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Rebuilding broken lives through Christ

Pine Valley Camp

Follow us:
Pine Valley Camp

Thank you for investing 
in the ministry of Pine 
Valley. Please consider 
continuing to support 
Pine Valley towards our 
summer expenses and 
our on going year round 
ministry. 

For 20 summers now 
we have seen incredible 
life-change and growth 
in our campers and staff 
who serve them!

Contribute through your 
employer
Code #931352

Scan to visit our 
support page

3 Great ways to give!

PineValleyCamp

@PineValley_Camp
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A special thank you to all of our “Ambassadors” who invited friends to our 
Story Harvest Banquet and to all of you who attended. It was good to see 
the power of camp in the faces and stories of our campers and staff. We 

celebrated how camp is a place of “firsts, favorites, future, and family”. We 
also introduced our new language and icons to make serving at Pine Valley 
more accessible for those seeking to make a difference in lives of youth and 
teens. Be sure to look for these icons and discover opportunities to rebuild 

broken lives through Jesus Christ. 
Please save the date to join us for next year’s Story Harvest Banquet 

October 8, 2016. 
To see “My Pine Valley” video check us out on YouTube.

Kings -  Leverage their possessions, power and 
position for the sake of the mission.

Ambassadors -  Raise awareness of the mission for 
the benefit of the children.

Craftsmen  - Give their time and talents to enhance 
the camper’s experience and environment.

Shepherds  - Care faithfully for the children in their 
community.

Warriors - Enlist for a season to lay their lives down 
for the children.

Thank You
THE STORY HARVEST



As we close out another year of 
ministry, I certainly can’t help but 
give thanks to the Lord for His con-
tinued ongoing help!  We came into 
2015 facing 15 different major challeng-
es/uncertainties from ongoing frustra-
tions with our I.T. support, donor soft-
ware, our email being out for weeks, to 
sending good staff like Benj & Christina 
to Africa.  As we were faced with these 
challenges we have been praying for 
them each week at our  Tuesday morn-
ing 7:15 prayer time.  We prayed for Ben’s 
replacement, we needed to hire a book 
keeper, a new I.T. person, two Head Cooks 
for the summer and a grant writer, while 
also needing to get our foundation dug 
for our new ‘Duplex Cabin”.   We also had 
several of our key grants renew this year 
that we weren’t certain what would hap-
pen, and new staff trying to raise support 
so they can serve here.  This was on top of 
all the other “normal” stuff in trying to run 
camp, plus when you come into a new 
year, you never know what uncertainties 
lie before you!

In light of all this I am grateful, thankful, 
and rejoicing that the Lord has answered 
our prayers.  What in last January was an 
uncertainty, today is a definite display of 
our Lord’s intervention!!!   I celebrate to-

Certain Uncertainty
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by Mr. Matt

“And the Lord helped David wherever he went.”  
I Chron. 18:13



day that the Lord has answered 14 of those 15 prayer needs, and I’m believing He will answer 
our final one!!!  I don’t know what tomorrow holds…BUT I know Who holds tomorrow!  While 
I bask in this moment seeing the Lord’s hand, I’m certain that I will enter back into those trou-
bled waters of uncertainty.  But each time I enter, my faith is stronger, because I am certain 
that, “What the Lord calls us to do, He enables us to do!!!”  This is true of our life and walk, our 
family, this ministry, and even our Rebuild!!!  God’s timing IS perfect!  I rest in this certainty, no 
matter how uncertain my circumstances look!!!

     We push forward to meet these basic needs at camp in order to have a place where we 
are able to address an even more crucial uncertainty, and offer the certain Hope in Jesus.

A Letter to God, a Camper’s need for certainty.

GIVE A GIFT OF CERTAINTY…..BE A CERTAIN ANSWER TO PRAYER…OFFER CERTAIN 
HOPE TO A CAMPER

Please remember to give your year end tax deductible gift to Pine Valley Camp.
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Q: How are you currently serving here 
in Pittsburgh? 

Andrea: As a Family Based Therapist I 
work to identify what needs are not being 
met and how it translates between school 
and home, I then work to help meet those 
needs.

Q: During your time in Colorado what 
was your favorite responsibility? 

Andrea: I loved working with teenagers 
in the foster care system. I served a lot of 
kids who were aging out of the system, I 
helped them with everything. I would help 
them get jobs, apply for school loans, find 
apartments, apply to colleges, anything a 
parent would be doing to support a 16-20 
year old, I would do it.  I loved working 
with the teens. I remember when I was 
at Pine Valley Mr. Matt identified my gift 

6

by Matto

Where
Are
They
Now?

I recently had the pleasure to reconnect with a good friend and former Pine 
Valley Camp counselor Andrea Righi. Andrea has spent the last 13 years serving 
in Boulder, Colorado as a social worker but has recently returned to Pittsburgh 
to invest in her family. Andrea is currently living in Pittsburgh and serving as a 
Family Specialist at Pressley Ridge. 



of working with teens, looking back that 
insight was really helpful, at 20 your just not 
that self-aware, but he noticed my strengths 
and encouraged me in that direction. 

Q: What is something you learned 
working at Pine Valley? 

Andrea: I enjoyed working so closely with 
the kids. Some of my previous ministry 
experiences were not as relational, I 
appreciated the chance to get into the kids 
world. I learned you got to get messy, and 
be willing to experience other people’s mess. 
I have realized it is limiting to stick to what 
we know and what is comfortable.  

Q: What is something you appreciate 
about your experience working at Pine 
Valley?

I loved my relationships with the staff. 
There was such a sense of community there, 
believing the best and having each other’s 
backs. 

Q: What would you say to a young adult 
about working at camp? 

There is nothing like it.
God will flip your world upside down. 
You are going to cry and that’s okay. 
Embrace the community, you will need 
each other.
You will never forget it. 

Q: What would you say to a potential 
camper attending camp?

It will be the time of your life.
Camp is bursting with funness.
You will be safe. 
You will be loved. 
You will be cared for.

Q: With your expertise, why the 
distinction between loved and cared for? 

Andrea: By loved, I mean they will 
experience the unconditional love of Jesus 
through the staff. By cared for I mean, they 
will have their basic needs met by the staff. 
Unfortunately in my experience I see a lot 
of kids who have not experienced having 
their basic needs met let alone having 
encountered the Love of Jesus. 

Q: How can we pray for you? 

Andrea: I feel like I accomplished what I 
came back to Pennsylvania to do, so now I 
am trying to discern what is next. I want to 
move back to Boulder Colorado, but I want 
to be open to what the Lord has for me. I 
would love to work with teens again in a 
faith based atmosphere.  
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I learned you got to get messy, and be willing 

to experience other people’s mess. I have 

realized it is limiting to stick to what we 

know and what is comfortable.



Since I have joined the team back in May 
of this past year, I have been blessed 
with some amazing opportunities in so 
many different ways. One example of 
this is how this fall I had the opportunity 
to lead some volunteer groups. They 
have shown up with big hearts for the 
camp, and a great spirit to get the work 
done that was needed to get done. Two 
groups that have really stood out to 
me in showing how even the smallest 
of groups can get a lot done. The first 
group was family and friends of Jim Paff. 
They came to put a roof on the Seneca 
Chapel that was donated awhile back. 
Not only did the task get accomplished, 
but their spirits where high even while 
we worked in the pouring down rain 
and cold weather. It was amazing to 
see everyone stick it out till the job was 

finished. The second group that really 
stood out to me was a very small group 
from Primitive Methodist Church, led 
by Dennis Handley. There was only him 
and his wife, and 4 young teens from the 
church, but boy did they get some good 
work done. They all stayed positive when 
working and had a great day serving 
the Lord and the camp for the kids of 
upcoming summers. The willingness of 
people wanting to serve here, no matter 
how big or small the project, or how bad 
the weather may be, really reminds me 
as to why we all serve here. To make sure 
the kids that come in the future summers 
have an amazing place to have fun and to 
learn about the Lord our God. 

8

Big Hearts 
for Camp

  by Mark Parker



Volunteer Opportunities: 
• Block layers as well as laborers to work alongside the block layers so 

that we can get the foundation of the new cabin done. 
• Carpenters to help with the cabin following the completion of the 

foundation.
• People to help hang siding on Matto’s house and also work on installing 

the pool deck. 
• Don’t forget you can come work with our awesome “retired Tuesday” 

guys or help Lori in the office .

Wish List: 
• We are in need of a new fork lift, as ours has broken beyond repair. One 

with a little more off road capability, but anything would do.
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Fall at Pine Valley; the excitement and energy of camp has all been 

quieted down. It is a very quick transition from Summer to Fall at camp. 

The mosaic of colorful leaves that just one month ago was in all of the 

trees now cover the ground where campers had been playing and 

enjoying their time at camp. I reflect back to the Summer when Pine 

Valley staff were pouring themselves out for the campers and sowing 

seeds of the Gospel into their hearts.

Those who plant in tears will harvest with 
shouts of joy. They weep as they go to plant 
their seed, but they sing as they return with 
the harvest. (Psalms 126:5-6)

This verse is very real to the staff at Pine 
Valley because of all the time and effort 
that we put into teaching the campers 
about the saving work of Christ and 
welcoming them into the family of God 

the Father Almighty. There has been 
another season of planting the Gospel 
at camp, watering seeds that were 
previously planted, and even though 
the literal harvest time for this year 
has passed there still is time to harvest 
seeds that were planted into the lives of 
campers. Join us in praying for campers 
and the seeds that were planted within 

Fall at Pine Valley
a
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them and when the time comes that we 
may “harvest with shouts of joy.”

I should probably give a little bit of an 
introduction to myself. My name is Tim 
Grubb and this is my first year working on 
the full time staff at Pine Valley as one of 
the maintenance directors. I started back 
in May after having worked as a general 
contractor for 2 1/2 years. I have found 
much enjoyment in working at Pine Valley 
and am truly blessed 
that this opportunity 
has been given to me.

Another important 
feature of the Fall 
season is the work 
groups that come 
out and help us in 
preparing the camp 
for the cold months. 
The first work group of 
the season was from 
Grace Community 
Church and they had 
a very large group, so they were able to 
work on a wide variety of projects. One 
particular project that they completed 
was hauling sand out of the pond that 
had washed in of off the road last Winter 
and Spring. We now have a stock pile of 
sand that we can put on the road when 
the snow and ice comes to keep people 
safe as they travel up and down the lane. 
The next group was from Concord United 
Methodist Church and they were coming 
out for the annual lumberjack weekend. 
This work stockpiles firewood at four 
different houses to keep them heated 
during the colder months. In preparation 
for that work day one gentlemen came 

out to drop trees ahead of time, and spent 
many hours himself in a bucket truck to 
cut down branches and trees, safely, he 
is also currently servicing some of our 
chainsaws. The last group that I would 
like to mention is the men from Light 
of Life rescue mission in Pittsburgh. The 
mission has consistently blessed us with 
volunteer man hours and sends a group 
to us twice a year, in the Spring and in 

the Fall. Their group stays for a week at a 
time which is very helpful in getting work 
done, but also in forming relationships 
with the men and their leaders. I was 
able to eat almost every meal with them 
and spend time in fellowship with them 
during the evenings. The opportunity 
to work and fellowship with these men 
was very encouraging to me. Building 
relationships with work groups that come 
to camp and help with projects is one of 
the greatest features of my job!!  I look 
forward to having you come to camp, so 
that we can work and fellowship together.

-by Tim Grubb



Here is some background:   When I 
was a little girl, my mom was a very 
sacrificial, stay-at-home mom.  My 
younger years are full of memories of a 
mom who cared for us, read to us, and 
sang with us.   There was always lots of 
singing, especially on car rides.  One of 
the most important things she imparted 
to me in the deepest parts of my heart, 
was the value of seeing people for who 
they are, and not for their infirmities, 
differences, or shortcomings.

Fast forward to now:

Now my mom is, because of physical 
limitations, residing in that very nursing 
home.   Going into the nursing home as 
frequently as I do now, it often seems 

to be filled with a sense of sadness or 
despair in people there.  Maybe it comes 
from the feeling of being in a hopeless 
situation.  This is actually a feeling that 
many of our kids are familiar with, but 
for different reasons.  I wondered if we 
could possibly bring the L.O.C. kids 
there to bring some music and life to 
this place.  So we set that up!

The kids burst through the doors like 
sunshine on the darkest day.   As the kids 
sang, you could feel the place warming 
up.  More and more wheelchairs began 
to crowd into the room and ever so 
slowly smiles began to appear.   But it 
was what happened when they were 
done singing that amazed me.

Sing Serve Smile               
The kids walked into the nursing home with a simple mission 
on their hearts:  to sing, serve, and smile.  Watching what 
happened in the next hour was almost magical and became my 
favorite Pine Valley, Light of the City moment this fall.

 by Miss Susan
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story.   I believe the kids will remember 
that day.

     We all, from the youngest to the 
oldest of us, want to be seen for who we 
are, and not for where we have to live, 
or for what others see on the surface.   
Those things do not define us.   We are 
made by God, loved by God, and have 

a story to tell, a 
song to sing.

Every time I 
go over to visit 
my mom now, 
I encounter 
people there 
who wave 
to me, not 
just because 
I am Ruthie’s 
daughter, but 

because I am the lady who brought 
those “wonderful kids” that day.  When 
they wave, I see a little sparkle in their 
eyes.   Maybe it’s a flicker of hope, a 
remembrance that lingers there from 
that day that light burst through the 
doors, in the form of city kids who came 
to Sing, Serve, and Smile! 

 I watched what God can do when 
unlikely people encounter each other, 
spanning the chasm of age, and social 
status.  It starts with a smile, a name, a 
touch or hug and suddenly the room is 
buzzing with encouragement. 

I watched what God can do when 
unlikely people encounter each other, 
spanning the chasm of age, and social 
status.  It starts with a smile, a name, 
a touch or hug and suddenly the 
room is buzzing with encouragement.  
Soon the giver and the receiver are 
indistinguishable from one another.  In 

a few short moments the elderly and 
the children were getting a peek into 
each other’s lives and stories.  No more 
awkwardness, fear, or judgment….just 
JOY!

The world inside those walls was 
brighter, and like what always happens 
in God’s economy, the kids went out to 
serve, and were the 
ones who were also 
blessed.

When it was almost 
time to leave, kids 
were running up to 
me, begging to go up 
and down the halls 
to meet more “old 
people”.

By the end of our 
time there, the kids 
no longer saw the 
wheelchairs or the 
wrinkles.   They saw 
people.   People of 
worth; people with a 



Give a gift that could 
change a life. 

For just $3.00 per bible or $72 for a case of 
24 you can Give a box of bibles 
and trust the Word of God to 
the Work of God!

Contact the office or designate 
“bibles for campers” on your 
check. 

Don’t forget to give your 
year-end tax deductible 
gift to Pine Valley Camp. 
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Shop Amazon Smile and a percentage
of your purchases will help support the mission 
at Pine Valley Camp. www.smile.amazon.com
“The Nehemiah Project at Pine Valley Bible Camp”
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Some of the counselors and I had 
traveled six hours to Lynchburg, 
Virginia to visit these campers on a 
fall weekend retreat. These partic-
ular campers are involved in an or-
ganization called Urban Mountain 
Adventures, where they take urban 
youth on outdoor adventures. We 
got connected with them through 
a former counselor whom we love, 
Bre (Aikens) Curtas. My initial inner 
reaction was to walk away defeat-
ed, questioning why we traveled 
so far for such a short time, if there 
was not going to be any heart con-
nection.
The rest of Saturday was spent 
playing manhunt, fishing near the 
pond, throwing footballs and Fris-
bees, swinging on these amazing 

sitting hammock swings, taking Rang-
er rides over bumpy terrain, watching a 
very cloudy sunset, and laughing often. 
The deep “emotional” talk that I expect-
ed never happened. 
But I saw joy on their faces instead of 
fear. Enjoyment of God’s creation and 
woods instead of anxiety. By Sunday 
afternoon when we were packing up 
to leave, kids were jumping on my car’s 
bumper insisting on coming back to 
Pine Valley with us. 
In that instant, I truly realized what Mr. 
Matt and Miss Susan have been say-
ing all this time. Love can be  spelled 
T-I-M-E or even P-L-A-Y. The girls never 
opened up the way I hoped, but they 
heard the word of God as relationships 
were built. They walked away from that 
weekend feeling loved. 

Just Spend Time   by Elle Molinari

My eyes were pleading as I looked around the small circle of girls. I knew 
these girls had recently experienced significant heartache and were bat-
tling related fears. Here was an opportunity to discuss their deep emotions 
and possible questions. And….SILENCE. You could hear a pin drop.



Even though the weather 
outside is turning bleak 
there are still plenty of 
projects to complete around 
camp.  Contact the office for 
available work weekends for 
your youth, church or service 
group.  We have plenty to do 
both indoors or out.
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Pine Valley Camp
Office 724-752-1661

Fax 724-752-1662 
www.pinevalleycamp.org 
info@pinevalleycamp.org

serve
the date

Help offset our 
costs and donate 
noodles and sauce 
to our Light of the 
City choir 

Noodles & Sauce

Thank You For Your Patience!
For those of you who care for us 
by giving financially, we want 
you to know Pine Valley is using 
a new software program to track 
donations and generate tax 
receipts.  Now that we have a new 
system in place, we apologize 
for any delay you may have 
experienced in this transition.  
We are excited at how this new 
process is increasing our efficiency.  
If you have any questions please 
let us know.


