
Use Week of: October 1

Unit 26 • Session 1 - JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

The Bible Story 
Matthew 27:11-66
BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus did not do anything wrong, but people took Jesus to jail. They took Jesus to the 
high priest’s house. The high priest asked Jesus questions about His teaching. The high 
priest said that Jesus was lying about God, but Jesus always tells the truth. Jesus is 
God’s Son! The people did not believe Jesus, so they took Him to the governor, Pilate. 
The leaders of the people asked Pilate to punish Jesus by putting Him on a cross. 
Jesus always obeyed God, but He died on the cross because He loves us. The leaders 
asked for a huge stone to go in front of Jesus’ tomb. They said, “Jesus told His friends 
God would bring Him back to life in three days!”

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES)
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card. Open your 
Bible to Matthew 27. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Main 
Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE A CROSS SUNCATCHER
Cut a cross shape out of contact plastic for each toddler. Tape the plastic sticky-side up 
to a table or to the window at toddlers’ height. Invite toddlers to stick squares of colorful 
tissue paper to the plastic, and then cover it with another sheet. Write the Main Point.

SAY: Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. JESUS IS ALIVE!

ANSWER QUESTIONS
Ask simple questions, such as “Who is God’s Son?” or “Who made us and loves us?” 
Encourage toddlers to wave their hands and shout “Jesus!” Briefly review the Bible 
story.

SAY: People asked Jesus lots of questions. They did not believe Jesus is God’s Son! 
Jesus died on the cross, but JESUS IS ALIVE!



PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Provide several people figures, a doll house, and toy vehicles for toddlers to play with. 
As toddlers play, briefly review the story.

SAY: People make wrong choices all the time! Jesus never did anything wrong, but 
Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan because He loves people. JESUS IS ALIVE!

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PRAISE PARADE
Provide rhythm instruments for toddlers to use as you play favorite worship songs. 
Toddlers may also dance along with the music.

SAY: Today’s story sounds really sad. Jesus never did anything wrong, but Jesus died 
on the cross to do God’s plan. The good news is that God made Jesus alive again. 
JESUS IS ALIVE today!

PLAY WITH PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and cookie cutters, specifically people-shaped and 
cross-shaped. Invite toddlers to play with the play dough as you review the story.

SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, and God sent Jesus to earth as a man. People make wrong 
choices, but Jesus never did anything wrong. Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. 
JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to 
your church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce 
today’s Bible story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.


