
252 Groups   October 2017, Week 4 
   Large Group, K-3 

Cheer Factor 
Bible Story: Cheer Factor (God loves a cheerful giver) • 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
Bottom Line: Use your money wisely.
Memory Verse: “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.” Luke 
16:10a, NIV 
Life App: Stewardship—taking care of what you have because it all belongs to God.  
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

Prep Person 
What You Need: 

• Storyteller 
• Ping-pong balls; 1 for each kid 
• Plastic baggies; 1 for each small group 
• 3 large buckets/trash cans 
• Bible 
• 3 signs labeled “Give,” “Save,” and “Spend” 

What You Do: 
• Create three simple signs large enough to read from the back of the room: Give, Save, Spend. 

Attach one sign to each bucket/trash can 
• Use the plastic baggies and fill them with enough ping-pong balls for each person in a small 

group to have one. Provide one bag per small group. (NOTE: Be sure to have extra ping-pong 
balls on hand in case any visitors come.) As the kids enter the Large Group environment, give 
each SGL their group’s bag of ping-pong balls. 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes) 
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a 
Large Group setting. 

HOST: “Hey, hey, hey! Welcome, welcome, everyone! I am so glad you guys are here today at Kids’ 
Place! If you’re glad you’re here, give me a good fist pump and say, ‘It’s so clear (fist pump) I’m GLAD 
to be here.’ Ready?” 

HOST and KIDS: “It’s so clear (fist pump) I’m GLAD to be here.” 

HOST: “That’s awesome! Are you all ready for some fun today? Yes! Me too! Of course, we always 
have fun in Kids’ Place. And let’s start the fun and kick off our time together by remembering what we’re 
talking about this month. Raise your hand if you remember. It’s kind of a long word to say. On three, 
shout it out. One, two, three. (Pause for response.) If you said stewardship, you are correct. Can you 
read this with me?” 

CG: Stewardship Slide 

HOST and KIDS: “Stewardship is taking care of what you have because it all belongs to God.” 

HOST: “One more time!” 
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HOST and KIDS: “Stewardship is taking care of what you have because it all belongs to God.” 

HOST: “That’s right! The time we have, the stuff we own—it all belongs to God! He gives us these 
things so we can use them to love Him and to love others. Today we’re going to talk about something 
else that belongs to God, but first, let’s watch our intro video.” 

Tech: Play Intro Video. 

HOST: “All right, c’mon and stand to your feet. I love that in worship we can clap, jump, dance, play air 
guitar, and do all sorts of other things to celebrate how cool and wonderful God is. I want you to sing 
this song with all you’ve got. 

Tech: Play Worship Song. 

“First John 3:16 says: We know what love is because Jesus Christ gave his life for us. So we should 
give our lives for our brothers and sisters (NIrV). One of the things Jesus told us to do was to share His 
love—the good news of His truth—with this world. Let me hear you say, ‘Go, go, go!’ (Pause.) Even 
louder, let me hear you say, ‘Go, go, go!’ (Pause.) Oh yeah. Let’s sing it loud!” 

Tech: Play Worship Song. 

**Allow time for those who have been baptized take communion while the communion song plays.  

HOST: “Give me a thumbs-up if you’re having a great time! This month we’ve been talking about the 
earth, our time, and our stuff, and what have we been saying about all that? Who does all of that belong 
to? (Pause for response.) God! That’s right. Everything belongs to God. 

“Does ‘everything’ mean your family? (Hold hand to ear.) Yes! Does ‘everything’ mean your favorite toy? 
(Hold hand to ear.) Yes! Does ‘everything’ mean your time? (Hold hand to ear.) Yes! ‘Everything’ means 
everything. Everything belongs to God. He allows us to use His stuff. And how we choose to use it is 
called stewardship.  

“We’ve seen how the people who wrote the Bible talked a ton about how God wants us to take care of 
what we have. And today is no different. We have a GREAT couple of verses to check out today. So 
let’s dig into God’s Word. Sound good? Great!” 

BIBLE VERSE PART ONE 
Pick up the Bible and open it to 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. 

STORYTELLER: “Sometimes when we pick up a Bible, it can feel like one super long book. But 
actually, it’s a bunch of little books all put together. One of those books is called 2 Corinthians. And 
really, it’s not a book. It’s a letter that a man named Paul wrote to a bunch of people who followed Jesus 
in a place called Corinth. He wanted them to know all sorts of things about how people can live in a way 
that brings honor to God. And in this letter, Paul talked about how we use our money.  

CG: 2 Corinthians 9:6 Slide  

“Here’s what Paul told his friends. (Reading from the Bible) Here is something to remember. The one 
who plants only a little will gather only a little. And the one who plants a lot will gather a lot (2 
Corinthians 9:6 NIrV). 
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“Okay, that makes sense, right? Someone who plants five plants will only have five plants. Someone 
who plants 500 plants will have 500 plants.  

“Paul was referring to gathering crops because for many people living in Paul’s time, how much crop 
they harvested was related to how much money they’d make that year. Having lots of crops meant that 
you could sell lots of crops and make money to provide for your family.  

“But what does that mean for us? You know, for those of us who don’t plant things? Well, let’s think 
about this for a moment. If you only work a little, you’ll only get a little reward. But if you work a LOT, 
chances are that you’ll receive a lot of reward. It may not be money, but it could be more opportunities 
or the satisfaction you can feel for a job well done. In school, it could mean the grades you receive.   

“In this case, though, Paul is referring to payment someone receives for the work they do. And Paul 
goes on to tell these followers of Jesus what God wants them to do with their money. Let’s keep 
reading!” 
  
BIBLE VERSE PART TWO 
CG: 2 Corinthians 9:7 Slide 

(Reading from the Bible) “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give. You 
shouldn’t give if you don’t want to. You shouldn’t give because you are forced to. God loves a cheerful 
giver (2 Corinthians 9:7 NIrV). 

Shut the Bible and set it down. Begin moving the three 
labeled bins to the front of the stage.  

“In this verse, Paul tells the followers of Jesus two very important things. First, he says, ‘You should 
only give what you want to give—not because you have to, but because you want to.’ And second, he 
says, ‘God wants you to be a cheerful giver.’ 

“In other words, God wants us to use some of our money to help people, but He wants us to have a 
good attitude when we do it.  

“That can be hard sometimes. After all, you’re just kids, so you don’t have a ton of money, do you? But 
the amount of money you give isn’t what Paul is talking about in this verse. Paul seems to be talking 
about having a plan for how you’ll be generous with the money you do have.   

“The good news is there are some really cool, really simple ideas about how to be good stewards with 
our money. In fact, we found a really GOOD plan that will help you take care of your money, use it 
wisely, and honor God with it. Let’s see how it works.” 

GIVE, SAVE, SPEND 
STORYTELLER: “There are three steps in the plan to use our money wisely.   

Take 10 dollars’ worth of fake money from of the Punch 
Wall, preferably in single dollar bills. 

“The first thing we do when we get our money is to GIVE right off the top. This is something God talks 
about through the Bible. God knows that sometimes it’s hard for us to want to give. We want to spend 
ALL of our money right away. But giving is important to God, so we should give off the top so we can 
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definitely have enough to give. 

Walk in front of the “Give” bin. Drop one dollar in. 

“I have 10 dollars, so let’s start with 1 dollar. That’s 10 percent of what we have. That's a great place to 
start when it comes to knowing how much to give to others. You can give to your church, people in 
need, or organizations that help others find out more about Jesus!   

Walk in front of the “Save” bin. 

“Once you give, it’s time to think about how much money you’ll SAVE. Whatever amount you decide on, 
make sure you put it somewhere safe, like your mom or dad, a piggy bank, or even an actual bank in 
your neighborhood. But you should always be saving. You can save for things like vacations or new 
cars or a new home. But it’s also a wise use of your money to put some away in case something 
happens and you need some money to fix it. How about we start with two dollars out of the nine we 
have left after we gave? 

Drop two dollars into the “Save” bin.  

“The last thing we can do with our money is SPEND it! This might be your favorite part.  

Walk in front of the “Spend” bin. 

“After you give a certain amount, and after you save a certain amount, you can spend the rest however 
you want. But that doesn’t mean you should just spend your money on anything and everything, right? 
When you’re an adult, most of your money goes toward a place to live, food to eat, or clothes to wear, 
not to mention things like cell phones, electricity, and heat. It’s fun to spend money on toys and things 
we want, but a lot of time we need to spend money on things we need. And when we have a plan, we 
can have enough money for all of those things.  

Drop the rest of the money into the “Spend” bin.  

“When we have a wise plan for our money, we’re able to have a good attitude about how we use it. 
Now it’s your turn!” 

WRAPPING UP THE STORY 
STORYTELLER: “Small Group Leaders, now is the time to hand out those ping-pong balls! Okay, 
everyone. We just learned about a good plan to use our money wisely. Now we’re going to practice it 
with these ping-pong balls and pretend they’re our money.  

Bring the “Give” bin to stage right. Point to a small section 
of the audience. 

“Okay, this section, you’re going to practice giving. On three, throw your ‘money’ into the bin. Ready? 
One, two, three.  

Help the kids get their ping-pong balls into the bin.   

“Great job! 

Replace the “Give” bin and bring the “Save” bin to stage 
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center. Point to a larger section of the audience. 

“This section, you’re going to practice saving. On three, throw your ‘money’ into the bin. Ready? One, 
two, three.  

Help the kids get their ping-pong balls into the bin.   

“Awesome! We’ve given, we saved, and now we spend. 

Replace the “Save” bin and bring the “Spend” bin to stage 
right. Point to the remaining section of the audience. 

“You ready to practice spending? On three, throw your ‘money’ into the bin. Ready? One, two, three.  

Help the kids get their ping-pong balls into the bin. Replace 
the bin. 

“Perfect! We completed practicing God’s plan for our money! Remember, whether it’s money we earn, 
money we get for our birthdays, or money we get as an allowance, we need a plan to use our money 
wisely.  

“Let’s take a look at our Bottom Line for today. 

CG: Bottom Line Slide 

[Bottom Line] “Use your money wisely. Say it with me.” 

KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “Use your money wisely.” 

STORYTELLER: “One more time! How should we use our money?” 

KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “Use your money wisely.” 

STORYTELLER: “You’ve got it! How about we pray and ask God to help us use our money wisely?” 

Pray 
STORYTELLER: “God, thank You so much for everything You allow us to use. We know it all belongs 
to You. Help us to give, save, and spend—not because we have to but because we want to honor You 
with the money You allow us to have. Help us to be cheerful givers, because that’s what You love. We 
love You. We pray this in Jesus’ name, amen!” 

Tech: Play Outro Video. 

HOST: “You know, money CAN be a good thing. But money can also make people act really crazy. It 
can cause fights between friends and family members. It can turn people into greedy people who don’t 
care about anything else. If you’re not careful with it, money can lead to all kinds of problems. That’s 
why it’s important to take care of the money God has given you—to use it wisely. 
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“One way to do that is to remember that everything—including your money—belongs to God. If you can 
do that, it can change the way you spend your money, the way you save it, and yes, the way you give it 
away. 

CG: Bottom Line Slide 

“The one thing to remember today is this: [Bottom Line] Use your money wisely.  

“When you [Bottom Line] use your money wisely, you spend money on things that matter instead of 
wasting it. Now let’s head to Small Group, where we’ll talk more about how we can use our money in a 
way that honors God. Have a great time! See you next week!” 
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