Gospel Centered Church:

What is a Home Community (HC)?
The focus of HCs is to develop a family of
servant missionaries that multiply. But
how can we do this like Jesus did with His
disciples?

GOD moves into the neighborhood through you

I.

There was a man found marooned on a desert Island...

Gospel Centered Church:1 GOD moves
into the neighborhood through you –
The Scriptures we look at each week have
the goal to empower groups to become
families serving each other and together
as missionaries (in your neighborhoods
and networks) to share the Gospel.

Week 10: People in Partnership (Matthew 23:1-12)

“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”
– Augustine of Hippo

BI: Bible Teaching counts for nothing if it doesn’t lead to Bible Action.

1. Observe: Who was Jesus rebuking (vv. 1-7)? Who was He warning (vv. 8-10)?
2. Interpret: What did Jesus mean about titles and actions in vv. 8-12?

II. What makes for a biblical church (23:1-12)

3. Apply: How are we doing, honestly, concerning Bible Action? (we = our HC)

A. Bible Knowledge vs. Bible Action (23:1-4)
Matt. 23:1

Children’s Church application questions:
1. If God could give you anything you asked for, what would it be? Why?
2. Read John 6:1-15. What needs did Jesus meet in this story? What is the
difference between “needs” and “wants”? Describe a time you were
afraid you wouldn’t have what you needed.
3. Read Phil. 4:19. How do remembering God’s promises help us to rely
on Him to meet our needs?
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This sermon series is inspired by Gospel Centered Church by Steve Timmis & Tim Chester.
The sermons are based on the Pastor’s research; the questions are from the book.

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and
the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell
you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice.
4
They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's
shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their
finger.”


Jesus calls out leadership hypocrisy (vv. 1-4).



Jesus maintains you are still accountable (v. 3).

III. Our goal: creating an environment for people to follow Christ (23:1-12)
B. Motivation Matters (23:5-7)
A. Leadership’s role in creating an environment to follow Christ –
Matt. 23:5

They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their
phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of
honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 7 and greetings
in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others.



Ephesians 4:11

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry...

Jesus cares about a leader’s motives.



Elders / Pastors are not lords, rulers, or kings (1 Peter 5:1-4)



A mark of biblical leadership is “gentleness” (1 Tim. 3:3) –
“mild, yielding, kind, forbearing”



Elders carry the weight of spiritual leadership (Heb. 13:17a)

Jesus cares about your motives.

C. Do Titles Matter? (23:8-10)
Matt. 23:8

But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you
are all brothers. 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one
Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called instructors, for you have
one instructor, the Christ.


Human titles: Pastor, Elder, Minister, Deacon, Mother, Father –



Jesus is: Prophet, Priest, and King
o

o

o

Prophet –Jesus reveals the Father to us through the Word
and the Spirit.
Priest – Jesus is the intermediary priest and also He is the
sacrifice that gives us access to God the Father.
King – God Himself rules over each of us through Christ,
whom God made Lord and King.

D. What Matters? (23:11-12)

B. Your role in this in creating an environment to follow Christ –
Ephesians 4:12

...the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ...


Scripture says we are to honor the elders (1 Tim. 5:17)



Scripture says we are to imitate the elders (Heb. 13:7)



Scripture says we are to obey the elders (Heb. 13:17)

C. The problem: we have a whole generation leaving church –

So what’s the solution?

BI: Bible Teaching counts for nothing if it doesn’t lead to Bible Action.

Matt. 23:11

The greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

How does this sermon today compel you to Bible Action?
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Community Day

March 25 | 9AM to1PM
Anyone can come help! Lunch is included.
Sign-ups begin TODAY in the foyer.
Love God, Love People, and Build Community!
Sign up as a group, family or as an individual! Don’t miss it!
LOVE God & people by praying for: Elissa Fernandez (at risk pregnancy-bedrest & hospitalization),
Emma Yeager (regain strength in her legs), Lucas Fennell (appendix surgery recovery), Margie Frye
(Repeat Full Corneal transplant surgery recovery), Darrel Hayes (complications from a fall), Judy Cole
(CMML (leukemia), Pam Linman (Breast cancer), Debbie Fry (surgery recovery & ongoing
appendiceal cancer treatment), the staff & elders of Grace Church and the ongoing health needs of:
Bill Hall and Kim Smith (seizures).
Pastor Ryan Faust
Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
follow on Twitter @RyanJFaust
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com
Pastor Daniel Hill
Worship & Assoc. Pastor
danielh@gracechurchseattle.org
follow on Twitter
@danielhillmusic
or his blog: danielhillmusic.com

Pastor Jerry Buell
Administrative Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org
Pastor Lucas Fennell
Family Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org
Janis Lemert
Community Life Director
janisl@gracechurchseattle.org

LOOKING AHEAD
March 12 ······················································ Home Community Leaders Meeting
March 25 ······················································ Community Day
April 5 ··························································· SHIFT in Parenting Class
April 9 ··························································· Spring Kick Off Potluck Breakfast
April 14 ························································· Good Friday Service
April 16 ························································· Easter Celebration
April 29 ························································· Youth Mission Garage Sale
May 5-7 ························································ Women’s Retreat

Grace Church
10323 28th Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98146
(206) 937-8400
gracechurchseattle.org

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, MARCH 5
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
8:30 am Women’s Discipleship Group- rm 123
10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary
1st-5th will be dismissed to Kid’s Church
Kid’s bulletins available in the foyer
After Worship Hands on Ministry Meeting- rm 129

6:30 pm High School HC- Ramsell’s

MONDAY, MARCH 6

HANDS ON MINISTRY MEETING
Pastor Jerry will be share his vision and
explore ways to expand this ministry.
TODAY, 10 minutes after worship rm 129.
There are several volunteers regularly
doing maintenance projects and we want
to expand that number. You’re invited
whether you’re capable of heavy or very
light duty work, male or female. Let’s
BUILD Community as we serve together.

9:30 am MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers

TUESDAY, MARCH 7
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

6:30 pm Solving Problems Biblically - rm 129
6:30 pm Awana Clubs
6:30 pm Youth Group - The Crowded House

THURSDAY, MARCH 9
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, MARCH 10

name
I am a guest of

Church Office closed

SATURDAY, MARCH 11 - CLOCKS FORWARD

COMMUNITY DAY,
SAT. MARCH 25, 9-1
Mark your calendar! Community Day is an
awesome opportunity for individuals, HC
groups and families to easily serve the
community & steward the facility. Areas
include cleaning our Adopt-A-Road, food
collection for White Center Food Bank at
a couple of local stores, as well as building
and grounds maintenance at Grace before
Easter. The day is always a joy as we work
together to accomplish much in a short
period of time. Lunch provided. SIGN-UP
TODAY IN THE FOYER!!

10:00 am GriefShare - rm 123

phone
phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

If you are a Home Community lead or CoLead , this is an important time of training
for YOU. Please plan on coming NEXT
Sunday morning March 12 at 8 am in the
foyer. If you have questions, please
contact your Zone Coach. (DON’TFORGET
IT IS DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME!!)

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

Church Office closed

address

HOME COMMUNITY
LEADERS MEETING
NEXT SUNDAY MARCH 12

SUNDAY, MARCH 12 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
7:00 am
8:00 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
6:30 pm

Prayer in the Upper Room
HC Leader’s Meeting
Women’s Discipleship Group- rm 123
WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary
High School HC- Ramsell’s

BUDGET THRU 02/26/2017
We are -$ 61,758.15 BELOW
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $391,689.86
GIVING YTD $341,451.95
We are at 85% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

PAID PART-TIME CUSTODIAL
POSITION NEEDED
Custodian needed for 20 hours per week
beginning late March. A job description
and application are available at the
Welcome Center or the church office. This
position could be shared position with
another person. Church membership (or
in the process of becoming a member) is
required. See Pastor Jerry for details.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
A reminder to set you CLOCKS AHEAD one
hour THIS SATURDAY so you are not late
to church next Sunday!

DURING THIS SEASON OF LENT
This August, a group from Grace will be
serving on a short term mission trip to
Nicaragua. We will be as partnering with
several churches there to share the
gospel, meet physical needs, do minor
construction, work with widows and
orphans, and whatever else God may
place in front of us. During the season of
Lent (which began March 1), we are
encouraging our church body to give up
something in remembrance of Jesus’
sacrifice for us, and partner with us in
spreading the love of God to the people
of Nicaragua. For more information on
how you can help, or if God is calling you
to be a part of the team, contact Pastor
Daniel Hill at the church office or email
danielh@gracechurchseattle.org.

HOME COMMUNITY GROUPS
If you’ve been searching for a place to
connect, join a Home Community group!
Groups meet almost each day of the
week. Contact the church office or you
can find out more information on what
Home Community groups are all about in
the Winter Booklet AVAILABLE AT THE
Welcome Center in the foyer.

