
Pentecost  
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Genesis 50:15–21 
 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?"  So they approached Joseph, saying,  
 
“Your father gave this instruction before he died:   
 

 Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers  
 and the wrong they did in harming you. 
 

Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” 
 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers also wept, fell down 
before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves."   
 
But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?  Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.  So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your little ones."  
 
In this way, speaking kindly, he reassured them. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 

15th After Pentecost 



Matthew 18:21–35        PARABLE 
 
Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?"  Jesus said to him, 
"Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 
ten thousand talents was brought to him;  25and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made.  26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.'  27And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  28But that same slave, as 
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 
and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.'  Then his fellow slave 
fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.'  30But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.  
31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  32Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me.  33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?'  34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  35So my heavenly Father will also do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 

15th After Pentecost 



SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

16th After Pentecost 

Jonah 3:10--4:11 
 
When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
This was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord 
and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious 
God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to 
relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is 
better for me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 
 
The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
 
But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into 
being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” 

 
 



SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

16th After Pentecost 

Matthew 20:1-16        PARABLE 
 
The Jesus said: 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why 
are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  
 

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’  
 

But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’  
 
So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 



OCTOBER 1, 2017 

17th After Pentecost 

 
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 
The word of the LORD came to me:  2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge"?  3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall 
no more be used by you in Israel.  4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 
shall die. 
 
Yet you say, "The way of the LORD is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?  26When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity 
that they have committed they shall die.  27Again, when the wicked turn away from 
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall 
save their life.  28Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die.  
Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the LORD is unfair." O house of Israel, 
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin.  31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 
will you die, O house of Israel?  32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 



OCTOBER 1, 2017 

17th After Pentecost 

 
Matthew 21:23–32        PARABLE 
 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?"  Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things.  Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say 
to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?'  But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet."  So they answered Jesus, 
"We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. 
 
What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.'  29He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his 
mind and went.  30The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go.  31Which of the two did the will of his 
father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.  
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, 
you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 



OCTOBER 8, 2017 

18th After Pentecost 
 
Isaiah 5:1–7 
 
Let me sing for my beloved 
 my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very 
fertile hill. 
  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
  And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me and my vineyard. 
  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
  And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
  I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
 and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
  For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 
 



OCTOBER 8, 2017 

18th After Pentecost 
 

Matthew 21:33–46        PARABLE 
 
Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country.  34When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.  35But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  36Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same way.  37Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  38But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.'  
39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  40Now when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  41They said to 
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time." 
 
 Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? 
 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.  44The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." 
 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them.  46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 



OCTOBER 15, 2017 

19th After Pentecost 
 

 
Isaiah 25:1–9 
 
O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 
  For you have made the city a heap,  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 
 
  Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;  
 cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 
  For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
 a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
   the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,   
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
 the song of the ruthless was stilled.  
 
  On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
 of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 
  And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
 the sheet that is spread over all nations;  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,  
 and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken.  
 
  It will be said on that day,   
 Lo, this is our God;  
 we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
 
   This is the LORD for whom we have waited;  
 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
 
 



OCTOBER 15, 2017 

19th After Pentecost 
 

 

 
Matthew 22:1–14        PARABLE 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:   

 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet 
for his son.  He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 
banquet, but they would not come.  Again he sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell those 
who have been invited:  Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.'  But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business,  while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.  7The 
king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their 
city.  Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy.  Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.'  Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe,  and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?' And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the 
attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  For many are called, but few are 
chosen." 
 



OCTOBER 22, 2017 

20th After Pentecost 
 
Isaiah 45:1–7 
 
Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him —   and the gates shall not be closed: 
  I will go before you  and level the mountains,  
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
  I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you 
 by your name. 
  For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. 
 I arm you, though you do not know me, 6so that they may know, from the 
 rising of the sun  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the 
 LORD, and there is no other. 
  I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe;  
 I the LORD do all these things.  
 
 
 



OCTOBER 22, 2017 

20th After Pentecost 
 

 
Matthew 22:15–22 
 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.  16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that 
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.  17Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?"  18But Jesus, aware 
of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  19Show 
me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius.  20Then he said to 
them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?"  21They answered, "The emperor's." 
Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's."  22When they heard this, they were 
amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 



OCTOBER 29, 2017 

Reformation Sunday 
 
Jeremiah 31:31–34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

 

 

Romans 3:19-28 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 
from works prescribed by the law. 
 
 



OCTOBER 29, 2017 

Reformation Sunday 
 
John 8:31-36 
 
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 



OCTOBER 29, 2017 

21st After Pentecost 
 
 

Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18 
 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
 
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be 
holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.  15You shall not render an unjust judgment; 
you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall 
judge your neighbor.  16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, 
and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD.  
 
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself.  18You shall not take vengeance or bear a 
grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I 
am the LORD. 
 
 
 
 
 



OCTOBER 29, 2017 

21st After Pentecost 
 
 

Matthew 22:34–46 
 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together,  35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  36Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?  37He said to him, " 'You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.'  38This is the greatest and first commandment.  39And a second is like it: 'You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets." 
 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question:  
What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he? They said to him, "The son 
of David."  He said to them, "How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him 
Lord, saying, 
 
  ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
  Sit at my right hand, 
  until I put your enemies under your feet'? 
 
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?"  46No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
 
 



NOVEMBER 5, 2017 

All Saints / All Souls Sunday 

 
Revelation 7:9–17 
 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.  10They 
cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 
 Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb! 
 
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,  
singing: 
 
 Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen. 
 
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?"  14I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." 
Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal ;they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
 and worship him day and night within his temple, 
 and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 
   They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
 the sun will not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat; 
   for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,  
 and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  
 
 



NOVEMBER 5, 2017 

All Saints / All Souls Sunday 

 
Matthew 5:1–12        PARABLE 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 
  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
  for they will be filled. 
  Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,  
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you  
  and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account   

 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,  
  for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 



NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

23rd After Pentecost 
 
Amos 5:18–24 
 
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
 
 Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
  or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 
  Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
   I hate, I despise your festivals, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 
  Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
 I will not look upon. 
 
  Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
 I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 
  But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.\ 
 
 
 



NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

23rd After Pentecost 

 
 
Matthew 25:1–13        PARABLE 
 
The coming of the kingdom of heaven will be like this.  
 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  2Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise.  3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them;  4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  s the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight there was a 
shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  But the wise replied, 'No! there will 
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.'  And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  11Later 
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.'  But he replied, 
'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.'  Keep awake therefore!  for you know neither 
the day nor the hour. 



NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

24th After Pentecost 
 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18 
 
Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of the LORD is at hand; 
 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 
  At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
 and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, 
 those who say in their hearts,  
 "The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm."  
 
  Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 
 
  The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
  That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities 
 and against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people 
 that they shall walk like the blind  
  because they have sinned against the LORD, 
 their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 
 
  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them 
 on the day of the LORD's wrath; in the fire of his passion 
 the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end 
 he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
 



NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

24th After Pentecost 
 

Matthew 25:14–30        PARABLE 
 
 
For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them;  to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away.  The one who had received the 
five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents.  In 
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.  But the one 
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master's money.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them.  Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, 
I have made five more talents.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  And the one with the two 
talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, 
I have made two more talents.'  23His master said to him, 'Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a 
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed;  so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.'  26But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him, and give it 
to the one with the ten talents.  For to all those who have, more will be given, and 
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away.  As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 
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Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
 
For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out.  As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, 
so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.  I will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 
own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and 
in all the inhabited parts of the land.  I will feed them with good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord GOD.  I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep.  Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted 
at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide,  I 
will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between 
sheep and sheep. 
 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd.  And I, the LORD, will be their God, and 
my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
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Matthew 25:31–46        PARABLE 
 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats,  and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me,  36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'  Then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  39And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?'  And the king will 
answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.'  Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels;  for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink,  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'  
Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?'  Then he 
will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.'  And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life." 
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