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“Turn Down the Radio” 

I’m one of those people who almost always listens to the radio when I’m driving. 

I usually split time evenly between sports radio and music, with the occasional CD 

thrown in (Yes, I’m one of those dinosaurs who still buy discs and carry an assortment 

of them in my car). I play the music pretty loud and must admit, I sing along with my 

favorites, sometimes at the top of my lungs. 

I used the word “almost” for a reason. You see, I don’t always have something 

blaring from the speakers when I’m driving. There is one instance in which I turn 

everything off, one instance in which I need total silence. The need for silence happens 

when I’m looking for something. That’s right---when I’m looking for something. Do 

you do the same thing? If I’m trying to see an address on a house or mailbox, or I’m 

trying to read a street sign, or I’m looking for a store or restaurant I’ve never been to 

before, I have to turn off the radio, that is eliminate excess noise. It seems strange to 

say, but sometimes I have to eliminate sound so I can see better. Or sometimes I have to 

close my eyes to recall something I’m trying to remember. Funny how things work 

sometimes. 

 So Jesus tells the Twelve, “What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the 

light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.” He’s telling them that 

God isn’t going to speak to them in loud and dramatic ways. He’s not going to hit them 

over the head to get their attention or shout at them from on high. Rather, he’s going to 

come to them gently, quietly, in an intimate, loving and peaceful way. They shouldn’t 

expect the voice of God to speak to them with great fanfare or a booming voice. No—

he’s helping them understand that God’s voice (and that means his too) will best be 

heard in a quiet and darkness (with the lights and sounds of a hectic world kept at a 

distance). Only then will they know what to do, where to go, what to say and how to say 

it. And so it is with us too. 

 So although we do in fact live in a hectic, noisy, busy and sometimes unrelenting 

world, and climbing out of that world can really weigh us down if we don’t shout out as 

loud as we can; finding the quiet, turning off the bright lights is what Christ is offering 

us in today’s Gospel lesson.  

And so, my dear friends, I encourage each of us (myself most of all) that if we 

search for the truth in what Jesus Christ has given us in the New Testament, we must 

find ways to turn off the metaphorical bright lights, tune down the radio or whatever else 

we need to have “go away” from time to time so that we can hear that voice--- the only 

voice that matters---the voice of our loving God who has some pretty important things to 

say to us … if we’ll only let him. 


