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With God, we will [grow in generosity]
…All Things are Possible.
By Rev. Nayiri Karjian, Interim Lead Minister
nayiri@fcucc.org
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A wise woman was traveling in the 
mountains when she found a precious 
stone in a stream. The next day she met 
another traveler who was hungry, and 
the woman opened her bag to share 
her food. The hungry traveler saw the 
precious stone and asked the woman 
to give it to him. She did so without 
hesitation. The traveler left, rejoicing in 
his good fortune. He knew the stone was 
worth enough to give him security for a 
lifetime.
A few days later he came back to return 
the stone to the wise woman. “I've been 
thinking,” he said. “I know how valuable 
the stone is, but I give it back in the hope 
that you can give me something even 
more precious. Give me what you have 
within you that enabled you to give me 
the stone.”
I often ponder what causes us to give 
freely. In this world of ours where 
“free” is hard to find, where many 
interactions feel as if they are business 
transactions, where reciprocity feels as 
if it’s score keeping, it is difficult to be 
truly generous - to give freely, without 
counting the cost, without expecting 
anything in return.
The woman seems to possess the 
gift, the secret of true generosity. She 
willingly and freely gives the stone to 
the one who asked. Perhaps she knew 
the mystery of God’s grace, the secret 
of God’s abundance, the promise that 
with God all things are possible! The 
spirit that recognizes grace cannot but 
be generous in return. The spirit that 
recognizes abundance cannot but share 

and give. The spirit that recognizes God’s vast 
possibilities cannot but embrace the impossible.
Generosity is a spiritual practice. Generosity is as 
big a gift to the giver as it is to the receiver. It is 
what enables us to participate in the reciprocity 
and circle of life, in the ministry of the church, in 
the ebb and flow of the universe. It makes us an 
active part of the current of life.

On November 13, we begin our annual appeal 
for our 2017 ministry spending plan. During this 
interim transitional year, when we envision the 
future even as we celebrate 145 years of ministry, 
I am confident that with your generosity, your 
financial gifts, your shared talents and skills 
we will be able to do, with God, what seems 
impossible! 
I am personally impressed with the generous 
giving of our congregation. I celebrate all that 
is shared for the growth and wellbeing of the 
church and for the transformation and healing of 
the world beyond our doors. And, I am grateful. 
So once more, we invite you to give prayerfully 
and intentionally, considering both your 
spiritual need to give and the church’s calling to 
do ministry and mission. We invite you to give 
proportionately from what you have received, 
to share and be part of the body of Christ, an 
instrument in the symphony of the church, a 
shareholder in this community of faith, so we 
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WITH GOD, WE WILL... CONT’D | NOVEMBER 2016 WORSHIP

First Sunday of Advent
Today we move from the season of Pentecost and the Holy 
Spirit to the Season of Advent, celebrating a New Year according 
the liturgical church calendar. Advent, a time of waiting and 

expectation, takes us on a journey of wonder and preparation as we mark its 
days by lighting the candles of hope, peace, love, joy. Mallory Everhart shares 
an original poem based on our Program Year theme. The Chancel Choir shares a 
beautiful arrangement of the traditional song “I Wonder As I Wander” at 11:00.

13  
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20 

November

27  
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can continue to grow and live our calling and vision - with God all things are possible! 
On another note – during out staff meetings we have been discussing the rise of overt racism in our country and 
the powerful reality of white privilege. During the Epiphany season, a season of light and revelation, (January 
and February) we would like to walk an Epiphany journey, to shed light on this very topic of racism and white 
privilege, perhaps both during worship and education experiences. The United Church of Christ has produced 
a new resource, White Privilege, Let’s Talk: a Guide to Transformational Dialogue that can guide our plans and 
conversations. Stay tuned for additional details soon.  

2016 ANNUAL APPEAL – CELEBRATION OF GENEROSITY AND GIFTS 
Kick-Off Generosity Sunday • November 13 

Gratitude Sunday • December 4, including Thank you Dinner on the Grounds

NOVEMBER WORSHIP
Sunday morning worship services are at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

with Faith Formation Hour in-between at 9:45 a.m.

06  

November

27th Sunday of Pentecost | Reign of Christ
Rev. Jacque Franklin preaches as we give the gift of Bibles to 
our third graders. This is the last Sunday of the liturgical year as 
we celebrate the reign of Christ. The Bells of St. Vrain Handbell 

Ensemble shares worship music and the Chancel Choir presents Andrew Fischer’s 
arrangement of the traditional Zambian song “Bonse Aba.”

26th Sunday of Pentecost | Generosity Sunday
Today we celebrate Generosity Sunday as we begin our annual appeal especially 
for financial gifts toward our 2017 ministry spending plan. Rev. Nayiri Karjian will 
preach “With God All Things Are Possible.” The Men’s Ensemble 

sings at both worship services, and we learn to sing an original composition by 
Mandy Todd and Russ Ware that will be used in worship during the Annual Appeal. 

25th Sunday of Pentecost | All Saints Sunday
Today we gather for multigenerational worship with celebration 
of communion at both services. We honor those who have passed. 
Evan Latimer shares a French horn solo by Strauss, Susie Marten 
provides special music, and the Chancel Choir shares John Rutter’s 

“Gaelic Blessing” at 11:00.
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LEAD MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE | INTERIM CONVERSATIONS

INTERIM CONVERSATIONS 
Sundays, October 23 & November 13, 12:15 p.m.

On Sunday, September 25 after I shared parts of my story with you many of you 
responded with gratitude and some of you shared stories of your own with me. I am 
grateful.

On October 23 we held a gathering for members to share their stories with others in small groups. 
During this first step of the interim transitional journey, we celebrated our stories and shared what 
God has done in our lives through FCC, in order to prepare for the search of a Settled Lead Minister. 

On November 13 you are invited to discuss our congregation’s purpose, vision, and mission. We will 
talk about our faith experiences, future hopes, and answer some of the questions in the church profile. 
The conversations will help the Search Committee as it compiles the profile to be shared with interested 
candidates.

Please put November 13 on your calendar and plan to join us to be part of the interim transitional 
journey. Light lunch will be served. Childcare and children’s activities will be planned.

At our October 13 meeting, Council spent a significant amount of time discussing and 
discerning the makeup of the Lead Minister Search Committee. We had many wonderful applicants, 
so selecting nine members was a challenge. In the end, we settled on the following members of the 
Congregation:

  Jan Johnson, Co-Chair   Deidre Schoolcraft
  Jill Robinson, Co-Chair   Casey Scott
  Dave Babin     Sid Shelton
  Jessica Gemm     Polly Strovink
  Wil Green

Council is grateful to all who applied and appreciates the committee members’ willingness to serve in 
this important capacity. Many of you know one or more of them; by all means share with them your 
thoughts and dreams concerning our next Settled Lead Minister. Conversely, they’ll provide regular 
updates on their progress using all our various means of communication.

Here’s what these folks will be up to in the coming weeks and months:
First step:  The Search Committee will meet with Rocky Mountain UCC Conference     
  Minister, Rev. Sue Artt, who will provide guidance and information on the process.
Second step: The Search Committee will be blessed/installed for their work during morning worship--
  date to be announced. 
Third step:  The Search Committee will compile the Church Profile, a 25 page document about our 
  church and ministry.  
Fourth step:  Once the Church Profile is completed, an advertisement of the position will be listed in 
  UCC Employment Opportunities. 
Fifth step:  The Search Committee starts receiving candidate profiles through the Rocky Mountain 
  Conference.

Please keep our Search Committee in your prayers as, with God’s grace and guidance, they help shape 
the future of our beloved First Congregational United Church of Christ.

Council Forms the Lead Minister Search Committee
By Lee Lehmkuhl, Moderator

leel@mitre.org
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VISITATION MINISTRY | STEPHEN MINISTRY

Are you aware that we have a Visitation Ministry 
– a caring ministry that reaches out to people 
who would appreciate a visit – a connection – with 

someone from the church other than – or in addition to – the pastors or a Stephen Minister? Visits are 
friendly, usually short, and may be weekly, monthly or whenever. Sometimes they’re in homes, and 
sometimes they’re in other places. 
The Visitation Team is a group of caring individuals who enjoy visiting – making connections – either 
in homes or parks or coffee shops or at the church. They’re one on one, and they’re flexible!
Anyone who would like to have a person visit should call Rev. Jacque Franklin at the church office 
(719.635.3549) or Judy Kolz, the Visitation Ministry Coordinator (719.313.9093).

Making Connections
By Judy Kolz, Visitation Ministry Coordinator
judykolz@gmail.com

Wil Green has had a long history with Stephen Ministry: first, as a 
pastor, second, as a Stephen Minister and Leader, and now as a 
Stephen Ministry care receiver whose wife Dolores is in memory care.
In all these ways, Wil appreciates and points out the gifts and benefits 

he has received as a result of the Stephen Ministry program. “Through my experience with Stephen 
Ministry over the years, I can say that I have learned the value of listening. And I've learned how to 
respond and not to respond in various care-giving situations.”

As a pastor, Wil said that many of the trained Stephen Ministers in his church in Wayzata, Minnesota 
would agree. At that time, he ministered to many in nursing homes and hospitals, “mothers-to-be, a 

long way from their own mothers,” and those who were dying 
and their families. A tall and demanding order in a 2,000-member 
church!

One case he remembers in particular was a high school-age boy 
with a brain infection who, doctors said, was dying. “That family 
had five Stephen Ministers assigned to them,” Wil says, “Well, he 
did miss a full year of school, but he lived. You should have heard 
the uproar when he graduated from high school.” During that 
time, Dolores taught the young man to ride a bike again!

This experience, he adds, changed the lives of the Stephen Ministers 
who came to know the boy and his family. “To be able to take part 
in the lives of families, and to share with other human beings, was 
the greatest reward--to know that as Stephen Ministers they were 
contributing something priceless: love to another human being.”

To church members considering becoming Stephen Ministers, 
Wil asks, “Are you ready to commit yourself to service, are you 
willing to grow, are you ready to be transformed? This is not a 
one-way street!”

Wil Green: Stephen Ministry, Then and Now
By Lois Matthews, Stephen Ministry Leader Team
ldmatt333@comcast.net
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THE FORUM IN NOVEMBER

Politics, Ute Indians, Economic Inequality, & Refugees
By Howard Ray, FCC Member

hray99@gmail.com
Come to the Forum, where all ideas are safely spoken.  
We hope to see you on Sundays, 9:45 a.m. in November 
for four topics chosen to enhance your experience at FCC.    

Nov 6:  Josh Dunn - Strangers in a Strange Land: Conservative Professors in 
the Progressive University. 
Joshua (PhD, Univ. of Virginia) is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Center for the Study of 
Government and the Individual at UCCS. His research focuses on public law and education policy and his 
books include Complex Justice: The Case of Missouri v. Jenkins, From Schoolhouse to Courthouse: The Judiciary’s Role in 
American Education, and Passing on the Right: Conservative Professors in the Progressive University. “Passing on the Right 
raises the difficult question of political ideology and its implications for academia’s mission” (Christian Smith, 
Notre Dame). Josh writes a quarterly article for the journal Education Next and also writes for the Washington 
Post, Weekly Standard, National Review, Los Angeles Times, and Wall Street Journal. Explore the hidden world of 
conservative faculty in the social sciences and the humanities. Josh will discuss conclusions after interviewing 
153 conservative and libertarian professors. And bring your questions about current politics.
Nov 13:  John Anderson - Ute Indian Prayer Trees in the Pikes Peak Region. 
John’s presentation will draw from his book Ute Indian Prayer Trees of the Pikes Peak Region which is not just a 
story about Culturally Modified Trees; it’s about the advanced culture of the deeply spiritual people behind 
the trees. The Ute were the indigenous people of the Pikes Peak Region who skillfully modified trees for 
navigational, spiritual, burial, medicinal, nutritional and educational purposes (including several at the La Foret 
UCC camp). John Anderson is an author, artist, and consultant. He has a great love of history, writing, and the 
arts. Prior to working in the corporate world for ten years, John served two-terms as the elected Sheriff for El 
Paso County. Although John has travelled around the world, he is most fascinated with the rich history and art 
he has discovered in his own backyard in the American Southwest.  
Nov 20:  Neal Rappaport - Economic Inequality, Tax Policy, Trade Proposals, etc. and the 
Incoming Administration.
Neal (PhD in Economics from MIT) will address the role of federal government on economic topics as the 
new administration takes over. Neal Rappaport has extensive academic and practical experience. He taught for 
many years at the Air Force Academy before retiring and joining the Colorado College faculty for three years. 
He has also taught at UCCS for more than a decade. He has given many presentations in Colorado to groups 
like the Colorado Council for Economic Education. Neal worked on economic development issues in Iraq and 
Afghanistan during and after his military career. Some of his projects included power and water initiatives in 
Afghanistan and pension reform in Iraq. He also spent some time working in 2005 as the senior economist for 
international trade on former President Bush’s Council of Economic Advisors.
Nov 27:  Joe Wismann-Horther - Understanding U.S. Refugee Resettlement - Global Crisis to 
Local Sanctuary and Integration. 
Joe is the Integration Partnerships Coordinator for the Colorado Refugee Services Program (M.Ed. in International 
Education from the Univ. of Mass. at Amherst). Born and raised in Durango, Colorado, he has studied and worked 
in Spain, Mexico, Paraguay, Morocco, El Salvador, Dominican Republic, St. Lucia, China, and Mongolia.  Joe has 
worked with government officials, business people, and grass roots community organizers. Joe is intrigued 
with bridging social capital initiatives and finding the common threads that bring people from different cultural 
backgrounds together. Joe will explore current issues in refugee resettlement in the U.S. with an overview of 
program basics and specifics about what refugee resettlement looks like in Colorado Springs (in light of intense 
media coverage and political discourse). Refugee resettlement is fundamentally a humanitarian enterprise, and 
we’ll also look at the role and connection with communities of faith. Come get a fresh perspective on this often 
misrepresented issue.  

The Forum is in session most Sunday mornings September through May at 9:45 a.m. in the Carey Chapel through the 
efforts of your Forum Team (Howard Ray, Don Allred, Bruce Latimer, Cathy White, and Leah Davis Witherow). 
Send a message with your questions and comments to hray99@gmail.com.  To access the Forum schedule, use the FCC web 
site www.fcucc.org and select Faith Formation, Adult, then Forum, or select Listen to the Forum to hear previous recorded 
Forums.
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THIRD GRADE BIBLE WORKSHOP | OUR WHOLE LIVES

With God, We Will [experience the Bible with a 
Child-like faith]
By Cathy White, Third Grade Bible Workshop Facilitator
catherine.white@mindspring.com

Last Sunday, David Bribach and I introduced the parable of The Lost Sheep 
to our Bible Workshop class of third graders. After a lively (and poignant) 
discussion of the possible angst of a sheep lost in the bramble, the children 
quickly elevated the discussion to a whole new level.
“How could the shepherd leave the rest of the flock alone while he looked for the one 
sheep that was lost?  Didn’t he care that something bad might happen to them while he 
was out looking”?

“Perhaps he had an assistant who watched the 
flock while he was gone. Perhaps they took care 
of one another”.
“Maybe he brought the 99 sheep with him. If I 
were a lost sheep, I would feel really relieved if 
I saw the shepherd AND the other 99 sheep coming over the hill to save me”.
In the Bible Workshop, Dave and I talk to the children about covenant, laws, 
lament, reconciliation, mercy, loss, and love. The children tell us about how 
they are experiencing all those things, and more, in their daily lives.  They 
remind us no matter what, God is with us, and is indeed, a good shepherd. 

With God, we will [experience the Bible with a child-like faith. For such is the Kingdom of Heaven].

Polly Strovink and I are having a great time with this year’s First Grade Our 
Whole Lives class. The program for kindergarteners and first graders used to 
be taught every other year, but with so many families interested, we are now 
going to offer it every year. Parents or caregivers attend information meetings 
to make sure the program is a good fit for their family before we all dive into 

the nine week curriculum.
So far in the program we have had fun learning 
the correct names for all the parts of our body. The anatomically 

correct dolls have been a great help. We have also learned about how 
to take care of our bodies, inside and out, and how important some of 
those yuckie things like boogers, sweat, pee, and vomit can be for our 
health. We have talked about private parts and personal space and the 
importance of NO, GO, TELL if someone acts in an inappropriate way. 
Coming up—families and babies. So many sizes and configurations 
of families to celebrate. And babies, a new one in a family brings 
up all sorts of feelings and questions. In OWL we try to inform the 
conversation and help parents work with those teachable moments. 
Our final day together will give the children a chance to teach their 
parents what they have learned, eat cake, and hopefully share a new 
comfort level of conversation. 

With God, We Will [learn abour our bodies, 
families, and babies]
By Pete Hokanson, OWL Facilitator
petehokanson@gmail.com

Identifying  
personal space - 
who can enter.

Our amazing bodies
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YOUTH MINISTRY | ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Asking the Engaging Questions
By Candace Datz, Director of Youth & Adult Ministry

candace@fcucc.org

I am personally so grateful to be a part of this Christian community at FCC that is 
actively working towards justice and peace in our world and neighborhoods. Our 
challenge as a congregation is to not become complacent with the victories of the past 
but to move forward into new spaces where we can co-labor with God in bringing about the restoration 
of all things. 

Embarking on that journey together requires us to ask where God is moving. What is God speaking 
today? And how do we know how to identify God’s voice in our chaotic world today? And what if 
you’re not even sure who or what God is? Or if there is a God?!?!? These are some of the questions that 
we hope to be engaging with our youth at FCC.

One of the ways we’re doing that is through our Confirmation program this year, 
during which we’re exploring what it means to follow Jesus. Are the things Jesus told 
his disciples to do, things we can actually do today? During October we explored what 
it means not to fear as Jesus commanded the disciples in Matthew 10. I’m excited to 
see which command of Jesus’s we’ll take on in our “Jesus Experiment” in November.

Also this month, a number of our youth (mostly middle 
schoolers) will join with other youth from the Rocky Mountain Conference 
for the fall youth retreat at La Foret. The theme this year is “Re:claim the 
Name,” during which we’ll focus on identifying and discussing Christian 
language and what it means in today’s world our youth. 

As we step in to new seasons of pursuing justice and peace, take time to 
listen to what the youth are engaging with and maybe even let them lead 
you as you explore next steps for your own engagement.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION I (QUEST)
Quest continues! Join facilitators Sean Buchanan, Mary Raymond, and Russ Ware 
in the Gregg Library every Sunday for this journey.
 November 6  Animate video on Sacraments with Phyllis Tickle
 November 13 Clergy Challenge on the topic of Sacraments
 November 20 Animate video on Money with Shane Claiborne
 November 27 Clergy Challenge on the topic of Money

ADULT FAITH FORMATION II - THE PARENT HOUR 
Join facilitators Jessica Gemm and Suzanne and Brad Bayer for an 
informal time of conversation, fellowship, and prayer around all the 
beautiful and hard parts of parenting. Bring your coffee to the Music 
Room during the Faith Formation Hour on Sundays between October 30 
and November 20 for what is sure to be a supportive and engaging community gathering.

Adult Faith Formation
By Candace Datz, Director of Youth & Adult Ministry

candace@fcucc.org

uest
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SAFETY TASK FORCE | ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

Building off of the solid foundation 
established through our Safe Church/
Risk Reduction policy, I am happy 
to announce that a Safety Task Force 

has been established to review existing safety related 
polices/procedures and further explore what we can 
do to improve the overall safety and well-being of 
our congregation. The Safety Task Force membership 
includes Church Council members Chris Reimer and 
Connie Brachtenbach, staff members Ruth Roland and Nayiri Karjian, and church members Chris Carlson 
and Sue Prendinger. 

Our ultimate goal will be to establish a Safety Ministry Team, whose primary purpose will be to come up with 
practical plans for helping FCC remain a safe and comforting place to worship. Work is already underway! The 
Safety Task Force is reviewing safety plans that may include an audit of the church by experts who can provide 
input on how we can improve the physical safety of our facility. We are also looking into options for improving 
our ability to communicate various safety related alerts to all parts of the church during various events/activities.  

Additionally, we are exploring options related to how we might increase the safety of 
the congregation during worship service(s), such as closing various access points and 
engaging members of the congregation to act as facility monitors (i.e. be the “eyes and 
ears” for safety). These are just a few examples of what is being discussed. Feel free to 
touch base with Safety Task Force members with your questions or concerns, and please 
watch for further updates in future editions of The Communicator.

Safety Task Force Exploring Improvements at FCC
By Connie Brachtenbach, Vice Moderator and Member of Safety Task Force
brachtenbach.connie@gmail.com

Wolves and Lambs
By Emily Bond, Communications Coordinator
emily@fcucc.org

“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall 
graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  Isaiah 11:6-9

Wolves and Lambs: Advent Devotional 2016 
from the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group is not 
a typical—or tame—Advent devotional. This 
unique collection of Advent devotions will 
push and challenge you through the season as 
much as it will inspire and enlighten you.

Wolves and Lambs begins on the first Sunday 
of Advent (November 27) and includes a 

scripture verse and prayer for each day of Advent and 
Christmas Day. Devotional titles include:
• Wolves Are Coming • Preaching to the Choir
• Locusts and Chocolate  • Rats and Cats Rejoicing Together
• A House for the Homeless Messiah • Holy Applause

Why did the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group choose the 
title Wolves and Lambs? 

“We think the image of a wolf and a lamb lying down together 
should be comforting, yes, even sweet. But it should also 
be deeply unnerving. As the first Christmas was. As this 

one will be, if Isaiah and God—and we—have 
anything to say about it.”

The FCC Office has this Advent 
Devotional available for a suggested 
donation of $5.00. Stop by the office 
(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.) to 
collect a copy.
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Our Christmas Mystery takes its name from the mystery plays or dramas of 
Western Europe which began in the early 10th century and flourished well into the 
1400s. Our musical-drama is a Christmas Pageant combining the biblical accounts 
of the birth of Jesus along with church legends and beloved Christmas carols. It is 
performed each Advent season on the 
Sunday before Christmas.

One unknown in The Mystery is “Who 
will be Mary and Joseph?” We have a 
lovely tradition of secrecy surrounding 
these two people each year--the 
members of the Mystery Committee 
tapping persons in our faith community 

who have contributed outstanding service.
The ceramic figure of the “Bambino” (Christ Child) and the 
censer carried by a Wise Man were acquired in Italy by Dr. 
Alfred A. Blackman’s Family around 
1900 and lent to the church for use in 
the play by the Haney family. In 2009 
the Haney family gifted the family 
heirlooms to First Congregational 
Church. The cruse for myrrh is like 
those from biblical times. In 2010 
the Mystery Committee had the 
“Bambino” repaired and restored to 
its original integrity. In the drama 
the Angel Choir is composed of high school and college-age 

women, and the Seraph’s (lead angel’s) part is sung by one of the church’s excellent female vocalists. 
The Shepherds’ roles are taken by male singers of the church and the Wise Men solo parts carried by 
baritone voices. During the pageant, cherub-children of the congregation come forward and present a 
gift of song before the manger. A cookie and wassail gathering follows in the Founders’ Room.

We hope “The Mystery” opens you to the Deepest Mystery this season!

Save the Date! DECEMBER 18, 4:00 p.m.
By Richard Grebenstein, Mystery Committee Member

sirgreb@gmail.com

THE 105TH MYSTERY PAGEANT
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YOUR CONGREGATIONAL NURSE

January marks the second anniversary 
of my being your Congregational 
Nurse. I’ve loved getting to work with 

many of you, but others may not be quite sure what the 
Congregational Nurse actually does – or whether it’s all 
that important that we have one.  

These are the same questions I had at the outset of 
accepting this position. With our varied care ministries, I 
wondered if a nurse was really necessary.

Exactly what is a faith community nurse?  He or she is 
a registered nurse with a calling to this unique nursing 
specialty.  

Do we really benefit from having such a person on our 
staff? The needs and changes among us (at every age 
and phase of life) seem to grow exponentially. There is 
no realistic way for a few folks in leadership to address 
the increasingly complex and often urgent sets of 
circumstances.

   What does that look like?  The Congregational Nurse 
   • Works closely with the Minister of Pastoral care.
   • Visits folks at home, in the hospital, at other  
  facilities.
   • Texts, emails and makes phone calls to check in 
  with folks.

Many Roles of the Congregational Nurse
By Lesli Weaver, Congregational Nurse
opuntia@juno.com

     Even though many 
                     of us have health care 
                    professionals to consult, it 
                is also true that health care is 
                  becoming more complicated 
                  and access more restricted. 
                 Health and spiritual crisis go 
                  together. 

                    The Congregational Nurse serves as an advocate to 
                  navigate the health system. 

             She keeps up with the ever changing 
           opportunities for support            from the Senior Aging 
       Center, to Medicare/Medicaid, long term care facilities and 
  options for home care. 

      With America’s aging population thriving well into their 90s, the need 
             for pastoral care, combined with skilled nursing, advocates for ethical 
        quality of life.
       As we look to our budget of 2017, it is only fair that the Congregational Nurse be recognized 
   and compensated for the essential support she provides our congregation. Just ask friends and members, 
and they will tell you how the congregational nurse advocated for their care when they were most vulnerable. 

    An excerpt from  
    Rev. Jacque  

Franklin’s 
        “Culture of Care” 

          Sermon, delivered 
on Sunday, October 9.

 • Assesses an individual’s support system – 
  do they have a safety net?
  • Assesses the need for 
 community resources 
 and assists the individual and/or family 
 with needed resources.
  • With their permission, communicates an 
 individual’s needs to the appropriate 
 resources at church – like meal delivery and 
 transportation.
  • Troubleshoots the possible reason(s) 
 behind a sudden change in health, mood, or 
 environment.
  • Monitors recovery from a health crisis.
  • Serves as a support and health resource to 
 family members and caregivers – as well as 
 to pastors, Stephen ministers and visitors.
  • Identifies needs that will continue after 
 recovery from acute circumstances – e.g. 
 visits to maintain connection to the church 
 family.

You may be thinking that other folks do some 
of these things already – and, thank goodness, 
they do.  

What the Congregational Nurse brings that 
others cannot is the ability to interpret an 
individual’s health needs as well as provide 
spiritual care in the context of the current health 
circumstances. And by health, I mean physical, 
emotional, spiritual, social and environmental 
factors.

Even something as simple as a conversation 
or taking a blood pressure after a service puts 
another pair of eyes on our most vulnerable folks. 
So the Congregational Nurse is a collaborative 
adjunct to every other element of our culture of 
care.

I hope that sheds a bit of light on the matter for 
you. Please know I’m available to answer any 
questions that may come up.

With peace and gratitude,

Lesli Weaver
719.271.5243
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HATS AND SCARVES | HIKES AND WALKS

On October  9, an array of magnificent hats, scarves, 
and cowls, created by members and friends of 
First Congregational Church, were blessed by 
Pastor Nayiri and Pastor Jacque. In fact, approximately 540 
hats, scarves, and cowls had been knitted or crocheted! Immense 
thanks to all those who helped with this amazing outpouring of 
generosity and creative talent! The wonderful gifts were handed 
out to homeless veterans at the Stand Down, an annual event 
which took place October 18 at the City Auditorium. Remaining 
items were then distributed to other organizations including 
Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM). One of the groups these gifts 
are donated to told us their clients were thrilled to be receiving 
“something new.” So, just know your work will be loved and 

soooooooo appreciated!
Here is the blessing given by Pastor Nayiri:
Let us pray:  Living Christ, we see your face in our brothers and sisters in need, and we respond by sharing from the 
wealth of gifts with which you have blessed us. Today we give thanks for our knitters and crocheters whose caring hands 
created these hats and scarves to provide warmth and comfort for veterans in need. Bless these hats and scarves that they 
may bless those who wear them. May each be a symbol of your love, a sign of your providence and protection. May our 
hands never tire of doing your work, our hearts never give up hope, and our vision never dim as we work for justice and 
peace for all around the world. Amen. 

An Abundance of Gifts
By Angie Adams, Prayer Shawl Ministry Member

amadams1@mindspring.com

The Health Ministry continues to sponsor Hikes 
and Walks - a group that Howard Ray started 
several years ago. In fact, the participation by 

the group of trekkers has grown significantly in the past three 
years from 45 to 105 people registered to be on the Trekker 
Distribution List! During the 2016 hiking season that began in 
May and concluded in October, there have been an average of 13 trekkers on each of the 20 hikes and walks. 
The trekkers have greatly appreciated the following volunteers for leading the hikes this season: Linda Kittiel, 
Shelia and Roger Bouton, Mary Jane Ray, Angie Adams, Christine Hall, Jim and Jamie Stata, Chris and 
Wilma Steenbergen, Gayle and Jerry Jordan, Bob and Karen Jones, Lisa Mason, Linn Gustafson, Ted Dresie 
and Bob Kelly. 
To see photos of our hikes, please visit Bob Kelly’s photo website: 
https://graphique.smugmug.com/search/?q=hikes&c=photos&scope=node&scopeValue=ZFvDG#c=galleries

Chris and Wilma Steenbergen started the season with a 
fondue dinner in February at their home to help kick off 
discussion and planning for the 2016 hikes. As a grand finale 
event, Angie Adams and Lisa Mason put together an overnight 
New Mexico Excursion to hike the trails on Mesa Prieta in 
Velarde, NM to witness ancient petroglyphs. The hikes during 
2016 have ranged from Easy (1 Boot) to Challenging (3 Boot) 
and have proven to be very popular.  Hikes and Walks will 
start up again in spring, 2017. Please consider joining the fun 
and camaraderie experienced by all participants. Watch for 
announcements of upcoming hikes in The Communicator.

Trekkers Galore!
By Ted Dresie, Hikes and Walks Leader
TederCO@comcast.net

Red Rock Canyon
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Kiskiras is one of 16 muralists on York and 46th Streets 
in Denver. Claire Swinford was awarded the PPAC 
Rising Star Award.
PRAYERS
Joanne Jardine has been in our prayers while 
undergoing three surgeries. Gene Yelken continues on 
hospice care at home. Linda LeMieux continues with 
cancer treatment. Sarah Delwiche’s father, Ron Sele of 
Texas, had surgery and is in continued need of prayer. 
Dolly Eager is recovering from a fall. Pat Shipp broke 
her arm. Howard Ray is recovering from an infected 
foot. Marie Newbrough had testing and treatment and 
is now home from the hospital. Don Drake is home 
recovering from surgery. Judy Jacob’s daughters are 
recovering from the Louisiana flooding where they 
lost their home and possessions. 
CONDOLENCES
Jean Tidball lost her husband, Ron Tidball, on 
September 29. Services are scheduled for November 
5, at 2 p.m. at FCUCC. Carol Miller and family lost 
her husband, Charlie Miller. Services were at FCUCC 
October 12. Ruth Connell lost her husband, Tom, who 
passed August 21. A private memorial service was held 
at FCUCC.

HIKES & WALKS CONT’D | CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Congregational Life (Sept. 11 - Oct. 9)
By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Minister of Pastoral Care
jacque@fcucc.org

THANK YOU 
Worship Service liturgists were 
Alysa Webb, Matthew and Samuel 

Cole, Charles Barber, Connie Brachtenbach, Del 
Hokanson, Mallory Everhart and Ethan Everhart. 
Godly Play facilitators were Carolyn Hill, Marilyn Fife 
and Hope Woodhead. Special musicians were Russ 
Ware, Brian Hofflander, Miriam Giese, Candace Datz, 
Chloe Kemp, Emi Laffely, Ann Rule, Paul Rule, and 
Mandy Todd. KC Worship supporters were Melanie 
Mays, Becky Weiss, Jennifer Ross, Diana Dimara, 
Karen Morris and Vicky Gregor. The Children’s 
Ministry Team and Sid Shelton set up for the 2016 
Rally Sunday. Dawn, Alana and Amber Khederian 
created the signs for the Mission Fair on Sept 18. Scott 
Correa, Lois Benson, Jane Gazal, and Jay Warren 
joined the Confirmation Leaders Team. Jerusha Goebel 
taught lectio divina to the Confirmation class.
CONGRATULATIONS
Christian Ridings was featured in The Gazette on 
September 21. Amy Colwell and David Thompson 
were married at Hillside Gardens on September 
2. Candace Datz was received as a Member in 
Discernment by the Southeastern Association. Ariel 

Fox Run Prayer TreeHike to Rainbow Gulch
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MG&O GRANTS SPOTLIGHT| APOSTLES BUILD

Calling for Volunteers! 
Through Mission Giving & Outreach, FCC will be 
participating in the Apostles Build with Pikes Peak 
Habitat for Humanity, and we're ready to coordinate 
some volunteers. We have five Saturdays from now 
through June of 2017 that we need to fill up with helping hands. For each date we need 10 volunteers.

THE DATES: DECEMBER 3, FEBRUARY 4, MARCH 4, APRIL 22, JUNE 10
You can volunteer for the entire day, or take just a morning shift (8 a.m. to noon) or the afternoon 
shift (1 to 5 p.m.). I've been told that all skill levels are in need. We are asked to provide lunch for all 
FCC volunteers for each date. 
To sign up please visit https://pikespeakhfh.givepulse.com/event/28959-ApostlesInterfaith-Build or contact 
Charlotte Bundgaard (charlotte@trystanphotography.com). Thank you!

Dumaguete Kalauman Center 
for Development, Philippines

By Randy Lindsay-Brisbin, MG&O Member
rbrisbin@lindsayprecast.com

This month we are pleased to spotlight the 
Dumaguete Kalauman Center for Development, 
one of the 29 organizations that received an MG&O 
grant from our congregation in 2016.

The Center is a community-based organization 
located in Dumaguete City, Philippines, that 
spreads God’s love through holistic services and 
programs including educational programs, health 
services, and Christian education for families and 
children. The name Kalauman means “from where 
you can draw hope.”  In addition to supporting 
children’s education and medical needs, the 
Center also works to strengthen partnerships with 

nearby communities to promote opportunities for 
children and families to participate in community 
affairs and to connect parents to employment 
opportunities.

The funds provided will be used for a new building 
project. After 34 years operating in their current 
location, the Center is moving to a new site. The 
new facility will hold office space, classrooms, and 
a multi-purpose room for activities and special 
events to be used by children at Kalauman, their 
families, and the community. It will be a space for 
community engagement and parent involvement, 
and ultimately a place that enables the Kalauman 
Center to continue providing opportunities for 
success to children and families in Dumaguete 
City.

This international project was recommended 
to the MG&O Committee for funding by Global 
Ministries, a program of the United Church of 
Christ and The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Anyone interested in 
learning more about Global 
Ministries and ways in which 
our congregation can become in 
international ministries, please 
contact Randy Lindsay-Brisbin 
at rbrisbin@lindsayprecast.com.



November, 2016 14

FAITH FORMATION IN ADVENT  | USHER MINISTRY

It’s a Family Affair! 
By Del Hokanson, Director of Children’s and Family Ministry
del@fcucc.org

After the positive responses we 
received with the family format we 
planned during Faith Formation 
Hour last Advent, you can anticipate 
a similar structure and shared set of 
activities for your family this advent. 
The purpose of this format is to create:
• shared time with your family away 
 from the hubbub of commercialized 
 preparations.
• an Advent project that strengthens 
 the connection between the rituals at church and the rituals in your home.
• an opportunity to get to know families better and create community.

May the gift and light of Jesus lead our 
hearts to illuminate and shine the bounty 
of God’s love all around us this Advent.

The 
Extravagant 

Welcome 
begins with 

YOU!
 
Are you looking for a way to serve your church community?
Consider the Usher Ministry!

Ushers:
• Create an extravagant welcome for members and visitors 
 from the moment they walk in the doors. 
• Help make the Sanctuary a sacred space.
• Help integrate new comers into our community.
• Provide assistance for those who need it.  

Ushering just once a month is a small commitment that 
makes a big difference! We especially need ushers for 

the 8:30 a.m. service.

USHER APPRECIATION 
BREAKFAST & TRAINING SESSION 

November 19, 2016 | 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Founders’ Room



November, 2016 15

PARENTS OUT PARTYING SOMEPLACE

Rebranding POPS 

(now, Parents Out Partying Someplace)
By Jane Ridings, POPs Coordinator

janeridings@hotmail.com

In January 1999, three FCC 
couples, all parents with young 
children, formed a new fellowship 
group, which for the last 18 years 
has been known as Pooped-Out 
Parents (POPs).  Since that time, 
POPs has expanded in size and 
age range to include single and 
partnered parents of children of all 
ages. As one might imagine, there 
are many of us whose children are 
no longer young. While we might 
still be pooped-out, it’s time to 
redefine our acronym.

POPS members describe 
themselves as “an FCC social 
group for seasoned parents.” 
POPS now stands for Parents Out 
Partying Someplace which pretty 
much describes what we do. We 
continue to recognize that our 
roles as Parents unite us as we 
gather for fun and fellowship (aka 
Partying) at members’ houses or  
someplace else.

Going forward, we still plan to 
meet on the second Saturday 
evening of every even month, 
six times per year. Often, we 
will potluck at someone’s home. 
However, we might try some 
different formats, especially in 
the summer months.

SAVE THE DATE!
Annual POPS Holiday Party

Saturday, December 10, 6 p.m.

Home of 
Jane and Eric Ridings

Look for an e-vite in late November.

IMPORTANT:
GET/STAY ON THE POPS 
MAILING/E-VITE LIST!

To be added to or remain on the distribution list, 
please send an email to janeridings@hotmail.com. 

Even if you have been on the list in the past, after 18 
years, the list needs a lot of tidying up. We are starting 
over!  Please email Jane in the affirmative if you want 
to remain on the list. 

Thank you!

POPS is still going strong and always welcomes new members. 
In fact, now is the perfect time to try our group (or try it again!), 
even if you can only come once a year. We have also encouraged 
the creation of the Young Families fellowship group in our 
congregation, and we recognize that people with young children 
may prefer to attend that group, or may choose to attend both.

For more information about POPS, or to be placed on the mailing 
list to learn of upcoming events, please contact Jane Ridings.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN EARLY FCC HISTORY

After the opening of Japan to Western trade in 1853, Christian missionaries moved into 
the country and established missions. Congregationalists were among them, resulting in the large 
Kobe mission, where D.C. Jencks, later clerk of FCC, worked for 15 years as secretary. Curiosity about 
Western civilization led young Japanese men to pursue studies abroad. Some of them had become 
Christians, and the Congregationalist missionaries must have promoted studies at colleges established 
by their denomination. Colorado College was one of those with FCC its supporting church. It is 
therefore not entirely surprising that in the first 75 years of FCC’s existence, six Japanese men were the 
largest group of non-citizen members. Both a German and a Swiss couple were the sole others.

In 1884 Toyohachi Goto became a member of FCC, followed in 1886 by 
Yew Sawayama, both hailing from Yamaguchi. Sawayama had been at 
the Colorado College in 1885 and briefly returned to Japan from where 
he sent contributions to the College periodical, the Pikes Peak Echo, in 
remarkably well stated English. As far as we can tell, FCC received the 
young men very well, though perhaps in a slightly patronizing manner. 
Pastor Gregg talked about “the gentle boy,” mistaking courtesy for 
kindness. This was however far better than the typical attitudes of the 
time. Goto, who went on to Johns Hopkins in 1887, described with 
barely repressed anger, how he was treated in the streets of Baltimore, 
where some men considered him a “China-man” and refused to give 
directions.

Yew Sawayama, son of a Samurai, 
especially made an impression. The 
Bemis family trusted him to take care of 
their house in the summer of 1886, while 
they were in New England, and he stayed at CC over the summer 
break. When he left in 1887 to study at Amherst, he signed his farewell 
letter to Pastor Gregg with “your affectionate sheep,” making a pun on 
Yew-ewe, which the good pastor very likely missed. 

 In 1891, Hirasse and Nakashima arrived, and they, in traditional 
style, did not declare their first names. It is not known what happened 
to Hirasse, but Nakashima went on to study at Cambridge. Finally 
in 1908 and 1909 respectively, Bunjiro Miyamoto and Michitaira 
Sugimoto were entered into the ledger. Miyamoto, from Hachiman 
Japan, attended the Cutler Academy Prep School and was lost 
from sight. Sugimoto, after special class studies (not bound to the 
academic year) at CC, returned to Akashi in 1911. Apparently, the 
excitement of having foreigners in church had diminished, as there 
are no memorable quotes on any of these four.

A Peek in the Past: The stranger in your midst -1
By Chris Steenbergen, Church Historian  
chris.steenbergen@yahoo.com

Yew Sawayama; from 
CC Special Collections                        

Bunjiro Miyamoto; from 1908 CC 
yearbook The Pikes Peak Nugget
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THE COMMUNICATOR
First Congregational Church
20 East Saint Vrain Street
Colorado Springs | CO | 80903

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We welcome you to contribute to The Communicator!

The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the 
life of our congregation.
Accepted submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and correctness.
Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official 
FCC policy.
DEADLINE for the next issue (December Issue) 
is Tuedsay, November 15, 2016.
Please send to: emily@fcucc.org AND petehokanson@gmail.com

REQUIREMENTS:
 Include author’s name, church role, contact email, and contact telephone number.
 Include a title suggestion and, if desired, photos, etc.
 Full page articles should be a MAXIMUM of 500 words (one page in size 12 font).
   **If articles include photos or graphics, please submit a shorter article.
 Short articles and announcements are welcomed and will be vetted to decide about inclusion.
 May be a MSWord attachment or an email.
 Accepted LATE submissions may be placed in the next edition or may be sent out via weekly e-blast.

THE 
COMMUNICATOR 

IS AVAILABLE
 

  - AT CHURCH
 - VIA EMAIL
 - VIA WEBSITE

www.fcucc.org

First Congregational UCC is an Open and Affirming Congregation. We invite people of 
every age,  ace, marital status, sexual orientation, gender expression, means, ability and 
spiritual tradition to join us in the love of God and neighbor through Christian worship, 
dedication to education and commitment to service.


