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“The Woman at the Well” 

     We don’t know her name or age, but her conversation with Jesus is his longest one-on-one chat recorded in Scriptures. 

That’s reason enough, isn’t it, to ask. “Who was this woman?” 

     It was high noon and a very hot and humid day. Jesus was very tired from his travels and chose a sensible place to rest. 

While his disciples went into town to find food, Jesus relaxed at Jacob’s well in Samaria. Our unnamed woman appeared 

with clay jar in hand to collect the day’s water, when Jesus made a request to her: “Give me a drink of water.” 

Outrageous!!! First of all, Jews did not ever speak to Samaritans and second, Jewish men were not allowed to address 

women without their husband present. Now Jesus was willing to toss out those rules, but not so our woman at the well. 

She declared, “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” The woman focused on the law; Jesus 

focused on grace. Jesus was about to offer a tantalizing “gift,” a truly irresistible offering. 

     So instead of insisting that she pour him a drink, the Lord offered her “living water.” Water from the ground was so 

very common, but living water? Now he had the woman’s attention. Yet this polite but gutsy woman pointed out the 

obvious “Sir, you do not even have a bucket, and the cistern is deep; where can you get this living water?” Her natural 

curiosity prompted her to ask these questions. Such questions were no cause for nervousness, Jesus knows how to handle 

doubt and disbelief. To quench the woman’s spiritual thirst, the Lord first confessed the truth about plain H20: “Everyone 

who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” Then Jesus made a very bold promise: “Whoever drinks the water I shall give 

will never thirst.” In one simple sentence Jesus shifted from everyday thirst to thirst for everlasting life. 

     Was our girl ready for that leap of faith? Not quite. She wanted whatever Jesus was offering, but only so she could 

avoid returning to the well with that backbreaking jar for water. If we’re honest with ourselves, we understand that 

motivation, don’t we? Eager to satisfy our physical needs, we at times overlook our spiritual needs. It may have been time 

for Christ to call for “backup.”  

     Jesus told her, “Go call your husband and come back.” Not that unusual of a request since women couldn’t converse 

alone with a man in a public place. But Jesus’ agenda was more to discover truth, than about following Jewish society 

rules. When she said, she had no husband, not only did Jesus remind her of the five she previously had, but of her current 

status of living with a man. Five marriages did not make her a sinner in a time of warfare, disease and injury, when men 

dropped like flies. A widow became either a beggar, a prostitute or another man’s wife. Each time, this Samaritan woman 

chose the best option. But sharing a bed with a sixth man, not your husband, was a sin. Did she “fess up?” Nope, she 

changed the subject. She told Jesus, “When the Messiah comes he will tell us everything.” 

     How stunned, plain flabbergasted she must have been when Jesus revealed, “I am he, the one speaking with you.” In 

the next moment, the arrival of his disciples confirmed his identity and gave the woman the time to process the truth. The 

Anointed one had come! Overjoyed, she left her water jar and went back into town to urge her neighbors, “Come see a 

man who told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the Christ?” 

     The story of the woman at the well is a good reminder that our response to the Lord should pretty much be the same. 

Through His unending mercy, we confront our true selves, we open ourselves to experience God’s grace, and we eagerly 

share the “Good News” with those around us. We do that regularly, don’t we? Maybe this Lent is a good time to leave our 

water jars at the well, and like the Samaritan woman, recommit to bringing the “Good News,” to others in word and deed. 


