
 

 

isch-ing Lines      by Deacon Howard Fischer 

Today’s Gospel is a reminder that God is a God of Love and 

a God of Expectations.  He loves and trusts us immensely, 

but he expects us to be responsible with that trust. Spouses 

love each other deeply and trust their lives to each other, 

but that comes with the responsibility of living up to that 

trust. What is given must also be reciprocated. The same dynamic 

is true in our relationship with God. 

We might think the master in today’s parable is hard on the third 

servant. But if we read from the beginning we will see that the 

master disposed of all his goods and possessions to these servants 

when he went on his trip. Can you imagine giving all your worldly 

goods to someone? There are probably not many people we love and 

trust that much, but that is how God loves and trusts you and me. 

Not only does the third servant shrink from the responsibility, he 

then blames his master for being a hard and cruel man! This third 

servant apparently has no love for the master and his sole interest 

is in himself and his own security. 

I ran across the following story which I think illustrates the choice 

we have in responding to God’s graciousness, just like the servants 

in the parable: 

A father once went on a long journey and gave his two sons, 

who were construction builders, money to build him two 

houses. The first son spends all the money in building the 

father a beautiful, expensive house. But the second son, 

seeing an opportunity to make some money for himself, 

skimps on the materials and quality and builds a cheap 

house. When the father returns, he rewards the sons by 

saying, “In gratitude for what you have done, I am giving each 

of you the house you built for me; you and your family may 

live in that house.” 

You and I need to seriously look ourselves in the mirror and 

determine which servant, which son, are we? What does the 

evidence of our lives say?  



 

 

Today’s parable is not about money. It is about taking risks, about 

risking what God has given in order to accomplish more for his 

Kingdom. It requires faith and self-denial, trusting that we will still 

be well taken care of by the Master. Do you and I put ourselves “out 

there” and risk rejection in order to serve the Lord?  Or do we find 

ways to shrink from that responsibility out of fear or laziness or 

self-indulgence? 

As our liturgical year winds to its conclusion, the Church has us 

look at “end time” questions – the ends of our lives and the ultimate 

end of the world. And when we do come to that point, as we 

inevitably will, none of the stuff that we spend so much of our time 

and energy and worries on throughout the course of our lives 

figures into the final picture. Houses, cars, bank accounts – none of 

that matters. What does enter the final picture is what we have 

done to build God’s Kingdom, to multiply what he has given us, to 

spread his love and mercy in the world, to nurture others in faith; 

what does enter the final accounting is only that which we have 

given away. 

May you and I live with trust in God’s goodness and providence, 

grateful for all he has given. Unlike the third servant, may we risk 

what we have received from the Lord in order to help build up his 

Kingdom. Let us not skimp on the project and so live up to God’s 

expectations and to the great trust he has placed in us. In the end, 

this is the only appraisal that matters.  

Wishing you and your family a most blessed Thanksgiving! If you 

wish to contact me, please leave a note in the Parish Office or send 

an email to deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 

 

 


