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“HAPPY NEW YEAR
VS. BLESSED NEW YEAR!””
I wish you a happy new year! This popular New Year’s greeting is used by

everyone this time of the year to express well wishes to our friends and
neighbors. But somehow I’d rather wish my friends a “blessed” new year.
Don’t get me wrong, I desire to see them and you happy, but there are
times when we cannot be happy (as regularly understood), but we can be
blessed.
We can be at peace, satisfied, even when we are under a heavy cross. We
can have a sense of well-being and of God’s presence even when we are
threatened on every side. You know why; it’s because Jesus Christ came to

set us free from our sins.
If only our wishes would have the power to make it happen! With all the
cheery “Happy New Year” greetings last year — was it indeed happy? If
yours was truly happy, praise the Lord and thank Him.
God means for our years to be happy and especially to be blessed. He
means for our years to be lived out in confidence and composure and a
sense of well-being; with vigor and purpose and joyous expectation. An
increased number of well-wishes do not necessarily bring1 this about.
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But among them all, there is one whose name must be there. Without Him, the prospect of another year isn’t

very exciting. The name to remember and to carry with you in the new year is Jesus Christ.
What an exciting year ahead! Who will be reached through you and me? I don’t know about you, but I want
to be “on deck” and ready for the Lord’s service in the new year. And we’ll be ready if we keep remembering
Whose we are and Who it is that has called us.
There’s no question about it. We’ll have a “blessed” new year as we remember the name of Jesus Christ each
day and take Him with us into the new year.

Pastor Tom
Online Donations:
Did you know you can donate online?
If you go to our website, christ-our-king.org,
scroll down to the bottom of the first page,
and then click on “make a donation.”
You will then have options to donate to the
general fund, the Here We Stand campaign, pay
for a youth event (like SpringHill), Kids Against
Hunger (which is coming up in February),
or make a special donation of your choice.
Thank you to
Carrie Drews,
our Financial Secretary,
for putting the
financial information
together for us.
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It is a new year! Still, so many things to do and so many quilts to make.
Our cupboard is bare…the needs never end, and the joy of creating and
giving just gets better and better, especially in these frigid months. This
is YOUR new year, too! Why not make a promise to yourself to come and share these moments of joy in making
something that will help keep someone warm and show our love. In January, we begin making quilts all over again
and they will be distributed to a local charity IMMEDIATELY. We will be meeting for the first time in 2018 on January
16 from 9-2 in the Family Life Center. Come for as much time as you have to spare. Bring your lunch if you can stay
the whole time and we will have sweet treats to share while we listen to a quilting-based devotion. The need never
ends and, happily, we are able to continue with our mission once more in this new year as the Quilting Ministry.
PLEASE plan to JOIN US!

QUILTER’S CORNER

Everyone is Welcome to join us on Sunday, January 28, 2018
9:40 a.m. for a Baby Shower in the FLC. Below is a list of items
needed. Currently most needed items will appear in BOLD.
Clean Clothing:

Baby Items:

Larger Items:

Onesies all sizes
Sleepers: girls 3-6 month, boys newborn
Outfits: 0-24 months
Socks and Booties
Shoes thru Size 10 (kids)
Children’s Clothing thru Size 6
Maternity Clothes
Girls tights 12 month, 3 and 4 toddler
Any new or gently used winter
clothing (newborn through size 6

Baby Hygiene Items (Lotion,
Powder, Wash, Diaper Cream)
Bath Towels (esp. hooded)/
Washcloths
Bottles and Burp Pads & Bibs
Crib Sheets and large blankets
Diapers: All Sizes-especially size 5
Pull-ups– especially sizes 4-5
Formula
Pacifiers
Receiving Blankets
Wipes

New Baby Baths
Baby Bouncers
Bassinets
Exersaucers
New Mattresses (Crib or Toddler Bed)
Pack N Plays
Swings
Strollers -Double strollers
Toddler Beds
Walkers
New Cribs
New Car Seats
High Chairs

Miscellaneous:
Gift Cards-$5-$10 Target, Meijer, etc.
Diaper Bags
Baby Bibles and Pocket Sized Bibles
Baby Gifts (such as rattle, small new
stuffed animal etc.)
Mom hygiene (lotion, soap, shampoo, conditioner, body wash)
Children’s Books and What to Expect
When You’re Expecting book

We will be collecting donations, gently used items are okay
as long as they are in working order, for the center
beginning on Sunday, January 7, 2018 or you can bring them to the shower.
Items can be wrapped, in a gift bag, or unwrapped,
whatever you choose to do. Thank you in advance for your donations!
Please contact Becky Siller (734) 944-7180 or
Kathy Dasse (734) 678-7424 if you have any questions.

The Ann Arbor Group of Thrivent
Financial would like to invite you to
our
annual
Action
Team
Appreciation Dinner. This is our way of saying thank you for all the service projects, educational events, fundraisers
and community celebrations that you made possible. So, if you earned your blue shirt this year, join us on Friday,
January 26th at 6:30pm at ABC Corner Microbrewery 720 Norris St. Ypsilanti, MI 48198. Please RSVP 734-369-3178
annarborgroup@thrivent.com .

C a l l i n g a l l A c t i o n Te a m p a r t i c i p a n t s !
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WHAT RESOLUTIONS THIS YEAR?
It’s the time of year that we all set goals, make resolutions to change as we look to the future.
How are you doing? Did you keep those personal promises more than a few weeks or maybe a month? Look at
your list of resolutions from past years. What do they say about you? How many have appeared on the list several
different years?
Many of us feel a sense of guilt when we fail to fulfill our resolutions, our promises to ourselves, for more than a
few short weeks. Did we really give it our best effort? Were our goals realistic or not specific enough to maintain
our focus? What could we have done differently to succeed? We all have many distractions that interfere with our
best laid plans.
The best answer may be from 2 Peter 1, when he reminds us that God’s divine power has given us everything we
need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness. As we
grow in our faith we are encouraged to add to that faith and goodness. Then the sequence continues from
goodness to knowledge, to self-control, to perseverance, to godliness, to brotherly kindness and to love. Finally,
in verses 10 and 11 we are told, for if you do these things, you will never fall and you will receive a rich welcome
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Regardless of our best efforts, we all fail; we all fall short of perfection. This is when Isaiah 43 can lift us up. The
Lord who created us has redeemed us. We don’t need to be afraid. He has called us by name and we are His. The
Lord says in verse 2, when you pass through the waters, I will be with you. When you walk through the fire, you
will not be burned. We are not going through this life alone!
This is the message the world needs to hear. As we see the troubling news around the world, recognize the
challenges closer to home or know that we don’t always take advantage of the opportunities presented to us,
what can we do to make a difference?
Share the Good News that Christ has paid the price to erase our shortcomings, and that same gift we gratefully
receive is available to everyone. You can make a difference now and later by planning for the time Peter talked
about joining Christ in the eternal kingdom. Make plans now by writing or updating your Will or Revocable Living
Trust to include a gift to your favorite ministry so the saving news of Jesus can be continually told to the world
even as you celebrate the greatest gift, in heaven.
For the past 6 years Christ Our King
congregation has used the Epiphany
Season during January and February to
intentionally concentrate on encouraging and equiping our members in sharing the Good News of Christ Jesus.

GREAT COMMISSION SEASON

This year our theme will be “Joining Jesus on His Mission: Show Me How.” This past Fall, studies were offered on the
theme “Joining Jesus on His Mission.” The Great Commission Season continues to provide additional direction on
how we join Jesus on His Mission.
The words of Jesus, “Go and make disciples” are as scary as they are inspiring. Somehow a myth has grown up around
discipling. We have come to believe that discipling is so complex, so scholarly, so beyond the ability of ordinary
Christians that only biblical scholars and spiritual superheroes should attempt it. But this myth stands in sharp
contrast to what we see Jesus actually doing in the Gospels. During this season, we will look to Jesus to show us how
He makes disciples and how He invites us to join Him in making more disciples.

Potluck, Praise, and Prayer — Saturday, January 27 at 5:30 p.m.
Ham provided, please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
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It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of
the past year in order to improve the year to
come. It’s a time when we sit down to plan and
implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our stewardship for the coming year.
Often we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless. But it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple and
full of joy. So here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering these three questions:
Who are you? To whom do I give? And how much?

S T E WA R D S H I P B O A R D

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are you a
citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, family. We
don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties and our questions arise in giving to
the church.
So, what is our duty as members of the church with regard to giving? The Table of Duties, again, gives us a guide. If you
are a hearer, a member of the church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who receives instruction in
the word must share all good things with his instructor” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your
congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the church, He has the local
congregation in mind. For “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from
the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2),
proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev.
27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is
deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths,
weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the
Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: do we
really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger
or smaller than the job given to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of
compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His
children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us
life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as
Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work that He
accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking
part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom.
The Lutheran Choralaires have accepted our
invitation to provide their annual Christmas Concert
at our Ignite service on Epiphany, Saturday, January
6, at 6:00 in the Family Life Center. Our worship that evening will include Confession and Absolution, Scripture
lessons, a brief meditation, and Holy Communion. Christmas cookies and other light refreshments will be available.

LUTHERAN CHORALAIRES

A free will offering will be available to assist the Choralaires with music and other expenses. CD’s of Choralaires
Concerts will also be available for purchase.
Invitations to this event will be available for members to give to family and friends. This is an excellent event on the
“12th Night of Christmas” to conclude the Christmas Season.
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Women’s Book Club

BIBLE STUDIES AND CLASSES
BEGINNING

Meets the last Monday each month
at Tim Horton’s At 7:00 p.m.
A complete list of upcoming books
and meeting dates is posted in the
Sunday school hallway and Narthex.
October 24, 6 book is90 Minutes in
January 29, 2018 book is The
Executioner’s Redemption by Timothy
Carter
• When young Tim Carter started
working at a prison to make
money for college, he didn’t
realize that he was signing away
his life, his heart, and his very self
to a career of brutal violence and
routine executions. In the midst
of the darkness of prison life, the
light of God’s Word shone in from
of him. Condemned inmates were
brought to faith and given eternal
life. Families of inmates and
victims took immense comfort in
God’s justice and redemption.
But inside Carter’s heart, a fierce
battle raged. Was he carrying out
God’s will by wielding the sword
of the state?

Sunday Mornings 9:40 to 10:40 a.m.
•

Foundations (New Member/Adult Information Class): This study
examines the basic teachings of the Scriptures and provides an
excellent introduction and overview of the Scriptures. It also
provides opportunities to ask questions about the teachings of
God’s Word as well as information about the congregation of
Christ Our King. Pastor Tom facilitates this study in Room 12.

•

Responding to Pro-Choice Advocates: This series will use several
DVD’s to examine information and ways to respond to the
messages given by Pro-Choice agencies. Kerrie Grove will
facilitate this study in Room 2/3.

•

That The World May Know Volume 13: “Israel's Mission.” As you
learn about the mission that God had in mind for His people
several thousand years ago, you will also explore the critical
issue of how God's people are to engage with a sinful and
broken culture today. Mark and Kathy Brade Smith will facilitate
this DVD discussion series in the sanctuary.

•

Joining Jesus on His Mission — Show Us How: The way that Jesus
disciples people is simple and results in ordinary followers
participating in the mission of the Father and discipling others to
do the same. This study will help you regain the clarity and
simplicity of how Jesus disciples people in the Gospels so that
you can disciple your children, friends, or fellow church
members to get up, follow Jesus and Join Him on His mission
too. Pastor Don will facilitate this study in the Family Life Center.

February 26, 2018 book is Light in
the Dark Belt by Rosa Young, Book/
Movie
•

IN JANUARY

Sunday Afternoons
Rosa Young had a steadfast
desire to educate the poorest of
the poor, while facing constant
persecution, not only from the
evil racists of the KKK but from
her own community because they
felt she was a traitor for being
brought to faith in a "white"
church body (the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod). Her
passion for education led her to
influence the founding of 30
Lutheran schools, 35 Lutheran
congregations, and Concordia
College Alabama.

•

Financial Peace University (Dave Ramsey): This DVD led study
and discussion session provides Biblical guidance to get and
keep family finances under your control rather than being
controlled by them. Sue Mistopoulos will facilitate this study in
the Family Life Center. Exact times TBA.

Every Other Sunday 4:00-6:00 p.m.
•

The Quest Beth Moore Women's Bible Study. Join us as we delve
into Scripture to explore how God created us to seek after
Him—a God who desires to be found and known. In this lifelong
quest of faith, learn to develop your intimacy with Him and
embrace the adventure that comes with living a life for God.
January 7 and 21, February 4 and 18, March 4 and 18.
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BIBLE STUDIES AND CLASSES
BEGINNING

IN JANUARY

Other Bible Studies
•

Men’s Tuesday Breakfast
and Bible Study meets at
church 6:30 a.m. Currently led by Tom Wright using
the book, Hope When Your
Heart Breaks: Navigating
Grief and Loss. In this
book, author Michael
Newman writes 52 short
devotion-style chapters
that focus on different
forms of grief. The focus
of each chapter is the
presence of God in the
midst of grief and the
comfort and hope that
can be found in that
knowledge.

•

Men’s Monthly Breakfast
and Bible Study: Meets
the second Saturday each
month at 8:00 a.m. On the
surface, the book of Revelation seems to be frightening and unsettling.
However, the real message provides comfort
and encouragement to
believers.

•

Young Adult Ladies Bible
study meets on Monday,
January 8 and 22 at 7:20
p.m. at Biggby Coffee in
Saline. No Other Gods—
Confronting our ModernDay Idols, helps participants to focus their lives
on God and avoid distractions that threaten our
relationship with Him.

•

Young At Heart (those
50+) Meets the 2nd and
4th Thursday each month
for Bible study with Pastor
Tom.

Wednesdays 9:30 a.m.
•

Meeting Ananias (Women’s study) We need to have our vision
adjusted by the Word of God and the Holy Spirit so we can see
the hand of God at work in our lives each and every day. In
Meeting Ananias, our eyes are opened to see what we
sometimes miss: the ordinary and extraordinary ways that God
makes Himself known to us as we follow Him.

Wednesdays 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
•

Prayer Group Ministry: “For where two or three gather in My
name, there am I with them.” Matt 18:20. If you are a prayer
warrior or new to the battlefield, we would love to have you join
us to "call out to the Lord" with the needs of our nation,
community, church and congregation. There is never pressure to
speak. Silent prayers are very welcome! We meet in room 2/3.

•

Romans 9—11: Since the Gospel is free and God wants all people
to live with confidence in His love and gift of eternity which He
offers in Christ Jesus, then why do so many seem to reject His
gracious offer? St. Paul anguishes over this very issue in these
chapters of the book of Romans. By the power of the Holy Spirit
we can gain insight on how we can better bring the Gospel to
those who are rejecting it. Pastor Don will facilitate this study in
Pastor Tom’s office.

•

Joining Jesus on His Mission —Show Us How: The way that Jesus
disciples people is simple and results in ordinary followers
participating in the mission of the Father and discipling others to
do the same. This study will help you regain the clarity and
simplicity of how Jesus disciples people in the Gospels so that
you can disciple your children, friends, or fellow church
members to get up, follow Jesus and Join Him on His mission
too. This study in the Family Life Center.

Sundays 7:50-8:00 a.m.
•

“10—2’s” Every Sunday morning, from 7:50 to 8:00, several members
meet for 10 minutes in groups of 2 or 3 to discuss how they have seen
Jesus at work in their lives the past week, and what they have learned
from following Him in the Gospels, and to pray for each other. You are
invited to participate and receive this encouragement in Room 2/3.
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YO U T H M I N I S T R Y D AT E S
Wednesday,
January 3

I’m Bored Movie Night

Sr. High Double Dog
Dare-a-thon
January 26 (at your house)
and January 27
at church 6:30 p.m.
Do you have what it takes?
Prove it here.

We will check out
what is at the theater
or stay in for a night
of movie fun.
More details closer
to that date!
Contact Dawn
for details or ideas.

Club 456 Ninja Gym!
(those in 4th, 5th, or 6th grade)

Get your friends together for a
night of dares - one an hour. Send
your dare responses back by
picture or video. Saturday night
we'll see who the big dogs
are. There are prizes to be won as
well. So if you've got it, bring
it! Invite your friends, form your
team, and sign up now!

Date will be given soon!
Test your ninja warrior skills
with your friends!
Join us for fun and
a unique challenge!
Watch the bulletin board
for a sign-up and more info!

S P R I N G H I L L U P D AT E S
Jr. High Springhill
Cancelled for this year.
We'll look forward to going next year when more of you are around.
Sr. High SpringHill
February 16-18, 2018
We have a couple spots open for YOU
if you haven't signed up to go with us! It's always a great time!
TO THOSE WHO ARE SIGNED UP - We need your payment now if you
haven't made it. You can either give a check to the church for $139
with SpringHill in the Memo line (give it to Dawn) or you can now
pay online using the donation link on our website. Just put the
amount in the Youth Events spot and put SpringHill in the
comments. (Please let Dawn know if you do this as the donation site
only updates us on donations once a month.) You will receive the
registration link once you have paid for your trip. THANK YOU!
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Sr. High
Summer Mission
Meeting
We are meeting
on Sunday,
January 14
at 12 noon
in the youth room for
lunch and
to talk about
our plans for
this summer.
Come and give your input
and have lunch with us.

CALENDAR
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Sunday Mornings
8:15 and 11:00 a.m. Worship service times
9:15 a.m. Fellowship time in the Family Life Center
9:40 a.m. Sunday School for ALL ages
Tuesday Mornings
Men’s Weekly Bible Study/Breakfast 6:30 a.m. in the FLC
Wednesdays
• 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
• 5:30 p.m. Meal
• 6:30-7:30 p.m. Prayer group
• 6:30-7:30 p.m. English language class
• 6:30-7:30 p.m. Classes for everyone
• 7:30 p.m. Choir practice
Mondays
6:30 p.m. Men’s Bible study Fellowship
6:45 p.m. Boy Scout meeting and Men’s Bible Study Fellowship
Tuesdays
7:00 p.m. Praise Jam
Thursday, January 4 and 18
1:00 p.m. Mill Pond Manor Service
10:00 a.m. Brecon Village (Jan. 18 only)
Saturday, January 6
6:00 p.m. Ignite led by the Lutheran Choralaires
Sunday, January 7 and 21
4:00-6:00 p.m. Women’s Bible study The Quest by Beth Moore
Monday, January 8 and 22
7:20 p.m. Young Adult Ladies Bible study at Biggby Coffee
Thursday, January 11 and 25
11:00 a.m. Young at Heart Bible study
Saturday, January 13
8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Saturday, January 27
5:30 p.m. Potluck, Praise, and Prayer
Sunday, January 28
9:40 a.m. Family Life Services baby shower
Monday, January 29
6:00 p.m. Women’s Monday Night Book Club at Tim Horton’s

Christ Our King Lutheran Church
3255 Waterworks Rd.
Saline, MI 48176

Christ Our King staff:
Thomas L. Schroeder
Senior Pastor
~~~~~~~~~~
Don Kirchhoff
Pastor of Outreach/
Discipleship
~~~~~~~~~~
Dawn Rupe
Children & Youth
Ministry Director
~~~~~~~~~~
Victoria Thompson
Administrative Assistant
~~~~~~~~~~
Kelly Weiseman
Financial Assistant
~~~~~~~~~~
Kerrie Kwasniak
Custodian
~~~~~~~~~~
PHONE: (734) 429-9200
FAX:(734) 944-5432
E-MAIL:
Office@c-o-k.org

WEB SITE:
www.c-o-k.org
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Return Service Requested

Activated by the Holy Spirit, we will glorify God (through):
Worship His Word 10 Witness His Work
So that all people can be transformed into devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

