
 
Ecclesiastes 

PART 11DEALING WITH THE DIFFICULT

“The Crook in the Lot” 
Thomas Boston, Ettrick, Scottland, UK 1676 to 1732 

Observe how God works. 
Ecclesiastes 7:13, “Consider what God has done: Who can straighten what he has 
made crooked?” 

Isaiah 55:9, "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

“Everybody’s lot in this world has some crook in it. . . .  
if God is the one who made the crook in our lot, then we need to see that 

crook as the work of God, which it is vain for us to try and change.”  

Thomas Boston


Good day or bad day, there is always a way to glorify God. 

Ecclesiastes 7:14, “When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider 
this: God has made the one as well as the other.”


Job 1:21-22, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;  Blessed be the name of  
the Lord.  In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.”

Genesis 50:20, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of  many lives.”

“In all times, can you praise God for having purpose 
and being in control, whether he reveals that purpose or not?”

Thomas Boston


When Troubles become deeply Troubling. 
Ecclesiastes 7:15, “In this meaningless life of  mine I have seen both of  these: the 
righteous perishing in their righteousness, and the wicked living long in their wicked-
ness.” 

Romans 5:6, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly.”


The Trap within our Troubles. 
Ecclesiastes 7:16-17, “Do not be over righteous, neither be over wise, why 
destroy yourself ?  Do not be over wicked, and do not be a fool, why die before 
your time?” 

Over Righteous = Self-Righteous / Over Wise = Self-Confident

Over Wicked = Act with evil intent / Fool = Act without thinking


The Antidote to Troubles. 
Ecclesiastes 7:18   “It is good to grasp the one and not let go of  the other. 
Whoever fears God will avoid all extremes.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:14   “I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing 
can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that people will fear him.”


Proverbs 9:10   “The fear of  the Lord is the foundation of  wisdom. Knowledge of  
the Holy One results in insight.” 

        Antidote to troubles is the fear of the Lord which gives us balance.

Seven reasons God makes some things crooked. 
“It is not our responsibility to always figure 

out why God has put some particular crook in our lot.  
It is simply enough to trust that God knows why he has put it there.”

Thomas Boston  

“You will keep in perfect peace, he whose mind is stayed on you, 
because he trusts in you.” 

Isaiah 26:3


