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Torchbearers of Freedom
A singular dream has filled
the minds and stirred the
hearts of people throughout history. It is a dream
of FREEDOM—a driving
hope to be free, to choose
one’s own destiny apart
from the control of a
dictator or tyrant.

For countless souls and untold years, the cry for
freedom could only be whispered in secret. It has
been written on rock or scribbled on parchment
and passed from cell to cell in dungeons. This
heart’s cry has been portrayed in numerous
Hollywood blockbusters. Films such as Spartacus,
Gladiator, Braveheart, and Les Misérables have
captured the anguish of bondage and the longing
to be free. Even comic book figures brought to
life on screen—Captain America,
Batman, Superman and many others
—portray heroes on a quest to rescue
people from foes who oppress
and enslave them.
Sadly, the dreams of freedom
for the vast majority of people over
the centuries have been crushed
beneath the selfish drives and
desires of demi-gods. Dictators
have ruled in every age—from
Nimrod and his Tower of Babel,
to Pharaoh enslaving the
continued
on page 2

In the 18th century...
Benjamin Franklin warned of his fear that American
freedom would be lost to tyranny. He said, “There
is scarcely a king [ruler] in a hundred who would
not, if he could, follow the example of Pharaoh—get
first all the people’s money, then all their lands, and
then make them and their children servants forever…. I am apprehensive that the government of
the States may, in future times, end in a monarchy [a
dictatorship, in other words].” Franklin saw Christianity as the solution. He emphasized, “Whoever
shall introduce into public affairs the principles of
primitive Christianity will change the face of the
world.”

Hebrews, to Augustus Caesar declaring himself to
be God on earth. Such men (as well as some
women) have controlled the lives, property and religious beliefs of the people trapped in their domains.
As President Calvin Coolidge once said, “The history of government on this earth has been almost
entirely a history of the rule of force in the hands of
a few.”

President John Adams said, “Statesmen…may plan
and speculate for liberty, but it is Religion and
Morality alone which can establish the Principles
upon which freedom can securely stand.”
Patrick Henry said, “It is when a people forget God
that tyrants forge their chains.”

In the 17th century...

In the 19th century...

The illusive dream of freedom became a reality in
America. In 1620 this new liberty was first experienced by 102 Christians who arrived on The
Mayflower, a ship from England that was scuttled
less than three years later. We know them today as
the Pilgrims, the brave souls who crossed a vast
ocean on a perilous 66-day voyage. Their purpose
was to establish a colony built upon the liberating
principles of God’s Word.

Daniel Webster also warned that tyranny could take
away America’s freedom. He said in 1802, “…What
has happened once in 6,000 years may not happen
again. Hold on to the Constitution, for if the American Constitution should fail there will be anarchy
throughout the world.”
Noah Webster, the Father of American Education,
said, “No truth is more evident to my mind than
that the Christian religion must be the basis of any
government intended to secure the rights and privileges of a free people.”

These pioneers had little power, wealth or influence.
But without an army or “big money” to back them,
the Pilgrims did more than dream of liberty. They
followed the bottom-up, biblically rooted plan of
government as revealed to Moses. Over the next
century, all succeeding colonies followed the same
scriptural structure of government. The colonists
built their society and all their institutions according
to the same pattern.

In the 20th century...
President Harry Truman in 1950 warned that
tyranny might destroy American freedom. President
Truman said: “The fundamental basis of this nation’s
laws was given to Moses on the Mount. The fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the
teachings we get from Exodus and St. Matthew,
from Isaiah and St. Paul.”

In 1776, the United States of America was founded
with “firm reliance on Divine Providence.” Nearly
four centuries of America’s finest leaders have reaffirmed again and again that biblical faith is the only
foundation for freedom. Consider these examples:

He also warned that “If we don’t have a proper fundamental moral background, we will finally end up
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with a totalitarian government which does not believe in rights for anybody except the state.... The
greatest obstacle to peace is a modern tyranny led
by a small group who have abandoned their faith in
God. These tyrants have forsaken moral and ethical
beliefs.”

In America today...
We are a divided nation. Our U.S. Congress is in
virtual gridlock. Not since the mid-19th century
has America been so dangerously divided. A lesson
of history pinpoints our problem. In 1849, with
the Congress bound in similar gridlock, Robert
Winthrop, the Speaker of the House, went above
partisan rancor to reaffirm the only lasting solution.
He said, “All societies of men must be governed in
some way or other. The less they have of stringent
State Government [top-down], the more they must
have of individual self-government [bottom-up]…

On June 14, 1954, President Eisenhower and Congress added the phrase “under God” to the Pledge
of Allegiance. Eisenhower said, “In this way we are
reaffirming the transcendence of religious faith in
America’s heritage and future; in this way we shall
constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons
which forever will be our country’s most powerful
resource in peace and war.”

“Humans must necessarily be controlled either by
a power within them, or a power outside of them;
either by the Word of God, or by the strong arm of
man; either by the Bible or by the bayonet.”

President Ronald Reagan observed there are only
two choices for men and nations: either freedom or
tyranny. Reagan said, “I suggest to you there is no
left or right, only an up or down. Up to the maximum of individual freedom consistent with law
and order, or down to the ant heap of totalitarianism.” President Reagan added, “If we ever forget
that we are One Nation Under God, then we will
be a nation gone under.”

The illusive dream of freedom has not yet been realized by the majority of the world’s people. We as
American Christians are, by inheritance, the torchbearers of the successful plan of freedom to defeat
tyranny. We must believe God for the restoration of
our republic under God. Then it is our responsibilcontinued on page 4
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ity to spread the strategy of freedom to all peoples. “To whom much is given much is required!”

Let the Bible be opened to be read by all men, and
no tyrant can long rule in peace.
The religion of Jesus makes men think,
and to make men think
is always dangerous
to a despot’s power.

Charles Spurgeon, the great religious leader of
the 19th century, wrote:
There is not land beneath the sun
where there is an open Bible and a preached gospel
where a tyrant long can hold his place …

To that we must add a resounding, Amen!
— Marshall Foster

Dear Friend,

Here in our nation’s capital,
Washington DC, the historic
opening of the new Museum of
the Bible is scheduled for November 2017. Situated just off
the National Mall, this will be
the first world-class museum
dedicated to the Scriptures. This
opening comes at the very time that our government is mired in gridlock. What a contrast! I will
be leading a very special tour to Washington DC
to experience the opening of the museum and to
visit our beloved monuments. For five jampacked days in November we will have an unforgettable time. We will be there for the Grand
Opening of the museum and, beyond that, we
will have VIP-level access to important places. I
would love to have you join us if you can. This
will be the trip of a lifetime.

Thank you for believing God with us for a rebirth of true liberty in our land. I pray that our
letters and journals and videos are an encouragement to you and your family to believe our Lord
for a mighty renewal of faith and freedom in
America.
God is blessing our work as He touches hearts
and transforms lives both here and abroad. We
just found out that our video series, From Terror
to Triumph, has been translated into Russian by
Mike, a Ukrainian man whose life was changed
by listening to the series. Ukraine is a nation the
size of France with a population of 45 million
souls. As you may know, they are embroiled in a
bitter war with Russia. But a spiritual awakening
is happening in Ukraine as thousands of people
turn to God. A group with whom Mike is associated have invited me to come and teach them
this fall. Please pray for this opportunity.

Please consider helping us expand our outreach
around the world. Help us spread the truth that
can set people free. Your prayers and support are
the spiritual and financial foundation for our mission. Thank you for your faithful prayers and
your generous support.

Last year we spent two days on the Holy Island
of Iona off the coast of Scotland praying for a
European revival, beginning in Scotland. Now it
is happening! I will give you a report in the next
issue, but I can say that Scotland has been chosen
as the home base for a major missionary drive to
reach all of Europe. This drive involves missionaries from all around the globe with a burden
and passion for this.

Yours for a spiritual awakening in our day,

Marshall Foster

World History Institute
P.O. Box 4673
Thousand Oaks, CA 91359
(805) 523-0072
www.WorldHistoryInstitute.com
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WORLD HISTORY INSTITUTE teaches the liberating lessons of
historically-proven biblical principles to benefit people of all nations.
Resources, conferences and tours have been provided since 1976.
WHI is a 501 (C)3 non-profit ministry. Your involvement and taxdeductible contributions are encouraged.

