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Who We Are

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH is many things.
Spiritually, we are brothers and sisters, united in Christ, dedicated to using our
unique talents and abilities to further His kingdom. Practically, our church is a
source of help and hope to individuals in our city, state and many places around
the world. Personally, we are a unique, diverse collection of individuals from
many backgrounds and beliefs. Historically, we can trace our roots back to the

early 1800’s. We are an architecturally beautiful landmark in downtown
Bowling Green, Kentucky.
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Where We Live

SKY PAC

PLAIN AND SIMPLE, Bowling Green, Kentucky is a great place to live, work
and play. It is currently the third largest city in Kentucky behind Louisville
and Lexington and serves as the center of business, education, industry and
healthcare for approximately 10 counties in South Central Kentucky.
Located within a day’s travel of nearly 60 percent of the U.S. population,
Bowling Green has experienced tremendous population growth and is home
to people from around the world. Bowling Green offers the amenities
usually found in larger cities, while at the same time enjoying the family
atmosphere offered by this scenic and relaxed region of Kentucky. Whether
you prefer the theatre, dance or music or outdoor recreation, the area
boasts a wide variety of options.
The city is home to the Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center, Bowling
Green Chamber Orchestra and Bowling Green Western Symphony
Orchestra. It also has an abundance of cultural activities in or around the
area including Mammoth Cave National Park, National Corvette Museum,
Historic Rail Park and Kentucky Museum to name a few. There are
numerous park facilities including pools, recreation centers, golf courses
and parks with greenways for visitors and families. Bowling Green is the
home of Western Kentucky University and offers other choices for
excellence in education from its K-12 public and private schools.
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Bowling Green and South Central Kentucky are proud to have
attracted some of the country’s big names in Industry. From
2001-2010, the city saw the largest private sector job growth
in Kentucky. The only location to manufacture the Chevrolet
Corvette, Bowling Green is also the headquarters for Houchens
Industries, Fruit of the Loom, Camping World and Holley
Performance Products. All the amenities offered and
continued successes with economic growth coincide with the
city’s efforts to preserve and restore the historical downtown
district which demonstrates that Bowling Green is firmly
rooted in its historic past.

The Railpark Train Museum
L & N Depot

Founded in 1798, on the 30-plus acres of land donated by
Robert Moore, Bowling Green has grown into the third largest
city in Kentucky. In the 1800’s, the city experienced rapid
urbanization due in large part to the growth in its steamboat
commerce and the building of railroads which connected it to
both the southern and northern markets. This urbanization
made Bowling Green a coveted city among fighting Union and
Confederate troops during the Civil War and ultimately
allowed it to prosper after the war as the country entered the
Industrial Revolution.
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In 1906, Henry Hardin Cherry, donated his school, the Southern Normal
School, to the state of Kentucky and stands today as Western Kentucky
University. As industries began to profit and the popularity of the school
increased, Bowling Green began to feel the strain of increased traffic which
prompted the constructed of several major roadways in the area. In 1949,
U.S. Route 31W Bypass was completed to reduce some of the traffic
problems and in turn became a hotspot of new businesses. The 1960’s and
1970’s saw the completion of both I-65 and the Green River Parkway which
continue to aid in attracting new industry to the area. Bowling Green has
garnered many accolades over the years including the 12th spot on Forbes
Magazine’s list of the “Best Small Places for Businesses and Careers” and
was ranked 33rd by the Milken Institute on their list of the top 124 small
cities in their “Best Performance Cities Index 2008”.
First Baptist Church is proud of our city and the role we have played in its
growth and development. We know the opportunities remain plentiful.
Bowling Green is a mission field full of families and individuals in need of
the peace and love that is only found in Jesus Christ. We are a “hospital for
all sinners” that has been in existence since 1818 and remain committed to
spreading the good news to a community, state, country and world that is
starving for hope.
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What We Believe
Our Mission:
We are a community of believers in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior who are seeking to advance God’s
Kingdom through worship, Bible study, missions, evangelism, fellowship and prayer.
Our Vision:
With conviction, demonstrate God’s love in word and deed

Our Purpose:
Moving forward, we seek to be the church and to reach and serve others as exemplified in Acts 2:42-47.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were
together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.”
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Where We Have Been
First Baptist Church
Bowling Green, KY
Organized in 1818

On May 9, 1818, Providence Knob Church of Warren
County dismissed Pastor John Keel to organize a Bowling
Green church. The church added four members on June 13,
1818, making a total of 21 members. The Bowling Green
members held services on an irregular basis, the Saturday
prior to the third Sabbath being its custom. Like most
other Baptist congregations, the members met in various
homes or public buildings. William Warder, the first
regular pastor, was called in March, 1820. Living in
Russellville, he preached once a month at the salary of
$100.00 per year. The church came to be called the Church
of the United Baptists but was popularly known as the
“Main Street Church.”

On May 12, 1830, the congregation purchased its first
property to build a meeting house on the northwest corner of
Center and Main Street. At that time, the church was
comprised with eighty-four members, thirty being slaves and
some non-residents. After William Warder’s death on August
9, 1836, the church sought a full-time pastor. Dr. James
Madison Pendleton accepted a call January 1, 1837, at a salary
of $400.00 per year, but with the understanding that he would
preach two Sundays and hold mid-week prayer services. In
1838, the pastor’s wife, Mrs. Catherine Pendleton’s
disappointment at finding no Sunday School caused her to
attend the First Presbyterian School. This catalyst was
sufficient to organize the members into a Sunday School.
Through sacrificial giving by the 150 members and a nonmember, A.G. Hobson, the new two story brick building
between the south side of Main Street was completed in 1854.
No official records were kept for the church between 1855
and 1866 due to the discord in the nation as its leaders chose
opposite sides. After Dr. Pendleton resigned in December
1849, Thomas Vaughn served from 1858 to 1861. During the
Civil War, Thomas Storts was interim pastor.

The United Baptists, with a membership of about 200 members, left the
Meeting House to relocate to a new building called the Main Street
Baptist Church. Services were held in this location for sixty years
before moving into the 12th and Chestnut building in 1915.
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In 1871, letters of dismissal were given to emancipated slaves
who attended the Court Street Baptist Church of Bowling
Green. Several years later most of those members returned to
the Mother church. On September 6, 1873, it was “moved and
carried that hereafter this church be known or hailed as the
First Baptist Church of Bowling Green”. Two months later that
motion was rescinded, but in October 1874 the church again
accepted the name First Baptist Church. Although Brother
Lunsford and Dr. Dill both urged the church to undertake
building a larger facility, it was January of 1912 when
crowded conditions made it essential. Dr. J. S. Dickey wrote
that despite including all available space on the pulpit and
over the baptistery, “two or three hundred people were
turned away at nearly every service”.
In June, 1915, the congregation moved to its present location
at the southeast corner of 12th and Chestnut Streets. The total
cost of the building, organ and furnishings was $135,304.08.
The building, designed of white limestone, was by Creed
Morgan Fleenor. The citizens of FBC referred to the new
sanctuary as ‘The Great White Temple” because of the sun’s
reflective rays. The membership frequently accepted and
used this nickname. Approximately three hundred members
sat under the scaffolding and attended many services before it
was completed. On June 11, 1915, the new sanctuary of First
Baptist Church was dedicated.

The ladies had been meeting and praying for the nation and
the church for years; however, on Armistice Day in 1918, they
met openly and praised God for victory in the worldwide
conflict during the past few years. First Baptist Church had
been interested in local missions for years. In 1890, the
church erected a mission chapel in Delafield donated by Mrs.
Delafield. That congregation later took the name of Second
Baptist Church and moved to the corner of Adams and Tenth
Streets, then to Eleventh and Center, prior to uniting with the
First Baptist congregation on April18, 1915. During Dr.
Doolan’s pastorate, missions were planted on Fairview
Avenue, Woodford Avenue and Barry Street. Efforts to
establish other churches in the community have resulted in
Forest Park, (constituted in 1953), Eastwood (1953),
Emmanuel (1956), and Andrew (1973).

Leaders of the Past
Pastors
1818
William Warder
1837-1849 Dr. J. M. Pendleton
1849-1850 No Pastor
1851-1857 Dr. J.M. Pendleton
1861
Thomas Vaughn
1861-1865 Thomas H. Storts (Interim)
1865 Henry Ray
1866 George Hunt
1867 J. M. Bent
1875 C. W. Dobbs
1881 J. F. Hardwick
1883 W. M. Riley
1891 W. A. Mason
1893 E. V. Baldy
1899 William Lunsford
1903 J. S. Dill
1911 L. W. Doolin
1916 F. F. Gibson
1918 C. L. Greaves
1923
J. E. Hampton
1928 H. B. Cross
1932
J. O. Williams
1934 R. T. Skinner
1937 Harold J. Purdy
1951 H. Franklin Paschall
1956
Joseph Estes
1961 Othar Smith
1970 Rollin Burhans
1982 Richard Bridges
1997 Mark Hopper

Serving the Church
Through Education and
Administration
Charles Peterson Roy Brigance
Bob Feather

Richard Bridges

Bob Jones

Bill Dick

Harold Lee

Paul Robinson

Temp Sparkman

Rick Parrent
Rodney Vincent

Ministers to Youth
University-Children
and Senior Adults
Ron Williams

Marty Wilkins

Tom Baker

Daryl Hall

Dale Adkins

Marilyn Williams

Jeff Story

Steve Garden

Steve Stewart

Vicky Donelson
John Beach
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The years in the “Great White Temple” witnessed expanded
ministries to the youth and interest in national and world
events. A. B. Barnes organized the BYPU, Baptist Young People’s
Union in October of 1915. During the 1920’s the membership
became increasingly interested in meeting the needs of the
growing college community. Approximately 1000 students
from Western Kentucky Teacher’s College attended a special
Student Night Service in 1923. The following spring some 500
BYPU delegates attended the BYPU Convention in Bowling
Green.
In 1924, the church called the first full-time Educational
Secretary, Davis Cooper. In one year, he led a Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign, held a Daily Vacation Bible School, and
hosted an eight day training school. Capturing his enthusiasm,
Sunday School Superintendent, H. Clay Hanes and his associate,
W. R. Gardner held a city-wide consensus of approximately
1000 home visits. First Baptist added eighty-eight teachers and
officers and had 1077 present for Sunday School.
Composition and titles of the ministry team and staff have
changed through the years to meet the needs of the
congregation. Numerous uniquely gifted men and women have
served in paid leadership positions in administration,
education, children, youth, university and senior adult
ministries. For many years, the individual charged with student
ministries had the title Student Secretary. Faithful to this task
were: Ida Nance, Davis Cooper, Cleo Roberts, John Arnett, Sarah
Rowe and Norma Ann Richards.

Music Leadership of First Baptist Church
Julia Dewey

Katherine Duncan

Bill Keith

Phil Mitchell

Mary Armitage

Jim Jones

Carl Moman

Richard Suggs

Anne Dienes

Jack Duvall

Billy Orton

Bill Thomas (Current Interim)

Mrs. E.L. Williams

David Caudill

Jim Browder

Music has always been at the heart of worship at First Baptist Church. Dr. Baldy’s love for
music encouraged the purchase of a pipe organ, pumped by bellows, for the Main Street
Sanctuary. Harps, violins, and choirs have provided special music throughout the years.
For the first one hundred thirty-eight years, female laity led the choir. In 1956, Jim Jones
became the first Minister of Music establishing a full choir program for all ages.

First Baptist Church Associations
Green River, 1818-1839
Liberty, 1840-1859
Bays Fork, 1858-1870
Barren, 1872-1873
Bethel, 1874-1883
Clear Fork, 1884-1890
Warren, 1890-Present

The Senior Adult Fellowship
was organized in 1972 with Hayward
Brown being the first Director. The
group provides many opportunities for
senior adults in the areas of travel,
crafts, education, fellowship, and
entertainment. Monthly luncheon
meetings are held and an annual
Hayward Brown Banquet is provided as
an evening of enrichment and fellowship
for seniors and their guests.
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Over the years, as ministries grew, so did the physical
size of the church. Additional educational buildings
and facilities were added in 1923, 1950, 1974, 1990,
and 2004. In 1989, the church started a Child
Development Center for Christian daycare. In 1954,
renovations to the sanctuary included lowering the
choir loft, installing a new organ console, and placing
the baptistry behind the loft. As the church was
contemplating the next expansion, disaster struck on
October 14, 1991. A fire, of undetermined cause,
engulfed the sanctuary structure. The church voted
on October 23, 1991, to raze the unstable walls and
rebuild the sanctuary.
For thirty-seven months, the congregation
worshipped at Bowling Green High School and later at
Bowling Green Junior High School. The church’s
insurance and members’ contributions replaced the

sanctuary with a 1500 seat complex, joining two
separate existing buildings to the new sanctuary with
an approximate cost of $9.1 million. Joseph Jones, the
principal architect, sought to retain much of the
original style, using buff brick and plaster to replicate
the limestone façade. On December 18, 1994, the
members met to worship for the first time within the
new building. After Pastor Dick Bridges proclaimed,
“We’re home!” the congregation sang “Amazing Grace”.
On March 5, 1995, members dedicated the new
sanctuary. On March 12, 1995, the new Casavant
Fre’res Opus 3718 Pipe Organ was dedicated. An
additional facility, the Recreation and Outreach Center,
was completed and opened in 2004 with Brent
Neumann as Director. Presently, David Garrett is the
Director of Christian Life Activities.

First Baptist ministry includes a resident membership of 1,641 members as reported in the 2014 Annual
Church Profile. There are six full-time ministers, and a support staff of sixteen, with an annual budget of
$1.3 million. With a commitment to downtown Bowling Green, and south central Kentucky, the church has
specialized ministries to resident populations, including the television audience with weekly programming.
Our Deaf Ministry provides opportunities for worship, prayer, and evangelism through the language and
culture of American Sign. There is an ongoing outreach program to reach the needs of those who own
their homes, but need repairs and upkeep. The members also set aside an annual “ Day of Service” to work
throughout the community as needed. First Baptist Church offers Helping Hands, a food ministry, two days
a week. We also work with other downtown sister churches in meeting various financial needs. There are
worship opportunities for the international population with worship and Bible study for Cambodians,
Vietnamese, and East Europeans. “Celebration Cakes” is a ministry making birthday and special event
cakes for underprivileged children in the community, showing them the love of Christ. “Room in the Inn” is
a ministry shared with other churches for the homeless to eat and sleep at the church on assigned nights.
First Baptist offers help and hope through the ministry to those in Recovery houses in the downtown area.
The congregation of First Baptist Church continues to
change and respond to the needs of the community
we serve. Looking back through the history, the focus
has been and continues to be that we are a community
of believers in Jesus Christ, as Lord and Savior who are
seeking to advance God’s kingdom through worship,
Bible study, missions, evangelism, fellowship and prayer.
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How We Function
The laity, deacons and ministerial staff of First Baptist Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky work cooperatively with one
another to promote the worship of God and to fulfill the Great Commission.
RODNEY VINCENT has been the Minister of
Education at First Baptist Church Bowling
Green since January, 1999. He and his wife,
Jo Lynn, are Kentucky natives, have one son
and two grandchildren. Rodney has
primary responsibilities to coordinate and
implement the business and operational
affairs of the church and to provide
coordination to the church’s education ministries with a focus
on Adults. Rodney also serves as a resource person and staff
liaison to various FBC ministry teams and church leaders. He
seeks to assimilate new members into the life of the church
and equip members to discover and implement their spiritual
gift(s) to the Glory of God.

VICKY L. DONELSON is our Minister of
Childhood Ministries. Vicky received a Bachelor
of Arts degree from the University of Oklahoma
and went on to receive her Masters of Divinity Degree from the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky. Vicky has worked with
children of all ages including preschool, grade
school, an after-school program, a summer
children’s program and has served as a University Ministry Intern
in Oklahoma prior to attending Seminary. She has also taught
many conferences across the state for the Kentucky Baptist
Convention on children and family ministry. Vicky joined the
First Baptist Church staff full-time in August 2001. Vicky is also
the Director of our Childhood Development Center.

Rodney received his undergraduate degree from Murray State
University, Murray, KY (Area in Business Administration) and
the Master of Religious Education degree from The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY and has served
churches in Indiana and Kentucky.

She is married to Andrew Donelson, a native of Bowling Green,
Kentucky and they have two daughters, Rachel and Katie Grace.
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JOHN BEACH serves in several capacities at
First Baptist Church. First and foremost he is
the Minister to Students. His ministry begins
with seventh graders and follows them
through their college experience. John
desires to walk with them in their faith as
they work to own and mature their faith. He
wants them to know what they believe and
why they believe it. He also desires for them to grow in their
relationship with Christ, establish strong relationships with those
inside the church, and influence their friends outside the church.
God has gifted John with abilities and interests that have allowed
him to be part of many activities in the church and in our
community. With a passion for music and sports, it would not be
unusual to find him performing with a praise team, helping train
folks in our recreation facility, or leading devotionals as Chaplain
for area high school football teams. His passion is sharing the
truths of God’s word and enjoying the opportunities to preach in
our Wednesday night worship, as well as, occasional opportunities
in the main service on Sunday morning.
John is a graduate of Western Kentucky University with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Commercial Art. His Masters in the area of Youth
and Family Ministry was earned from The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He and his wife
Vicki have two adult children.

J. DAVID GARRETT serves as our Minister of
Christian Life Activities and Facility Manager.
He is a native of Pennington Gap, Virginia and
graduated from the University of Kentucky in
1991 with a Bachelor of Arts in Family Studies.
While at UK Dave was a walk-on football player
and served twice as President of UK’s
Fellowship of Christian Athletes group.
Dave began his church work in Pennington Gap, Virginia serving
First Baptist Church as Minister of Youth and Education for three
years. Before coming to First Baptist Church in Bowling Green in
2010, Dave served as Minister to Youth at Lexington Avenue Baptist
Church in Danville, Kentucky for 15 years. During his time in
Danville, Dave served 14 years as the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Baptist Campus Minister at Centre College. During his
29 year coaching career, Dave has coached football at Centre
College and track and field at the high school level in Virginia and
Kentucky. Other ministries Dave enjoys leading include: senior
adult, youth and adult fitness programs, preaching and teaching at
Church On Main, leading fitness and personal development groups
at the Warren Co. Juvenile Detention Center and working with the
homeless. Dave and his wife Stacy enjoy teaming up for ministry at
FBC and in the community, working together in Sunday School,
Upward Basketball, Celebrate Recovery, ROC Fit, Church On Main
and high school Track and Field.

DR. BILL THOMAS serves as our interim
Minister of Music. He earned the Doctor
of Music Ministry degree (2005) and
Master of Church Music degree (1993)
from The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky.
Undergraduate studies in music
education came at Reinhardt College
(1984) and Kennesaw State University (1988) in his home
state of Georgia.
Dr. Thomas has served congregations as minister of music
in Madisonville, Hodgenville, Shepherdsville, and
Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Thomas is also currently selfemployed as a Real Estate Sales Agent, Landscape
Designer, a professional bus driver for the Hopkins County
School District and conductor of the Madisonville
Community College Singers. He also serves as director of
the Madisonville Community Messiah Chorus and seasonal
Community Band events.
He is married to Angela Arnold Thomas. They have three
children, Fern , Liam , and Joe.
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How We Relate
First Baptist Church Bowling Green strives to be a Great
Commission church. To accomplish our mission, we work with
and through a wide array of ministry partners. We look forward
to future partnerships that will enhance our vision for ministry.
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International
Flags
in the Hall of
Missions
The 37 flags in this hall represent
countries which First Baptist Church
has supported in missions.
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Then and Now
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Within the Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School is the foundational
strategy for leading people to faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the building
of on-mission Christians through open
Bible study groups that engage people
in evangelism, discipleship, ministry,
fellowship, and worship. The objective
of the FBC Sunday School Ministry is to
connect people through Bible Study
groups that are living and sharing the
gospel! There are numerous
opportunities at First Baptist for the
study of God’s word! While classes are
available throughout the week, a major
emphasis for Bible Study is at 9:4510:45 each Sunday morning.

We have: Preschool Division (infants
through age 5); Children’s Division
(ages 6-11, grades 1-6); Youth Division
(ages 12-17, grades 7-12); University
Students; Adult Division (consists of 20
Bible Study classes for young, median,

and senior adult age levels with co-ed,
men’s, and ladies’ classes).
Other Bible Studies include
International Ministry to Cambodian,
Korean, and Ukraine; Deaf Ministry;
Celebrate Recovery; and CONNECT
(Wednesday evening contemporary
service).
Our 2014 Sunday School enrollment
was 827 and the average attendance
was 387. We are encouraged by the
recent increase in attendance during
this time of transition.

MUSIC
The music at First Baptist covers a variety of
Christian music genres and actively leads in our
worship services as well as special occasion
performances. On any given Sunday you can
worship through our incredible Casavant Fre’res
organ (Opus 3718) as well as praise and worship
music.
Because of the size and acoustics of our beautiful
sanctuary we are host to several concerts each
year including the WKU Symphonic Band Concert,
school concerts, The CenturyMen, Ken Medema,
KBC All- State Children and Youth Choirs, and the
KBC Men’s, Women’s and All-State Chorales.
Music programs offered at First Baptist Church:
-Children’s Choirs
-Youth Choir
-Sanctuary Choir
-Female Ensemble
-Male Ensemble
-Handbell Choir
-Praise Band (CONNECT Band)
-Orchestra
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CHILDREN
On Sunday morning we have Sunday
School classes for infants through
grade 6. Sunday evenings there is
Bible Drill for elementary age
children. Wednesday evenings our
families enjoy dinner and fellowship
with each other. Following dinner,
there are children’s choirs, and
Missions activities which include
Mission Friends, GA’s for girls and
RA’s for boys. These programs run
during the school year and in the
summer we have a variety of
activities on “Wacky Wednesdays”.
Each summer our children attend
Centri-Kid Summer Camp.
First Baptist Church offers many
special events throughout the year to
bring families closer to each other
and closer to God. We have Parent’s
Night Out, Parent/Child events,
Trunk or Treat, Community Easter

Egg Hunt, and various Community
Service Projects.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a
highlight of the summer. First
Baptist Church works hard
providing a fabulous Bible School
including a free family meal and
musical production on the last night.
Our entire church family works
together planning and implementing
Bible study, missions emphasis,
crafts, snacks, and recreation. We
often have an Adult Bible School
event that coincides for parents of
the children and members that are
not working in VBS. Our VBS is a
citywide event that allows us to
engage many children in the study of
God’s word and God’s love.
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STUDENTS
The purpose of our Student Ministry is to draw
students into a priority relationship with Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior and to instill a desire to
bring others into a life changing relationship with
Christ. Our Student Ministry is divided into two
distinct groups: Youth and University.
Our Youth Group (grades 7 through 12) meets on
Sunday mornings for Sunday School and on
Sunday evenings for Youth Choir, Snack Supper,
and Bible Study. On Wednesday evenings, they
enjoy the evening meal with the entire church
family before attending our contemporary
worship, CONNECT, and then break for small
group sessions. Our Youth are involved in many
programs within the life of our church. We have
softball and basketball teams as well as other
athletics/activities in the Recreational Outreach
Center (ROC). They are involved in community
outreach and team building activities. Each
summer they attend camp which is often a
mission or service oriented camp.

Our University Group (University age adults)
meets for Sunday School on Sunday morning and
the Wednesday Night CONNECT service. The
University group holds weekly small group Bible
studies in various off-campus venues. First
Baptist is involved in activities on the WKU
campus. We are currently building strong
relationships with international students on
WKU’s campus, because we believe God has
begun to bring the nations to our door. Our
desire is to build mentoring relationships that
will help strengthen students as they encounter
new challenges in their faith journey.
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INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY

SENIOR ADULT FELLOWSHIP (SAF)

For 33 years First Baptist Church has met the
needs of our multi-cultural community. We
sponsor Sunday School, Bible studies, English
as a Second Language classes, and school
programs for adults and children. Within our
international membership are Cambodians,
Vietnamese, Ukraine, and Koreans. The
Korean Church is constituted and meets in our
facilities.

First Baptist Church has an active Senior Adult Fellowship. The group
encourages each other, celebrates birthdays, sends get well wishes, and
ministers to our homebound members. The SAF meets the fourth Thursday
of each month. The Planning Team schedules programs on and off our church
site and they usually include a meal. One morning a month they meet for
breakfast at a local restaurant. Annual SAF events they look forward to are:
Senior Adult Sunday, Western Regional State Conference, and the Hayward
Brown Banquet.

DEAF MINISTRY
Our Deaf Ministry provides individuals with the opportunity to
worship through American Sign Language. Our Deaf Ministry
Coordinator plans and facilitates a Sunday School Class, VBS,
Wednesday Evening Bible Study and other fellowship activities.
There is an interpreter in our Sunday Worship service as well as
other church events. A Deaf Worship Service is held twice a
month.
20

Outside Our Doors

CHURCH ON MAIN

RECREATIONAL OUTREACH CENTER (ROC)

In 2011, First Baptist Church and Hillvue Heights Church, in Bowling Green, came together with the
mission to target the west end of Bowling Green with the message of Jesus Christ.

Our church is able to minister to the whole person: physically, mentally, spiritually, and socially.
Recreation in ministry, founded on Godly principles, is a way in which the church can touch all aspects
of your life. At First Baptist we want to provide a place to have energy restored and be refreshed in a
healthy diversion from the stresses of life. Salvation brings new life to the believer.
The ROC offers ROC Fit, Better Life Fitness, YOGA, Zumba, indoor walking track, basketball courts and
fitness facility just to name a few. There is a café and game room, along with the use of the courts and a
bounce house, available for party rentals and special children’s events.
In working with several area recovery
houses, we offer a physical outlet to
help in overcoming addiction. First
Baptist Church partners with other
churches in Bowling Green to offer
Upward Basketball and Upward
Cheerleading. We house the
homeless during the winter through
the Room in the Inn program. At the
ROC there are just too many activities,
opportunities and events to list. The
ROC is well used by our church family
and the entire Bowling Green
community.

The two congregations worked together to re-launch a struggling church that was originally a mission
church of First Baptist. First Baptist and Hillvue remodeled the sanctuary and developed a worship
opportunity that matched the needs of the church and the surrounding community. Church on Main,
located on West Main Street, was opened! It started with a Sunday morning worship opportunity and
added an education component. First Baptist members often attend and support the services as well as
assist with Vacation Bible School, social events, Back to School Bash, and assist in meeting the needs of the
families in the community.
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER (CDC)
AND EMMANUEL PRESCHOOL
The First Baptist Church Child Development Center (CDC) has
operated for many years, serving many children throughout the
Bowling Green area. The purpose of the CDC is to extend the
ministry of First Baptist Church by providing care, education,
moral and spiritual guidance and a family ministry for each
child enrolled. The CDC seeks to accomplish this purpose by
implementing age appropriate curricula that integrate
Christian values. Most importantly, the CDC will treat each
child and family as valued individuals.
Emmanuel Preschool is a 46 year old ministry of First Baptist
Church. The program is a Type 1 licensed center providing
care for children. These children are in a safe, loving
environment that also helps with early childhood development.
They participate in Stars for Kids NOW, USDA Federal Nutrition
Program, Kentucky Safe Childcare Assistance Program, Foster
Grandparents, United Way, and Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library Program.
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COMMUNITY MISSION SERVICES
First Baptist Church serves the Bowling Green Community in many ways. Our Day of Service includes
a day of mission and community projects as well as ongoing activities throughout the year. These
projects are planned, organized, funded, and completed by First Baptist members. These include
handicap ramp construction, home improvements, maintenance, Red Cross Blood Drive, and much
more. We have a Prayer Shawl ministry. Members knit and give beautiful shawls to those needing
prayer and support. Our Helping Hands ministry distributes groceries twice a week and we
participate with other churches in Meals, Inc. in preparing and delivering meals throughout the
community. With other downtown churches we participate in the program, Churches United in Christ
Help Ministry, which provide those in need assistance for utilities, medication and transportation, etc.
First Baptist Church participates with the Room In The Inn program providing meals, housing, and
fellowship to the homeless. We provide support and programs for several Recovery Homes in our
church neighborhood. With referrals from social workers and centers, our Celebration Cakes
ministry makes special birthday cakes for children in our community who otherwise would not
have a birthday cake.
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Where We Are Going
Through listening to our congregation, we have identified
several specific needs and goals for the near future.
GROWTH IN ATTENDANCE – As is the case with many Baptist
churches, FBC Bowling Green has experienced a decline in
attendance. Recent
congregational gatherings
brought to light hurdles
that we are eager to
address to reverse this
decline. Two of our most
valuable assets are the
facilities we enjoy and the
ability we have to build
relationships. We are convinced that the growth of FBC is
dependent upon our success in building Christian
relationships outside the walls of the church.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH – The Children’s and Youth Ministries
are essential to ensure the continual growth and vitality of
FBC, Bowling Green. We recognize that the continued
enhancement of programs within these ministries is critical for
these young impressionable members as well as those looking
for a place to connect.

Emphasis in these areas should continue to be supported by
our membership and we believe it is imperative that our new
pastor embraces efforts to reach the children and youth of our
community.
MISSIONS – Mission-mindedness is a rallying point for FBC
and we remain focused on impacting both local and
international missions. To date, we have supported mission
work in over 30 countries around the globe. FBC’s body of
believers feels the Lord has led them here to serve Him and are
eager to use their gifts to spread the Good News.
WORSHIP – Experiencing God
is the goal of our worship and
we always need to come with
expectant hearts. At FBC,
Bowling Green, we enjoy one
multigenerational service on
Sunday mornings. This service
is unique in that it includes both traditional and contemporary
elements. Our membership recognizes the need for enhancing
this blended service to attract younger generations in efforts to
grow both our church and God’s Kingdom.

BETTER COMMUNICATIONS – It is critical that we use
technology more effectively to communicate important
information to our
membership and the
community we live in. The
Sunday morning service is
broadcast on television and
is an effective medium
to share God’s love outside
the church walls. Because
this is such an important ministry, decisions have been made
to invest in new equipment that allows us to broadcast
digitally, stream live and archive to the web. Discussions are
underway to revamp our website as we understand that this
tool is a highly used entry point into the life of churches for
those seeking a place to plug in. Also, knowing the impact
social media has in today’s society, we anticipate increasing
our use of these outlets to disseminate information about our
church.
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Who Will Lead Us
Our First Baptist Church family is looking forward
to a Pastor who:






Commitment to evangelism
has strong preaching skills;
is spiritually mature;
is outgoing and friendly; and,
leads in compassionate pastoral care.

Our church is seeking a pastor who can be
described as a person with a servant’s heart and
has genuine love for all people.
As we approach our 200th anniversary, our next
Pastor should value our history and share in our
vision for the future. Our next pastor should
actively seek God’s will and direction for our
church. He should help people develop their
spiritual gifts and encourage people to apply those
gifts in their daily lives. We are uniquely blessed

to be unified in our church purpose despite our
differing theological, ethnic and cultural
backgrounds.

We love and support our ministers, and believe we
have an excellent staff. Our future pastor will need
administrative and management skills to be able to
work cooperatively with his staff to develop a true
team approach that will produce effective
ministries. We are looking for a pastor who will
humbly seek divine guidance and work with our
staff, and this body of believers, to discern God’s
specific mission for the future of First Baptist
Church Bowling Green; thus, leading us to faithfully
fulfill His calling.
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Appendix
Timeline of Significant Events in the History of First Baptist Church
1818
First Baptist Church was first envisioned by
the pastor from Providence Knob Baptist
Church. Pastor John Keel resigned from that
church and with the assistance of four
members began the work of organizing what
is now the First Baptist Church, Bowling
Green, KY. The church was located at the
northwest corner of Main and Center
Streets, and it was called the “Meeting
House”. The first pastor was William Warder.

1833
Sunday School - The minutes of January,
1833 from Bowling Green Baptist Church
indicate a Sunday Sabbath School was
started in the Meeting House.

1837
Dr. J.M. Pendleton became the full time
pastor for the church with a twenty year
tenure, resigning in 1857. He was not acting
pastor from 1849-1852, however, as he was
a teacher of theology at Union College
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1854

1874

1899-1903

The United Baptists, with a
membership of about 200
members, left the Meeting House
to relocate to a new building
called the “Old Brick Church” on
Main Street. The services
remained in that building for
sixty-one years.

First Missionary Prayer Group
was organized.

William Lunsford

1857

1883-1891

Three pastors served from 1858
to 1866: Thomas Vaughn,
Thomas H. Storts and
Henry Ray.

1866-1868
George Hunt

1867-1875
J.M. Bent

1873
The name of the community of
faith became First Baptist
Church.

1916-1918

1928-1931

1937-1951

F.F. Gibson

H.B. Cross

Harold J. Purdy

1932-1936

1875-1880

J.O. Williams
In 1934, Dr. Williams was
granted a leave to serve on
the Sunday School Board of
the Southern Baptist
Convention.

C.W. Dobbs

1881-1883
J.F. Hardwick

W.M. Riley

1903-1911
J.S. Dill

1918-1923

Service was broadcast on
radio for the first time.

C.L. Greaves

1923-1927

1891-1893

1947

J.E. Hampton

W.A. Mason

1891
First formally organized
Women’s Missionary Union
chapter.

1893-1899
E.V. Baldy

1934-1936

1911-1915

Dr. R.T. Skinner completed that
tenure until 1936.

L.W. Doolin

1924
The Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign
was one of the most
epochal events in the
First Baptist history.

1941

There was a new emphasis to
include college students and
work with Baptist Student
Union on the Western
Kentucky Teachers College
Campus.

1950
A new church annex was
completed and dedicated.
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1951-1955

1956-1960

1961-1969

1970-1981

1980

1984

1997-2014

H. Franklin Paschall

Joseph. R. Estes

Othar Smith

Rollin S. Burhans

The Deaf Ministry was organized
offering interpreted and deaf-led
services, discipleship studies,
prayer groups, revivals,
workshops, American Sign
Language classes and fellowship
activities.

Television Ministry was organized
to offer a Sunday worship service
to the community by way of
television on Sunday mornings.

Dr. Mark Hopper

1951

1956

1963

1972

The choir loft was
renovated and
baptistry was
relocated.

The first telecast of
the First Baptist
worship service.

Jack Duvall became
Minister of Music.

Senior Adult
Fellowship was
organized to minister
to senior members by
promoting Fellowship,
Christian
relationships, spiritual
growth, care and
support.

1955
First Baptist Church
purchased land for
parsonage and
parking.

1956
The West Main Baptist
Church Mission moved
into a new building
and was constituted as
the Emmanuel Baptist
Church with a
membership of fortynine members.

1966
Former pastor Dr. H.
Franklin Paschall was
elected President of
Southern Baptist
Convention.

1966
New program was
inaugurated, Family
Night, on Wednesday
evenings.

1973
Plans for the
Education Building
were presented to the
church. Richard W.
Bridges was the
Minister of Education.

1982-1996
Richard W. Bridges

1991
October 14, a fire destroyed the
“Great White Temple” building.
Services were held in local
schools until returning to the
newly constructed Sanctuary on
the same site.

1993
Celebrated 175 years of Ministry
at First Baptist Church

1982
International Ministry was
organized to work with the
Cambodian refugees. The Ministry
has grown to include ESL (English
as Second Language) classes and
services for the Cambodians,
Vietnamese, Korean and Ukraine
groups. Citizenship classes and legal
services are offered through this
ministry.

1994
Church services began in the new
sanctuary on December 18, 1994.

1995
The new Casavant Fre’res Opus
3718 Pipe Organ was dedicated in
the new First Baptist Church
sanctuary.

2000
First female deacons were elected
to serve.

2004
Recreation and Outreach Center
(ROC) opened to the public

2012
Connect-A multi-generational
event was organized focusing on
connecting people with friends,
faith and family at First Baptist
Church. Weekly meetings are
scheduled on Wednesday
evenings.
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Seeking God’s Will:
Nothing more,
nothing less,
nothing else
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