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 We believe this happens best when we: 

REACH people with the Gospel 

LIVE in community 

GROW in our faith 

EQUIP people to serve 

HONOR God in everything 

Core Values: 

 Bible Centered Preaching and Teaching 

 Strong Families 

 Godly Servant Leadership 

 Missions: World and Local 

 Community/Relationships  

WOODBURY COMMUNITY CHURCH 
exists to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus  
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Woodbury Community Church 
Annual Business Meeting Agenda 

January 28, 2018 
 

Praise and Worship     Jason Nygren 

Call to Order and Opening Prayer   Dave Haveman 

Approval of 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes Dave Haveman 

The State of Woodbury Community Church Pastor Brian Schulenburg 

Ministry Stories from 2017    Various 

2017 Financial Report    Jeff Haugen 

Election of Officers      Dave Haveman 

Presentation of 2018 Budget   Jeff Haugen 

Adoption of 2018 Budget    Jeff Haugen 

Prayer       Congregation 

Adjourn       Dave Haveman 

  
  The following are nominated for Board Positions: 

  
 Office    Term   Name 

Moderator   (1 yr)   David Haveman  

Clerk    (1 yr)   Kari Bennett 

Treasurer   (1 yr)   Jeff Haugen 

Board Member  (1 yr)   Bob Hanson (replacing Sue Drehmel) 

Board Member  (3 yr)   Heather Gates 

Board Member  (3 yr)   Shane McNamara 

  

  The following are continuing in Board Positions: 

  
Board Member  (2 yr)   Dan Beran 

Board Member  (2 yr)   Tom Nelson 

Board Member  (1 yr)   Grant Snyder 
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Woodbury Community Church 
Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 

January 29, 2017 
 
Call to Order and Opening Prayer:  Meeting called to order at 6:11 pm by Board of Elders Moderator, 
Dave Haveman.  Dave opened the meeting in prayer. 
 
Attendance:  57 members and 9 non-members were in attendance.  
 
Approval of the 2016 Meeting Minutes – Dave Haveman   
A motion was made, seconded and approved to dispense with the reading of the 2016 meeting 
minutes. 
 
There was no discussion or changes to the meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the 2016 meeting minutes as written. 
 
There was discussion around the tables about how WCC has been a blessing in peoples’ lives this 
year. 
 
The State of Woodbury Community Church (WCC) – Pastor Brian Schulenburg 
 
1) 2016 has been a hard year for churches and for believers to share the gospel. 
2) 2016 was a year of good-byes due to moves, retirements, illnesses, etc.  Our attendance figures show 

that.  Attendance has not changed much in 2016.  Newcomers have found their way to WCC, however, 
and that is exciting! 

3) There has been incredible, radical giving in 2016.  Our budget was met and we gave to many special 
projects over the year. 

4) Thank you for serving the Lord and volunteering so faithfully! 
5) Mens’ and womens’ ministries are in a great renewal time. 
6) Graduated the first class of the School of Discipleship. 
7) Mentored a group of men from WCC who feel called to vocational ministry. 
8) Visitor Experience Team is working hard to make WCC feel like a welcoming place. 
9) Staff is a blessing to Pastor Brian.   

 
Ministry Stories from 2016—how has WCC been a blessing to you this year? 
 
1) Anna Bulman—found WCC when searching for Awana sites.  She and her son Oliver are making WCC 

their new church home.  
2) Richard Minette—thankful for the people of WCC who walked alongside of him and genuinely loved 

him as he struggled with his heroin addiction.  He’ll be clean and sober for 1 year on February 12th, 
Brenda’s birthday!  

3) Bryan & Kelli Glover—attending since late summer.  Moved here from Austin, TX.   Found WCC in a 
Google search for churches near them.  Found the website and it worked well!  They liked what they 
saw and agreed with what they read.  They feel like they’ve found their “family” after moving away 
from their home.  Attended the membership class the 2nd week they were here and became members 
the next week.   They are very thankful for how they’ve been welcomed here at WCC.   

Page 3 



Woodbury Community Church  2017 Annual Report 

 

4) Sara Lein—shared a short Kozefo video.  How has WCC impacted this work in Haiti? 
a)    3 boys from the orphanage now make WCC their church home. 
b)    There are a total of 115 students and 38 of them are sponsored by people associated with WCC. 
c)    Cool tech lab that is very rare in Haiti was a gift prompted by a WCC member. 
d)    5K is held here at WCC. 
e)    46 WCC members have been to Haiti with Kozefo. 
f) What’s next?  Grades 1-7 are already at the school and they are adding grade 8 next year.  Need 

licensure for 9th grade and up.  Added field trips, Bibles have been distributed, have started a 
scholarship fund for 2 girls who have moved on to high school.  Sara and the students are so 
thankful for the encouragement and support from the people here. 

5)    Jason Nygren—working with the WCC small group ministry.  How people connect at WCC is what he’s 
focusing on.  Where do we hope to go?  We want our small groups to be the core of what we do here; 
where people find their home; where community happens; and where spiritual growth happens.      
We want a small group for everyone.  We have a need for more leaders! All but 1 of our groups is at 
capacity.  Pray about your involvement, pray about being a leader, pray about all the people that walk 
through our doors this year and how they will be discipled. 
    

A Vision for the Future of WCC – Pastor Brian Schulenburg and Dave Haveman 
 
1)   Evangelism 

a) We believe our world looks more and more post-modern.  Methods have to change, but the      
message doesn’t change.  Pray that the Lord would increase our faith; that what God could do in 
the early church, He could do now.  Pray asking God to help us be obedient to the Spirit.  Training 
in the fall in apologetics and evangelism.  Dive in deep to learn what it will take to reach the next 
generation for Christ. 

b) Go more public with our faith on social media and less public with our politics.  Clips from the   
sermons will be available to share on social media.   

c) Evangelism should be our #1 goal.   
2)    Fellowship 

a) Hospitality is so important.  Be intentional about meeting new people, introducing them to others 
and helping them to get plugged in. 

b) Summer lunches, thanks to Grant Snyder.  With only 1 service, it was a great way for people to 
meet others that attend the other service the rest of the year. 

c) Supper clubs 
d) Visitor Experience Team—in the process of going through options of refreshing the church    

building. 
3)    Discipleship 

a) Steps of discipleship important to teach.  We will be using a LifeWay Curriculum called Disciples 
Path.   

b) School of Discipleship starting again in the fall. 
c) Apologetics class in the fall. 

4)    Service 
a) Need a system to track and train volunteers 
b) Lack of volunteers—we need more hands on deck 
c) Developing people to take on some different roles. 

5)    Worship 
a) People really liked the 1 service in the summer to worship as a whole body.  We will be looking at 

ways to make that happen in different ways in 2017.  
b) Worship team prays before the 1st service; if others would like to join them to pray for the service 

and activities of the week, that would be great. 
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2016 Financial Report – Jeff Haugen 
 
1) Jeff Haugen reviewed the year-end financials.  
2) Applause for the final numbers of 2016.  General giving came in about $6,000 over budget. 
3) Monthly giving was very consistent in 2016 and is appreciated by the treasurer. 
4) There were several projects that people gave to as well.   
5) Trend since 2010 has been mostly upward and continued in 2016.   
6) Cash: $79,766 in the bank. 
7) No mortgage debt.  In a very healthy financial position. 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the 2016 year-end financials. 
 
Election of Officers – Dave Haveman 
 
Dave presented the slate of nominations for the open board positions: 
1) Moderator – Dave Haveman 
2) Treasurer – Jeff Haugen 
3) Clerk – Kari Bennett 
4) Board Member (3 year term) – Dan Beran  
5) Board Member (3 year term) – Tom Nelson 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to close the nomination process. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to elect the slate as presented. 
 
2017 Budget – Jeff Haugen 
 
1) Jeff Haugen presented the proposed 2017 budget with the following highlights: 

a) Thanks to the budget committee  
b) 4% increase—about $15,000 
c) Facility expense up by 8.6% to maintain building 
d) Decrease in insurance by switching companies 
e) Increased utilities to cover internet upgrade 
f) Publicity is up substantially for social media advertising 
g) Missions budget is 37,652, which is 8.8% more than 2016. 
 

2)    Current WCC staff and families stepped out and Jeff reviewed the proposed salaries for the staff. 
A motion was made, seconded and the 2017 budget was unanimously approved as proposed. 
 
The meeting finished with a prayer circle. 
 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn the meeting in prayer at 8:14 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Nancy Bauman on behalf of  
Kari Bennett, Clerk 

Page 5 



Woodbury Community Church  2017 Annual Report 

 

Board of Elders Activity Report 
Respectfully submitted by Dave Haveman, Moderator 
 
• The Board of Elders held monthly meetings throughout the year on the second Thursday of 

each month.  We began and ended each meeting with prayer for God’s guidance with regard 
to decision-making, and the Board spent time during each meeting in prayer for issues related 
to specific individuals or our church as a whole.  Standard items at each board meeting         
included the approval of the prior meeting’s minutes, review of ministry reports, and a       
comprehensive update of the monthly and year-to-date financials.  Other topics requiring the 
Board’s attention were discussed and addressed on a month-to-month basis.  The Board of 
Elders interviewed several new members throughout 2017.   

 

• The Woodbury Community Church 2017 Annual meeting convened on January 29, 2017.   In  
addition to the business items, testimonies were shared by members and congregants, and a 
vision for the future was outlined by Brian Schulenburg and Dave Haveman.  The 2017 budget 
was presented by Jeff Haugen.  Members approved the 2017 budget and elected the following 
officers to the Board of Elders for 2017:  Dave Haveman, Moderator (1 year), Kari Bennett, Clerk 
(1 year), Jeff Haugen, Treasurer (1 year), Dan Beran, Board Member (3 years), Tom Nelson, Board 
Member (3 years).   

 

• At various times throughout the year, the Board of Elders were encouraged to fast and pray 
about God’s will before decisions were made.  Tom Nelson led the effort to send regular       
devotionals to the Elders in between monthly meetings. 

 

• Executive Board Sessions (staff dismissed) were held when necessary to review items related 
to the pastoral staff.  These sessions were not a regular/monthly staple and would be held   
prior to or after the regular board meeting on an as-needed basis.  

 

• Brian, Darrin, Liz and Jason worked with the Board to continue developing organized systems 
and job descriptions for the ministries & positions associated with WCC.  Eleven main areas of 
ministry were identified, with multiple sub-ministries under each heading.  The Board will be 
working with the pastoral staff in 2018 to further assess many of these areas. 

 

• In April, the Board interviewed and approved Joe Dellaria for an internship position at WCC.  
His one-year internship included the following areas of assistance & responsibilities under the 
direction of Brian:  Developing discipleship pathways for spiritual growth, overseeing adult  
Bible fellowships, and assisting Jason with small-group ministries.   

 

• Using memorial giving and additional funding from the Hargis family, a new Rainbow Playset 
was installed and dedicated in April in honor of Joan Hargis.   A lunch coincided with the    
dedication ceremony.  

 

• Regular maintenance of the church facility was overseen by Jim Nygren and his team of       
volunteers.  New windows were installed in the staff/board meeting room, the restrooms were 
updated, and our parking lot received necessary work to avoid costly deferred repairs:  Cracks 
filled, fresh sealcoat, curbs rebuilt, and new lines painted.  A team of volunteers began the 
work of repainting the interior of the church at the end of 2017.  The Board decided to proceed 
with painting due to the condition of the walls combined with the fact that we had volunteers 
performing the labor.  Other costs related to aesthetics (i.e. carpet for stage, furniture for    
lobby, interior signage, etc.) were put on hold due to budget constraints.  

 

• Late in the year, the Board approved expanding the menu for electronic giving.  In 2018, the 
church can expect to see options such as text-to-give or using a smart phone to scan a QR 
code. 
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• The Board appointed a Budget Committee to make recommendations for the 2017 budget.  
Members of that committee included Jeff Haugen, Brian Schulenburg, Dave Haveman, Dan 
Beran and Scott Bennett.   

 
• With a huge month of December, the approved 2017 budget was nearly met ($388k actual     

vs. $392 budget).  Thank you to members, non-members and visitors for your faithful and    
sacrificial giving.     

 
• Related to budget bullet above, by September of 2017, the Treasurer report included a        

worrisome picture of current and future finances for WCC.  The bank balance had dipped to 
$40,000 (from $80,000 in December of 2016), and the year-to-date giving was significantly  
under budget.  Based on trends, the Board was aware that the end-of-year giving would likely 
rebound for the current budget year.  However, the research performed by the Treasurer     
projected that giving from “regular givers” in 2018 would be down by another $40,000 from 
2017.   As such, the Board and Budget Committee met several times to discuss fiscally sound 
options for a 2018 budget.  After much prayer and fasting, the following changes were decided 
upon and approved unanimously by the Board of Elders (More details and FAQs in the WCC 
December Letter sent via email – Please ask Linda O’Keefe if you need a copy): 

 
 An Associate Pastor Role was created and offered to Darrin Geier.  Darrin accepted this 

position and his job duties expanded to coordinate all children and youth ministries.  
This decision was budget neutral. 

 The role of Children’s Minister was eliminated, effective December 31, 2017.  The layoff 
had a budget impact of -$20,300.  WCC, and the board, are incredibly thankful to Liz 
Nelson and her work with children and families at WCC. 

 The Worship Director hours were adjusted from 20 hours per week back to 15 hours per 
week, effective December 31, 2017.  Budget impact is $4,700. 

 WCC Staff will not attend the 4C’s Annual Conference.  Budget Impact: -$1,100. 
Buildings and Grounds Maintenance spending will be reduced by $3,000. 
Various line item reductions:  -$1,300.   
 

• With the above changes, the staff at WCC immediately went to work to cover the loss of hours 
and paid personnel.  Credit all involved for their dedication to make sure our ministries are  
covered as we hit 2018.  Several volunteers have already stepped up to fill gaps and lead – 
thank you!  If you feel like you can contribute to ministry areas in some way at WCC, please 
reach out to me, Brian, Darrin or Jason to express an interest.  Each member and congregant  
is uniquely gifted and we need your help as we look to continue programs or develop new   
initiatives in 2018.   

 
• The Board also appointed a Nomination Committee to pray and recommend 3 board members 

to replace Holly Price, Bob Hanson and Sue Drehmel (final year of a 3-year term).  That        
committee comprised Greg Faessler, Lori Halbur, Dave Haveman, Sue Drehmel and Brian  
Schulenburg.   Shane McNamara and Heather Gates have accepted nominations for 3-year   
positions on the Board.  Bob Hanson has accepted the final year from Sue Drehmel’s term.   
The 3 officers on one-year terms (Dave Haveman, Jeff Haugen and Kari Bennett) have agreed 
to stay on in the roles of Board Moderator, Treasurer, and Clerk, respectively.   

 
• With gratitude, I’d like to express my thanks to the Board of Elders and the time they spent on 

business and vision for Woodbury Community Church in 2017.  The same goes for the various 
committee members and other volunteers who have sacrificed time and other commitments 
to lead and help with ministries and projects at WCC.  I’m looking forward to continuing the 
work God has for Woodbury Community Church in 2018 and beyond. 
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Senior Pastor’s Report 
 

1 Peter 4:10 says, “10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 
 

Throughout 2017, we have encouraged the Woodbury Community Church family to use the  
gifts that God has given to each one of us to honor Him, to serve others, and to advance Christ’s 
Kingdom.  
 

At our Annual Meeting in January we talked about the fantastic things that could happen if we 
used our gifts to serve the Lord. Over the course of the year we developed dozens of volunteer  
job descriptions, we hosted an event called IMAGINE, where we encouraged you to imagine the 
great and awesome things that might happen here if we live our lives in obedience to Christ. We 
spent time on Sunday mornings exploring what the Bible had to say about the church, about   
spiritual gifts and about evangelism. We saw the mighty work of the Holy Spirit in the New  
Testament church and asked what might happen if we were yielded to the Holy Spirt. And, in 
many ways, over the course of 2017, we have seen God do awesome things. We have also  
experienced opposition and trials as we have sought to honor God by making more disciples  
for Jesus Christ.  
    

It is in those difficult times, that I am reminded of the words of James in James 1:2-4.  
 
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 

2017 was an interesting year. We struggled with our finances for most of the year, and then ended 
the year with our highest giving of all time. We began the year with strong attendance, and over 
the course of the year saw our attendance dwindle with several families being transferred out of 
the Twin Cities for work and others who simply moved away from Woodbury Community Church. 
We continued to develop new leaders with several transitions in key volunteer roles. We were 
blessed as Grant Snyder and Joe Dellaria made their preaching debuts – both doing stellar jobs. 
We graduated one of our largest classes of high school students. We experimented with a service 
called MIDDAY and began using our new video equipment which allowed us to minister to hun-
dreds of more individuals around the world. We were saddened by the deaths of some dear indi-
viduals and rejoiced in the weddings and the births of many other individuals. We made the diffi-
cult decision to reorganize our staff based upon projections for 2018. We saw God’s faithfulness in 
the ways that our staff responded with grace, dignity and faith. God continues to work in and 
through WCC and I believe the church’s best days lie ahead.  
 

I continue to feel blessed almost every day by the people of God at Woodbury Community 
Church. You continue to demonstrate what it means to walk in a God-honoring way, sacrificially 
giving of your time, your talents and your resources for the glory of God. Thank you for the contin-
ual love that you have poured out toward me. The rest of this report deals with the various aspects 
of my role at WCC.  
 

Developing Leaders 
 

The Bible calls pastors to be people who equip the saints for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:12). 
The longer that I pastor the more convinced I am that developing leaders is one of the most im-
portant tasks in my life. In 2017 God continued to allow me to walk alongside of many current and 
emerging leaders.  
 

Whether at a coffee shop, the church library, our staff meetings, or a home, the meetings that I 
had with leaders were a blessing to me. It was in early 2017 that Joe Dellaria asked me if he could 
serve as our Discipleship Intern. I had no idea what a blessing that Joe’s ministry would be to me 
and to Woodbury Community Church. Joe has a passion for seeing the church become more  
effective in our call to honor God by making more disciples for Jesus Christ. I think Joe has been  
as much of a blessing to me as I have been to him. It’s been a joy to watch Joe work alongside 
several men in our church in teaching them the 10 Convictions of a Disciple of Jesus.  
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I have had the chance to meet with several other church members in a mentoring relationship in 
2017. I count these meetings as a joy. It’s great to see how God is working in the lives of different 
people at WCC. 
 

Three of our church families had the opportunity to go through the Northstar Church Multiplica-
tion Center’s, The Call, program to determine where they best fit and flourish in ministry. This was 
a blessing in their life and helped bring clarity to what God is doing in their lives. 
 

In my larger role within the Body of Christ, I get to meet with pastors from different churches. So 
many of them tell me that what we have experienced with people preaching their first sermons 
ever at WCC is so unique. In the past ten years we have had over a dozen people preach their first 
sermons in our pulpit. Some of those people are now pastors at different churches around the 
Twin Cities. Some are serving God in key roles at different churches. Others are serving in key roles 
at WCC. Many of my friends comment that WCC is a sending church. As a church we have planted 
three churches and sent out a number of missionary and ministry families. I love the way God uses 
WCC. 
 

In August, after eight years of leading the Northstar Center for Church Multiplication, which is the 
church planting arm of the CCCC’s in the Upper Midwest, I turned leadership over to Dan Schauer. 
Dan is the pastor of our first church plant, New Heights Community Church in Inver Grove Heights. 
I continue to mentor a number of the pastors in our Northstar group, and work with a number of 
other pastors throughout the Twin Cities.   
 

All three of our church plants had major changes this year. The Lord opened the door for 
Palmwood Church in Oviedo, Florida to begin meeting at the Oviedo Mall. I visited the church in 
February and was so impressed by the impact that they are making and the new people who are 
being added to the church family. Living Pathway Church became The Why Church and began 
meeting at the Hudson YMCA. That change only lasted a few months. The YMCA was not a good 
fit for the church. They then became Living Road Church and began meeting at a local restaurant. 
In December, God brought Living Road Church together with The River Church. The two churches 
combined and are now Living Road Church and they meet in Hudson Prairie Elementary School.  
I believe the combination of these churches will be a good thing. Matt Milligan will be the Lead 
Pastor. Tony Rambo, who had been the pastor of The River Church will be a key leader. New 
Heights Community Church is now meeting in Mount Bethel United Methodist Church in Inver 
Grove Heights. They have grown more than 50% this year! I am so proud of the work that all three 
of our daughter churches are doing.  
 

WCC Staff Team 
 

I continue to believe that we are blessed with a special staff. I had the chance to volunteer for  
part of the year with our Student Ministries. What a joy it was for me to spend time with my high 
school aged sons. From first-hand experience I can tell you that Darrin Geier is a gem. We don’t 
know how spoiled we are to have someone with Darrin’s maturity, creativity and passion. He  
continues to faithfully serve our students and their families in a way that is God-honoring and  
exhibits the Christ-like attitudes of humility and servanthood. I am grateful for Darrin, and believe 
that God is going to use him in his new role as our Associate Pastor overseeing Children’s and 
Youth Ministry to continue to bring excellence to all that God has entrusted to him.  
 

Liz Nelson is no longer with us, but that was not her choice. Due to a projected shortfall in next 
year’s budget, our elder board made the very difficult decision to eliminate Liz’s position. She  
handled that news with such grace and faith. To the very end, Liz worked hard to continue to  
build upon the strong start of our AWANA ministry and to grow our Sunday morning team of  
volunteers. Liz oversaw another successful garage sale and VBS program. Many new families  
connected with WCC through children’s ministry in 2017.    
 

Jason Nygren saw his role expanded in 2017 to oversee Worship and Small Groups. He moved from 
a 15 hour a week employee to a 20 hour per week employee. I continue to be blessed by Jason’s 
servant heart as he goes above and beyond in working to make us more effective in every area 
that he is involved in. He was instrumental in getting our new video equipment up and running in 
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2017. He worked with new small group leaders in establishing new groups. He also helped us in 
piloting our MIDDAY worship service, which surprised us with it’s effectiveness in reaching people 
in the middle of their work days with the hope of Jesus. Jason puts hours into his role each week 
that often times exceed the 20 hours per week that he is paid for. He is such a team player with 
the other staff, volunteering in our Student Ministry and helping in our Children’s Ministry for 
events such as VBS and Christmas programs. Unfortunately, Jason’s role with small groups had to 
be eliminated as part of our staff restructure. I will forever be grateful for the work Jason did to 
grow this vital area of the church.  
 

Linda O’Keefe has now been employed by WCC for ten years! What a blessing to have Linda  
consistently provide WCC with excellent service. Linda has worked to improve the way that we 
communicate through our weekly bulletin, website, and newsletters. She has also been instru-
mental in shaping the way the way that we use myWCC to make it easier for WCC members to 
find out information about giving, contact information of other members, and more. I’m so  
grateful for Linda’s steady and faithful service to WCC.   
 

The entire staff team had an opportunity to take a retreat to Youth Specialties/Real Resources in 
the spring. It was a great time to see and hear what God is doing in Student Ministry around the 
country. We also took time to use tools from Church Fuel and the book Growing Young to learn 
about church systems, planning, and ministry to emerging generations.  
 

Communication and Visitor Experience 
 

The work that our Communication and Visitor Experience team began in 2014 is finally coming to 
an end as we begin 2018 with the painting of our church building. The team made a number of  
significant improvements to WCC over the past few years including a revamped communication 
plan, revamped branding, the rollout of myWCC, and a plan for decorating the church. Finances 
prevented us from being able to make all of the changes that the team recommended. If the Lord 
provides in the future, we have some great things to think about as a congregation.  
 

Congregational Life   
 

In my first eight years of ministry at WCC we had a total of three funerals. In 2017 we lost three 
dear members. Ed Sharockman, Peter Akinboro and Bob Omstead are now with Jesus. These 
three men all loved Woodbury Community Church and blessed us in various ways. The Gospel  
was clearly communicated at all three funeral services. I’m grateful for Pam Faessler developing a 
system to come alongside families during this difficult time and provide a funeral meal from the 
church.  
 

It was my blessing to preside over the weddings of David and Anna Mukaria, Lee and Amberlee 
Wilber and Josiah and Sarah Kimball in 2017. My wife and I shared in some of the pre-marital 
counseling, which was a new experience for us to do together.  
 

I dedicated several children to the Lord in 2017 and we had the opportunity to celebrate the  
baptisms of Wyatt Kane, Kristin Cardenes and the entire Gahl family. What a blessing to see how 
God has worked in the lives of people at WCC. 
 

Several individuals made a commitment to trust Jesus as their Savior and Lord in 2017. I love  
seeing people make the most important decision of their lives and pray that it will happen more 
and more at WCC.  
 

The church was able to assist some families that were going though financial crises through our 
LoveLink account and we were able to come alongside other families who were dealing with  
issues in their family life. It’s been a beautiful thing to see God bring hope and healing to several 
individuals.  
 

I am pleased that we have worked to make prayer a greater priority in the life of our church in 
2017. Through the WCC Prays initiative we have begun to put to provide the church family with 
practical ways to pray for one another and our community. Our prayer team is now led by  
Joe Dellaria and David Mukaria and I’m excited to see so many new people engaging in prayer  
initiatives.  
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Our work around ministries of compassion continues with a new partnership developed with  
Together for Good to come alongside vulnerable families in the Twin Cities. We have seen growth 
in the ministry Share Because You Care, with regular events aimed at blessing residents of Oak 
Ridge Assisted Living Facility in Hastings. Our Refugee Life Ministry team continues to minister to 
our five refugee families. We were thrilled to see our first refugee family purchase a home in 2017. 
Several WCC members had an opportunity to see the work of Kozefò up close and personal. It was 
great to have our mission board chair, Carolyn Benson, have a chance to go see the work. Kozefò 
has outgrown their current facility and has begun the difficult work of dreaming, planning and 
building their new facility. Our Stephen Ministry program was shut down in 2017 due to a lack of 
people taking advantage of the program. We saw God use the program in powerful ways in the 
lives of those who did take advantage of it. We have an agreement with Woodbury Lutheran 
Church to utilize their Stephen Ministers should a need arise.  
 

We saw growth and renewal in our Fellowship Team in 2017. Several new members are helping  
existing members to plan and execute some fantastic events. They have many more great events 
planned for 2018. A huge thanks to Jim Nygren for coordinating this team. We were also blessed 
to share several meals together during the summer months. Grant Snyder did a great job putting 
these together.  
 

After more than a decade of faithful ministry, Gloria Popowitz stepped down as our Visual Worship 
Team leader at the end of 2017. Laruen Haan has taken over leadership of that team and I’m  
excited to see the creative ways that God will use Lauren’s gift and the gifts of the team to serve 
him. A huge thank you goes out to Gloria for her years of faithful service.  
 

A beautiful new playground was installed as a memorial gift in honor of Joan Hargis’ life in early 
2017. This playground has been widely used by our children and also children in the neighborhood. 
What a beautiful tribute to Joan and her love for children.  
 

We piloted a program called MIDDAY in the two months after Easter. It was a great opportunity  
to reach people who can’t normally come on Sundays and to give people a spiritual boost in the 
middle of their week. We may try something like this again in the future. 
 

Sean Hanson built a beautiful Little Free Library for the church as part of his Eagle Scout Project. 
We had a dedication for the library in July. The Boy Scouts have added a geocache to the church 
as well.   
 

Our two major fundraisers – the garage sale and pumpkin patch, helped us raise the funds needed 
to run our VBS and scholarship funds for our children’s and student ministry. Thank you to all of 
you who volunteered to help these events run well. It’s always amazing to me how many people 
from the community come through our building for these events.  
 

We had some wonderful interactions with missionary families. The Gilmores were able to be with 
us for the beginning of the year. They went back to Tanzania in March. Stephanie Fry, a missionary 
to Haiti visited with us in February. We began supporting two new missionary families in 2017,  
including the Leslies, who serve at Rift Valley Academy in Kenya and the Maloneys, who serve with 
Youth for Christ in Ireland. The Wessmans made a major decision about their future ministry and 
will going to South Africa, Lord willing in 2018. We also had some time with our ministry partners in 
Southeast Asia and with the Brimmers, who serve with Camp Jim in Pillager, MN. Several of our 
men went to Camp Jim to help with a service project in the spring.  
 

2017 Preaching Series  
 

The 2017 preaching calendar included the following: 
January-June – The Gospel of Luke: The Story of Jesus (Luke 14-24) 

July – Mid-August – The Art of Neighboring 
Mid-August - Mid-September – Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 
Mid-September-November – The Acts of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:1-6:7) 

December – Fear Not 
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I also preached a couple of standalone sermons.  
 

We were blessed to have Drew Mattison, Jason Nygren, Scott Nelson, John Kimball, Grant Snyder, 
and Joe Dellaria speak.  
 

Highlights of WCC Ministry in 2017 
 

• 33: The Series (Monthly, January-May) 
• Northstar Coaches Training – January 9, 2017 
• Annual Meeting – January 29, 2017 
• ChurchFuel Training Began with Staff – February 14, 2017 
• Student Ministry Winter Retreat – February 17-20, 2017 
• Anna Bullman and David Mukaria wedding – March 11, 2017 
• New Member’s Class – March 19, 2017 
• Staff Retreat to Youth Specialties/Real Resources – March 27, 2017 
• Playground Dedication – April 9, 2017 
• Maundy Thursday Faith Stories – April 13, 2017 
• Easter Sunday – April 16, 2017 
• Men’s Softball Team – April-August 2017 
• UMCF Pastor’s Retreat – May 1-2, 2017 
• Woodbury Prayer Breakfast – May 2, 2017 
• PULSE Prayer Gathering at US Bank Stadium – May 4, 2017 
• Garage Sale Fundraiser – May 12-13, 2017 
• Amberlee Johnson and Lee Wilber wedding – May 21, 2017 
• MIDDAY Worship Services – April and May 2017 
• One Service Model with Bi-Monthly Meals – June-August, 2017 
• Vacation Bible School – June 19-23, 2017 
• Little Free Library Dedication, July 23, 2017 
• Sixth Annual Kozefò 5K – August 5, 2017 
• Outdoor Service and Baptism – August 6, 2017 
• IMAGINE Vision Night – August 30, 2017 
• Kickoff Sunday – September 10, 2017 
• AWANA and Youth Ministry Fall Launch Events – September 13, 2017 
• Men’s Retreat to Camp Lebanon – September 15-17, 2017 
• Josiah Kimball and Sarah Haig Wedding – October 9, 2017 
• WCC Pumpkin Patch – October 14-31, 2017 
• Fellowship in the Backyard Event – October 14, 2017 
• New Member’s Class – October 29, 2017 
• Dinner and Painting Event – November 10, 2017 
• Advent Series, “Fear Not” Began – December 3, 2017 
• Planet Wisdom Conference – December 1-2, 2017 
• All Church Christmas Party – December 9, 2017 
• Children’s Christmas Musical – December 17, 2017 
• Honored Liz Nelson’s Ministry in Worship Services – December 17, 2017 
• Christmas Eve Services – December 24, 2017 
 

Conference Activities in 2017 
 

• Team Lead Northstar Church Multiplication Center (January-July) 
• UMCF Community Pastor’s Meetings (Ongoing) 
• CCCC National Church Multiplication Team Meeting in Orlando, FL, February 3-8, 2017 
• CCCC Church Multiplication National Team Member (Ongoing) 
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• Attended the UMCF Pastor’s Retreat at Camp Lebanon, May 1-2, 2017 
• Guest Speaker at The Nineveh Project Church Planting Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, July 17 
• Attended the CCCC National Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, July 17-20, 2017 
• Visited Newark, NJ and New York City on behalf of Conference, September 19-21, 2017 
• Attended the  UMCF Fall Rally, October 5, 2017 
 

Ministry Activities in 2017 
 

• Mission Board Member (Ongoing) 
• Ministry Board Member (Ongoing) 
• Nominating Committee Team Member 
• Budget Committee Team Member 
• Communication/Visitor Experience Team Member (Ongoing) 
• Attended Bethlehem Pastor’s Conference – January 31-February 2 
• Attended Transform Minnesota’s Standing With Refugees event on March 2 
• Took Greg Laurie’s Tell Someone evangelism class 
• Participated in Transform Minnesota Pastor’s Panel – May 25, 2017 
• Attended several PULSE Pastor’s prayer events 
• Hosted Students in our home for Planet Wisdom 
• Pre-marital Counseling with 3 couples 
• Involvement in Woodbury Area Clergy Organization 
• Ongoing Mentoring of several WCC and several pastors 
• Funerals for Ed Sharockman, Peter Akinboro, and Bob Olmstead 
• Officiated over three weddings 
• Many hospital visits, counseling sessions, home visits, etc. 
• Spoke at AWANA 
• Spoke at First Baptist Church in Two Harbors, MN 
• Volunteer with the Student Ministry 
• Attended Focus on the Family Wait No More Pastor’s Luncheon on October 3 
• Attended the Transform Minnesota Daring Generosity Event at Grace Church on October 5 
 

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your pastor. I love and pray for you and appreciate your 
partnership in the Gospel.  
 

In His Service, 
Pastor Brian 

 

Attendance Comparison Report 
Month 2016 2015 2014 2013 2017 

January 172.2 203.5 195 213.5 169.6 

February 175 203.5 192 208.25 181.75 

March 179.25 208.4 200 211.8 181.75 

April 152.25 225 227 210.5 191.2 

May 148.4 180.2 179 189.5 169.75 

June 138 177.25 164 164.4 154 

July 141.8 126.25 162 164 137.6 

August 135.5 120 144 146.5 117.33 

September 173 157 199 197.8 176 

October 173.6 176 196 199.5 144.6 

November 187.5 185.4 198 198.25 153.25 

December 159 185.25 185 201.6 153.8 

Avg. Total YTD 161 179 187 192 161 
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Student Ministry Report 
 
Overview 
 
I’m encouraged when I look back at 2017 and see God’s faithful guidance and provision in student 
ministry!  Our team has enjoyed great moments with students this past year.  Through our weekly 
programs and gatherings, as well as through the informal gathering times with students, we have 
seen God do some great things this year!   
 
Notably, God provided vision and direction in the formation of our Student Leadership Team! This 
body of students has been meeting monthly for the purposes of event and program planning as 
well as leadership training.  It’s been a joy to see these students discover God-given leadership 
qualities in themselves as they’ve been presented with opportunities to be challenged and grow.   
I look forward to what God will continue to do in and through these young leaders as well as see-
ing the impact this team will continue to have on the overall well-being of our student ministry as 
a whole.  
 
StudentLife Wednesday Nights 
 
Our Wednesday night gatherings met in small groups every other week, using topics introduced in 
the previous week’s large group session. This is a structure that provides the chance for students 
to dive deeper into each topic.  
 
Series topic selection for our Wednesday Nights over the past year have been highly influenced by 
solicited feedback from students, asking them what the most important topics are. The topics in-
cluded are as follows: 
• “Religion” 

 We explored the nature of Truth, as well as what many of the world religions really    
believe.  We wrestled together with the questions, “Do all paths lead to God? And “If 
Jesus is the only way to Heaven, are all other religions wrong?”  

• “1 John” 
 We focused on four of the major themes found in John’s first epistle, while practicing 

different methods of Bible study. 
•  “Closer to Jesus” 

 This 7-week series gave us the chance to explore ways to grow closer to Jesus and    
included weeks on growing through suffering, worship, solitude, finding Him in         
creation, experiencing God when He seems distant, and relying on the Holy Spirit. 

• “Unity” 
 We spent a month this fall talking about “Killing the Clique” and the fact that we are 

better together.  
• “Serve” 

 This series explored ways we can put our faith in action by serving in the world.  
• “The Christmas Story” 

 Our December series spent time exploring the story of Jesus’ birth and the impact that 
it has on us.  During the month, we used a creative prayer experience, worship, and  
discussion based on the unique perspectives of the people close to the biblical birth 
narrative.  

 
Sunday Morning Classes 
 
The Sunday morning classes have now had 4 and a half school years of our separate middle 
school/high school format, and 2 and a half years of our 3 class format.  Our curriculum has     
functioned well in each case.  Deep Discipleship, is a new curriculum we’re using for our 9th and 
10th class.  These interactive lessons explore core principles for discipleship over the course of       
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2 years.  Grapple, for middle school, is an inquiry-based study that gives students a chance to 
wrestle with common life/faith topics, and facilitates the use of the critical thinking skills that this 
age group is developing.  Our class for 11th and 12th graders offers targeted topics relevant for 
those finishing high school and moving into a more independent life, such as worldview study,  
finance management, apologetics, and college preparation.   
 
Volunteer Team 
 
This year, we have again emphasized the priority of surrounding our students with caring, Jesus-
loving, adults who will intentionally invest in students’ lives.  
  
In 2017, many of these adults attended training events. They also sacrificed time away from family 
and work to participate in our youth events. In addition, many make a habit of making time for 
things like meeting students for coffee and attending their games and performances.   
 
Beginning Fall of 2017, we have begun using a more strategic and organized method for leadership 
team meetings and training.  This has allowed us to meet more regularly and focus on important 
matters including ministry-specific training elements, student spiritual health and prayer for  
students, and ministry planning and vision. 
 
Highlights of Student Ministry Events in 2017 
 
• 30 students and 10 adult leaders attended our Winter Retreat at Camp Forest Springs. The 

event theme, was “Influence”. Through interactive large group presentations and small group 
conversations, we explored together the importance of being influenced by Jesus and being 
influencers for him!  We relied heavily on the Student Leadership Team to help plan and lead 
this retreat.  We witnessed these students grow in their leadership skills.  We saw them take 
increased ownership in the event and a higher level of ownership from students in general.  

 
• High School Vespers Night was attended by a number of students and adult leaders. We went 

to a Vespers worship service at Bethel University. Along with the excellent worship experience, 
we were able to touch base with a few youth group alumni who are Bethel and Northwestern 
students, who regularly attend Vespers.  

 
• Senior Night 2017 was a great night! Eight seniors participated and the room was full of their 

family and friends as we got to recognize them at this milestone moment.  We also heard 
them articulate from the front, their faith journeys, highlights from their time in youth group, 
and wisdom for the younger students.  

 
• Our summer calendar included a mission trip to Minneapolis with the organization, Latreia.  

Trip participants enjoyed the time spent serving with over 15 different service organizations, 
reaching people from many different walks of life and situations. As designed, this was truly an 
experience which allowed students to test out different ways to serve, experience life outside 
their comfort zones, and share—and receive—the love of Jesus. 

 
• Six senior high guys and two leaders spent a week in the Boundary Waters on an adventure of 

a lifetime!  God showed up in big ways that week as our team experienced the challenges and 
thrills of a week in the backcountry wilderness.  

 
• VBS is always a busy time for many at WCC, and for many of our students, it’s a chance to gain 

invaluable leadership experience while serving the church and the kids who attend.  Our crew 
of teen-leaders did an amazing job! 
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• Throughout the summer, various students’ families hosted our Wednesday night summer 
gatherings in their homes.  It was fun to be hosted by students and our fellowship and time in 
God’s Word was priceless. 

 
• The third annual Pumpkin Patch Fundraiser was another huge success!  For 18 days in October 

we sold pumpkins from our front lawn.  We sold about 1000 pumpkins again this year and 
raised just under $4000 for our Youth Designated Fund, which helps cover certain event       
expenses and scholarship requests.  It has allowed us to offer the 2018 Winter Retreat and 
summer trips at reduced rates, saving families $50-$220 per student per trip! And, the over   
80 volunteers who worked the patch welcomed and shared conversation with hundreds of 
neighbors and community members.  We look forward to this event continuing for years to 
come! 

 
• The Planet Wisdom Conference was a fantastic weekend! Six students and 3 leaders attended 

and enjoyed the worship, talks, and fellowship.  Over the past 4 years, this event has become a 
favorite among students. 

 
We look forward to 2018 and another great year of following God! 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Darrin Geier, Youth Pastor 
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Children’s Ministries Report 
Liz Nelson, Children’s Ministry Director 
 
Sunday Morning Program 
 
Our fall Kick Off for this year’s Sunday school program was on September 10th.  We had a fairly   
average number of kids (20) in attendance.  Students, age 3 through 5th grade, are divided into four 
small groups. 
 
Volunteers: Bob Hanson, Tiffany Billman, Pam Faessler, Kelsey Holm, Patty Gumbusky. Substitutes 
and youth helpers include Shane McNamara, Vivian Gahl. 
 
TRU is the curriculum used for Sunday morning classes.  TRU encourages children to experience 
God in a personal way as they learn what it means to have a relationship with Him.  Children are 
learning about people in the Bible and how God used them as part of His plan, “The Big God Story”, 
and how each of us are part of that story as well.  In each small group, teachers share the story of 
the week and do a craft or an activity to further concrete learning.  During the large group time, 
children worship, pray, and play games.   
 
 
Wednesday Night AWANA Program 
 
September 20, 2017 was the opening night of Awana.  There is a consistent group of kids attend-
ing each week - 32 total registered, 24 that come regularly, and 11 kids from outside WCC.  There 
have been so many Bible verses memorized, lessons learned, and games played.  
 
Awana continues to be such a blessing to everyone involved.  Our group has grown in numbers 
and diversity.  Volunteers are having fun, making connections with the kids, and are still surprised 
by how much the kids are learning and growing.  Parents are impressed by how well their kids are 
able to memorize Scripture and love the atmosphere of our program.  And, of course, the kids are 
having a great time playing new games and earning awards for the verses they memorize and   
activities they do.   
 
The best part of Awana is that kids are learning what it means to have a personal relationship with 
Christ.  They are learning the importance of keeping God’s Word in their hearts and how to be a 
light to the world.  The other best part of Awana is how it has drawn new people to attend WCC.  
 
Volunteers: Connie Bateman, Larry Bateman, Dan Beran, Terri Beran, Chandra Breen, Bob Hanson, 
Brandy Kane, Shane McNamara, David Mukaria, Liz Nygren 
 
 
Nursery 
 
Thanks to all nursery volunteers: Karen Baden, Alisa Bell, Grace Bennett, Terri Beran, Tiffany       
Billman, Andrea Finch, Lauren Haan, Erica Hanson, Scott Hanson, Tasha Hanson, Spencer Haugen, 
Autumn Kane, Brandy Kane, Brenda Minette, Josh Nelson, Linnea Nelson, Sharon Tocko, Amy 
Wedlund, and Orly Wessman.  Substitutes include Kari Bennett, Marie McNamara, Liz Nygren, Cali 
Pearcy, and Holly Price.  
 
Nursery care is available for children ages 6 weeks to 36 months during both the 9am and 10:30am 
Sunday services.   
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Children’s Christmas Program 
 
This year’s program was called, “Christmas, Bah Humbug”.  Practices started in November and the 
program was on December 17th.  There were 12 children and the show was a treat.  The kids 
worked hard to memorize their lines and had a fun time performing.  Molly and Darrin Geier 
played a couple of songs on the ukulele and the 3 year old class sang a few songs. Special thanks 
to Lauren Haan for helping with practices and decorations and to Patty Gumbusky for working 
with the 3 year olds.  
 
 
Vacation Bible School 
 
Vacation Bible School was a huge success once again and was a great outreach to the community.  
The week was full of Bible lessons, games, music, and tons of fun.  There were about 80 kids that 
came and a handful of those kids became followers of Christ this week!  
 
 
Garage Sale Fundraiser 
 
The garage sale fundraiser was once again, a great outreach this year!  We raised approximately 
$1,500 that was added to the VBS program funds and had a dozen or so different volunteers who 
helped to make the event a success.   
 
 
2017 Events 
 
Garage Sale Fundraiser- May 11-13 
 
Vacation Bible School- June 19-23 
 
Baptism Sunday- August 6 
 
Fall Kick-Off- September 10 
 
Pumpkinpalooza Family Event- October 27  
 
Kids Awana Christmas Party- December 20 
 
Christmas Program- December 17 
 
 
Looking back on 2017 
 
What a fun year for WCC’s Children’s Ministry! Our volunteers have worked hard to be effective in 
sharing the Gospel to the children in the church and community and encouraging them to walk 
with Jesus as well as being a light in the world.  Thank you to each individual who has helped in 
any way with this ministry. The Children’s Ministry team and has grown and is full of talented and 
loving men and women.  Even the small things make a BIG difference! It has been a delight getting 
to know new friends and being part of this church family and to work alongside wonderful people.  
God is going to continue doing great things in 2018!   
 
~Liz Nelson 
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Worship Ministries 
Jason Nygren, Director of Worship Ministries 
 
2017 has been in incredible year as we have seen God move in incredible and surprising ways.   
This has been true in our worship and small groups ministry over the course of the past 12 months.  
I continue to be blessed by this faith family and love being privileged to lead this community in 
worship to the throne of God each week.  Here is a highlight of our worship and small groups  
ministry in 2017: 
 
 Highlights of 2017: 
 

• Led worship for the Youth Ministry Winter Retreat at Forest Springs Camp and          
Conference Center.  Led a team of 4 students leading our student ministry in worship.   

• Continued filming and using our video announcements in new and exciting ways.       
Incorporating announcements from different ministry leaders for their specific events, 
including our men’s, women’s, student, children’s, and compassion ministries.   

• Incorporating new volunteers to our video and sound productions team, including 
many students from our student ministry. We are excited and thankful for the           
commitment from our busy high schoolers! 

• Grew the size of our worship team in 2017 by 25%. 
• From April through May we launched our Midday service on Tuesday afternoons. We 

had a solid core of people attending each week and reached hundreds of people 
through our Facebook Live videos each week.  

• In August, we had our successful outdoor service, blessed with wonderful weather and 
working sound equipment outside! 

• In October, we had our 4th annual Fellowship in the Backyard (Barn) event, even with a 
downpour outside we had a great time together! 

• Made an intentional effort to play less songs in 2017 to create more familiarity and    
create a better culture of worship at WCC. We cut the number of different songs by 
over 30%. 

• We began the WCC Prays initiative in our services, making an intentional effort to make 
prayer a focus at WCC.  

• Planned the launch of new small groups taking effect in early 2018. 
 
 2018 Objectives: 
 

• Continue to grow our worship team, including our sound and video productions team. 
• Use our video announcements in new and unique ways to reach more people, targeting 

towards new attenders and those outside of our congregation. 
• Work to continue to evolve our worship and give our absolute best to God. 

 
I am amazed by our congregation and their desire to move Christ’s mission forward through the 
giving of their time as they attend events throughout the year, to hearing the ways God has 
moved them to respond through our services, and to their giving of their time, energy, and         
finances to God’s kingdom.  It is an absolute pleasure serve this community and am excited to   
see what God does in the year ahead. 
 
In Him, 
Jason Nygren 
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Facilities Team/Building and Grounds 
  
Large and most noticeable items that got done in 2017 and early 2018: 
 

1) 1 new toilet in each of the bathrooms 
2) Re-surfaced parking lot in June 
3) New LED Lighting in Sanctuary and Lobby 
4) Repaired the Sanctuary furnace (for $25) that might not have been working correctly for 

years 
5) Wall repair in all rooms in preparation for painting 
6) Ceiling in Lobby fixed (now that we have no more leaks) 
7) Painting most of the interior of the church (January 2018) 

 
We like to do as many of these things with cost in mind and we have many individuals in the 
church that have abilities to help out and save the church some money.  Thanks to all of you that 
have helped in that manner this past year, and please keep it up! 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jim Nygren (for the entire team of Russ Liljedahl, Bill Aamodt, Shane McNamara and Dave Firkus) 
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Missions Report 2017 
 

 
Board Members:  Chair-Carolyn Benson, Secretary-Bill Drehmel, Brian Schulenburg, Cyndi      
Schulenburg, Bob Lein, Sara Lein, Tom Nelson, Shane McNamara, Marie McNamara.  There has 
been a decrease in board members this year, and new members are being considered.  Bill 
Drehmel is also leaving in January.  Carolyn Benson will take over the responsibility of Secretary, 
and Shane McNamara will start the year as the new Chair. 
 
Support Partners: 

 Gilmores are working on a joint translation project for nine languages in Tanzania, called 
the Mara Cluster.  Tim specifically works with the Zinza language, and is the group project       
manager.  Chris continues with local linguistic projects and teaching English.  They are also         
involved in the translation and distribution of the Jesus Film. Technology advances has made a 
huge impact in reaching remote families with smart phones, as they are able to download      
scripture and the Jesus Film.  They have a big change in family life with Braden now at RVA, and 
Tirzah and Camden in the States.  Continue to pray for their health, safety and translation success. 

 Wessmans have been working with OM to find a new mission field after leaving Israel, and 
have found their new calling to be teachers and mentors at the OM missionary training campus in 
South Africa.  They anticipate leaving for the field in July 2018. Pending that commission, JJ is still 
working under the umbrella of OM, and Stephanie is working at St Croix Prep Academy.  They are 
in need of prayer and financial support as they prepare for their new ministry. 

 Wycliffe partners continue to work and live with the people in Southeast Asia.  They are 
having more opportunities for personal contact with the people groups, and seeing success with 
the Psalms in musical format, and with the Oral stories.  They are quite busy with all the changes 
in technology and its impact on ministry.  They have been home on a short furlough in November/
December, and returning to the field in January.  Continue to pray for their health, safety, and 
translation success. 

 Brimmers are in their third year as camp missionaries at CampJim in northern Minnesota.  
Bill is the camp Accommodations Director, and Lindsey is the Food Service Director.  Their roles 
seem to change or expand frequently, but Lindsey has finally had a decrease in responsibilities to 
allow for a less stressful schedule for their home schooling and family life.  It was exciting to be a 
part of their annual work day this past Spring, and see the camp, grounds, and buildings.  Pray for 
some health issues for all the family, and pray for needed financial support. 

  Kozefò has become a close part of the lives of several WCC families with adoptions and 
sponsorships for the students from our membership. The school has flourished and now has over 
120 students, and with changes on the property, they are now in need of a new facility. Pray for 
wisdom as they seek a new property or building to meet their needs.  The sponsorships and the 
annual 5K run continue to be a huge involvement for the WCC. 

 Palmwood Church is in its third year as a church plant in Florida.  The weekly meetings have 
moved from worship in homes to worship at the Mall in the local theatre.  There has been an 
amazing Mall Outreach this past year with strong relationships made with the store owners.  Pray 
for their financial needs as the church leaders seek extra jobs in order to meet all their needs. 

 Leslies have now been at RVA in Kenya, Africa for a whole year - Johnathan as a campus 
pastor and Lilli as a nurse.  Their reports indicate that they love the school, the kids, and their 
work.  (And they get to see Braden Gilmore!)   Pray for their family and their ministry as they     
continue to adjust to African life. 

 Maloneys are now in their second year in Southern Ireland -  working with Youth for Christ. 
Their monthly newsletters are full of examples of how they are reaching the local teens.  Pray for 
their ministry and for those teens who do not know Christ. 
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Short Term Mission Trips:  see Youth Pastor report for Youth Trip.  Sarah Lein has led several 
groups to Haiti which included several people from the church. 
 
Mission Budget:   The mission budget amount is set by the church board, and disbursed by the 
mission board.  See the proposed 2018 Mission budget below.  
 
 
Mission Board Activities and Continued Objectives: 

 Hold regular meetings to assess the needs of our missionaries and lift them in prayer 
 Evaluate requests for support from outside or new missionaries 
 Encourage and facilitate short term mission trips, with emphasis on visiting our         

missionaries 
 Review and recommend annual mission budget 
 Invite “junior members” to be a part of the team – a great experience for a young person 

who has a calling for career mission work (there has not been a junior member on board 
this past year). 

 Keep our full-time missionaries ALIVE in the hearts of our congregation with frequent 
focus presentations in church 

 
Submitted by Carolyn Benson, Chair of Mission Board     

2018 Woodbury Community Church Mission Board Budget 

  
Missionary 
Families 

Palmwood 
Church 

Kozefo 
Arrive 

Ministry 

UMCF 
Church 
Plant 

Food    
Shelf 

Compassion 
Ministry 

Reserve Totals 

Jan $2,350 $300       $2,650 

Feb $2,350 $300   $350    $3,000 

Mar $2,350 $300 $600   $450   $3,700 

Apr $2,350 $300       $2,650 

May $2,350 $300   $350    $3,000 

Jun $2,350 $300 $600      $3,250 

Jul $2,350 $300       $2,650 

Aug $2,350 $300       $2,650 

Sep $2,350 $300 $600      $3,250 

Oct $2,350 $300   $350    $3,000 

Nov $2,350 $300  $1,500     $4,150 

Dec $2,350 $300 $600      $3,250 

As Needed       $500 $1,100 $1,600 

 TOTAL $28,200 $3,600 $2,400 $1,500 $1,050 $450 $500 $1,100 $38,800 

Food Shelf and Arrive Ministries payments are specifically scheduled in months where a matching fund is in place. 
Food Shelf Building Campaign of $1000 from reserve in the Fall if possible. 
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