
 

isch-ing Lines      by Deacon Howard Fischer 

We constantly see the evidence of sin and evil around us. 

There is a natural human tendency to find someone else 

on whom to pin the blame. (Note Genesis’ account of 

Adam’s response to God’s inquiry about the apple: “Eve 

made me do it!” And then Eve passing the blame on: “It 

was the snake who tricked me!”) Frequently, this blame game is 

elevated in a thinly veiled form of self-righteousness and prejudice: 

blame is assigned to entire groups of people. Some even take blame a 

step further and say that the misfortune of some groups is a form of 

divine punishment for their misdeeds (such as when Pat Robertson 

blamed the 2010 Haiti earthquake on the Haitians). 

All such “judge others” and “blame others” approaches to sin and evil 

are contrary to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus called upon his 

disciples to recognize their own sinfulness first before trying to put 

down others: “Why do you look for the speck of dust in your brother’s 

eye, and never notice the plank that is in your own eye?” (Mt 7:3)  Any 

discussion of sin must begin with the recognition that we ourselves 

are in as much need of forgiveness and salvation as anyone. Before we 

judge and uproot others, we need to start with ourselves and accept 

responsibility for our own sins. And when dealing with evil, we would 

do well to remember the instruction of St. Paul: hate the sin but love 

the sinner.  

As disciples of the Lord, we oppose the moral characterization of 

groups of people based on their economic class, ethnic heritage or any 

other external difference. Such judgments and attitudes are inherently 

self-righteous and prejudiced…and wrong. Nor can we know the 

hearts of people. We can never forget that Christ came to live with 

prostitutes, beggars, and embezzlers! Jesus proclaimed that the poor 

would be at the head of the line for God’s blessings while He 

passionately condemned the attitude of moral superiority among the 

Pharisees. Any judging and uprooting is beyond our job description 

and abilities. 

 



 

Reflecting on today’s Gospel passage about the weeds among the 

wheat, Sr. Mary McGlone writes: “The servants are quick to offer to 

cleanse the land of the intrusion, but the landowner has a different 

point of view. He’s not ready to make a final determination about the 

worth of everything growing out there. There may be some surprises, 

and harvest time will tell the final tale. There’s no doubt that the 

landowner sees his servants as too precipitous in their eagerness to fix 

the field. One question here might be, ‘Just what is a weed?’ Wikipedia 

defines a weed as ‘a plant considered undesirable in a particular 

situation.’ Of course the next question must be ‘What is undesirable to 

whom?’ The servants saw the weeds as undesirable. The owner saw 

the servants’ presumed horticultural infallibility as undesirable. What 

needs to be eliminated here?” 

Sr. Mary goes on to say: “People who would be quick to weed think 

they understand just how things should be. The ‘weeds’ upset what 

they perceive as the divinely sanctioned order of the world: a well-

cleared field with one (meticulously organic) crop. These people are 

caricatures like the stereotypical Pharisees of Jesus’ time or the self-

defined religious perfectionists of any age. They interpret precisely how 

strict rules apply to each situation and strive to maintain themselves 

in pure virtue. They know that contact with anyone or anything 

‘unclean’ diminishes their holiness. Jesus was anathema to this sort 

of person. He touched the unclean, ate with sinners, worked on the 

Sabbath, and generally seemed to relish activities that were the 

symbolic equivalent of blowing dandelion seedpods over every 

manicured lawn he came near.” 

Today’s Gospel calls us to reassess whom we call evildoers and who 

should take it upon themselves to uproot, excommunicate or shun 

them. Since Jesus went out of his way to reach out and touch those 

who were “out of bounds,” we ought to do the same. And leave the 

sifting and judging to the landowner at the harvest. In the meantime, 

we need to uproot within ourselves thinking, speaking, and acting in 

ways that are judgmental and self-righteous. Instead we need to 

cultivate forgiveness and mercy. If you wish to contact me, please 

leave a note in the Parish Office or send an email to 

deaconhwf99@yahoo.com. 



 

 

 


