is by immersion. (The Greek word for baptism literally means “to
immerse”). Any believer can baptize another believer.

“The believing, obedient, and humble heart opens
the vessel of our soul allowing God’s gift of
salvation to fill to overflowing.”

Yet to all who received Him, to those who
believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.

Acts 2:38

And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the
pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to be baptized by an elder, minister,
small group leader, or someone who has had significant
spiritual influence in your life, please contact the church
office and we will make arrangements for you to be baptized. If you would like to study baptism in greater detail,
we have included an article on baptism by Max Lucado
in Appendix A, page 41. Here are a couple of excerpts
from that article:
“Don’t allow baptism to be something it is not. Apart
from the cross it has no significance. If you are trusting a
dunk in the water to save you, you have missed the message of grace. Beware of dogmatism. No one this side
of heaven can fully understand the majesty of baptism.
Watch out for the one who claims to have a corner on the
issue, especially if that person is in your mirror.”
“Don’t prevent baptism from being what God intended.
This is no optional command. This is no trivial issue. It
is a willing plunge into the power and promise of Christ.
Baptism is the first step of a believer. If it was important
enough for Jesus to command, isn’t it important enough
for you to obey? And if it was important enough for Jesus
to do, isn’t it important enough for you to follow?”

One thing we can agree on is that salvation is a faith experience. Christ made it clear during His ministry
that God’s utmost concern is our heart. In the midst of words spoken and actions taken, God sees the heart.
The believing, obedient, and humble heart opens the vessel of our soul allowing God’s gift of salvation to fill to overflowing.
We believe that it is no accident that the first one to accept the crucified Christ had no creed, confirmation, christening,
or catechism. He was unchurched, unbaptized, irreligious, a career criminal who didn’t even know how to pray; but the
feeble faith of a dying crook in a dying Messiah gained for him the most sought after prize of all religions. The thief on
the cross reminds us that it is Jesus who saves.

A New Identity

When we choose to follow Jesus we receive a new identity.
2 Cor 5:17 says, … “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

Who I WAS before Christ came into my life...

My mind was set on what my sin nature wanted (Rom. 8:5; Eph. 2:3).
Because my mind was set on the flesh, that was death. I was locked into an existence separate from God

(Rom. 8:6; Eph. 2:12; Col. 1:21).

My mind was blinded by Satan, and I was unable to see the truth of the gospel of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2).
My mind was hostile to God (Rom. 8:7).
I was an enemy of God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21).
My mind was rebellious—unable and unwilling to submit to God (Rom. 8:7).
I was unable to please God (Rom. 8:8).
I was a slave to sin (Rom. 6:20-21).
I was a captive slave to Satan (2 Tim. 2:26).
I used to follow the sinful ways of this world and the ways of Satan (Eph. 2:2).
I was spiritually dead in my sins (Eph. 2:1).
Even my best efforts at doing what was right and being a good person were horribly corrupted by my sinful mind

(Isa. 64:6; Titus 1:15).

I was separated from God (Isa. 59:1-2; Eph. 2:12).
I was under the wrath of God and had no hope (Eph. 2:3; John 3:36; Eph. 2:12).
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MY
IDENTIT
IN
CHRIST
Who I AM now, because
I am in Christ...

I am salt for other people on earth (Matt. 5:13).
I am light for the world (Matt. 5:14).
I am a child of God (John 1:12).
I am part of the true vine, joined to Christ and able to produce lots of fruit (John 15:1-5).
I am Christ’s chosen friend (John 15:15).
I am chosen by Christ to bear fruit (John 15:16).
I am Christ’s personal witness sent out to tell everybody about Jesus (Acts 1:8).
I am a slave of righteousness who pleases God (Rom. 6:18).
I am enslaved to God. This makes me holy and gives me eternal life (Rom. 6:22).
I am a son of God; I can call Him my Father (Rom. 8:14-15; Gal. 3:26; 4:6).
I am promised an inheritance and will share in the glory of Christ (Rom. 8:17).
I am a temple where the Holy Spirit lives. His Spirit and His life live in me (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).
I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).
I am a part of Christ’s body, a member of His family (1 Cor. 12:27).
I am a new person, my past is forgiven and everything is new (2 Cor. 5:17).
I am at peace with God and He has given me the work of making peace between Himself and others (2 Cor. 5:18-19).
I am a son of God and one in Christ with other Christians (Gal. 3:26-28).
I am God’s child and will be given the inheritance He has promised (Gal. 4:6-7).
I am a saint, a holy one (Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1, Col. 1:2).
I am God’s masterpiece—His building project—made new in Christ to do His work (Eph 2:10).
I am a citizen of heaven with the rest of God’s family (Eph. 2:19).
I am a prisoner of Christ, so I can help others (Eph. 3:1; 4:1).
I am righteous and holy (Eph. 4:24).
I am a citizen of heaven seated with Christ in heaven right now (Phil. 3:20; Eph. 2:6).
I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).
I am an expression of the life of Christ because He is my life (Col. 3:4).
I am chosen of God, holy and dearly loved, one of His special people (Col. 3:12; 1 Thess. 1:4).
I am a son of light and belong to the light and not to darkness (1 Thess. 5:5).
I am chosen to be part of God’s heavenly calling (Heb. 3:1).
I am part of Christ; I share in His life (Heb. 3:14).
I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5).
I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession (1 Pet. 2:9).
I am an alien and stranger to this world in which I temporarily live (1 Pet. 2:11).
I am an enemy of the devil (1 Pet. 5:8).
I am a child of God and I will be like Christ when He returns (1 John 3:1-2).
I am born of God, and the evil one, the devil, cannot touch me (1 John 5:18).
I am now acceptable to God (justified) — I’m completely forgiven, I live at peace with Him (Rom. 5:1).
I am no longer a slave to sin; the person I used to be died with Christ, and now sin has no rule over my life (Rom. 6:1-6).
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I belong to Jesus and won’t be punished; I’m free from all punishment (condemnation) that my sin has brought on me

(Rom. 8:1).

I have been placed into Christ by God’s doing (1 Cor. 1:30).
I have been given God’s Spirit to dwell in me so I can recognize the blessings that God has given me (1 Cor. 2:12).
I have been given the mind of Christ; I can understand what He is thinking (1 Cor. 2:16).
I have been bought with a price; I am not my own; I belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20).
I am God’s possession, secure in Him (sealed) because I have been given the Holy Spirit as a promise guaranteeing me
that I will receive all that God has stored up for His people (2 Cor. 1:21-22; Eph. 1:13-14).
I have died with Christ, therefore I no longer have to live for myself. I can live for Christ (2 Cor. 5:14 - 15).
I have been made acceptable to God (righteous) (2 Cor. 5:21).
I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. The life I am now living is
Christ’s life (Gal. 2:20).
I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in heaven through Christ (Eph. 1:3).
I was chosen in Christ before the world was created to be holy and without blame before Him (Eph. 1:4).
I was chosen by God (predestined) to be adopted as His child (Eph. 1:5).
I have been bought out of slavery to sin (redeemed) and forgiven, and I have been given His awesome grace (Eph. 1:7-8).
I have been made alive together with Christ (Eph. 2:5).
I have been raised up and seated with Christ in heaven (Eph. 2:6).
I have direct access to God through the Spirit (Eph. 2:18).
I may approach God with courage, freedom, and confidence (Eph. 3:12).
I have been rescued from the dark power of Satan’s rule and have been brought into the kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13).
I have been forgiven of all my sins and set free. The debt against me has been canceled (Col.1:14).
I have Christ living in me, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27).
I am firmly rooted in Christ and am now being built up in Him (Col. 2:7).
I have been made complete in Christ (Col. 2:10).
I have been buried, raised, and made alive with Christ (Col.2: 12-13).
I died with Christ and I have been raised up with Christ. My life is now hidden with Christ in God. Christ is now
my life (Col. 3:1-4).
I have been given a spirit of power, love, and self-control and not a spirit of fear (2 Tim. 1:7).
I have been saved and set apart according to God’s plan (2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5).
I have been made holy and have been set apart (sanctified) into Christ’s family; that’s why He is not ashamed to call me
His brother/sister (Heb. 2:11).
I have the right to come bravely before the throne of God. I will be treated with kindness and I will find help (Heb. 4:16).
I have been given great and awesome promises so that His nature would become part of me (2 Pet. 1:4).

Adapted from: Neil T. Anderson, Victory Over The Darkness (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990), p.57-59
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Spiritual
Growth

Have you ever noticed
what happens when a
new baby is brought into
a room? It instantly becomes the

center of attention. There is something
fresh and exciting about new life. The
joy almost always exceeds the more
unpleasant aspects such as crying and
changing diapers. But what happens
if those infant behaviors continue into
the school years, adolescence, or even
adulthood? The picture changes from
something that is natural to something
unnatural. A teenager that acts like a
baby is an indication that something is
terribly wrong. This is the picture that
is presented by the writer of Hebrews:

Hebrews 5:11, 12, 6:1a

We have much to say about this, but it
is hard to explain because you are slow
to learn. In fact, though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the elementary
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truths of God’s word all over again.
You need milk, not solid food….
Therefore let us leave the elementary
teachings about Christ and go on
to maturity….

God plays the key role
in our spiritual growth

1 Corinthians 3:5-6

What then is Apollos? And what is
Paul? Servants through whom you
believed, even as the Lord gave
opportunity to each one. I planted,
Apollos watered, but God was causing
the growth.

Philippians 1:6

For I am confident of this very thing,
that He who began a good work in
you will perfect it until the day of
Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:13

For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to
work for His good pleasure.

Often God works in the midst of adversity, trials, and
testing to bring about spiritual growth.

Hebrews 12:7-11

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as
sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? If
you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true
sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much
more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and
live! Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they
thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we
may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant
at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it.

God’s desire is to change our lives. He wants to teach us
to become dependent on Him for everything. He wants
to change the way we think, speak, and act. He will use
our life experiences and circumstances to help us grow

in Christ. He will also help us to develop godly habits,
routines, and disciplines to stimulate spiritual growth.
Think about the power of daily habits and routines over a
period of time. What would happen if you were to spend
30 minutes a day for the rest of your life practicing something or doing the same thing, e.g. participating in a sport
or learning to play a musical instrument? If you were
faithful for the rest of your life, what would be the result
of your endeavor? Most certainly you would become
extremely proficient at what you set out to do or learn.
So it is with the Christian life—
a commitment to a consistent time “God’s desire
is to change
alone with God for prayer and
our lives.” .
Bible study and other spiritual
disciplines will have a profound impact over time.
This lesson is a call to personal holiness and is meant to
encourage you to grow deeper in the most important
relationship of life—the relationship between you and
your Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Make it your goal
to allow God to produce in your life new habits of
righteousness so that He can pour Himself through you
into others.

Dealing with Hurts,
Habits & Hang-ups

Many Christians struggle with significant issues from
their past. Bad habits, poor patterns of thinking, low
self-esteem, and problems with forgiveness, bitterness,
jealousy, and anger are common. Other issues such as
pornography addiction, drug addiction, alcohol addiction, eating disorders, and sexual addictions represent
more difficult spiritual strongholds.
If you are habitually struggling with any of these issues,
we can help you be intentional about identifying and
dealing with them so that you can find your freedom in
Christ and move on in spiritual growth. New Heights
offers several ministries to help you gain victory over
anything that has a stronghold in your life, including:
Celebrate Recovery, The Joshua Center, prayer counseling,
and mentoring. Ask your Discovery group leader how to
get help or call the church office at 479-527-6424.
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The Spiritual
Disciplines

The Christian life is like running a marathon—it takes
stamina, training, and discipline. In training, we learn
to pursue certain practices that will enable us to endure
the race. Below is a list of some spiritual disciplines that
Christians have practiced throughout the centuries for
the purpose of training their minds and hearts to be more
responsive and sensitive to the Spirit of God.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Prayer
Bible Study
Meditation (extended, focused reflection on
biblical truth)
Fasting (going without food - or other things - to
focus on intensive prayer)
Simplicity (avoiding a complicated, overbusy lifestyle)
Solitude (extended time alone for the purpose of
hearing God better)
Service (meeting needs in the name of Jesus)
Confession (making our sins known to others in
order to gain forgiveness and victory)
Worship (singing, praying, learning, etc as a member
of a community of faith)
Giving (giving away significant amounts of money to
meet needs and reinforce trust in God)
Fellowship (developing close, authentic relationships
with other believers)

A word of warning concerning spiritual disciplines:
beware of developing a legalistic attitude in regard to spiritual habits. It is possible to equate the performance of
spiritual disciplines with holiness itself and become spiritually prideful. If that happens the disciplines are useless.
The disciplines are helpful inasmuch as they sensitize us
to the Spirit of God, and we have a desire for heart change.
They are meant to help us in our relationship with Christ
and must never be substituted for the relationship itself.

“... it takes stamina, training, and discipline. ”
All of the disciplines should be a part of the Christian
life. Some of them (such as worship, giving, fellowship
and service) will be covered in other chapters. However,
there are two disciplines that are foundational and should
be a regular part of daily following Jesus. They are Bible
study and prayer.

Bible Study

We were created to know and worship God. Our world
and our universe suggest the existence of a Creator.
With its elaborate design, delicate balance, and immense
beauty, it urges us to acknowledge a Creator rather than
marvel at mere chance. But apart from special revelation,
we lack specific information, e.g. who the Creator is and
how we relate to Him. Alone in our search, we can only
guess about God and eternity.
God must reveal the specifics about Himself, otherwise
they cannot be known. The Bible claims to be this special revelation from God. The Bible consists of 66 books
written by approximately 40 authors over a period of
approximately 1600 years. Over 2,600 times the writers
of the Old Testament felt compelled to remind us that
the messages they were recording were not their words
but God’s words.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

2 Peter 1:20-21

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.
For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.

“We were created to know and worship God.”
The fact that the writers of the Bible claimed to have
received special revelation from God is not much proof
that they actually did. The greatest evidence of the supernatural origin of the Bible is fulfilled prophecy. No other
book can approach the Bible’s record in this regard. The
biblical writers frequently demonstrated their credibility
by prophesying events over which they had no control.

For example, Isaiah 53 predicts the suffering and sacrifice
of Jesus in great detail—700 years before he was born!
Psalm 22 describes the crucifixion of Jesus, including the
casting of lots for his clothes:

A prophecy:
Ps 22:16-18

a band of evil men has encircled me,
they have pierced my hands and my feet.
I can count all my bones;
people stare and gloat over me.
They divide my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.

Its fulfillment:

John 19:23-24

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes,
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with
the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless,
woven in one piece from top to bottom.
“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide
by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled
which said,
“They divided my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing.”
So this is what the soldiers did.
One of the most profound statements of faith in the
entire Bible was spoken by Job, who lived approximately
2000 years before Jesus. In the midst of intense suffering
and personal disaster, he blurted out these words:

Job 19:25-27

I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed,
yet in my flesh I will see God;
I myself will see him
with my own eyes — I, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!
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How to Study
the Bible

Consistent Bible reading, memorization, listening to
podcasts, group studies, etc. will help you learn and apply
the truths of the Bible. Remember the goal of Bible study
is not just to gather information, but to interact with God
through His Word.
Here are two approaches to Bible Study. The important
thing is to find an approach that works for you. If you
don’t have a consistent habit of interacting with the Bible
you may have to keep starting over. Don’t beat yourself
up for missing a few days. Just keep coming back.

Have a plan

A reading plan helps you know what to read, and helps
to keep you motivated to consistently read the Bible.
For great online Bible study tools and reading plans we
recommend www.youversion.com (also available as a
mobile app), www.blueletterbible.org, or
www.biblegateway.com.
Read commentaries to dig deeper for understanding
a passage. Many great and godly thinkers have spent
years researching the original languages, ancient cultures, etc. Their insights and explanations can be very
helpful. Another good way to dig deeper is to listen to
podcasts of pastors teaching God’s Word. However, don’t
let someone else’s encounter with the Word replace your
own personal Bible study. Remember, the main point
of Bible reading isn’t to increase our knowledge; it’s to
encounter Jesus and be changed.
Use the following passage to practice the Pray, Read,
Reflect method.

John 15:5-8

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you
are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is
to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.”
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Pray, Read, Reflect.

It can be as easy and as simple as that.
1. Pray that God will speak to you as you read His Word.
2. Read the text slowly. Remember, reading the Bible is
different than reading a textbook or a novel; you’re asking God to speak to you. Have you ever received a love
letter? You take the time to read it slowly and digest each
thought. As you read, try to be sensitive to anything that
God may draw your attention to in the text.
3. Reflect on each thought. You can even turn what you
read into a prayer to the Lord. Many people underline
or make notes in the margin or in a journal to help with
the reflection process.

The inductive method is another approach.
1. Pray that God will speak to you as you read His Word
2. Observation: Read the passage, noting the facts: who,
what, when, where.
3. Interpretation: What did the author mean?
4. Application: How can you apply this section of
Scripture to your life?

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing.”

Prayer

Christianity is a relationship with God. Prayer is simply
the talking and listening part of that relationship. It is our
time of talking, singing, crying, and laughing with God,
as well as learning to listen to Him and receive His guidance and direction. Our relationship with God, like any
meaningful relationship, is more than giving and receiving information. It involves weeping, laughing, anger,
forgiveness, joy and much more.
How do we pray? Every person is different and you need
to develop your own style of prayer. Many people use
prayer lists that they are constantly revising as God meets
needs, answers prayers, or changes their perspective.
Many people get together with prayer partners or have
special prayer groups that help them to focus more on
prayer. If you are married you should develop a regular
time of prayer with your spouse—it will have a profound
impact on your relationship, and there is the extra power
of two people agreeing in prayer.

“ Every person is different and you need
to develop your own style of prayer. ”
For most people the early morning is the best time to
connect with God. Morning prayer is mentioned numerous times in Scripture (Psalm 5:3, Luke 4:42) and seemed
to be a pattern of Jesus’ life. Prayer is not just meeting
God at a set time and place. We are to stay in contact
with God all day, speak to Him throughout the day, and
listen for Him to speak to us as we go.

The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13) helps us to remember
some of the foundational things that we should focus
on in prayer—the Fatherhood and holiness of God, the
kingdom of God, asking for daily needs, forgiveness, and
avoiding temptation. Using the Lord’s Prayer can help
you stay balanced in your prayers.
Another rich and meaningful method of prayer is journaling—keeping a diary or journal and writing down some
of your thoughts that you want directed to God as if you
were recording one side of a conversation.
Whatever method you choose, the important thing is
that we simply show up consistently. The goal is that you
begin today to establish a life habit of daily time with God
in prayer. Many good things will come from a life committed to a discipline of prayer, but the greatest gift that
He will give you will simply be the gift of Himself; to be
able to know personally and intimately your Creator, the
most wonderful and powerful being in the universe.
If you don’t have a consistent habit of prayer, or you struggle with knowing how to pray, a simple tool that may help
is the acrostic CPR. CPR = Confession, Praise, Requests.

Confession is simply agreeing with God about

our sin (moral failures). It is when we grieve with
God about our nature, our tendencies toward rebellion against God, our bad habits, and our specific
acts of disobedience. We ask for cleansing, for healing, and for strength to do what is right in His eyes
(see James 5:13-16).

Praise is the act of admiring and worshipping God

for Who He is and thanking Him for what He’s done.
We tell God that we admire His power, holiness, righteousness, creativity, intelligence, mercy, etc. One
way to do this is to read scriptures of praise aloud to
God in prayer (e.g. Psalm 33:4-8). Thanking God for
what He’s done for us reminds us of Christ’s work for
us on the cross. It also opens our eyes and our hearts
to God’s working in our lives. It pleases the Father to
have children who have grateful hearts.

Requests are things that we ask God to do. It
could be prayers for necessities (food, housing, etc.)
or prayers of healing for you or others. It may be
prayers for other people or prayers of blessing. It
includes anything we want God to do and are willing
to ask Him for (Psalm 37:4-6).
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New Heights
Overview
We spent the first two Discovery
lessons focusing on your relationship with Jesus. For the rest
of our time together we’ll be
exploring New Heights: everything from our history to our
values to how you can find your
part in the church.
But as we begin, it’s important to remember that
just because we do something a certain way at
New Heights doesn’t make it the only way or even
necessarily the best way. In the New Testament,
God calls the church to do certain things, or perform certain functions. For example, we’re told
to worship together, to evangelize and disciple
people, and to serve one another. But the Bible
is generally very vague about exactly how we
are to do those things or what forms they are to
take. There’s nothing sacred about the way we
do things (our forms), and they may change over
time as we seek to do the works that God calls us
to do (our functions).

A Brief
History of
New Heights

In October of 2000, two couples that
attended a local church in Fayetteville,
Arkansas, began to pray about the possibility of starting a new church that
would allow them more freedom and
flexibility in practicing their Christian
faith. They desired to be a part of a
church body that would have a ministry
based on small groups and a celebrative,
contemporary style of worship. They

14

wanted a church that would be a place
of healing for the spiritually wounded,
and would appeal to their unchurched
friends, as well as believers from other
traditions. By January of 2001, that
core group had grown to six couples
who began to pray more earnestly.
After finally receiving what the group
believed was affirmation from God, on
May 27, 2001, fifty-two people met at
Holt Middle School to begin an adventure of grace that we affectionately call
New Heights Church.
At that time no one could imagine what
God would do, but it soon became

evident that He was up to something
significant. The congregation has
experienced dramatic growth. As
we have sought to keep in step with
the Spirit many different ministries
have emerged and become a part of
our identity—prayer ministries, small
groups, children and student ministries, worship ministry, care ministry,
special needs ministry, Potter’s House,
Potter’s House Thrift Store, global
cross-cultural ministries, adoption
ministry, Mama Carmen’s Espresso
Café, The Joshua Center, etc.

It has been thrilling to see God build a richly diverse but
unified congregation. New Heights has become home to
people of many different ethnic, socio-economic, theological and educational backgrounds. It’s exciting to
think about what God will do next!
The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint you with our
basic beliefs and core values. You’ll also explore the
structure that supports the ministry of New Heights.

What We Believe

In essential beliefs: we seek unity

Ephesians 4:2-6

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is
one body and one Spirit – just as you were called – one
hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

We affirm the high value of this scripture and seek to
practice it at New Heights Church. Our essential beliefs
are listed later in this session.

In non–essential beliefs:
we allow liberty
Romans 14:1, 4, 5, 12, 22

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. Who are you to judge
someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands
or falls…. Each one should be fully convinced in his
own mind…. So then each of us will give an account of
himself to God…. So whatever you believe about these
things keep between yourself and God.

In all things: love

John 13:34-35

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men
will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.

1 Corinthians 13:2

1 Tim. 1:5

The whole point of what we’re urging is simply love—
love uncontaminated by self-interest and counterfeit
faith, a life open to God.

Some essentials we believe
at New Heights Church:
•   There is one God, eternally existing in three co-equal
Persons (Romans 8; Ephesians 1:13-14).
•   God, out of love for his children, sent his son Jesus
Christ to die for our sins, and to rise from the dead
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8).

•   The Bible is the inspired word of God and is the final
authority in life and doctrine (2 Timothy 3:16).
•   Salvation is a free gift of God.  The eath of Christ on
the cross is the only sufficient payment for our sins.
All have sinned, but all can be saved. This salvation
is available for any who put their trust in Christ
as Savior (Romans 3:23, 6:23; John 3:16).
•   Those trusting Christ should repent of sin, confess their
faith, and be baptized (Romans 10:9; Acts 2:38).
•   The church is the body of Christ on earth, empowered
by the Holy Spirit to continue the task of reaching the
lost and discipling the saved, helping them become
fully devoted followers of Christ (Ephesians 4:1-16).
•   Christ will one day return and reign forever
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

•   When we die, we will either be eternally separated
from God by sin or eternally with God through faith
in Jesus (John 3:16; John 14:1-3; Romans 20:10,15).

If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have a faith that can move
mountains but have not love, I am nothing.
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Our Core Values:

We value the gospel.

The good news about Jesus’ life, death and resurrection
is the focus of our mission. It’s all about Jesus, it’s all for
Jesus, and Jesus gets all the credit.

We are relationship driven in every area of ministry. We
share life through Christ-centered small groups. We
have a relational approach to evangelism
and discipleship.

We value the Holy Spirit’s work in
our lives.

We value the great commission.

We are all baptized by one Spirit. We actively seek and
expect the Holy Spirit’s guidance, direction
and empowerment.

We work to make disciples both locally and globally,
from every race and culture. We send out workers and
plant churches so that “the Lamb who was slain will
receive the reward for His suffering.”

We value the Word of God.

We value unity.

We read it, meditate on it, teach it, and apply it to our
lives by embracing Biblical values as a lifestyle.

We value worship.

Intimate and passionate worship fuels what we do, and
it sensitizes us to God’s power and presence. It’s our
highest calling. The Lover of our souls delights in our
delight of Him.

We value prayer.

Like worship, prayer is an important part of our relationship with Jesus. We believe that prayer changes
things. We embrace the Biblical reality that spiritual
warfare is the context of our lives. Prayer is a powerful
spiritual resource in our battle to advance the Kingdom.

We value people.

We believe all people matter to God. We believe that we
are especially called to care for the hurting, the
broken, the poor, and the marginalized. We are a
healing community.
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We value authentic Christ-centered
relationships.

Within the bounds of historic Christianity, we will focus
on the Savior who unites us and the essential truths of
scripture rather than smaller issues that divide us.

We value team.

Two are always better that one. Teams provide encouragement, accountability, and increased effectiveness.
God calls every believer to serve, and gives them gifts to
use, therefore we release people to serve in teams. We’re
all called to serve, so we serve together.

We value generosity.

We embrace sacrificial living and generous giving as a
way of life. We leverage our time, talents, influence, and
financial resources for Christ’s Kingdom.

Structure of
the Church

The simplest way to look at the structure of New Heights
Church is Celebration/Cell:

Celebration: We gather together in large groups every
Sunday morning to worship God for Who He is and to
celebrate all He has done and is doing among us.

Cell: A core value of New Heights Church from its

inception has been the breakdown of the congregation
into small groups for the purpose of fellowship, Bible
study, prayer, care, outreach, accountability, ministry, etc.
These groups generally meet in homes.

Leadership

For any church to function properly and to be fruitful in
its ministry, godly leadership must be at the helm. We
acknowledge that Jesus is the ultimate head of the church
and that the Holy Spirit is our Counselor and Helper. To
the extent that we are sensitive and responsive to the
Spirit’s leading we are able to accurately interpret and
apply Scriptural teaching and discern the will of God for
our church body.

Church leaders’ responsibilities:

While the whole congregation shares the ministry, the
New Testament stresses the importance of
godly leadership.
In the following passages, note what duties and tasks the
leaders of the church perform.

Ephesians 4:11-13

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They
keep watch over you as men who must give an account.
Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,
for that would be of no advantage to you.

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work
hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who
admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love
because of their work.

The New Testament mentions elders (or overseers or
shepherds) and deacons as serving in leadership roles
in the church. The spiritual qualifications for both are
found in 1 Timothy 3:1-16 and Titus 1:5-9. The local
church was to recognize those who were spiritually qualified for leadership.

Leadership at New Heights

New Heights is led by a team of elders who make directional decisions, guard the church’s mission, cast vision,
and ensure the health of the congregation. The elders
make decisions by consensus (unanimity). Key staff
members serve in a facilitative and advisory capacity on
the elder team and the counsel of other ministry leaders is obtained as it pertains to their ministry area. The
elders are men nominated by the body and selected by
the existing elder team. (Note: If there is ever an impasse
in making a decision they continue to pray, seek the guidance of the Spirit, and dialogue until they are on the same
page. No single person will make the final decision).

In the New Testament the word for deacon is really a
transliteration of the Greek word “diakonos” (unlike elder,
which is translated from the Greek “presbuteros”). The
term “deacon” simply means “one who serves” or anyone
who has accepted a ministry. Many people will be called
to be ministry leaders at New Heights.
Many of our staff and other volunteer ministry leaders
perform the function of New Testament deacons and are
expected to live up to the qualities indicated in
1 Timothy 3:8-13.

1 Timothy 5:17

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching.
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Service
In the last lesson we studied the importance of biblical beliefs and we explored
New Heights’ core values, as well as our
structure of leadership and ministry.
There is one other element necessary
to create a spiritually healthy church: a
community of people devoted to Christ
and growing in their love for God and
others. What part do you play in the
New Heights community?
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The church that makes a difference in the world
is one in which the people are devoted to service, faithful in financial support of the ministry,
authentic in worship, committed to nurturing
healthy relationships and intentional about
making disciples. The remaining chapters in
Discovery will explore each of these aspects of
church involvement.

The Nature of a
Servant
Matthew 20:25-28

Jesus called them together and said, “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their high officials exercise authority over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants
to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave — just as the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”

Philippians 2:5-7

Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness.

Ephesians 2:10

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.
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Spiritual Gifts

The Bible teaches that God gives every believer one or
more spiritual gifts that enable them to serve in a way
that builds up the body of Christ. There is no exhaustive
list of all the gifts of the Spirit in the New Testament. It is
likely that any list is illustrative, not exhaustive. It is also
possible for God to gift us temporarily for a specific purpose as He sees fit. We believe all the gifts mentioned in
the New Testament are still valid gifts today, distributed
by the Holy Spirit for the benefit of the church.
The following are spiritual gifts that are mentioned in
Scripture. (For a definition of each gift see Appendix B).
Administration / Organization (1 Corinthians 14:40)
Discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10)
Exhortation / Encouragement (Romans 12:8)
Faith (1 Corinthians 12:9; 13:2)
Giving (Romans 12:8)
Healing (Acts 5:14-16)
Helps / Service (1 Corinthians 12:28)
Hospitality (1 Peter 4:9-10)
Knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8)
Leadership (Romans 12:8)
Mercy (Romans 12:8)
Miracles (Acts 5:12-14; Acts 14:3)
Prophecy / Preaching (1 Cor. 14:3, 24, 25)
Teaching (1 Corinthians 14:26)
Wisdom (1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 12:8)
Tongues (Acts 2:4-21; 10:46)
Interpretation of Tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10, 30)
Other possible gifts
Apostleship (Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 1:11)
Evangelism (Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40)
Craftsmanship / Creative Communication (Exodus 31:3-5)
Intercession (Colossians 1:9-12)
Music (1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:18-19)

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for the common good. To one there is given through the
Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message
of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to
still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are
the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them
to each one, just as he determines.

1 Corinthians 12:14-20

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If
the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not
belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to
be part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not
for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?
If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of
smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If
they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is,
there are many parts, but one body.

1 Peter 4:10-11

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to
serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its
various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one
speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he
should do it with the strength God provides, so that in
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
If you’re unsure of what spiritual gifts God has given you,
here are a couple of things you can do:

1. Ask other believers who know you well. Often it’s
easier to see spiritual gifts in someone else than it is to
see them in ourselves.
2. Get involved in serving. Spiritual gifts are often discovered in the context of service, so serving in the church
provides an opportunity for our gifts to be expressed.
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Guidelines
for Serving
Every follower of Christ should
be involved in service that builds
up and blesses other people. But
what kind of service? Here are
four questions that can help you
decide where and how to serve.

What am I good at? You

may want to experiment with different areas of service to discover
areas of aptitude and giftedness.

What do I enjoy? What a

blessing to be able to serve others
and build up the body by doing
something you enjoy!

What needs to be done?

When Jesus washed the disciples’
feet (John 13) it was not because
he was especially good at washing
feet, or that he especially enjoyed
it. A true servant just does things
that need to be done.

What does God want me
to do? The answer to this ques-

tion often comes through prayer
and counsel, and experimenting
with different areas of service.
The process may surprise you!
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5

Financial
$upport

Every ministry has expenses that are covered through the voluntary financial
contributions of those who are interested in the work. There may be a lot of
things that you can’t do personally, but with your financial gifts the ministry
can be well funded and able to do all that God is calling us to do.

At New Heights, the money you give is used to pay for staff salaries, benevolence needs, support for global workers,
various expenses for each ministry area (e.g.—children, student, small group, worship, etc.), rent for meeting spaces
and offices, equipment, etc.
While the elders and staff seek to manage our finances well, the ministry is not inexpensive, so the willingness to support
the church financially is an important part of church membership.

Aside from the necessity of money to meet the practical needs of the church, the discipline of giving is spiritually beneficial. It helps you overcome the temptation to trust money instead of God, and it opens doors of blessing.
The Bible has a lot to say about money and what our attitudes and actions should be in regards to it. The following
scriptural principles can have a profound impact on the way you view and use money.
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Principles of
Giving

1. God owns everything

Settling the issue of ownership is the first task of those
who manage money well.

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Deuteronomy 10:14

To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the
highest heavens, the earth and everything in it.

1 Cor 6:19-20

You are not your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body.

1 Cor 7:23

You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

2. Making offerings as an act
of worship

Humanity has always had an impulse to worship God by
making offerings. The following passages speak to what
is acceptable to God in an offering and what is not.

Genesis 4:2-7

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the
course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil
as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions
from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked
with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his
offering he did not look with favor.

Hebrews 11:4

By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain
did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when God
spoke well of his offerings.

3. Tithe

Tithe means “tenth.” Offering a tenth of one’s crops or
flocks or herds or money was prescribed by God in the
Old Testament and has often been used as a starting place
for Christian giving.

Deuteronomy 12:6-7

Bring your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and
special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.
There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and
your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you
have put your hand to, because the LORD your God has
blessed you.

Genesis 14:18-20

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed
Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most
High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then
Abram gave him a tenth of everything.

Mal 3:8-12

Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.
But you ask, “How do we rob you?”
“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse - the whole
nation of you - because you are robbing me. Bring the
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it. I will prevent pests from devouring your
crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit.
Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be
a delightful land.

Matthew 23:23

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and
cummin. But you have neglected the more important
matters of the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness.
You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting
the former.
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4. The treasure
(investment) principle

All treasure on earth will eventually be lost, but we can
use it to make investments which have an eternal value.

They bless us in the spiritual realm, we bless them in the
physical realm.

1 Timothy 6:18-19

1 Corinthians 9:14

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds,
and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation
for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life
that is truly life.

Matt 6:19-21

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

5. Generosity

God responds to generous deeds.

Proverbs 11:24-25

One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another
withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous
man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself
be refreshed.

Luke 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.

2 Cor 9:6

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously.

2 Cor 9:10-11

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will
be made rich in every way so that you can be generous
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God.
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6. Duty to support
christian workers

In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those
who preach the gospel should receive their living from
the gospel.

7. First fruits

We can always afford what we pay for first.

Proverbs 3:9-10

Honor the LORD with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops;
then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine.

Rom 11:16

If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy,
then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are
the branches.

8. Sacrificial

Sacrifice means giving up something you want or need in
order to achieve a higher goal.

Luke 21:1-4

As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into
the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two
very small copper coins. I tell you the truth, he said, “this
poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these
people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of
her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

2 Corinthians 8:5

And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with
God’s will.

9. Prayerful

God is the best financial adviser you’ll ever meet.

Philippians 4:5-7

The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

10. Consistent and proportional

11. Voluntary and cheerful

It is not just the act, but the attitude in giving that
honors God.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.

12. Act of grace

An established habit of giving makes a big impact
over time.

An act of grace is something that is done with God’s help
through which God’s favor and power flows into the lives
of others.

1 Corinthians 16:2

2 Corinthians 8:6-7

On the first day of every week, each one of you should
set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to
be made.

So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning,
to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.
But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for
us — see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

Some Practical Tips On Giving

Pray about it. If you are married, pray about it together. It is important that you and your spouse agree on what to give.

A suggestion: although the amount of your gift is ultimately between you and the Lord, many of us at New Heights
have a guideline of giving 10% of our gross income to the church plus gifts in various amounts to global workers
and other ministries.

Start somewhere. If you’re not in the habit of giving regularly it will be helpful to just start with any amount—this
will help you develop the discipline.
Determine how you will give. Some people choose to put their gift in the offering plate each Sunday as an act of
worship. Others periodically bring their gift by the church office. Some give online because of the convenience. Still
others set up an automatic draft for convenience and consistency.
To give online go to newheightschurch.com/give.
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6

Our
Worship

Words translated
“worship”

Shachah – to prostrate oneself, bow
down, fall down, or stoop.
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When we hear the word “worship,”
lots of different things can come
to mind. Worship is a big topic,
and it’s a hard word to define.
Today we’re going to try to write
a definition. The Scriptures
use a variety of Hebrew
and Greek words to
mean “worship.”

Proskuneo – to kiss, to prostrate
oneself, to adore.

He said to his servants, “Stay here with
the donkey while I and the boy go over
there. We will worship and then we
will come back to you.” (Genesis 22:5)

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem
and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star in the east and have come to
worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)

Abad – to be enslaved, to serve.

Latreuo – to revere, adore.

Then say to Pharaoh, this is what the
LORD says: “Israel is my firstborn
son, and I told you, ‘Let my son go, so
he may worship me.’ But you refused
to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.” (Exodus 4:22-23)

For it is we who are the circumcision,
we who worship by the Spirit of
God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and
who put no confidence in the flesh.
(Philippians 3:3)

Words translated “Praise”

Halal – to be clear, to shine, to boast, to show, to rave, to
celebrate, to be clamorously foolish.

And he appointed some of the Levites as ministers before
the ark of the Lord, even to celebrate and to thank and
praise the Lord God of Israel. (1 Chr. 16:4)

Zamar – to touch the strings of a musical instrument, to

make music with the voice, to sing, to celebrate in music
and song.

My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing, I will sing
praises, even with my soul. (Psalm 21:13)

Yadah – to use, hold out, to throw out the hand, to worship with extended hand, to revere/worship.

Now I will praise the Lord.

(Genesis 29:35)

Barach – to kneel down, to bless God as an act
of adoration.

Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on
that day saying, “that the leaders led in Israel, that the
people volunteered to praise the Lord.” ( Judges 5:2)

Shabach – to address in a loud voice, to shout, to com-

Romans 12:1

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view
of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and
proper worship.

2 Chronicles 16:9

For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed
to him.

The Gospel of Mark records the story of a religious
teacher who asked Jesus what the most important command of God was. Jesus’ reply:

Mark 12:29-31

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no commandment greater than these.”
As a group, try to come up with a definition for “worship”
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

mand, to triumph.

_____________________________________________

Because Your love is better than life, my lips will
glorify you. (Psalms 63:3)

_____________________________________________

Worship is a choice

Worship involves intentionality and action on our part;
it’s something we have to choose to do. Yet it’s not something that requires us to be in a specific place or perform
a specific action. We can worship in a corporate setting
such as a church service, in a small group setting, in
times of private devotion, and even as we go about the
ordinary tasks of our day.

Colossians 3:16-17

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Worship God alone

Throughout Scripture we read the stories of people
involved in worship. Some people worshipped God, but
some refused to worship God and instead worshipped
other things. And throughout Scripture we read the
command of God to worship Him alone. One example:

Exodus 34:14

Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name
is Jealous, is a jealous God.
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Expressing
Worship

Some of the expressions of worship from
the Bible include:

•  Singing (Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16)
•  Commitment (Romans 12:1-2)
•  Praying (Psalm 95:6)
•  Hearing the Word (John 17:17)
•  Giving (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
•  Silence (Habakkuk 2:20)
•  Confession (James 5:16)
•  Kneeling (Psalm 95:6)
•  Lifting hands (Psalm 28:2; 119:48)
•  Baptism (Romans 6:3-4)
•  Meditating (Psalm 1:1-2)
•  Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
•  Praise (Psalm 61:8)
•  Shouting (Psalm 100:1)
•  Dancing (2 Samuel 6:16,21)
•  Playing instruments (Psalm 150)
•  Clapping (Psalm 47:1)

Assignment: Pick the expression of
worship from the list above that you have
the least experience with. Find a time this
week to worship God in that way.

Worship in our church celebrations

At New Heights we gather together once a week in a large
group setting to worship God for Who He is and celebrate
all that He’s done for us. We want all believers to feel the
freedom to worship God in the way they feel led by the Holy
Spirit. When we worship, we should “fear God, rather than
men” meaning that we should be more concerned with God’s
will for us in our worship to Him than worrying about what
others around us think. As an old lawyer once said, “There’s
nothing wrong with public displays of affection for God,
especially in church.”
Worship should ultimately be between us and God. However,
we believe that our worship celebrations should be orderly,
understandable to all, and guest friendly. Please be sensitive
to those around you. For example, if you want to dance you
are welcome to, but we encourage you go to the back or side
of the gym.
Our worship services won’t be exactly the same from week to
week. However, there are several elements that will regularly
be a part of our Sunday morning celebrations:

Prayer: Prayer is an important part of worship. We spend

time in corporate prayer as well as individual prayer during
the services. You can also fill out a prayer card or pray with
a member of our prayer team.

Music and singing: We sing a combination of old and
modern worship songs led by a variety of worship leaders,
singers, and musicians.
Teaching: You will hear from several different speakers
who teach from the Bible with an emphasis on
practical application.

Creative elements: We reinforce spiritual truth with a
variety of creative elements such as life stories, drama, movie
clips, and hands-on activities.
Giving: In every worship service we offer the opportunity

to support the ministry financially. Voluntary gifts pay all
the ministry expenses of New Heights. Giving financially
to the church is also an act of worship—a way to say thank
you to God.

Communion (the Lord’s supper): Each week we offer
the opportunity to take communion. The bread and the juice
are sometimes passed down each row, but most often they
are set out on tables around the gym. You are welcome to
take communion individually, as a family, or with a group of
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friends. Communion is a time to remember the sacrifice of Jesus, to reflect on the body and blood of the Lord
(symbolized by the bread and the juice), and the forgiveness, grace, and mercy we receive because of Him. (For
more about communion read 1 Corinthians 11:23-34.)

Baptisms: Sometimes we have baptisms as part of our
worship time. Often when one person gets baptized, others will spontaneously respond and get baptized as well.
If you have not been baptized as a follower of Jesus, we
encourage you to take that step.

Note: We encourage you to fully enter into our worship, teaching, and other activities with your family and friends. At the same time, please make
sure your behavior conforms to the teaching in 1 Corinthians, to do everything “in a fitting and orderly way.” In particular, please remember that
there are young Christians and often young children in every service and event. Please avoid things like outbursts during worship or teaching,
inappropriate demonstrations of affection, immodest dress, and other behaviors that can distract or offend.

Worship is
the Goal

God created all things for His pleasure and His glory,
including us – we were made to worship. Throughout
the Scriptures God calls His people to worship Him, and
throughout our lives the Holy Spirit prompts us toward
worship. At the end of time, when Christ returns, all creation will worship Him forever and ever.

Psalm 86:9

All the nations you have made
will come and worship before you, Lord;
they will bring glory to your name.

Revelation 7:9

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and
were holding palm branches in their hands. And they
cried out in a loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.”
All the angels were standing around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell
down on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, saying:
“Amen!
Praise and glory
and wisdom and thanks and honor
and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen!”

In the 1640s a group of English and Scottish theologians
gathered together to write a statement of faith. What they
came up with is referred to as the Westminster Catechism.
It’s written in a series of questions and answers. The first
question was: “What is the chief and highest end of man?”
Answer: “Man’s chief and highest end is to glorify God,
and fully to enjoy him forever.” In other words, worshipping God is the goal. It’s what we were created for and
it’s the best and grandest thing we can do. So it’s worth
asking, how can we grow in our worship?
Bob Kauflin, a worship leader and theologian, writes:
“Marriages grow through faithful practices, not just
romantic moments. In the same way, worship is less
about transcendent moments and more about
faithful practices.”
What is one thing you can do to grow in your worship of
God in your daily life? ___________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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Small Groups:
Christ-Centered
Life Sharing
Genesis 1:26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image…”

Genesis 2:18

It is not good for man to be alone.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Two are better than one because they have a good return
for their labor. For if either of them falls, the one will lift
up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when
there is not another to lift him up. Furthermore, if two
lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be
warm alone? And if one can overpower him who is alone,
two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly
torn apart.
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The doctrine of the Trinity (The Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are three persons in one being) reveals that God
exists in community. There has always been at least one
small group!
God has created us in His image with an instinct for
relationships. We are designed for community. The two
great commandments (love God, love people) center on
the two great relationships we are to have in life (with
God and with people). Small groups provide the environment for life change to occur and to encourage us to
move from lip service Christianity to lifestyle Christianity.

Small Groups in the
Old Testament

For thousands of years small groups have been a part of God’s
plan to meet the needs of God’s people. When Moses first led the
Israelites out of slavery he was the only one who was able to settle
disputes. Then he received some good advice:

Exodus 18: 17-21
Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are doing is not good. You
and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out.
The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. Listen
now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with
you. You must be the people’s representative before God and bring
their disputes to him. Teach them the decrees and laws, and show
them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. But select
capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy
men who hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.

In this passage, Moses’ father-in-law is passing on a new core value
to Moses (Moses and Aaron were the only “staff ” at the time). He
was telling Moses that the job was too big for the staff. Moses
should divide the people up into manageable groups and then into
small groups and then even smaller groups.
New Heights has a challenge similar to the one Moses faced
— although not to the same scale. The elders and staff cannot personally provide the depth of ministry that each individual in the
church needs in order to grow in Christ. Small groups create an
environment so that every person in the church can experience a
sense of belonging and spiritual community.
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Jesus as a Small Group Leader

Jesus is our model. Anyone who wants to be effective in ministry does well to study the life of Jesus and observe his
approach to ministry. It is important to note that Jesus had in mind the redemption of the whole world. How would
the message of redemption reach people all over the world in every age? How would the movement be sustained from
generation to generation? How would it leap from culture to culture?

The first step in achieving that monumental task was to form a small group. It is an understatement to say that Jesus’
small group was successful. It was the beginning of a world-changing movement that has lasted for
2000 years.

Six observations about Jesus as a small group leader

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Jesus began His earthly ministry by establishing His small group, the twelve disciples.
Jesus was actively involved in both small and large group ministry.
Jesus spent the majority of his time in small group ministry.
Jesus’ foundation for small group ministry was relationships, not organizations, methods, or programs.
Jesus used the small group context to teach and model spiritual knowledge, attitudes, and behavior.
The small group was Jesus’ method for developing leaders

Small Groups
From The Book
of Acts

Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions
and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved.

Acts 5:42

Day after day, in the temple courts and from house
to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
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Some of the “one anothers”
of The New Testament
Be at peace with one another. (Mark 9:50b)
Love one another. (John 13:34)
Be devoted to one another. (Romans 12:10)
Honor one another. (Romans 12:10)
Live in harmony with one another. (Romans 12:16)
Accept one another. (Romans 15:7)
Instruct one another. (Romans 15:14)
Greet one another. (Romans 16:16)
Carry each other’s burdens. (Galatians 6:2)
Be patient, bearing with one another in love.
(Ephesians 4:2)

Be kind and compassionate to one another.

(Ephesians 4:32)

Forgive one another.

(Ephesians 4:32)

Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs. (Ephesians 5:19)
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
(Ephesians 5:21)

In humility consider others better than yourselves.

(Philippians 2:3)

Teach one another. (Colossians 3:16)
Admonish one another. (Colossians 3:16)
Encourage each other. (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
Build each other up. (1 Thessalonians 5:11)
Spur one another on toward love and good deeds.
(Hebrews 10:24)

Do not slander one another. (James 4:11)
Don’t grumble against each other. (James 5:9)
Confess your sins to each other. (James 5:16)
Pray for each other. (James 5:16)
Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another.
(1 Peter 5:5)

Four Components
of Christ-Centered
Life Sharing:

As members of a small group develop deeper relationships with one another there will be…

Nurture and care

More and more life-sharing happens between group
meetings and a deeper level of intimacy, transparency,
and authenticity occurs during meetings. Group members are there for one another when there are crises. They
minister to one another whenever there is need, as well
as share everyday life experiences.

Spiritual growth

As group members develop close relationships with one
another, they help one another develop a close relationship with God. They pray together and encourage private
prayer. They study the Bible together and encourage private time in the Word. As they love one another they help
one another grow in a relationship with God.

Outreach

Most groups have an open membership. They are a place
where people who are new to the church can develop
close interpersonal friendships. Also they can be a place
where friends, family members, coworkers, etc. can find
a place of love and purpose. Each group is encouraged to
have an outward focus by serving together and by staying
connected with global workers in other countries.

Leadership development

Healthy groups tend to grow numerically. Once a group
reaches a consistent meeting attendance of 18 to 20 people they are encouraged to split (like a healthy cell) and
form two groups. The leadership of the new group comes
from people who have a shepherd’s heart and are able to
facilitate and nurture group life. They learn to lead by
following good leaders.
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Five Levels of Life Sharing

Level 1: I like the Hogs too!

By virtue of living in the same geographical area, driving on the same streets, shopping in the same stores, attending the
same schools, and cheering for the same teams, we share life with a large number of people. But personal relationships
can be very shallow at this level.

Level 2: I believe in Jesus, but don’t touch my lawnmower.

At this level we share significant beliefs and convictions, and perhaps attend church together, but there is no overlap of
our daily lives.

Level 3: You bring the guitar, I’ll bring the pizza.

At this level people come together in more intimate settings, such as a small group. Though it doesn’t always happen,
there is an opportunity for much deeper interpersonal relationships.

Level 4: The Three Musketeers - “All for one and one for all!”

At this level people are truly caring for one another. They help promote one another’s spiritual, emotional, relational,
and economic well-being. Though this is a deep level of life-sharing, it is not our ultimate goal.

Level 5: Sharing life for the cause of Christ.

At this deepest level, followers of Jesus share life with a view toward leveraging their relationships to advance the
Kingdom of God.
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Small Groups
at New Heights:
Christ-Centered
Life Sharing

Membership at New Heights Church means
membership within a small group of believers
meeting regularly. You can show up on Sundays
and take part in various activities, but without
active involvement in one of our small groups, it
will be difficult for you to experience the blessings of Christ-centered life sharing. We therefore
strongly encourage every member of New Heights
to participate in a small group. You can join a
group by calling the church office, or by attending
a group with a friend. You can also view a list of
groups online at www.newheightschurch.com.

We believe that the church is not a building, but
a people. It is not primarily an organization, but
an organism. We place a high value on the New
Testament principle of home-based small group
ministry grounded on relationships as the vehicle for delivering truth in a way that people are
cared for and lives are changed. It’s our primary
method of living out the second part of the Great
Commandment to love our neighbor and to obey
the “one another” teachings of the New Testament.
Christianity is more than a you and God thing.
Christianity is about relating to God and to one
another. Relationships can be messy – they can
cost you dearly – just ask Jesus. When you are
in a New Heights community group, you are part
of a movement that began 2,000 years ago when
an itinerant Jewish carpenter called out twelve
men that were a cross-section of His culture and
poured His life into them, expecting them to
change the world. This movement will continue
until the day that He comes back to take His children home.
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Matthew 28:18-20

Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and earth has
been given to me. Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations; baptizing then in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit;
teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you, and surely I
am with you always to the very end
of the age.”
It is important for the person who believes in Jesus to
understand that he or she has been given a mission. We
are not simply grateful recipients of the grace and forgiveness of God; we are servants who have been given
a task to complete. God has commanded us to “make
disciples of all nations.”
The purpose of this final lesson in Discovery is to
share our vision of making disciples both locally and
cross-culturally.
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Make Disciples…

As Jesus was beginning his ministry he gave an invitation
to some fishermen who were interested in his work:

Matthew 4:19

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers
of men.”
Jesus’ invitation provides a framework for the definition
of a disciple:
Jesus’ Invitation

A disciple is someone who...

Come, follow me

knows and follows Jesus

and I will make you

is being changed by Jesus

fishers of men

and is committed to the mission
of Jesus

A disciple is:

Someone who knows and follows Jesus, is being changed
by Jesus, and is committed to the mission of Jesus.

Disciple-making is the process of helping a person move
toward spiritual maturity (becoming like Jesus). Part of
that growth involves learning how to make disciples. For
a person who has never heard of Jesus, the first step in
discipleship is hearing the good news about Jesus and
choosing to follow Him. For those who have been following Jesus for a while, their next step in discipleship
may be learning how to use their spiritual gift, or it may
be learning how to disciple someone else. We will not
fully be like Jesus until He returns, so there is always
room for us to grow.

2 Timothy 2:2

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also
be qualified to teach others.

…Of All Nations

In the great commission Jesus commanded his
followers to have a global focus: “Go and make disciples
of all nations.”

God’s heart for the nations is a part of almost every book
of the Bible. It is a major theme of the Scriptures.
When God created the first man and woman, He gave
them the command to “increase in number; fill the earth”
(Genesis 1:28). After the flood, God gave the same command to Noah and his family (Gen. 9:1). From the very
beginning God’s plan has been to have the earth full of
people who worship Him and give Him glory.
God showed Abram His heart for the nations when He
called him to form the nation Israel.

Genesis 12:1-3

The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your
people and your father’s household and go to the land I
will show you...I will bless you...and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
God repeated this same promise to Abraham’s son and
grandson, a promise that “All peoples on earth will be
blessed through you and your offspring.” (Gen 28:14)

Hebrews 10:24-25

And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
Disciple-making can take many different shapes and
forms: it can happen in a one-on-one mentoring
relationship, it can happen in a small group setting,
it can happen when friends share a spiritual conversation
over lunch.
Are you being discipled or mentored by someone? Are
you discipling or mentoring someone? If you would like
to be mentored, or if you would like to be a mentor, call
the church office and we can help get you started.

We know that ultimately
that promise was fulfilled
through Abraham’s distant
descendent, Jesus.
Many of the prophets foresaw the global ministry
of Jesus;

Isaiah 49:6

He says: “It is too small
a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

Habakkuk 2:14

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

Malachi 1:9

My name will be great among the nations, from the rising
to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure
offerings will be brought to my name, because my name
will be great among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty.
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God’s heart for the nations in
The New Testament
The ministry of Jesus

In the New Testament, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh,
continued to reveal God’s heart for the nations. Whether
it was taking an avoided route to reach a Samaritan
woman (John 4:1-42) or healing gentiles who had faith
in Him (Mark 5:1-20, 7:24-30), Jesus continued to show
God’s love for all peoples and His desire that all nations
worship Him.

The mandate to His followers

Up until this point, the Bible had spoken often about
God’s heart for the nations, but hadn’t recorded many
stories of people going to the nations. But in Matthew 28,
Jesus told His disciples to proactively take the message of
God’s kingdom to all nations.

Matt 28:19-20

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

The Acts account

Jesus continually reminded His disciples that the message of the kingdom was to extend beyond the Jews to
other people groups. Unfortunately, the disciples did
not immediately grasp this part of God’s plan. The Book
of Acts begins with Jesus echoing what He had taught
the disciples for the past three years. After Jesus Christ
was crucified and resurrected and before his ascension to
heaven, he returned to His small band of disciples to tell
them again about their role in God’s plan to redeem the
peoples of the world.

Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

As the good news about Jesus began to spread from
Jerusalem, churches began to grow in other cities. One
such church was the church in Antioch.
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Acts 13: 1-3

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshipping the
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.’ So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed
their hands on them and sent them off.”

This is the first time recorded in the Bible that a group of
believers, intentionally and proactively under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, sent out a missionary team to take
the gospel to the ends of the earth.
The leadership at Antioch “laid their hands on them
and SENT them off.” In chapter 10 of Paul’s letter to the
Romans, he remembers his sending church of Antioch
when he writes:

Romans 10:14-15

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed
in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they
have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless
they are sent?

Go and send

In order to expand the gospel to the ends of the earth
there are two critical roles that must be fulfilled: the role
of those who are called to GO and make disciples in these
foreign places – and the role of those who SEND these
goers out, while continuing to make disciples where
they stay.
The question is this: “Where is the Holy Spirit calling
you to make disciples?” Those who go to new places
and those who send them are like two units on the same
cross-cultural outreach team. BOTH are called to make
disciples. BOTH are vitally involved in the fulfillment
of the Great Commission. BOTH are dynamically integrated and moving toward the same goal, and BOTH are
assured success!

Missions at New Heights

We make an intentional effort at New Heights to GO and
SEND. We call the missions arm of our church Global
Outfitters, and we often refer to the people we send as
global workers. We’ve connected with a wide variety of
other churches, missions organizations, and agencies
that send workers. In many cases we act as a sending
agency for global workers. We work hard to provide
moral, logistical, financial, and prayer support to each
of our workers. We assign each of our global workers
a personal global coach – someone here at New Heights
who acts as a local advocate and liaison.

For the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea.
Habakkuk 2:14

Conclusion

Jesus has called us, wherever we are, to work with Him
in making disciples. Wherever you go, whether it’s
Fayetteville or the other side of the globe, you are a
disciple-maker.
Jesus has commissioned you (Matt 28:19).
He’s promised that He’s always with you (Matt 28:20).

If you’d like to get involved in missions
at New Heights there are a couple easy
first steps:
1. Adopt a global worker. Pray for them regularly.

(We can give you their prayer requests and get you on
their mailing list.) Email and Skype them. Send them a
care package (We can help you). It’s a huge encouragement to our global workers to know that people at New
Heights are thinking about and praying for them.

2. Come to a global team meeting. Every week,

the Global Outfitters staff, local missions mobilizers,
visiting missionaries, and other New Heights members
come together to share stories and pray for our global
workers. Anyone interested in missions is welcome to
attend. Call the church office for details.

And He’s given you a glimpse into the fulfillment of
His commission.

Revelation 7:9-10

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people, and language, standing before the throne and in
front of the Lamb... They were wearing white robes and
were holding palm branches in their hands. And they
cried out in a loud voice “salvation belongs to our God
who sits on the throne and unto the Lamb.”
The Moravians of the 17th Century who sent out more
missionaries (per capita) than any other group in church
history were driven primarily by a deep love for Jesus.
Their creed was “That the Lamb who was slain might
receive the reward for his suffering.” Jesus alone is worthy of our worship! His love for us is great! Let’s share
His love.
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Appendix A:
Baptism

This article on the topic of baptism was written by Max
Lucado for his congregation in San Antonio, Texas. At
New Heights we have adapted it to help us communicate about baptism. It is useful for:

1. Those who have never been baptized. This
study will help you see the importance of baptism. If
you have never been baptized in any form, we encourage you to demonstrate your devotion by baptism.
2. Those who have been baptized, but not by
immersion. We have many potential members who
were baptized by sprinkling, usually as infants. This
article will help you see why we baptize by immersion.
It also explains why we don’t baptize infants. We urge
you to read the article and consider adult baptism. If
you choose not to be immersed at this time, we still welcome you as a member. We ask only that you respect
our teaching position and not be divisive. Members
serving in instructional capacities (such as Bible class
teachers, small group leaders, ministry leaders, elders,
and staff) need to be in agreement and compliance with
the teaching position.
3. Those who have been baptized by
immersion. It is our prayer that this study will give
you new insights into the beauty, simplicity, and significance of this demonstration of devotion.

Baptism: the demonstration
of devotion

The human mind explaining baptism is like a harmonica interpreting Beethoven: the music is too majestic for
the instrument. No scholar or saint can fully appreciate
what this moment means in heaven. Any words on baptism, including these, must be seen as human efforts to
understand a holy event. Our danger is to swing to one
of two extremes: we make baptism either too important
or too unimportant. Either we deify it or we trivialize
it. One can see baptism as the essence of the gospel
or as irrelevant to the gospel. Both sides are equally
perilous. One person says, “I am saved because I was
baptized.” The other says, “I am saved so I don’t need to
be baptized.” The challenge is to let the pendulum stop
somewhere between the two viewpoints. This is done
by placing it where it should be: at the foot of the cross.
Baptism is like a precious jewel—set apart by itself, it is

nice and appealing but has nothing within it to compel.
But place baptism against the backdrop of our sin and
turn on the light of the cross, and the jewel explodes
with significance. Baptism at once reveals the beauty of
the cross and the darkness of sin. As a stone has many
facets, baptism has many sides: cleansing, burial, resurrection, the death of the old, and the birth of the new.
Just as the stone has no light within it, baptism has no
inherent power. But just as the stone refracts the light
into many colors, so baptism reveals the many facets of
God’s grace.
Once a person admits his sin and turns to Christ for salvation, some step must be taken to proclaim to heaven
and earth that he is a follower of Christ. Baptism is that
step. Baptism is the initial and immediate step of obedience by one who has declared his faith to others. So
important was this step that, as far as we know, every
single convert in the New Testament was baptized.
With the exception of the thief on the cross, there is no
example of an unbaptized believer.
The thief on the cross, however, is a crucial exception.
His conversion drives dogmatists crazy. It is no accident
that the first one to accept the invitation of the crucified
Christ had no creed, confirmation, christening, or catechism. How disturbing to theologians to ascend the
mountain of doctrine only to be greeted by an uneducated thief who cast his lot with Christ. Here is a man
who never went to church, never gave an offering, never
was baptized, and said only one prayer. But that prayer
was enough. He has a crucial role in the gospel drama.
The thief reminds us that though our dogma may be
airtight and our doctrine dead-center, in the end it is
Jesus who saves.
Does his story negate the importance of obedience? No,
it simply puts obedience in proper perspective. Any
step taken is a response to salvation offered, not an
effort at salvation earned. In the end, God has the right
to save any heart, for he and only he sees the heart.
A helpful verse to understanding baptism is:

I Peter 3:21:

And that water is like the baptism which now saves
you—not the washing of dirt from the body, but the
promise made to God from a good conscience. And
this is because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.
This promise is vital. Baptism separates the tire kickers from the car buyers. Would you feel comfortable
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marrying someone who wanted to keep the marriage a
secret? Neither does God. It’s one thing to say in the
privacy of your own heart that you are a sinner in need of
a Savior. But it’s quite another to walk out of the shadows
and stand before family, friends, and colleagues to state
publicly that Christ is your forgiver and master. This
step raises the ante. Jesus commanded all his followers
to prove it, to make the pledge, by public demonstration
in baptism. Among his final words was the universal
command to:
Go and make followers of all people in all the world, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19)
In the New Testament, baptism was no casual custom, no
ho-hum ritual.
Baptism was, and is “a pledge made to God from a
good conscience.” (I Peter 3:21, TJB)
The Apostle Paul’s high regard for baptism is demonstrated in the fact that he knows all of his readers have
been instructed in its importance.
You wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which
you were committed. (Romans 6:17)
Indeed, baptism is a vow, a sacred vow of the believer
to follow Christ. Just as a wedding celebrates the fusion
of two hearts, baptism celebrates the union of sinner
with Savior.
We “became part of Christ when we were baptized.”
(Romans 6:3)

Do the bride and groom understand all of the implications of the wedding? No. Do they know every challenge
or threat they will face? No. But they know they love
each other, and they vow to be faithful to the end.
When a willing believer enters the waters of baptism,
does he know the implications of the vow? No. Does she
know every temptation or challenge? No. But both know
the love of God and are responding to him.
Please understand, it is not the act that saves us. But it is
the act that symbolizes how we are saved! The invisible
work of the Holy Spirit is visibly dramatized in the water.
That plunge beneath the running waters was like a death;
the moment’s pause while they swept overhead was like
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a burial; the standing erect once more in air and sunlight
was a species of resurrection (Sanday and Headlam, “A
Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans,” in The International Commentary).
Remove your shoes, bow your head, and bend your knees:
this is a holy event. Baptism is not to be taken lightly.
The event is a willing plunge of the body and soul into the
promise and power of Christ. The ritual of washing signifies our admission that apart from Christ we are dirty,
but in Christ we are pure. The ritual of burial signifies
that we are willing to die to sin and self and that we can
be made alive again because of him. (Luther referred to
baptism as death by drowning.) Baptism effectively seals
our salvation, uniting us to him and his body. Christ’s
death becomes my death. Christ’s resurrection becomes
my resurrection. There is no indication of an unbaptized
believer in the New Testament church.
Let us now turn our attention to specific questions that
have been raised in regard to baptism.

1. Which is more appropriate, to
baptize babies or to baptize
people who are old enough to
make a personal decision?

Obviously there are bright, godly people of both persuasions. But it seems clear that in the New Testament
baptism is a willing pledge made by those who are old
enough to recognize their sin, mature enough to comprehend the significance of the death of Christ, and
independent enough to commit themselves to him.
It’s important to note that there isn’t a clear reference to
a baby being baptized in the whole of the Bible. Almost
every time baptism is mentioned, it is preceded by some
command for belief. A good example is Acts 2:38:

Change your hearts and lives and be baptized, each one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
We are never told to be baptized and then believe, but
to come to belief, to trusting faith, and then display that
decision by associating ourselves with Christ in baptism.
Baptism is the initial step of a faithful heart. This decision requires significant levels of maturity.

It is appropriate to dedicate a baby (though more appropriate to dedicate the parents). At New Heights we do
this. On a regular basis we offer parents of newborns
an opportunity to come forward with their children for
prayer and consecration. But these are dedication ceremonies, not baptisms.

2. What if I was baptized as an
infant? What should I do?
I have been baptized, but not
by immersion.

First, you should be grateful that you had parents
who cared enough about you to set you apart for God.
Because of their devotion, you have an opportunity to
complete their prayer by willingly submitting to adult
baptism. Adult baptism is not a sign of disrespect for
what your parents did. In fact, it can be seen as a fulfillment of their prayers. Be thankful for the heritage of
concerned parents, but don’t be negligent of your responsibility as an adult to make your personal pledge toward
God in baptism. Several who are now members of this
church were baptized as infants and then, upon coming
to a personal faith, were baptized as adults. God has
led you to this point and we pray that you will take this
important step as soon as possible.
All the Greek dictionaries of the New Testament define
the Greek word baptizo as immersion. The symbolism of
immersion is compelling: just as a person lowers you into
the water, Christ lowers you into the pool of his grace
until every inch of your self is clean. Buried in a watery
grave, covered from head to foot with God’s love, you
are washed clean by the blood of Jesus. If you have any
questions or concerns about this aspect of baptism, we
would welcome the opportunity to visit with you.

3. How much do I need to know in
order to be baptized?

You need to realize only that you are a sinner and that
Jesus is your Savior. As you grow in Christ you’ll learn
more about baptism. You’ll learn that embodied and
represented in baptism is the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:38); commitment to the church (I Corinthians 12:1);
and being clothed with Christ (Galatians 3:26), to name
a few. It is helpful to read the book of Acts and try to
determine what the candidates in the first century knew
before they were baptized: the three thousand baptized
on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2; the Ethiopian Official
in Acts 8; the jailer in Acts 16; and the conversion of Paul

in Acts 22:16. In each case there was an innocent faith
and an immediate response. Let’s take a quick look at
each of the events:

What did they understand at Pentecost?

God has made Jesus—the man you nailed to the cross—
both Lord and Christ. (Acts 2:36)

How did they respond?

Those who accepted the message were baptized and about
three thousand people were added to the number of believers that day. (Acts 2:41)

What was the message of Philip to the Ethiopian?

Philip began to speak and…told him the good news about
Jesus. (Acts 8:35)

What was his response?

The officer said, “Look, here is water. What is stopping me
from being baptized?” Both Philip and the officer went
down into the water and Philip baptized him. (Acts 8:38)

What did the jailer understand?

[Paul and Silas] said to him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and
you will be saved—you and all the people in
your house.” (Acts 16:31)

How did he respond?

At that hour of the night the jailer took Paul and Silas and
washed their wounds. Then he and all his people were baptized immediately. (Acts 16:33)

What did Saul know before he was baptized?

[Ananias] stood by me and said, “Brother Saul... the God
of our ancestors chose you long ago to know his plan, to see
the Righteous One, and to hear words from him.... Now
why wait any longer? Get up, be baptized, and wash your
sins away, trusting in him to save you.” (Acts 22:14-16)

Then Saul got up and was baptized.

(Acts 9:18)

Do you see some similarities? The message and the
response are consistent. The message is Jesus and the
response is voluntary: a simple faith in Christ and an
immediate response to faith in baptism.
Could it be possible for someone to be baptized without
even a knowledge of Christ? Absolutely. Some may be
baptized out of peer pressure, parent pressure, or even as
a good luck charm. There is the extreme case of Emperor
Constantine marching his troops through a river and
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claiming that they were all Christians. There are those
who, upon reflection, decide that they had no idea what
they were doing the first time. But now that they understand what God did for them, they want to say thank you
in baptism. Such a decision is personal, for only you
know your heart.

4. Does it matter where I
was baptized?

No. If you were baptized in a Baptist church or
Pentecostal camp or in the lake at a family reunion, that
doesn’t matter. What is important is that you knew that
you were a sinner and Jesus was your Savior.

5. Does baptism, itself, have the
power to save people?

The answer to this is a resounding “No!” Scripture is
abundantly clear that only Jesus saves. The work of salvation is a finished work by Christ on the cross. Baptism
has no redemptive powers of its own. There is nothing
special about the water. Nothing holy about the river or
pond or baptistery.
Tragically, some people believe they are going to heaven
when they die just because a few drops of water were
sprinkled over their head a few weeks after their birth.
They have no personal faith, have never made a personal
decision, and are banking on a hollow ceremony to save
them. How absurd. If baptism were a redemptive work,
why did Jesus die on the cross? If we could be saved by
being sprinkled or dunked, do you think Jesus would
have died for our sins? If your faith is in the sacrament
and not the Savior, you are trusting a powerless ritual.
This leads to another question.

6. What if a person is not
baptized? Can he be saved?

This question is best answered with a question. Why isn’t
the person baptized? There are three possible answers:

1) “I never understood baptism.”

Perhaps you were never instructed to be baptized. Maybe
you’ve never been challenged to consider the issue. That’s
entirely possible. If this is the case, we urge you to give
thought to what God says about baptism. This doesn’t
negate your faith up to this point. Part of maturity is an
openness to understand new areas of the Christian walk.
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2) A second reason for not being baptized
is “I don’t want to.”

Let’s analyze this response for a moment. God humbles
himself by leaving heaven and being born in a feedtrough. The God of the universe eats human food, feels
human feelings, and dies a sinner’s death. He is spat
upon, beaten and stripped naked, and nailed to a cross.
He takes our eternal condemnation on himself in our
place. He then offers salvation as a free gift and asks that
we say yes to him in baptism and someone responds, “I
don’t want to.” Such logic does not add up. Such resistance doesn’t reveal a problem with baptism.
Such resistance spells trouble of the soul. It reveals a
problem of the heart. Such a person does not need a
study of the sacrament. He needs a long, hard examination of the soul. The incongruity puzzled even Jesus.
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things
I ask?” (Luke 6:46)
True believers not only offer their sins; they yield their
wills to Christ. Baptism is the initial test of the believing
heart. If one won’t obey Christ in baptism, what will they
do when he calls them to obey him in prayer? Or evangelism? Or service?
The highest motive for doing anything is because God
asks you to do it. The heart of the saved says, “If you
want me to be baptized in a pile of leaves, I’ll do it. I may
not understand every reason, but neither do I understand
how you could save a sinner like me.” If one is resistant
on the first command, one might wonder if there has
been a true conversion experience.

3) But there are those who are not
baptized for a third reason.

“What of the ones who die before they have a chance?
What if I entrust my soul to Christ and before I can tell
anyone or arrange to be baptized, a swarm of killer bees
attacks me and I die?”
The answer to this question is found in the character of
God. Would a God of love reject an honest heart? No
way. Would a God of mercy and kindness condemn any
seeking soul? Absolutely not. Having called you and
died for you would he cast you away because of a curious
sequence of events? Inconceivable.

Is it possible for an unbaptized believer to be saved? Yes,
definitely. Should every believer be baptized?
Yes, definitely.
Baptism is bowing before the Father and letting him do
his work. The moment is like that of the first-grader
entering the first grade. The young student does not
enroll by virtue of his knowledge or merits. He simply
requests, “I’m here to learn, will you teach me?” Baptism
is like that—not graduation but matriculation. It’s the
presentation of the willing pupil before the Master
Teacher. “I’m here to learn. Will you teach me?”

Conclusion

Don’t allow baptism to be something it is not. Apart
from the cross it has no significance. If you are trusting
a dunk in the water to save you, you have missed the message of grace. Beware of dogmatism. No one this side
of heaven can fully understand the majesty of baptism.
Watch out for the one who claims to have a corner on the
issue, especially if that person is in your mirror.
Don’t prevent baptism from being what God intended.
This is no optional command. This is no trivial issue. It
is a willing plunge into the power and promise of Christ.
Baptism is the first step of a believer. If it was important
enough for Jesus to command, isn’t it important enough
for you to obey? And if it was important enough for
Jesus to do, isn’t it important enough for you to follow?
In baptism God signs and seals our conversion to him.
For all we may not understand about baptism, we can be
sure of one thing—it is a holy moment.

Appendix B:
Spiritual Gifts

There is no exhaustive list of all the gifts of the spirit anywhere in the New Testament. Nearly everyone’s list of
spiritual gifts is different and that fact at least suggests the
Holy Spirit had no desire to give us an exhaustive listing.
It is likely that any list is illustrative, not exhaustive.

Administration / Organization
(1 Corinthians 14:40)

The supernatural ability to organize and manage people,
resources, and time for effective ministry. The ability to
coordinate many details in a purposeful and strategic manner, thus executing the plans of leadership.

Discernment

(1 Corinthians 12:10)

The supernatural ability to distinguish right from wrong,
truth from error, and to give an immediate evaluation
based on God’s truth. The ability to discern whether the
source of a person’s motives (or an experience) is from
Satan, self, or God’s Spirit.

Exhortation / Encouragement

(Romans 12:8)

The supernatural ability to motivate God’s people to apply
and act on biblical principles, especially when they are
discouraged or wavering in their faith. The supernatural
ability to bring out the best in others (by encouragement
or rebuke) and challenge them to develop their potential.

Faith

(1 Corinthians 12:9; 13:2)

The supernatural ability to trust God for what cannot be
seen and to act on God’s promises, regardless of what the
circumstances indicate. The willingness to risk failure in
pursuit of a God-given vision, expecting God to handle
the obstacles.

Giving

(Romans 12:8)

The supernatural ability to generously and cheerfully
contribute material resources and/or money so that the
Body may grow and be strengthened. The supernatural
ability to earn and manage money so it may be given to
support the ministry of others.

Healing

(Acts 5:14-16)

The supernatural ability, at the prompting and through
the power of the Holy Spirit, to bring about in specific
instances physical, emotional or spiritual healing.

Helps / Service

(1 Corinthians 12:28)

The supernatural ability to recognize unmet needs in the
church family, and take the initiative to provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully, and without a need for
recognition. The propensity to invest your own talents,
time and energy in helping someone else accomplish the
purposes of Christ, thus helping others increase the effectiveness of their own ministry.
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Hospitality

Teaching

The supernatural ability to make others feel warmly
welcomed, accepted, comfortable, and/or the supernatural ability to coordinate social factors that
promote fellowship.

The supernatural ability to educate God’s people by
clearly explaining and applying truth in a way that brings
understanding and enlightenment.

(1 Peter 4:9-10)

Knowledge

(1 Corinthians 12:8)

Wisdom

(1 Corinthians 2:6-16; 12:8)

The supernatural ability to know something apart from
any objective means.

The supernatural ability to discern the divine purpose
in the mind and will of God concerning specific circumstances or life situations.

Leadership

Tongues

The supernatural ability to clarify and communicate the
purpose and direction (“vision”) of a ministry in a way
that attracts others to get involved. The supernatural
ability to motivate others to get involved in the effective
accomplishment of ministry. The supernatural ability to
motivate others by example to work together in accomplishing a ministry goal.

The supernatural ability to speak in a language unknown
to the speaker that declares the mighty deeds of God,
gives thanks to and blesses God, but which may be discernable to a person familiar with that language
(1 Cor. 12:10, 28,30; 14:14-17, 22).

(Romans 12:8)

Mercy

(Romans 12:8)

The supernatural ability to detect physical, mental and
emotional pain and empathize with those who are suffering, whether in or outside of the church family. The
supernatural ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis, or pain.

Miracles

(Acts 5:12-14; Acts 14:3)

(Acts 2:4-21; 10:46)

Interpretations of Tongues

(1 Corinthians 12:10, 30)

The supernatural ability to interpret or fully explain in the
common language of those present what was spoken by
another exercising their spiritual gift of tongues.
Further explanation regarding the gift of tongues:
The fact that this gift has caused much confusion and
divisiveness in the church today should not be a surprise.
This gift caused such a problem in the Corinthian church
that Paul had to write an entire chapter (1 Cor. 14)
of guidelines.

The supernatural ability, at the prompting and in the
power of the Holy Spirit, to effect acts, events or conditions outside the realm of natural causes and effects, yet
which are readily discernible through the natural senses.

1. It is primarily for personal edification, not for the
whole church.

Prophecy / Preaching

He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who
prophesies edifies the church. (1 Cor. 14:4)

The supernatural ability to publicly communicate a word
from God in an inspired way that convinces unbelievers
and both challenges and comforts believers. The ability to persuasively declare God’s will. It may include the
supernatural ability to predict or foretell future events.

2. We are to focus on building up others, not ourselves.

(1 Cor. 14:3, 24, 25)

46

(1 Corinthians 14:26)

Unless you speak intelligible words… you will just be speaking into the air… try to excel in the gifts that build up
the church. (1 Cor. 14:9, 12)

3. It confuses unbelievers in the service.
…if some unbelievers come in, will they not say you are out
of your mind? (1 Cor. 14:23)

Intercession

(Colossians 1:9-12)

4. Ideally, it is not meant to be used in the worship service.

The supernatural ability to pray for the needs of others
in the church family over extended periods of time on a
regular basis. The ability to persist in prayer and not be
discouraged until the answer arrives.

In the church, I would rather speak five intelligible words
to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.
Brothers, stop thinking like children! (1 Cor. 14:19-20)

(1 Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:18-19)

5. In our culture it can be a divisive test of spirituality
used by certain groups.

Music

The supernatural ability to celebrate God’s presence
through music, either vocal or instrumental, and to participate in leading the church family in worship.

Because of the above concerns and guidance, we have
chosen to refrain from practicing the gift of tongues
out loud in our Sunday worship celebration. Please use
digression in your use of this gift in other settings.

Other possible gifts:

Apostleship

(Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 1:11)

One who has been called out and set apart by the Holy
Spirit and, through the church, sent out to preach the
gospel, proclaim the word of God; teaching , exhorting,
and strengthening the souls of those who respond to
their message. It is a multi-gifted person whose ministry
is to exercise the gifts given in establishing new churches
(Acts 13:2-5, 14:3, 21-23; Romans 15:20).

Evangelism

(Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40)

A gifted person equipped for a special ministry primarily
to unbelievers to communicate the Good News of Jesus in
a positive, non-threatening way. (Note: Philip, who was
one of “the seven” original deacons, is the only named
evangelist (Acts 21:8) although Paul told Timothy to “do
the work of an evangelist”. The only other use of the term
is in Ephesians. It literally means “one who preaches the
good news” (Acts 21:8; 2 Timothy 4:5).

Craftsmanship / Creative
Communication

(Exodus 31:3-5)

The supernatural ability to build, maintain, or beautify the place of worship for God’s glory. The ability to
express worship for God’s glory. The ability to express
worship through a variety of art forms.
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