
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Recently, I’m finding myself eager to hear good news.  How about you? I’m increasingly hungry for joy that is life 
giving. For me, Foothills continues to be a place that embodies this kind of good news as I witness the ways in 
which the Holy Spirit is moving in our midst. Here’s some good news we can celebrate, we ended our 2017 stew-
ardship campaign with a slight surplus! This is no small thing. This means the pledges you submitted for 2017 are a 
little higher than we anticipated.  
 
Hooray! So now what? We could play the safe route and consider this projected surplus as a cushion for all the just 
in case scenarios. Or our friends at First Christian Church of Scottsdale have modeled another option we could try 
out. A couple of years ago when First Scottsdale ended their stewardship campaign with a surplus they decided to 
start collecting dreams from their congregation. For a few weeks during worship church members were invited to 
submit dreams they had for the church in a “dream box” and then all the dreams were reviewed. Their pastor, Rev. 
Brian Fredrick-Gray, shared with me about how there were all kinds of dreams that came in, both big and small. 
Everything from wanting to paint a door on their building to beginning a social service agency on an adjacent prop-
erty. As they reviewed the dreams they looked for themes and prayed about what they might be able to do as a 
congregation. For instance, their church hadn’t had a Vacation Bible School in recent years and a few people sub-
mitted dreams about starting one up that summer. Of course they weren’t able to act on all of the dreams immedi-
ately, but collecting the dreams gave them a sense of where peoples hopes were for the church and a couple of 
years later they still continue to pick up those dreams people shared. Brian shared this experience sparked an en-
thusiasm within their congregation and led to even more growth.  
 
Inspired by our sister congregation in Scottsdale, you’re invited to dream about what hopes you have for our 
church. This is not meant to be another formal visioning process for our church. We’ve already done some good 
work in that area. Instead, it’s an opportunity to ask how is the Holy Spirit stirring you/us to follow Jesus, love God, 
serve others and welcome everybody? During the first three weeks in February we are going to be exploring this 
theme of dreaming in a sermon series. I hope you’ll join us and share some of your dreams along the way.  
 
Also, the season of Lent will be here soon and we will be joining again with Coolwater Chrisitan Church and First 
Christian Church of Scottsdale for some special service.  Coolwater will host the Ash Wednesday service (March 
1st), we will host the Maundy Thursday service (April 13), and First Christian Scottsdale will host the Good Friday 
service (April 14). More details will be shared soon.  
 
Peace, 
Bekah Krevens 



 

  

 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and 
we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 

          —1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (NIV) 
 
Foothills Christian Church is one of the many parts of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). With a name like 
“Foothills” it might be easy visualize where Paul might place us in his description of “the body of Christ”! 
Paul wasn’t just painting a vivid picture here for humor’s sake. He was trying to get a developing, far-flung 
Christ-centered movement to cohere. He needed each person in each congregation to recognize their im-
portance not only in their own smaller group, but also in the bigger picture. 
 

Later in this letter to the Corinthians (chapter 16) he describes how churches can take an active part in the  larg-
er body by describing how the church in Corinth can provide gifts to their sister churches in Galatia, Judea, and 
so on. 
 

Did you know that the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) carries on a similar mission? Six times per year the 
Disciples Mission Fund takes up Special Day Offerings in support of designated ministries. Additionally, our  con-
gregation participates with other Disciples churches to contribute 10% of our local operating expenses to the 
common mission fund of the church. The Disciples Mission Fund supports 72 ministries ranging from our own 
community to around the globe. 
 

Curious to know more about where our giving is being used? Visit the Disciples Mission Fund website at         
DisciplesMissionFund.org to find out more. 
 

A message from the Steward: 
Contribution statements for 2016 were mailed during the last week of January. If you did not receive your 
statement, or have a question about yours, please send a note to dean.b.carnes@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you, 
Dean Carnes 
 
 

Welcome our Newest Members! (not pictured yet: Melanie Brown) 

Joan Koenecki, Michelle Prins Allison Vincent &         April & Jenny Escarda  Lisa Natham & 
& son Noah    Brian Hall       James Springfield  
 



 

 

Refugee Focus 
“You, too, must show love to foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of 
Egypt.”  (Deuteronomy 10: 19) 
 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”         
(Matthew 25:35) 
 

A group of 10 people from Foothills attended an orientation at Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest on     
Friday afternoon, Jan. 27th, to learn more about how we can help to welcome a refugee family to Phoenix.      
Ironically during our meeting at LSS, President Trump     announced the 120 day moratorium on accepting         
refugees, so many of the possibilities for assisting will not be    feasible in the near future, but we did find out a 
lot of interesting information about refugee resettlement (see below).   
 

In addition, on Sunday, Jan. 29th, Rev. Deborah Hutterer, Chief Development Officer, from Lutheran Social         
Services of the Southwest, was our guest speaker for our 5th Sunday Foothills on Our Feet activity.  She was also 
unclear as to how the presidential executive order will affect their operations.  Here is a summary of what we 
learned at LSS and from Deborah’s presentation: 
 

Who is a Refugee?  
 Someone outside his or her own country with a well-founded fear of persecution in that country based on 

race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. 
 Most refugees’ deepest desire is to be able to return to their homeland in peace and safety. 
 Refugees are the most vulnerable among us who have lost everything.   
 78% are women and children. 
 70% live at least 10 years in camps. 
 There are 21.3 million refugees worldwide. 
 Resettlement to a new country is available to less than ½ of 1% of the world’s refugees. 
 Last year the US resettled 85,000 refugees, 4,138 in Arizona. 
 

Where do they come from? 
Somalia, Congo, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Burma, and Eritrea 
 

Refugees Make America Great 
 Most open businesses, fill important jobs, become teachers, community leaders, and public officials. 
 Refugees are law abiding, hardworking individuals and families who make valuable contributions to their 

communities, pay taxes, and share their unique cultural gifts with America. 
 Refugees of all faiths and ethnicities add an immeasurable amount to the richness of American culture,     

contribute to our economic strength, and honor our core values as a nation. 
 Much of our continued success as a nation will rest on our ability to embrace those who come here seeking 

protection and better opportunities for themselves and their families. 
 

What can we do to help? 
 Go to:  http://www.lss-sw.org for more resources to become involved. 
 Become a refugee advocate on lss-sw.org web site.    
 Sign the petition:  DO NOT STOP REFUGEE RESETTLMENT, go to petitions.moveon.org or on lss-sw.org web 

site. 
    Lutheran Social Services will be hosting a press conference on Feb 2nd, contact Stephanie Petrilli at            

spetrilli@lss-sw.org or 480.828.7985 for details. 
 We will be providing more information as the current situation evolves. 
 
We know our mission and service will continue to grow as we seek to be the hands and feet of God in this 
world.  
 

Linda and Terry Immel 

http://www.lss-sw.org


 

  

“Therefore, we do not lose heart.”  (2 Corinthians 4:16) 

Dear Friends, 
In 2 Corinthians 4 Paul writes about being “…pressed on every side, but not 
crushed” and “struck down, but not destroyed.”  Despite his many        
sufferings he did not lose heart.  These words seem appropriate to describe 
the situation at the Mantsonyane Parish of the Lesotho Evangelical Church 
in Southern Africa (LECSA) located up in the central mountains of Lesotho.  
That is where Mafa Secondary School is located.  This small school current-
ly consists of one old, dilapidated 2-room stone building  

Inside there are not many students as the enrolment has declined 
over the years due to the poor conditions.  But next door is a primary 
school with more than two hundred students.  The community     
started a new building a dozen years ago, but struggled to complete 
it.  Last February a severe windstorm destroyed the roof of the still 
unfinished building, not to mention the pastor’s house and some of 
the primary school buildings.  The small church, weakened in the 
storm, was destroyed a week later when a similar event occurred.  
Talk about being pressed and struck down! 

So once again I’m managing the building of classrooms.  We’ve made 
some design modifications and are building on the remnants of what 
the storm left behind.  The walls are now going up and the school’s 
principal says the activity has attracted interest from potential         
students.  We are optimistic that the enrolment will climb once the 
classrooms are done, hopefully by early April, if not sooner.  The      
contractor is using stone for part of the walls.  The stone is attractive, 
free and plentiful, though it does take more time and work than just 
using concrete blocks. 

The Mantsonyane area is a good 3-hour drive from Morija but the journey 
is very scenic as you go up the mountains, descend into a valley, and then 
repeat the process several times.  This time of year the area is beautiful as 
the rains have been good and the crops appear to be doing well.  The 
wheat fields easily stand out now on the landscape which is otherwise 
mostly green with maize or fallow fields.  A recent visit revealed that the 
wheat harvest was underway.  There are no combines to be seen since the 
wheat is harvested by hand.  One field I passed had more than a dozen men 
and women working in it.   



 

 

A gift of the 2017 Lesotho 
calendar and a greeting 
was received this month 

from our missionary  
partner Mark Behle. 

The calendar has been 
posted on the Global 

Ministry Board in           
Fellowship Hall. Stop by 
and view the beautiful 

pictures of this kingdom 
and it’s people. 

While the rains have been good for the crops, they have slowed       
progress on the classroom construction.  The building sand is being 
sourced from the Mantsonyane River and the current high level of the 
river is preventing the local supplier from getting more for us.  Still, the 
work done so far is encouraging and the local community is certainly 
not going to lose heart now that we’ve come this far! 
    
In the face of hardship, strong faith is needed in order to persevere.  
Worship and fellowship help to support and nourish us when facing 
difficulties in life.  Being a next-door neighbor to the LECSA Morija   
Theological School is a plus for me as I enjoy interacting with the students and joining them whenever possible for 
their daily chapel services which they have nearly every morning and late afternoon.  Some years there is a student 
with a Masitise High School connection, such as one of the current students whose wife was in one of my religion    
classes when I was teaching there. 
 
Paul’s concluding words in 2 Corinthians 4 are these:  “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  Whether in Mantsonyane or elsewhere, may we be 
mindful that the fears and destructive forces that are swirling around us are only temporary.  Our God is eternal and 
offers us eternal peace and salvation through His Son.  As Jesus said to the disciples, “Take courage!  It is I.  Don’t be 
afraid.” (Matthew 14:27) 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                        PO Box 200                
                                                                                                                             Morija  190         .  
                                                                                                                             Kingdom of Lesotho          
 
Mark Behle                                                                                                          Email:  mark37438@yahoo.com 

mailto:mark37438@yahoo.com


 

  

 

The women’s groups resumed their regular meeting schedule in January. Plans were made for the upcoming 
spring activities and service projects.  Vashti group discussed joining service projects directed by Monday Service 
Group, particularly in dealing with the homeless. Further study is being done. They will begin a study from Just 
Women magazine called “Freedom” at their next meeting.  Deborah group continues to correspond with and 
send support to their “adopted” child, Ivan Lim from the Philippines. Ivan corresponds with us and keeps us ap-
prised about his activities, is active in his church and a very spiritual child. Marty gave a report on the 2016 ser-
vice activities to which Deborah sends support on a yearly basis.  Included are Global Ministries for Ivan—$560, 
H.A.G.A.R (Helping Abused Grow and Recover)—$300, Disciples Mission Fund—$900, Retreat fees for mem-
bers—$400+, and Retreat scholarships—variable.  The Young-ish group attended the movie “Hidden Figures” 
together with members from the other groups as their January activity.   
 

Upcoming 
 All groups will participate in the upcoming Get Involved Fair after church February 19th. 
 The Arizona Region DWM spring Women’s Fair will be held Saturday, April 29th, at First Christian Church in     

Mesa.  All women are invited to participate and there will be carpools.  More information will follow. 
 Save the date:  Arizona Region DWM Women’s Retreat September 8-10 at Chapel Rock in Prescott.  All 

women are invited.  More information will follow. 
 

Group Meetings                                                                                                                                                                          
 Deborah group will meet February 28th at 1PM at the home of Linda Sexton with Linda leading the study.      

Contact Raye Anna Kish at 623-581-7337 or rayekish@q.com for more information. 
 Vashti group will meet February 22nd at 7PM at the home of Pam Bobbitt with Pam leading the study. Con-

tact Pam Bobbitt at 623-243-6964 or psbobbitt77@gmail.com for more information. 
 A message from Robyn Lloyd, Foothills’ Youngish Women’s  group leader: “If you would like a ‘Tuesday       

Message’ each week text your name and that you want to be included to 602-214-1746. If we haven’t offi-
cially met, please find me so ‘I know you too!” My email is lloyd42206@msn.com. 

MONTHLY BOOK CLUB: Join us Sunday, February 19th @ 6PM, in the Admin. Building, to discuss the book       
“The Myth of a Christian Nation” by Gregory Boyd.  
 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: We meet every Thursday @ 9:30AM in the sanctuary. 
 

SUNDAY ADULT STUDY GROUP: We’re starting a new study February 5th @ 9AM: “The Gospel According to   
Jesus” by Stephen Mitchell. 
 

FOOTHILLS KNITTERS: All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join us every Monday at 9:30AM in  Fellowship 
Hall. Come see some of our new patterns. (note-we will not meet on December 26th.) 



 

 

WORSHIP & WONDER (Preschool thru 2nd grade) is a Montessori influenced spiritual formation program that 
provides a worship experience for younger kids. Worship and Wonder meets every Sunday during worship fol-
lowing the children’s sermon.  
 
Kingdom Kids (3rd thru 6th grades) is a Sunday school program that meets every Sunday during worship follow-
ing the children’s sermon.  
 

Youth Groups: CCF (3rd thru 5th grades), Chi Rho (6th thru 8th grades) and CYF (high school) typically meets fol-
lowing worship on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month. 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring—Friendly Competition  
Our youth will be collecting canned food non-perishable items for ICM this Sunday. 
February 5th. We’ll have a box for the Patriots and another box for the Falcons. Place 
your items in the box of the team you’d like to win. 
 
 
Chi –Rho and CYF  are invited to our annual winter retreat in Payson February 18-19th. CCF will meet as usual 
at Foothills on February 19th. 



 

  

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 Market on the Move-Saturday, February 4th, 8-11AM, FCC Parking Lot. 
 Youth Groups Meet, Sunday, February 5th @ 11:30AM 
 Monday Night Service Group Meeting-February 6th @ 6:30PM, Narthex. 
 Elder’s Meeting-Sunday, February 12th @ 11:30AM, Admin. Building 
 Youth Retreat-February 18th-20th, Payson 
 Get Involved Sunday-Sunday, February 19th following worship in the courtyard. 
 Monthly Book Club-Sunday, February 19th @ 6PM, Admin. Building. 
 Wise Guys & Gals Lunch-Tuesday, February 21st @ 11:30AM, Deer Valley Airport Restaurant 
 Ministry Table Meeting-Tuesday, February 21st  @ 7PM. 
 Vashti Group-Wednesday, February 22nd @ 7PM @ Pam Bobbitt’s home. 
 Band Appreciation Lunch-Sunday, February 26th 
 Deborah Group-Tuesday, February 28th @ 1PM @ Linda Sexton’s home. 
 Adult Sunday Study Group-9AM every Sunday 
 Thursday Morning Bible Study-9:30AM-Narthex 
 Music Rehearsal-Thursday nights @ 7PM, Sanctuary. 
 Foothills’ Knitters—Monday mornings @ 9:30AM, Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

HELP NEEDED: 
 

 We still have many opening for the following areas of service: Fellowship Hour, Communion Servers, 
Greeters, and Worship Leaders.  Go to signupgenius.com, click on “find a sign up” in the top right hand  
corner and search for the sign up using the email address: foothillschristianchurch@gmail.com 

 Each Sunday you can bring donations to the back of the Narthex for the following organizations: ICM 
Food & Clothing Bank, Streetlight House, and New Life Domestic Center. 

 Market on the Move takes place on the first Saturday of the month from 8am-11am. This program is made 
possible by the generous support of volunteers. If you would like to volunteer you are welcome to show up 
or sign up in advance by visiting our website: foothillsdisciples.com or calling the office: 623-56-9192. 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Keith Holler   February  5th   Gabby Belcher   February 20th 
Nicole Viseur   February  7th   Kim Doss   February 20th 
Royce Willerton  February  9th   Shirley McClain  February 23rd 
Kathryn Davis   February 12th   Ruth Duncan   February 26th 
Ben Swank   February 14th   Balen Fisher   February 26th 
Tommy Eager   February 14th   Robert Fugate   February 27th 
Dorothy Eagle   February 18th   Linda Immel   February 27th 
Cheryl Carmichael  February 18th   Cole Lloyd   February 27th 
Amy Cooke   February 19th   Mari Mendoza   February 27th 
Connie Friedman  February 19th 

      

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

Nicole Roe   February 18th 
 
**Contact the church office to update your birthday and/or anniversary information.  
Email: susan@foothillsdisciples.com or call: 623-516-9192 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 5th 
Preacher 
Rev. Bekah Krevens 
Elder 
Rev. Terry Immel 
Worship Leader 
Jim Gawne 
Children’s Moment 
Jim Gawne 
Fellowship Time 
Pam Bobbitt 
Communion Servers 
Glenn & Jenn Emanuel 
Don & Barb Long 

February 12th 
Preacher 
Rev. Bekah Krevens 
Elder 
Cheryl Carmichael 
Worship Leader 
TBD 
Children’s Moment 
TBD 
Fellowship Time 
Craig & Morgan Gowdey 
Communion Servers 
Jim Gawne  
TBD 
David Weed  
TBD 

Individually wrapped gluten free communion 
wafers are served in the communion trays. We 
will also be stocking some gluten free snacks in 

the kitchen for Fellowship Time following 
church. If there is no snack out that fits your 

need, please request one from the  person who 
is serving that Sunday.   

February 26th 
Preacher 
Rev. Bekah Krevens 
Elder 
Mark Addler 
Worship Leader 
TBD 
Children’s Moment 
TBD 
Friendship Time 
TBD 
Communion Servers 
Jim Gawne 
TBD 
David Weed 

February 19th 
‘Get Involved Sunday’ 
Preacher 
Rev. Bekah Krevens 
Elder 
Sandra Weed 
Worship Leader 
TBD 
Children’s Moment 
Rebekah Krevens 
Fellowship Time 
Monday Service Group 
Communion Servers 
TBD 



 

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

(Disciples of Christ) 
3951 W. Happy Valley Rd. 

Glendale, AZ 85310 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office: 623-516-9192 
Fax:  623-434-0915 

Worship ~ 10:00am Sunday  
 www.foothillsdisciples.com 

 CARING CONNECTIONS   

We hold in God’s care :  
 

 Prayers of healing and comfort for Ann Root, 
Dorothy Eagle & Jane Hull, Bob Dawson, Hal 
Newsom 

 Mark Behle, missionary partner working  in 
Lesotho, South Africa. 

 Prayer for the Mantsonyane community 
(mountains of Lesotho) as they work to    
complete school classrooms.   

 
 
 

Email prayer concerns to  
susan@foothillsdisciples.com 

 or call the church office 623-516-9192. 


