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The poem ,Praying, by Mary Oliver captures my sabbatical in many ways.  I desired to hear 
God’s voice but I knew I had to quiet my mind and day to day life to fully embrace and 
receive. The sabbatical offered just that time for me. As I try to write an overview of the 
sabbatical I am finding words inadequate to express all that this time has meant to me. I 
have experienced a deep personal renewal of my faith and spiritual closeness to God. It 
didn’t happen all at once. It was a slow process. I was resistant to the calmness and silence 
at first, but as the final chapter unfolded I was longing for more silence to rest in God’s 
nurture and love.  
 
I am grateful to the Christian Education and Administration Committees who supported this 

sabbatical from the beginning. I am also very grateful to all the volunteers who took on additional responsibilities. You 
know who you are, thank you! 
 
Sabbatical leave is an extension of the biblical concept of a Sabbath day and a Sabbath year for renewal. It is both an 
act of faith that God will sustain us through a period of reflection and changed activity and an occasion for recovery 
and renewal of vital energies. I chosethe scripture text  Psalm 46 to guide my sabbatical. Verse 10 begins: Be still and 
know that I am God! I had not had extended periods of stillness in quite a while. The sabbatical offered this in 
abundance and I am happy to say I am revitalized for the ministry God has called me to at FPC. The God of Jacob was 
surely my refuge. I encountered God on the mountain top and down in the valley. I heard God speak to me through the 
beauty of nature, the sacred sanctuaries built by humans, the Holy Scriptures, the life giving breath experienced during 
a power yoga class, renewing of relationships, the glory of the mountain air and many other ways.  
 
Chapter 1 began on Sunday afternoon, December 27th,  as I packed my suitcase for a mission trip to Lesvos, Greece.  I 
was excited, tired and a bit nervous for the journey ahead of me. As I packed I was flooded with emotions from the 
wonderful Advent and Christmas season we were celebrating. I felt like we were embarking on a journey to find the 
Christ child. I had been waiting and longing during the Advent weeks for this sabbatical to begin. Now the waiting was 
done, it was time to welcome the new born King and be his hands and feet on the island of Lesvos. The next morning, 
December 28th, our team of nine left the US with open hearts to serve wherever we were needed. I wrote about my 
experience and you can read it in full here.   

I was blessed with a 3 month sabbatical from December 28, 2015 to April 2, 2016. During that time I read a 

variety of books, made a few trips, and had many experiences and encounters that enriched my life immensely. As I 

said in the beginning, it is difficult to describe the deep personal faith renewal I have experienced in words.  I will share 

some highlights from my time away along with a few pictures that I hope provide an overview of my sabbatical. I am 

forever grateful to First Presbyterian for this Sabbath. One major outcome of the sabbatical is that I wrote a personal 

Rule of Life.  I will continue to take weekly Sabbaths (Fridays) and pay close attention to spiritual practices that feed my 

soul. I pray each of you will pay attention to what fills your soul and add that to your life rhythm as well.   

file:///C:/Users/rgarner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FDLU6S8N/Praying.pdf
file:///C:/Users/rgarner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FDLU6S8N/Psalm 46.pdf
file:///C:/Users/rgarner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FDLU6S8N/Lesvos Greece - Kim's story (00000002).pdf


Sabbatical Events, Worship and Special Studies 

Mission Trip to Lesvos, Greece: Kim’s article.  

APCE: Association of Presbyterian Church Educator’s conference in Chicago, IL.   

Click here for details.    

Monastery of the Holy Spirit: I visited this Benedictine Monastery in Conyers, GA for a silent retreat beginning at 

3:00 p.m. on a Friday and ended at noon on Sunday. During my stay I attended the daily mass and prayer services 

alongside the St. Benedictine Monks: Vigil 4:00 a.m., Mass 7:00 a.m., Midday Prayers 12:15 p.m., Vespers 5:20 p.m. 

and Compline 7:30 p.m.  In the midst of the silence I attended several workshop sessions on “Creating Your Personal 

Rule of Life” led by Carl McColman. I opted to keep silent and did not talk in the small group settings. This workshop 

gave me the tools to create a personal rule of life which is likened to a garden trellis for your spiritual life. I began the 

exploration of different spiritual practices that I would continue once I returned to my regular routine. I set the goal 

to complete as my Easter gift to God and myself.  I was able to write my Rule of Life and have been living into it this 

Easter season. http://www.trappist.net/  

St. Bernard Monastery and Ave Maria Grotto: I made this day-trip to Cullman, AL. I attended the noon Sext Prayer 

service and visited the Grotto exhibit. Known throughout the world as "Jerusalem in Miniature," it is a beautifully 

landscaped, four-acre park designed to provide a natural setting for the 125 miniature reproductions of some of the 

most famous historic buildings and shrines of the world. The masterpieces of stone and concrete are the lifetime 

work of Brother Joseph Zoettl, a Benedictine monk of St. Bernard Abbey. Begun as a hobby, with various materials he 

could find, and infinite patience and a remarkable sense of symmetry and proportion, Brother Joseph re-created 

some of the greatest edifices of all time. http://stbernardabbey.com/  

Educators Prayer and Study Group: I offered to begin a small group, and five of us will be meeting monthly for 

prayer, devotion and a book study. I led the first gathering with a devotion from “Abide” by Macrina Wiederkehr and 

Lectio Divina on Psalm 63. We are reading “The Spiritual Child” by Lisa Miller and will meet on the third Monday of 

each month.  

St. Scholastica Monastery: I took a personal retreat within the community of Benedictine Sisters in Ft. Smith, AR. 

Monday and Thursday were travel days, as it was an 8 hour drive. On Tuesday I kept a personal silent retreat and 

finalized my Rule of Life. For the two days I attended their Liturgy of the Hours: Mass 7:00 a.m., Noon Praise 11:50, 

Evening Praise 5:00 and Compline 7:30 p.m. They have a beautiful wooded area and outdoor labyrinth. http://

www.stscho.org/  

Seminary visits: Austin Seminary, Columbia Seminary and Vanderbilt Divinity School. I spent time in each library 

and I attended an Old Testament class led by Dr. Christine Yoder at Columbia.  

Worship with other congregations:  University Presbyterian, Austin, TX; Fourth Presbyterian, Chicago, IL; Second 

Presbyterian, Chicago, IL; Westminster Presbyterian, Nashville, TN; First United Methodist, Franklin, TN; Christ 

Cathedral Episcopal, Nashville, TN; Idlewild Presbyterian, Memphis, TN; Second Presbyterian, Nashville, TN;  Epsworth 

United Methodist, Franklin, TN.  

Personal time:  I note this because it was a true gift to have the flexibility to have this time with my family. During 

Chandler’s spring break she and I camped at the Amicalola Falls State Park and the Len Foote Hike Inn, Dawsonville, 

GA. We day-hiked each day including the Approach Trail to the Appalachian Trail which begins the A.T. on Springer 

Mountain. During the sabbatical I trained with my mother-in-law, Sharon, for us to run the Music City Half Marathon. 

The week after Holy Week Chris and I vacationed at one of our favorite getaway locations: Black Mountain, Montreat 

and Asheville, NC. It was a blessing to have this time away.  
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Sabbatical Overview continued  

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study and service. 

file:///C:/Users/rgarner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FDLU6S8N/Lesvos Greece - Kim's story (00000003).pdf
file:///C:/Users/rgarner/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FDLU6S8N/2 APCE (00000002).pdf
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Responding to God’s grace through worship, study and service. 

Between the Dark and the Daylight 

Summer Worship and Study FPC 

This summer Pastor Chris will be leading a three-part study of a recent book by Joan Chittister entitled, “Between the 

Dark and the Daylight: Embracing the Contradictions of Life.” 
 

 

The introduction to the books states, “In words as wise as they are inspiring, Chittister explores the concerns of modern 

life, of the overworked mind, and of the hurting heart. These are the paradoxical – and often frustrating – moments 

when our lives feel at odds with everything around us. Only by embracing the contradictions may we live well amid 

stress, withstand emotional storms, and satisfy our yearnings for something transcendent and real. By delving into the 

chaos, this book guides us through the questions that seem easier to avoid and enlightens what has been out of focus. 

With simple and poignant meditations, this book reveals how we can better understand ourselves, one another, and 

God.” 
 

 

We will meet three times throughout the summer on Wednesday evenings, share a potluck meal together, and then 

Pastor Chris will lead a presentation on the themes of the book and invite discussion. Even if you are not able to come 

for the Wednesday discussion, we invite you to pick up a copy of the book and join in reading as a congregation. The 

book will serve as the springboard for a series of sermons throughout the summer. 
 

 

Each evening begins with a potluck meal in Wilson Hall at 6:00 p.m. Please bring whatever you would like to share. The 

church will provide drinks and desserts. The study begins at 6:30 p.m.  in Barr Conference Room and concludes at 8 

p.m. The Wednesday evening meeting dates are: 
 

June 1 

July 27 

August 24 
 

The Sermon Series based on the book will be on the following Sundays: 
 

June 5 – The Light Found in Darkness – John 1:1-18 

June 19 – The Insecurity of Certainty – Romans 8:18-27 

June 26 – The Success of Failure – Deuteronomy 34:10-12, Luke 22:54-62 

July 3 – The Fragility of Achievement – Matthew 7:24-29 

July 17 – The Liberation in Loss – Job 38:1-7; 42:1-6 

July 24 – The Certitude of Doubt – John 20:24-29 

July 31 – The Noise Within the Silent Self – 1 Kings 19:1-15 

August 7 – The Invitation of Finality – Revelation 21:1-6 
 

You can order the book through our on-line bookstore (here). Please sign up for the meal and/or the class (here). 
 

We encourage everyone to purchase the book and read together, as well as explore the biblical texts as we worship 

and study together, all in response to God’s grace. 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?productGroupName=First+Presbyterian+Church+VSL+Recommended+List
https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/8807290-350142991/?OrgKey=a3bbca4e-c61e-4c6f-9bbf-1c494108869a
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Responding to God’s grace through worship, study and service. 

Hey Women …. Let’s Go to Montreat! 
Let’s join with women from all over the United States and attend the 2016 Women’s Connection at Montreat, NC. 

http://www.montreat.org/women/ The conference is August 12-14. This does not replace our annual congregational 

women’s retreat which will be Nov.4-6. Contact Kim Joiner if you are interested. Registration will be through Montreat 

on an individual basis, but I would love to carpool and caravan! kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org  

Calm in the Chaos - 2016 Women’s Connection 

Montreat, North Carolina  
“Calm to the waves. Calm to the wind. Jesus whispers, ‘Peace, be still.’ Balm to our hearts. Fears at an end. In stillness 

hear his voice.”    (Calm Seas, Hymn 184 in the Glory to God Hymnal) 

This conference will encourage participants to find grace and renewal through reflection, rest, and community. 

Scripture passages that will bring our theme into focus include Psalm 46:10, Isaiah 30:15, and Matthew 8:23-27. 

Conference activities will include worship, fellowship, recreation, rest, and workshops. Workshops may include yoga, 

hiking, spiritual direction, blogging, storytelling, art, and grief support. 

There will be a special event Momastery at Montreat: An Evening with Glennon Doyle Melton. Included in your 

registration fee is a preordered copy of Glennon’s upcoming book, Love Warrior, set to be released and shipped to 

each participant in the fall of 2016. 

        Family Play Date at Pinkerton Park 
 

Family Play Date at Pinkerton Park: Bring your young children to play with their church friends at the Pinkerton Park 

(near downtown Franklin) playground from 10 to 12 noon on Saturday, May 21. This is an informal gathering just to 

allow children time to play together and families to get to know each other. Bring your own snack or picnic. Watch 

your inbox for more information from Sarah Fox, sarahfox87@gmail.com  

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God.” Romans 15:7 
 

Calling all new members!  If you joined in the last year - we want to 

recognize YOU!  We are so thrilled that you have become a part of the 

FPC family!  Please join us for New Member Recognition Sunday May 

15th.  New Members will be recognized during both services and we 

will have a reception for them after the 11 a.m. service!  Welcome, Welcome, Welcome!!! 

HOSPITALITY HELPFUL HINTS 

We at FPC are so blessed to welcome guests to our worship services and activities!  The 

Outreach Committee would like to invite you to practice hospitality to both members and guests all the 

time!  One suggestion would be to: 

   Enact the “CIRCLE OF TEN” rule - that each member will greet anyone, member or guest,  

     who comes within ten feet of them.   

Luke 10:27 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 
 

 
        Calling All New Members 

http://www.montreat.org/women/
mailto:kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org
http://lovewarriorbook.com/
mailto:sarahfox87@gmail.com
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 March 
Actual 

March 
Budget 

March - March 
Actual 

March - March 
Budget 

Income 77,894.54 77,932.00 77,894.54 1,011,160.00 

Fixed Expenses 76,088.08 69,908.00 76,088.08 816,660.00 

Other Expenses 13,580.93 16,301.11 13,580.93 194,500.00 

IncomeOver
(under) expenses 

(11,774.47) (7,277.00) (11,774.47) 0.00 

Church Financial Information 

Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.  

Katie Adgent 

Myles Anderson 

Ted Bechtel 

Jenny Bittick 

Andy Blake 

Harriette Blake 

Janet Bowden 

Rachel Bowling 

Louise Braswell 

Cydney Breckenridge 

Gary Brown 

Jamie Bullock 

Jack Busby 

David Cau 

Matthew Cilimberg 

Jacquelyn O’Quinn Coble 

Gary Cole 

Dean Crosswhite 

Joy Crunk 

Joyce Crutcher 

Cates Davis 

Carrie Ann Diener 

Melissa Downing 

Barrett Dozier 

Priscilla Duarte 

Pat DuPree 

Kirsten Fuller 

Becky Garner 

Dempsey Glanton 

Deron Griffis 

Lucia Grimes 

Austin Hawley 

Nora Henderson 

Megan Hoeffler 

Charlie Jones 

Patti Kelly 

Tim Kelly 

Ron Kitchings 

Jessica Lahey 

Madison Lanier 

Elise Lasseter 

Merilee Lentz 

Janice Lewis 

Kim M. Lewis 

Bob Ligon 

Sarah Lively 

Lauren Lopacinski 

Catherine Lunn 

Kathleen Maher 

Margie Maher 

Catherine Mahurin 

Kathy Morris 

Ruthie Moulton 

Marissa Mulcahy 

Ethan Narwold 

Thomas Noblitt 

Mark Osburn 

Ruth Osburn 

Linda Patrick 

Casey Pianta 

Peggy Reynolds 

Jan Rhodes 

Jana Roberts 

Judy Rodman 

Jeff Rogers 

Lexi Russell 

J. R. Russell 

Jamie Sevier 

Jordan Shaw 

Mary Shull 

Reid Smith 

Sierra Sponsel 

Jennifer Story 

Jaclyn Tarkington 

Sammy Tarkington 

Laura Tomlin 

Todd Townsend 

Charlie Turri, Jr. 

Jeremy Veenstra-VanderWeele 

Elizabeth Wade 

Doug Ward 

Sarah Neil Webb 

Kim Whiteman 

Shelby Whiteside 

Mickey Wilhoite 

Emma Wilson 

Ed Wilson 

Steve Wylie 

Jenna Yates 

 

 

Please note:  Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter.  If you would prefer not to be 

listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and  newsletter. 

T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

May Birthdays 
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Responding to God’s grace through worship, study and service. 

 

Births 

Stephen  Ministry 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God.”   1 John 4:7.   

 

We are loved by God.  His love surrounds us in many ways.  If you or someone 

you know is in need of a caring, loving friend, call the FPC Franklin Stephen 

Ministry telephone number 615-746-7888 or email 

stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for 

you.  

 

 

 

 

 

The First 
Presbyterian Church 
family extends 
prayers and 
sympathy to the 
following people 
and to other 
members of their 
family during their 
time of loss. 

Congratulations to Jay and Abbie 

Baines on the birth of their daughter, 

Skylar Kelly Baines who was born on 

March 30.  She is the granddaughter 

of Robert and Kelly Oldham. 

The family of  Kim Hagan on the 

death of her father, Glenn 

Mitchell, who died April 4, 2016. 

 

The family of Oriol Bareny’s  on 

the death of his mother, Josefa 

Barenys, who died April 5, 2016. 

 

The family of Barbara Lee , who 

died on April 21, 2016. Barbara Lee 
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March And April Second Saturday’s 

Our March and April Second Saturday’s were spent in partnership with BrightStone.  In March, we 

watched the fog lift over the grounds where so much life and living will soon be.  We have made 

wonderful friends with the BrightStone family and many of the FPC family continue to work  on the 

property as  fence-menders, electricians and gardeners. 
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FPC June Mission 

This June FPC Missions will join with the Franklin Rotary Group in a Living Waters project in Coban, 

Guatemala.  The project will include installing a pump house, water holding tank, and water filtration system at a 

feeding facility in which over 400 local children are fed two meals a day.  Roger Fender, FPC’s Living Waters 

Organizer, and Tom Wilhoite who has been on all the FPC installations, will represent us in Guatemala.     

We will also support this effort by paying the cost of the construction  of  the pump house. This construction will 

take place prior to the water tank and water filtration system install in June.   In coming days we will let you know 

ways that you can help support this mission.   Please be in prayer for this mission opportunity and the lives that will 

be touched through it. 

Calling ALL Bakers/Travelers and Gardeners!  Share the Table, our annual summertime fundraiser for GraceWorks, 

will start again this Fathers Day, June 19. We can begin now though!  When you’re out in the world, pick up items 

from your travels. As you plant your gardens this Spring, plant extra!  Remember, baked goods, plants and crafts are 

always well-received.  Together we can make this the most interesting weekly assortment of choices from around the 

world!   

Calling All Bakers/Travelers and Gardeners 
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Congratulations to all our high school seniors. On April 3rd we celebrated our high school seniors with a 
special lunch. They each were presented a Bible in worship filled with signatures from our congregation. 
Continue to be in prayer for them as they celebrate with graduation ceremonies and make plans for the 
next phase in the journey.  

  Pictured left to right: Harrison Whiteside, Andy Hughes, Kristen Huddleston, Emily Roumen,  
  Adam Fuller and Ian Raines. 
  Other graduating seniors were  Harrison Griffis, Alex Jackson, Samantha McCaleb, and Mitchell Runnion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Recognition Sunday 2016 
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Mark your calendar for Surf Shack Vacation Bible School and Catch the Wave of God's 
Amazing Love 

                                                        June 20-23 from 9:00– 12:00  

In this mission-focused VBS, children will gain a deeper understanding of God's awesome power! Students 

will enjoy crafts, games, science activities, music, Bible stories and lots of fun at the "Surf Shack!" The 

overall Bible verse for the program is Nehemiah 4:14b: "Remember that the Lord is great and 

awesome!" Vacation Bible School at FPC is for ages 4 (must be 4 by 8/15/2016) through rising 6th graders. 

There is nursery care for parents who volunteer. 

Registration closes June 1, and there will be no onsite registration. 

Registration is NOW OPEN for students as well as youth and adult volunteers. To register,  Click here.  

There is a non-refundable registration fee of $10 per child that may be paid online here. The registration fee 

is waived if you are able to volunteer for all four days of VBS or an equivalent amount of time (12 hours) 

before and/or after VBS. If you are able to volunteer for two days (or 6 hours before and/or after VBS), the 

fee will be reduced to $5 per child. The nursery will be available for young children of volunteers. 

Scholarships are available and you may contact Sarah Jones at  VBS@fpcfranklin.org  for more information. 

                                                                                   Serving Opportunities 

Many hands are needed to make VBS a wonderful week for the children. We are currently in need of some-
one to take on the hotdog lunch on Thursday at the end of VBS. There are several other opportunities to 
serve as well. 

                                                                                      Donations Needed 

We are happy to accept goldfish, animal crackers, pretzels, lemonade mix as well as gift cards to Costco, 

Sam's, Kroger, etc.  Please place in the bin in Wilson Hall. 

http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/fpcfranklin2016/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D2sOGfn8H3wApC-SJmGf4DPDnXYM0zigLV1ohXig_jZz5kIM2SRYhTFXsXUdCRFM22O1Q8SsbRkLFlB6GGiUrEAzs0zzrL9IS0xWBzihtbEOyucDBQn7RT1YrT-5jsCzIa-r_EUI2hipn_GR4Jb9rSBbSjLE3iYWzGDmZnMk3ATce1dQYuvbOxwresXd-BhU&c=&ch=
mailto:VBS@fpcfranklin.org
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Confirmation Class Confirmed 

T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

 

 

          With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s Church 

    to share with us in this ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

The Class of 2016 led our worship and were confirmed on April 24.  They are filled with exuberance and creativity, 

have varied passions and a deep desire to serve Jesus Christ through loving their neighbors.  They embody the Call 

to Worship written by the class members:  

God has made us who we are and guides who we will become. 

We are all loved the same. 

We praise the Lord because he loves us. 

God’s love endures forever. 

Cry out to the Lord with joy, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness as one people. 
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May Wednesday Night Live Schedule 
 

5:15 p.m. -  Intergenerational Beginning Handbell Choir 

6:00 p.m. - Meal for all ages May  4  and  11 

6:30 p.m.- Carillon Adult Handbell Choir 

6:45 p.m. - Chapel/Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Adult Program/Pre k—6th Grades/Middle School/High School Small Groups 
 

Adult Program for May 
 

Wednesday Night Live Adult Study – April 27, May 4 and May 11. 

Pastor Chris will lead a three-week exploration of Richard Foster’s book, Life with God: Reading the Bible for 

Spiritual Transformation.  We can sometimes read the Bible because we “ought to,” or to find a verse to prove a 

point, or as history, but the intention of the God to whom the Bible witnesses is our transformation.  We will look 

at what it means to read it in this way. 

Christian Education Calendar of Special Events 

Sunday, May 15 – Promotion Sunday (gather in Wilson Hall at 9:45 a.m. ) and Promotion Plunge  

  (3:00 new 7th and Youth, 4:30 Path and Trek) 

Sunday, May 22 – Summer Sunday school begins at 9:45  

Monday, June 20 – Thursday, June 23 – VBS!  

Sunday, June 26 – Saturday, July 2 – High School mission trip  

Tuesday, July 12 – Friday, July 15 – Middle School mission trip  

Tuesday, July 19 – Saturday, July 23 – High School Triennium  

Sunday, September 11 – RALLY DAY!  Yes, after Labor Day our sanctuary will be ready and 

renovated!  

Christian Education Calendar of Special Events 

Over 1,000,000 people in 47 different denominations throughout 15 countries have participated in The Bethel Series 

Curriculum. It is an overview of the Bible that organizes the Scriptures around major themes and uses picture 

illustrations as a memory tool. Starting this fall a new class will begin. Please consider joining us for this remarkable 

study. Whether you know a great deal about the Bible or very little, Bethel provides opportunities for spiritual growth.  

Please contact Kim Joiner or Susan Bowling at susan@raybowling.com to signup or to get more information. 

 

The Bethel Series: A Two-Year Sunday School 

Class Staring this August 

What Does the Bible Say and How Does That 

Relate To Me? 

mailto:susan@raybowling.com
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Youth News 

  

 

 

Back for Seconds: Reflections on the School-Year 

I can hardly believe that the school year is wrapping up, that a year ago I was visiting FPC on Promotion 

Sunday, that all those new faces I met that day are now people I care deeply about. I have had a lot of firsts this 

year, really too many to count. But to name a few, I had my first trip to NaCoMe when the bus wouldn’t start and 

our Adult Participants stepped up and we packed in their vans and got there anyway. I played my first game of 

GaGa Ball, Angle Ball, and Human Foosball and I had a ball (pun intended). I experienced my first ski trip, first 

serious wipe out (so much snow up my nose), and lost my first game of Settlers of Catan to Jessica Queen. I 

participated in my first Youth Sunday service, luncheon, and silent auction. And these are just a few of my firsts. 

And to be honest, firsts are hard for me. I have never been a huge fan of not knowing what to expect, so when I do 

something for the first time, I get nervous. I go through the worst-case scenario in my head, and try to plan for 

every possible problem, until I have over-thought everything just enough to break a sweat and get my stomach in 

knots. But as I have gone through my series of firsts this year, it’s gotten easier every time. Why? Because every 

time I experienced a first and I came out on the other side, I was blessed in some way.  

I have gotten good practice at experiencing firsts, and I am beginning to associate firsts with blessings 

instead of fear. And that is entirely because of our youth, APs, parents, congregants, and staff here at FPC who have 

been with me through all my firsts, who have made me laugh, prayed for me, and encouraged me, and for that I am 

grateful. Now it is May again, and we are planning for Promotion Plunge, only this time it is my second. And if I 

could be blessed so much through all the not-knowing of my firsts, I can only imagine what it will be like when I 

come back for seconds.     - Janelle Brinker 
 

 

 

 

 

For More information on upcoming youth 

events email jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org 

mailto:jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org
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Youth News 

         Youth Car Wash, Sat. May 7th 

 

Mother’s Day Rose Sale: May 8th  

 

FPC supports our youth mission trips and honor mothers all at once at the Moth-

er’s Day Rose Sale. $3 for 1 rose, $5 for 2, and $30 for a dozen. Roses will be 

sold in Wilson Hall on Sun. May 8th! So, mark you calendars!  

 

Promotion Plunge: May 15th 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

 

On Sunday, May 15 all rising 7th graders through graduating seniors will meet at 3pm to begin the 

plunge!  We will have games, a slip'n'slide, and dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Wear a swimsuit if you wish, 

bring a towel and bring a friend. We will dismiss at 6pm. See you there!  

 

 May 7: Youth Car Wash (10 a.m -2 p.m.) 

 May 8: Mother's Day Rose Sale 

 May 15: Promotion Plunge! (Rising 7-12 grades) 

 June 20-23: Vacation Bible School (We need youth volunteers!) 

 June 26-July 2: HS Mission Trip (Project Homecoming-New Orleans) 

 July 12-15 MS Mission Trip (Heifer Global Challenge) 

 July 19-23 Triennium, rising 9th -graduated 12th grades 
 

For More information on upcoming youth events email  

jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org 

What do pollen, bug guts, and bird poo all have in common? They might 

just be stuck to your car this Spring! Don't forget to mark your calendars 

for the Youth Car Wash Saturday, May 7th. And as the youth get your car 

squeaky clean, you will be supporting their summer mission trip. It's a win

-win! So join us from10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. May 7 get your car washed and 

support the youth!  

mailto:jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org
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First Presbyterian Preschool 

Lettuce, Radishes and Flowers! Oh My! 

  Spring brings gardening catalogs, soil to prepare and seeds to plant.  The preschool garden is growing more than 

flowers, herbs and veggies.  KidsGardening.org states, “School gardening engages students by providing a dynamic 

environment to observe, discover, experiment, nurture and learn. School Gardens are living laboratories where 

interdisciplinary lessons are drawn from real life experiences, encouraging students to become active participants in 

the learning process.”  Research supports that school gardens have a positive impact on student achievement and 

behavior, instill life-long respect for nature, increase interest in healthy eating, and improve life skills of working in 

groups and self-understanding.  Better yet!  Nothing tastes better than a salad of lettuce, tomatoes and radishes 

fresh from the garden right outside your door!   

  First Presbyterian Preschool classes are for ages 2 - 5.  Hours are 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. with aftercare to 2:55 p. m. Our 

2016-17 school year classes are filling fast. Call Cheri Lindsley for information or to schedule a visit at 615/971-9061. 

We’d love to have your children grow with us! 
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   Sacred Spaces 
 

Greetings to All! 

 

We will be out of the sanctuary for a portion of the summer as some much anticipated 

updates take place.  A portion of these include repainting the walls, pew cushion 

replacement, floor covering refinishing/replacement, re-lamping of the light system, and an 

update to the sound system.  In anticipation of this event I wish to reflect on the 

sacredness of place with a few thoughts as penned by D.Foy Christopherson, an ELCA 

pastor and teacher.  In his text, A Place of Encounter-Renewing Worship Spaces, he writes: 

 

• Why is space sacred? God’s creation makes space sacred as we find sacredness in its beauty. The discipline of 

the art/environment for worship is all about created matter and space being used in ways that honor and adore 

Christ and make him known in the world.  Thus, we seek to make beauty-filled space for an encounter with the 

Almighty, a portal to the mystery of God and a witness to the Christian faith and truth. • God’s incarnation 

makes spaces sacred. The incarnation sanctifies the whole creation as sacred space.  This incarnation is the 

presence of God as revealed in Jesus Christ, who is present among his people. Scripture recalls this in the 

following passage, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14a). Space that honors this 

incarnation is space that invites a relationship, embodies the Lord, builds up and transforms the body, and 

introduces Christ to all. This is why the church gathers together week after week: to meet Jesus in community, 

to share the bread and wine, to receive the water, to hear the word, and to respond • God’s people make space 

sacred. Christian worship space is sacred, not by the presence of things, but by the presence of people.  Thus, 

the presence of the people of God--Christ’s body, sanctifies a space.  The place where we gather weekly to 

celebrate, the place from which we are sent out in holy mission thus become a “sacred place” as in them we are 

re-formed into the people of God.   

 

The opportunity to update our worship space offers us a moment of reflection, for it has been said that “as we 

form space, space forms us.” Our building serves not only as an active “participant” in worship, but likewise as a 

silent witness hour upon hour.  May we not only renew and re-form our space, but may we be renewed as the 

church called to go forth to change the world for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

Rise up singing praise! Rise up renewed! 

 

Michael  

From the Director of Music, Michael P. Snoddy 

T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
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Choral Music for May 

1 (Sending of the Holy Spirit) – Peace to Soothe our Bitter Woes, D. Cherwin 

8 (Mother’s Day Weekend) – Children’s Musical and 

additional music for worship by J. Edward Campbell and Randy Frame 

15 (Pentecost Sunday) – Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me, K. Lee Scott 

22 (Trinity Sunday) – Holy, Holy, Holy, arr. Patrick Liebergen 

 

 
 

MONTREAT MUSIC & WORSHIP CONFERENCE 2016: Grace and 

Gratitude (June 26-July 1)  

 The Music Staff invites you to join us for this creative and rewarding week of offerings for 

children, youth, and adults.  Partial scholarships and housing assistance are available on 

a limited basis.  

 (For more information see the music bulletin board in Wilson Hall.) 

PIPEDREAMS 

Celebrating the pipe organ, the King of Instruments! 
 

Hours of fascinating and interesting programs about the pipe organ are available 24 Hours 

a day on the web at http://pipedreams.publicradio.org 

+ + + 
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May 1, 2016 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture: Acts 16:9-15    
 

Sermon:   Eagerly 
   
     Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
   8:30:  Duke Ellis 
 11:00: Elise Burns 
 

Acolytes: 
   8:30: Allyson Lewis 
 11:00: Jack Hoeffler 
 
 

Hospitality Team 1: 
   8:30: Fred and Sue Banner; Tammy  
         and Anna Marie Love; Ruthie Moulton;  
         Margaret, Phillip, Harrison, Sanders  
         and Shelby Whiteside 
 11:00: Jean Acklin; Brenda and J. Edward 
         Campbell; Michelle Hatcher; Kay Hartman;  
          Leanne, Steve, Molly and Jack Hoeffler 
 

Children’s Worship: 
   8:30:  Kelly Tschantz; Cara Moyers  
 11:00:  Casey Pianta; Will Grisham   

May 8, 2016 
7th Sunday of Easter - Communion 

 

Scripture:  Acts 16:16-34  
 

Sermon:  Bound And Free 
   
             Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
   8:30: Duke Ellis 
 11:00: J. Edward Campbell 
    

Acolytes:     Water               Candles 
   8:30:  Meryl Godwin 
 
 

Hospitality Team 2: 
 8:30:  Duke Ellis; Jenn, Chad, Ava and  
     Harper Fitzgerald; Betty and Bruce Waterman; 
     Susan Williams   
  11:00:  Roberta Chamberlain; Troy, Eva,  
     Noah and Luke Dover; Larry and Blair    
     Reynolds; Ken, Ann, Josh and Madison  
     Zander  
 

Children’s Worship: 
   8:30:  Rhonda Moyers; Nora Henderson 
    11:00:  Kim Joiner; Emily Oldham 
 

 

Communion for Shut-ins: 
  Tony Inglis; Bruce Jones 

  
 

Communion Preparation: 
Susan Oldham; Janet Frame 

  
 

Communion Clean-up:  Pat and Rich Johnson 
  

May 15, 2016 
Day of Pentecost 

 
 

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21  
 

Sermon:  Fire 
             Chris Joiner 
              
Liturgists: 
   8:30: Duke Ellis 
 11:00: J. Edward Campbell 
 
Acolytes 
   8:30: Anna Marie Love 
  
 

Hospitality Team 3: 
 8:30:  Betsy Adgent; Priscilla Duarte;  
      Chris, Jennifer, Meryl, Brooks  
      and Hollis Godwin; Arleen Munk 
11:00:  Michael and Reagan Gentile; Vance  
      and Jessica Lahey; Bruce, Jaclyn, Sammy  
      and Joseph Tarkington; Paul, Rebecca, 
      Hannah, Emma and Jake Wilson  
 
Children’s Worship: 
   8:30:  Melina Stevens; Lucy Tschantz 
 11:00:                         ; Molly Hoeffler 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study and service. 

May 22, 2016 
Trinity Sunday 

 

Scripture: Romans 5:1-5   
 

Sermon:   Peace at the Last 
   
     Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
      8:30: Bruce Jones 
 11:00: Susan Burns 
   
 
Hospitality Team 4: 
   8:30: Sally Bullock; Jimmy, Jana, Tyler  
       and Lauren Roberts; Don Savage; Troy,   
       Kelly, Lucy, Myers and Amelia Tschantz 
 11:00: David, Michele, John and Mac  
       Boyette, Jay and Kathy Strunk 

May 29, 2016 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Scripture:  Luke 7:1-10  
 

Sermon:     Inside Out 
 
     Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
   8:30:  Bruce Jones  
 11:00:  Susan Burns  
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Dear First Presbyterian Church, 

 

Thank you so much for providing such 

a wonderful gift to BrightStone.  We 

are  very grateful for your support and 

are excited to have you as a part of our 

vision of service to these particular 

adults. 

 

BrightStone is looking forward to con-

tinued growth! We are grateful for 

your support and your prayers.  On 

behalf of BrightStone and the adults 

who have been and will continue to be 

helped because of gifts like yours, we 

thank you and may God bless you! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brenda K. Hauk 

Executive Director, BrightStone 

 

Dear FPC, 

Thank you for your generous 

donation.  Your gift makes it 

possible for Bridges Domestic 

Violence Center to assist victims of 

physical, mental and sexual abuse.  

For individuals who have 

experienced  domestic violence or 

for the children who have 

witnessed domestic violence, the 

decisions faced are difficult ones.  

Bridges is here to provide a safe 

place for victims to make those 

decisions and to regain control of 

their lives.  We could not do it 

without your support. 

 

With deepest appreciation, 

Linda Crockett Jackson, 

Executive Director. Bridges 

 

Dear Friends, 

At Room In The Inn, home is experi-

enced in tangible and intangible 

ways.  Shelter. Respect. Food. Inde-

pendence. Family. Safety. Health. 

Love. Support. For 30 years, the 

heart of Room In The Inn has been to 

provide these to our neighbors who 

struggle with homelessness every 

day. 

We thank you for your most recent 

donation.  Because you give, we can 

continue to offer the tangibles and 

intangibles of home to our friends 

and neighbors around Nashville. 

 

With grateful hearts, 

Rachel Hester 

Executive Director. Room In The Inn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
 

Thank you for your generous donation. 

Contributions, such as this, are the 

reason our organization is successful in 

achieving our mission.  We truly 

appreciate your support of  My Friend’s 

House. 
 

Our sincere thanks, 

Tim Tranberg, Executive Director 

My Friend’s House Family and 

Dear Members, 

On behalf of Living 

Waters for the 

World, the global 

mission resource of 

the Synod of Living Waters, 

Presbyterian Church (USA), we thank 

you for your recent donation.  Living 

Waters for the World endeavors to 

answer the call to provide clean water 

for God’s children across the world, 

and we acknowledge with gratitude 

donors like you who provide the 

resources to do what can and must be 

done. Together we are an empowered 

people who are changing lives in real 

and tangible ways through water 

publication systems and health 

education.  We are deeply grateful for 

your partnership. 
 

May the blessings of Christ be yours, 

Lynn Kszos, President 

Living Waters for the World Board of 

Directors 

We want to thank the church 

congregation for all that you 

have done for BrightStone.  

Thank you for buying products,   

making donations, and working 

on the new property.  We 

appreciate your kindness, 

caring, and hard work. 

 

Kate Snow and family 
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Sunday, May 1 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Morning: Pss. 93; 150 

Evening: Pss. 136; 117 

Lev. 25:1–17 

James 1:2–8, 16–18 

Luke 12:13–21 
 

Monday, May 2 

Morning: Pss. 97; 145 

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 

Lev. 25:35–55 

Col. 1:9–14 

Matt. 13:1–16 
 

Tuesday, May 3 

Morning: Pss. 98; 146 

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 

Lev. 26:1–20 

1 Tim. 2:1–6 

Matt. 13:18–23 
 

Wednesday, May 4 

Morning: Pss. 99; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 

Lev. 26:27–42 

Eph. 1:1–10 

Matt. 22:41–46 
 

Thursday, May 5 

Ascension of the Lord 

Morning: Pss. 47; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 68; 113 

Dan. 7:9–14 

Heb. 2:5–18 

Matt. 28:16–20 
 
 

Friday, May 6 

Morning: Pss. 96; 148 

Evening: Pss. 49; 138 

1 Sam. 2:1–10 

Eph. 2:1–10 

Matt. 7:22–27 
 
 

Saturday, May 7 

Morning: Pss. 92; 149 

Evening: Pss. 23; 114 

Num. 11:16–17, 24–29 

Eph. 2:11–22 

Matt. 7:28–8:4 
 
 

Sunday, May 8 

7th Sunday of Easter 

Morning: Pss. 93; 150 

Evening: Pss. 136; 117 

Exod. 3:1–12 

Heb. 12:18–29 

Luke 10:17–24 

Monday, May 9 

Morning: Pss. 97; 145 

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 

Josh. 1:1–9 

Eph. 3:1–13 

Matt. 8:5–17 
 

Tuesday, May 10 

Morning: Pss. 98; 146 

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 

1 Sam. 16:1–13a 

Eph. 3:14–21 

Matt. 8:18–27 
 

Wednesday, May 11 

Morning: Pss. 99; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 

Isa. 4:2–6 

Eph. 4:1–16 

Matt. 8:28–34 
 

Thursday, May 12 

Morning: Pss. 47; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 68; 113 

Zech. 4:1–14 

Eph. 4:17–32 

Matt. 9:1–8 
 

Friday, May 13 

Morning: Pss. 96; 148 

Evening: Pss. 49; 138 

Jer. 31:27–34 

Eph. 5:1–32 

Matt. 9:9–17 
 

Saturday, May 14 

Morning: Pss. 92; 149 

Evening: Pss. 23; 114 

Ezek. 36:22–27 

Eph. 6:1–24 

Matt. 9:18–26 
 

Sunday, May 15 

Day of Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 104; 150 

Evening: Pss. 29; 33 

Deut. 16:9–12 

Acts 4:18–21, 23–33 

John 4:19–26 
 

Monday, May 16 

Morning: Pss. 5; 145 

Evening: Pss. 82; 29 

Prov. 3:11–20 

1 John 3:18—4:6 

Matt. 11:1–6 

 

Tuesday, May 17 

Morning: Pss. 42; 146 

Evening: Pss. 102; 133 

Prov. 4:1–27 

1 John 4:7–21 

Matt. 11:7–15 
 

Wednesday, May 18 

Morning: Pss. 89:1–18; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 1; 33 

Prov. 6:1–19 

1 John 5:1–12 

Matt. 11:16–24 
 

Thursday, May 19 

Morning: Pss. 97; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. Ps. 16; 62 

Prov. 7:1–27 

1 John 5:13–21 

Matt. 11:25–30 
 

Friday, May 20 

Morning: Pss. 51; 148 

Evening: Pss. 142; 65 

Prov. 8:1–21 

2 John 1–13 

Matt. 12:1–14 
 

Saturday, May 21 

Morning: Pss. 104; 149 

Evening: Pss. 138; 98 

Prov. 8:22–36 

3 John 1–15 

Matt. 12:15–21 
 

Sunday, May 22 

Trinity Sunday 

Morning: Pss. 103; 150 

Evening: Pss. 117; 139 

Job 38:1–11; 42:1–5 

Rev. 19:4–16 

John 1:29–34 
 

Monday, May 23 

Morning: Pss. 135; 145 

Evening: Pss. 97; 112 

Prov. 10:1–12 

1 Tim. 1:1–17 

Matt. 12:22–32 
 

Tuesday, May 24 

Morning: Pss. 123; 146 

Evening: Pss. 30; 86 

Prov. 15:16–33 

1 Tim. 1:18—2:15 

Matt. 12:33–42 

 

Wednesday, May 25 

Morning: Pss. 15; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 48; 4 

Prov. 17:1–20 

1 Tim. 3:1–16 

Matt. 12:43–50 
 

Thursday, May 26 

Morning: Pss. 36; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 80; 27 

Prov. 21:30—22:6 

1 Tim. 4:1–16 

Matt. 13:24–30 
 

Friday, May 27 

Morning: Pss. 130; 148 

Evening: Pss. 32; 139 

Prov. 23:19–21, 29—24:2 

1 Tim. 5:17–22 (23–25) 

Matt. 13:31–35 
 

Saturday, May 28 

Morning: Pss. 56; 149 

Evening: Pss. 118; 111 

Prov. 25:15–28 

1 Tim. 6:6–21 

Matt. 13:36–43 
 

Sunday, May 29 

2nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 67; 150 

Evening: Pss. 46; 93 

Eccl. 1:1–11 

Acts 8:26–40 

Luke 11:1–13 
 

Monday, May 30 

Morning: Pss. 57; 145 

Evening: Pss. 85; 47 

Eccl. 2:1–15 

Gal. 1:1–17 

Matt. 13:44–52 
 

Tuesday, May 31 

Morning: Pss. 54; 146 

Evening: Pss. 28; 99 

Eccl. 2:16–26 

Gal. 1:18—2:10 

Matt. 13:53–58 
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   Return Service Requested 

PHONE:  (615) 794-5114     

FAX:  (615) 794-5188 

PRESCHOOL:  (615) 791-9061 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 A.M. 
 

CHURCH  STAFF 

Chris Joiner, Pastor 

Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 

Sarah Cochran,  Accountant 

Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant 

Jerry Russell, Sexton 

Peter Riek, Assistant Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus 

Accountant's Corner 

Our Church Accountant 
would like to remind 
members to please 
make a note on your 
check if the contribution 
is for something other 
than your annual 
pledge (i.e. capital 
campaign, mission trip 

deposit, or other special giving).  We want 
to ensure that your contributions are posted 
in accordance with your wishes.  If you 
have questions about how your 
contributions are applied, please contact 
Sarah Cochran at 
scochran@fpcfranklin.org.  Look for 
contribution statements to be mailed after 
April 30. 

Beginning May 23, Sarah will be available in the 

church office on Monday 9-3, Wednesdays 1-4, and Thursday 9-12. 

CLICK HERE  to view the church calendar on our 

website.   

  

mailto:scochran@fpcfranklin.org
http://pine.nowsprouting.com/firstpresbyterianchurch30/#/whats-going-on/calendar//fpcsbs01/usershares/stornow/Copy of My Pictures

