
 

 

isch-ing Lines      by Deacon Howard Fischer 

 

Noted Catholic author and Scripture scholar Alice Camille 

writes, “To be honest, I don’t like today’s readings. I find 

them troubling... I’m in the truth-telling business, yet I harden 

my heart against this message. Scripture is not wishy-

washy, and these passages are clear-cut diamonds, and just as 

sharp. Jesus lays out the invitation—no, the obligation!—to confront 

each other with wrongdoing in the spirit of benevolent correction. 

Most of us prefer to decline, because it’s an icky business.” 

Actually, I think most of us don’t mind issuing corrections to 

others. We just don’t like doing it benevolently or directly. We 

much prefer ambushing someone or, better yet, talking about them 

behind their back. These things are far easier and don’t expose us 

to much risk. Yet, gossip is one of the most destructive and 

corrosive elements in nature. Pope Francis frequently talks about 

the malignancy of gossip: “Gossip can also kill, because it kills the 

reputation of the person! It is so terrible to gossip! At first it may 

seem like a nice thing, even amusing, like enjoying a candy. But in 

the end, it fills the heart with bitterness, and even poisons us.” 

Alice Camille points out that providing correction requires that we 

know what is actually the correct thing before we advise others 

that they aren’t doing it. Too often we jump off without all the facts 

or we try to impose a personal preference rather than an absolute 

“right way.” Frequently we simply pass judgment on others based 

on externals. We are quick to compare ourselves to other people 

and find ways in which we can be satisfied that we are better and 

holier than they are...and then point out that “fact.” But we need to 

be aware of the plank in our own eye before we attempt to address 

the splinter in someone else’s. Thomas Merton, a famous Catholic 

monk and author, once observed that “Truly the great problem is 

the salvation of those who, being good, think they have no further 

need to be saved and imagine their task is to make others ‘good’ like 

themselves!” 



 

 

Next, we need to be benevolent. Camille writes, “Too often we come 

out swinging the sledgehammer of righteous indignation instead. 

The stories of parents screaming moral instruction at their children 

or spouses hurtling accusations at each other are legion. Even if we 

whisper the need to reconsider a course of action, we must check 

that we’re not smiling inwardly, enjoying the superior position too 

much. Self-righteousness is the killer of every good intention. It 

bears repeating: Self-righteous smugness befouls the moral high 

ground and makes it stink. To be sure our intentions are pure, we 

might ask: Do I feel motivated by love or by anger or disgust? Am I 

calm or roused to do battle? Do I aim to help or to bludgeon? If our 

intention is anything but love, we’re not prepared to engage the 

spirit of correction.” 

But there’s another dimension to today’s Scripture readings, 

probably the dimension we overlook because it makes us even 

more uncomfortable than giving correction. It’s being on the 

receiving end of correction. None of us likes to be critiqued or 

criticized. We usually respond with defense or denial. While some 

correction may be poorly delivered or significantly off-target, there 

is often a kernel of truth in what we are being told. And it may be 

more than just a kernel. We need to sort through the message and 

recognize where we do indeed need to modify our path and make 

amends for injuries we’ve caused. The heart of the Gospel message 

is that we need to repent, to change our ways. Thus, you and I 

need to receive correction and we need to act upon it.  

May we eliminate back-stabbing, corrosive gossip from our 

thoughts, words and actions. Instead, let us give and receive 

benevolent correction in the loving spirit of Christ himself. One 

final, different note: Please be as generous as you are able in 

donating to agencies such as Catholic Charities who are caring for 

hurricane victims. Our brothers and sisters desperately need our 

tangible assistance, which make our well-wishes and prayers real. 

If you wish to contact me, please leave a note in the Parish Office 

or send an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com.  

 


