
Deacon Deliberations by Deacon Gary Kupsak 

“BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS” 

     Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord.  We’ve heard Matthew’s Gospel many times, 

and we all probably know where it leads. We know the line of the passage when Matthew 

proclaimed: 

“When they saw him they worshiped, but they doubted” 

     Five weeks ago in John 20: 1-19 he talked about Thomas “The Doubter,” and today we’re 

again reminded that doubting is still on the minds of the disciples. Yes, “they doubted.” But it 

was common in those days right after the resurrection for disciples, even those who saw and 

spoke to him to recognize the risen Jesus. What were those first followers of Jesus being asked to 

believe? More importantly, do we doubt, what are we being asked to believe right here, right 

now? 

     On the surface, it may seem that it was as simple as recognizing that Jesus was someone who 

was very close to God, had willingly given his life and was raised from the dead. That Jesus gave 

his disciples here on earth all he could give them, had recognized that his work here on earth was 

done, and was about to leave them to be with his Heavenly Father. But is that enough? Is that all 

we need to believe? Let me ask you this, as being a member of that very, very large group of 

Christians who have not seen, yet profess that they believe, do you: Believe that God loves us 

more than we can imagine; Believe that the world and ever person  in it is precious in God’s 

eyes; Believe that love triumphs over evil; Believe that violence and revenge have no place in 

God’s  kingdom; Believe that in order to change the world to better reflect the Kingdom of God 

that we must allow God to change us from within; Believe that God’s way is always the best 

way; Believe that it’s not all about us, and that our life should be one lived for others. Do we 

truly, down deep in our hearts believe that, and then act accordingly? 

      I pray you’ll agree that it’s our belief in our Catholic faith, a belief that has been developed 

since the day of our baptism, that ultimately allows us to, unlike the disciples in today’s Gospel, 

have no doubts about Christ’s Ascension into heaven.  Even though we may not have seen the 

wounds in His hands, feet and side; even though we may not have been among a crowd of 

thousands who were fed by a few fish and barley loaves, even though we never sat on a sea shore 

and listened to Him speak, our faith allows us to believe.  

      So, I ask you, even though we can’t see him, do we believe that Jesus Christ sits at the right 

hand of God the Father, is physically present with us in the Eucharist, and will ALWAYS be 

with us in spirit? When we reflect on what scripture has told us had transpired since that blessed 

Easter morning can we, from the depths of our hearts, genuinely and without a scintilla of doubt 

proclaim, “My Lord and my God,” and know that “Blessed are those who have not seen and 

have believed.” Now having been blessed, are we ready by word and deed to make disciples of 

others, and to always (in good times and bad) remember, “Behold, I am with you always, until 

the end of the age.” 

 


