Spring 2017

where growth happens

Welcome!

Hey friend! Thank you for checking out the groups offered this spring!
We believe groups provide the best place for growth to happen. Our
groups meet all over the Illinois Valley, both day and night. We have
three different categories of groups including:

GROW

These groups gather
together and study a
specific curriculum,
book of the Bible,
or faith topic. Some
are more focused
on study and others
are more focused on
socializing. You’ll find
a helpful gauge that
clarifies that.

ACTIVITY

These groups come
together
around
a specific activity.
Their focus is less on
study/curriculum and
more on connecting with each other
through an activity.
You’ll find very active
groups and others
that are more relaxed.

SUPPORT

These groups gather
together to support
one another during
specific life events.
You will find these
groups have exact focus. We want to support you specifically
with what you are going through.

Each of these groups is important and helps us grow at different points
in the journey! Take this catalog and find a group to join. After you sign
up, your group leader will be in touch regarding a specfic start date for
your first meeting. If you do not hear from your leader, contact me by
phone, (815) 434-3794, or e-mail groups@crossbridgecommunity.com.
			
			
John Pickens
Spiritual Growth Pastor
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Pastor John

How to sign up
Sign-ups begin on Saturday, Jan. 28
Choose 1 of 2 ways to sign up!

1) Come see one of our volunteers at the sign up tables on
Jan. 28 & 29 and Feb. 4 & 5, and we will assist you in the sign
up process.

Table of Contents

2) Visit www.crossbridgegroups.com, starting Saturday, Jan.
28. Click in the top right corner on “List View,” then click on
the group you want to join and fill out the corresponding
form.

Large Groups

This semester we have three “large
groups”. These are groups that have
40 or more participants.

Pages 4-13

These groups meet at one of our
campuses, typically have at least
one pastor leading, are shorter
than most groups, and are a great
opportunity to connect with others.
If you have never been in a group
at Crossbridge, check out a large
group - it’s a great place to begin!
We have three large groups this
winter/spring. One intended for
men, one intended for women, and
a third intended for parents.

Pages 14-16

You can find these groups listed on
Page 4.
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Intentional Parenting

Thursday, 6:30p
Ottawa Campus

What you do as a parent every day and every
week matters. Your actions are the single
greatest influence in the life of your child. Join
us in the Intentional Parenting group to begin
a journey that could change how you parent
and redirect the course of your child’s life.
*This is a large group intended for parents Starts 3.9.17 for 5 weeks
Leaders: Kevin & Rachel Donoho
Mike & Deb Nelson

Authentic Manhood
Thursday, 6p
Ottawa Campus

Are you a man looking for a place at
Crossbridge? This is a large group for men.
Join us as we talk about what it looks like to
be an authentic man - loving God and loving
others.
*This is a large group intended for men Starts 2.16.17 for 6 weeks
Leaders: John Pickens & Jimmy McCorkle

The Circle Maker

Thursday, 6:30p
Ottawa Campus

The Circle Maker is a four-week, video based
curriculum that focuses on bold prayers.
Come and learn how to pray in a new way
and see how God honors bold prayers.
*This is a large group intended for women Starts 4.27.17 for 4 weeks
Leader: Sherry Stevenson
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Worship Music Remix

Monday, 6:30p
Ottawa

The music we hear each weekend is not
just randomly selected. It’s specific to the
message and is based on The Word. Come
explore how music can help you grow in your
relationship with God!
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.13.17
Leaders: Ed & Lori Bertrand

Sermon Remix

Join us as we review the weekend message
and seek to apply it to our lives in a
comfortable, relaxed environment.
Wednesday, 6:30p
Ottawa

*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.15.17
Leaders: Trent & Carlye Threadgill

Let’s talk about your big BUT…

Monday, 6:30a
Ottawa

I know…you have thought about reading
through the WHOLE bible in a year before,
BUT…it’s too long, you don’t have enough
time, you don’t understand it, etc. Let’s get over
our big BUTs together by meeting on a weekly
basis to strengthen, encourage and support
each other in a bible reading adventure.
*Men’s Group - Starts 2.13.17
Leader: Brian Kettman
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Open Door
Tuesday, 6p
Ottawa

Are you new in your faith walk? Perhaps
you want to grow stronger in your faith,
knowledge of the bible, and your prayer life.
Join us as we seek to grow in our relationship
with Jesus Christ.
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.21.17
Leaders: Deb Tempel & Kim White

The Shack

Wednesday, 8:30a
Ottawa Campus

The Shack is a work of fiction that has brought
some thought provoking questions to many
minds. Come and join us as we read and
discuss this book and see how God uses it to
speak to our lives.
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.15.17
Leader: Sherry Stevenson

Biblical Sexuality

Sexuality is a major cultural topic. It’s also a
biblical one. Our group will look at the biblical
understanding of fidelity, homosexuality,
purity, and God’s intention in creation.
Monday, 6:30p
Ottawa Campus

*Everyone welcome - Starts 3.6.17 for 4 weeks
Leader: Isaac Escobar
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Young & Free

Sunday, 6:30p
Ottawa

Join our group of young adults (ages 18-21)
to meet new people while studying how God
loves us! This is a place to invite friends and
make them feel welcome!
*Young adult group ages 18-21 - Starts
2.12.17
Leader: Lauren McQuen

Young Adults

Monday, 6:30p
Ottawa

Join a group of young adult men and
women who are seeking to grow in their
relationship with Jesus Christ. We desire to
be a community where we can support and
encourage each other!
*Young adult group ages 20-27 - Ongoing
Leaders: Haley Harsted, Jaci Kohn & Russell
Roland

Singles 45+

Monday, 6:30p
Ottawa Campus

We love to fellowship and grow with each
other in faith and friendship. This semester
we are studying “Soul Keeping” by John
Ortberg. This study focuses on caring for our
soul and deepening our relationship with
God and others.
*Single men & women’s group - Starts 2.6.17
Leader: Debbie Phalen
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Jonah’s Interrupted Life

Tuesday, 9:30a
Ottawa Campus

Jonah knew how a life interrupted felt and
how yielding to God works best. Priscilla
Shirer’s study helps us determine whether
we are running from or running to God’s will.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.14.17
Leaders: Mari Clapp & Debbie Damron

Knowledge Seekers

Friday, 10a
Heritage Woods, Ottawa

We are a group of women seeking to know
God deeper by studying the Bible. This
semester we continue our study through the
book of Genesis. All women are welcome to
join us!
*Women’s group - Ongoing
Leader: Dianna Hill

Jesus Always

Tuesday, 8:30a
Admin. Building

Jesus Always is the latest daily devotional by
Sarah Young. The book focuses on embracing
joy in the presence of Jesus. Join us as we
journey through this devotional together.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.14.17
Leader: Tina Kannel
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Jesus Calling

Wednesday, 6:30p
Ottawa Campus

Our group focuses on the reading for the
day from Jesus Calling. Through discussion,
we apply the things suggested to our every
day lives to deepen and strengthen our walk
with Jesus Christ.
*Women’s group - Ongoing
Leader: Suzanne Thompson

God’s Golden Girls

Join our growing community of women over
55. We gather weekly for encouragement and
study. This semester we will have a rotating
team of leaders guiding our dicussion.
Wednesday, 1p
Ottawa

*Older women’s group - Starts 3.1.17
Leaders: Four-woman team

In His Presence

Wednesday, 9a
Ottawa

Our understanding of God’s love is
fundamental to all aspects of our lives
because God’s love has the power to change
us. It is a force that never fails. Contemporary
worship songs will be a large part of this
group as well as studying God’s word,
sharing and prayer time.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.15.17
Leader: Nancy Ugland
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Crash the Chatterbox

Thursday, 6:30p
Ottawa

Join us as we discover how to hear God’s
voice above all the others. Crash the
Chatterbox is for those looking to overpower
the lies of insecurity, fear, condemnation and
discouragement with the promises of God.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.16.17
Leader: Melanie Freed

Sermon Remix
Sunday, 6p
LaSalle

Join us as we review the weekend message
and seek to apply it to our lives in a
comfortable, relaxed environment.
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.12.17
Leaders: Chris & Jennifer Billingsley
Sam & Kristi Senica

Sermon Remix

Join us as we review the weekend message
and seek to apply it to our lives in a
comfortable, relaxed environment.

Sunday, 6p
Peru
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*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.12.17
Leaders: Isaac & Rachel Escobar

Sunday Supper & Sermon
Remix

Come enjoy a light supper, fellowship and
discussion of Sunday’s sermon.
Sunday, 5:30p
Mendota

*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.12.17
Leaders: Roger & Martha Burke

Fruit of the Spirit
Monday, 6:30p
Peru Campus

In this group we will discuss the Fruit of the
Spirit listed in Galatians 5. Join us as we dive
deep into understanding the Fruit of the
Spirit!
*Everyone welcome - Starts 3.6.17
Leader: Marc Strand

Understanding & Discovering
Spiritual Gifts

Monday, 6:30p
Peru Campus

As believers in Jesus, we receive the Holy
Spirit who helps us grow. Part of that growth
is using our spiritual gifts to build the Church.
Join us as we talk about and discover our
spiritual gifts.
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.13.17
Leader: Jeff Arthurs
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Students of God’s Word
Monday, 2:30p
Peru

We study God’s word using the Bible, videos,
and lesson plans. You are welcome to join us
whether you are a resident of Liberty Village
or not.
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.6.17
Leaders: Marilyn Miedzianski and Arlene
Stohr

Tuesday Night Men’s Group

We are a group of men studying scripture
and discussing life issues. We end each
meeting with ice cream!
Tuesday, 7p
Liberty Estates, Peru

*Men’s group - Ongoing
Leader: Dave Klinefelter

Growing in God
Wednesday, 6:30p
Peru Campus

Lysa Tykureurst’s study “Twelve Women of
the Bible” will help us look at the spiritual
lessons learned from twelve different women
in the bible and what they mean for our lives
today.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.15.17
Leader: Natalie Hulstrom
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Praying in Color

Wednesday, 10a
Tonica

Isaiah 55:10-11 tells us God’s word will not
return void. Through a coloring page with
scripture on it, we will study a chapter of
the bible. We will also learn how to pray the
scriptures over our lives and the lives of our
loved ones.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.15.17
Leader: Pam Kruswicki

Prayer

Wednesday, 6:30p
Deer Park

Do you struggle to pray or wonder what
prayer even is? Our group focuses on prayer,
specifically how we can pray in every day life.
Join us as we continue to learn about prayer.
*Women’s group - Starts 2.15.17
Leader: Colleen Dodd

Create a safe place to ask questions
Interested in creating an intentional and safe place
where your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers
can ask questions about God? QPlace is a ministry
we partner with to provide training for exactly that.
Online training is free and is 7 weeks long. Training
starts Jan. 30. There are four options: Monday, 7p,
Tuesday, 2p, Wednesday, noon, or Wednesday, 7p.
Contact Nancy Klaassen at nklaassen@qplace.com
for more information.
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The Power of the Guitar

Come learn some things about the guitar and
have fun. You do not have to be an advanced
musician to join!

Tuesday, 6:30p
Ottawa Campus

*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.14.17
Leader: Jimi Angel

Basketball Tuesdays

If you want to play some semi-competitive
pick up basketball on Tuesdays, join us!
Tuesday, 7p
Rutland Elementary

*Men’s group - Starts 2.7.17
Leaders: Galen Ryman & Josh Caretto

TWV Marathon Group Runs

Do you love to run? Are you interested in
training with the Team World Vision team for
the Chicago Marathon? Join us for our group
runs on Saturdays.
Saturday mornings,
Times & locations vary
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*Everyone welcome - Starts 4.1.17
Leaders: TBD

Walleyball at the Y

Monday, 7p
Ottawa YMCA

Do you want to have tons of fun and loads of
laughs and a little exercise? Join us and get
to know some people while playing Wallyball
(volleyball on a racquetball court).
*Everyone welcome - Starts 2.13.17
Leaders: Don & Tara Lewis

Dog Walking

Tuesday, 6:30p
Location varies

Come join us for a time of fun and fellowship
with each other and our dogs! We will meet
every other week and walk a different route
each time. Feel free to spread the word
to your other dog friends! The more the
merrier!
*Everyone welcome - Starts 3.28.17
Leaders: Wesley & Jillian Penders

Prayer Blankets

2nd & 4th Tuesday
6:30p
Deer Park

Join us as we comfort others who are sick,
just married, or have welcomed a new baby
into their lives. We deliver prayer blankets
that we crochet, knit, quilt, or tie. No previous
skill needed! We will teach you.
*Women’s group - Ongoing
Leader: Nancy Shute
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Beginning Quilting

Have you every wanted to learn how to quilt
or want to finish that unfinished quilting
project? Quilting can be fun at any age,
as long as you know how to use a sewing
machine.

Monday, 6p
Ottawa Campus

*Women’s Group - Starts 2.13.17
Leader: Cathleen Bourdoin

Knitting & Crocheting 101

Wednesday, 6p
Ottawa Campus

Whether you are a beginner or expert we
are the group for you! Learn how to start
knitting/crocheting and read patterns all
while spending time with a great group of
Crossbridgers.
*Women’s Group - Ongoing
Leader: Pennie Reyfield

Artists in the Making

Enjoy spiritual conversation while developing
our social connections and our God given
talents and hobbies.
Monday, 6p
Ottawa Campus
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*Everyone welcome - Starts 3.6.17
Leader: Patti Good

Reimbursement Program
Crossbridge Community Church will reimburse you for childcare costs (up
to $20) when you attend either a Grow or Support Group (up to one group
per week). You will need to request the reimbursement after each small
group meeting, and we will verify your attendance with your group leader.
For questions and the specific link to the reimbursement form, contact
groups@crossbridgecommunity.com.
*Reimbursements are made at Crossbridge’s sole discretion and may be
discontinued at any time.

Celebrate Recovery is a biblically based 12 step program in 20,000
churches WORLDWIDE! The purpose of Celebrate Recovery is to
encourage fellowship and celebrate God’s healing power in our lives as
we work our road to recovery.
We are changed as we share our experiences, strengths and hopes with
each other and become willing to accept God’s grace and forgiveness in
our lives. By working the 8 principles and 12 steps, we can find freedom
from our hurts, habits, and hang ups.
CR is open to everyone. We meet every Friday night at 7 p.m. at the
Ottawa Campus and Sunday night at 6 p.m. at the Peru Campus.
Dinner is served weekly and children have programs designed for them.
Come and join us as we find freedom from our hurts, habits, and hang
ups!
For more information, contact Pastor Tricia at
(815) 434-3794.
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Couldn’t find a group to join?
Well…why not start a group?!
Here’s the deal; you probably have friends. And those
friends probably enjoy spending time with you. So, why
not spend some time together talking about the big idea
from the weekend message and applying it to your life?
Interested? Here’s what you need to do:
1. Go to a Crossbridge Groups signup table.
2. Tell us you want to start a group.
3. Provide your name, email, and phone number.
Here’s what we will do:
1. Contact you, give you a motivational speech, and a
pat on the back.
2. Send you a Big Idea Discussion Guide each week.
3. Encourage and support you along the way.
This is what we know – groups are awesome. If you can’t
find a group to join, start a group. Trust us, you will grow
a ton.
Oh, and one last thing. Your friends don’t even have to
attend Crossbridge! They could watch the message online
and still be a part of the discussion and your group. BOOYAH!
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