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Dear East Woods Family and Friends, 
 

I’m continually amazed over the richness of ministry as a vocation and over the 
additional opportunities Navy chaplaincy has added to my life.  As some of you 
know, I recently had the privilege of serving as Officiating Chaplain for a very 
unique memorial and committal service.  Seaman 2nd Class James Norman 
Phipps, “Norm” as his family calls him, was killed on the USS Oklahoma during 
the 1941 attack at Pearl Harbor.  Within the past year, the Navy identified his 
jawbone from among the remains salvaged 73 years ago from the sunken 
battleship.  And so, Norm’s remains were brought home last month, receiving 
planeside honors, Patriot Guard escort, and full funeral honors amidst those 
gathered at Willamette National Cemetery.  
 

When the family asked me to suggest scripture for the 
service, I suggested, along with the 23rd Psalm of course, 
this little-known passage from the oft-neglected Old 
Testament book of the prophet Zephaniah: 
 

To you, the Lord says, “I will remove disaster from you, so 
that you will not bear reproach for it.  I will deal with all 
your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 
praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring 
you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make 
you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the 
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes.”  
Zephaniah 3:18-20 (New Revised Standard Version) 
 

Figuring few people at the memorial would have ever heard of Zephaniah, I was 
wonderfully surprised when the florist found me following the service and told 
me that she has used the same passage over the years as an encouragement to 
some of the young people she works with who have special needs and mobility 
challenges.  She also said that the context I provided for the passage added layers 
of meaning she’d use to make the passage even more meaningful to them.  Wow!  
God is wonderful at reminding me of the ways He works behind the scenes to 
bring my efforts for His glory to life in ways I never would have expected.  
 

On that note, the theme of restoration found in Zephaniah’s prophecy has been 
alive both at Norm’s memorial service and at East Woods.  Over the past couple 
of months, our congregation has been blessed by the return of some former 
church members.   
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When I’ve talked to them about the journey that’s led them back home, each of 
them has essentially confessed that God had made clear to them that East 
Woods was the right fit for them again.  Once again, God has revealed some of 
the wonderful ways He has been working behind the scenes to bring blessing, 
inspiration, and restoration.  
 

I pray that the wonders of God’s behind-the-scenes work will be revealed to 
each of you in the month ahead.  With the Men’s Retreat, the Women’s Walk 
to Emmaus, the Joint Thanksgiving Service, and the many other East Woods 
events and ministries, there will certainly be plenty of opportunities for 
gathering, enrichment, and restoration.   
 

May God’s blessings and the spirit of thanksgiving be with you throughout the 
season ~ Bill 

Christian Education – "The Advent Conspiracy" is back!  For four Sundays 
between November 13 and December 11, Cynthia Younger will host a 
discussion group focused on the worldwide movement called 
"The Advent Conspiracy," which encourages us to experience the Christmas 
season as God intended it.  The themes are Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give 
More, and Love All.  The Advent Conspiracy gatherings will not take place on 
November 6 or December 4 because of the Gathering Sunday brunches. 
Fellowship Gathering – Open to anyone.  This is a time to connect with our 
community and building relationships with each other. The atmosphere is 
casual and allows you to learn more about each other through an informal 
devotional time with a lesson for the week.  Meets at Starbucks, across the 
street from East Woods.  Talk to Keith Bloss for more info. 
Children’s Choir and Activity– For children age 4-grade 5.  Preparing for 
the Lessons and Carols service in December, the children will practice music 
for the “Children’s Choir.” For children not interested in music we offer various 
activities that encourage their journey to knowing Jesus better. Children don’t 
have to attend this if parents would like them in other offerings.  Meets in the 
Cedar (Age 4-2nd Grade Room).  Talk to Cathy Roeper for more info. 
Youth Gathering – Middle school and high school students are invited to 
gather in the Redwood/Youth Room for relationship-building and discussions 
on a variety of faith-centered and Bible-oriented topics.  Meets in the Redwood 
(Youth) Room.  Talk to Chuck Dunn or Jeff Kennedy for more info. 
Mission Time – November 13th and 20th:  Thanksgiving Basket for Mill 
Plain Elementary, Collection and sorting. 
November 27th:  Life Pax, Packaging. Life Pax units are designed to effect 
social change and present the reality of Jesus Christ to panhandlers, homeless 
and hungry individuals in our community and across the nation by replacing 
monetary handouts with a single meal, a message of encouragement, and 
practical social service resource information, thereby “Feeding the body and 
nourishing the soul.” Talk to Tess Castro for more info. 
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THE COMBINED THANKSGIVING SERVICE WITH THE CIP CHURCHES 
on Tuesday, November 22 at 7 PM, 

will be at East Woods this year. 
The annual service rotates among the churches.  

Other Presbyterian Churches included in Churches in Partnership are: 
Cascades 
Columbia 

First, Vancouver 
St.John’s 

There will be a combined choir, open to all the participating churches,  
directed by Nancy Bisbee  

from Cascades Presbyterian.   
She will be sending out music and links on youtube 

in the next couple of weeks.  
There will be one practice and it will be held 45 minutes before the service. 

Nancy's phone numbers: Home: 360-687-5645, Cell: 360-909-5645. 
     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, November 11 
    __________________________________________________________________________ 

“Honor to the soldier and sailor everywhere, 
who bravely bears his country’s cause.  
Honor, also, to the citizen who cares for his 
brother in the field and serves, as best he can, 
the same cause.”                              - Lincoln 

 

Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 6 

tel:360-687-5645
tel:360-909-5645
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THE DEACONS’ CORNER 
Deacons Moderator Lynne Helmke 

 
 

Our focus this month is on Wayne 
Denman.  Wayne and his wife Kelli became 
members of East Woods this summer.  They have 
four children: Zachary 13, Nate 13, Nick 11, and 
Amy Joy age 5.  The Denman family is a bit 
unique...Wayne, Kelli and all their children are 
adopted.  The family moved from Beaverton to 
Vancouver in 2006.  Wayne served with the 
Marine Corps for four years and had the 
opportunity to spend two six month tours in 
Beirut and Grenada.  Wayne is employed as a 
Technical Support manager for a software 
company called Webtrends.  He and his team 
support customers outside the United States, 
primarily in Europe.   
 

Wayne is Deacon to: Mickie Drummond, Andre & Christy Smith, Lynne & 
Rich Helmke, Jim & Cathy Roeper, Sean & Christine Whitney, Tim & Heather 
Riley, Dave & Renn Sanderman, Molly Sperry and Tim & Noelle Martinez. 

Wayne Denman 

THE SEVENTH ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  was a great success!  
In addition to a wide variety of dogs, cats, stuffed owls, and chickens (real), 
54 people participated in our most recent Animal Blessing service on Oct. 2. 
The Humane Society also benefitted from financial donations, animal toys, 
towels and blankets. Just a thought: after you buy your 2017 calendar, 
consider writing in the Eighth Annual Blessing of the Animals on October 1.  
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FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

In November Hailey will begin working and rehearsing with the Children for 
our Lesson & Carols that is December 11th during 2nd service.  They will 
rehearse a part of every Sunday during Sunday School time.  Plus, the 
Children’s Choir will continue to rehearse during Connecting Time, it’s not too 
late to come join them at 9:45!    

We are searching for some volunteers to help out in the classrooms:  
as a Teacher, Teacher’s helper, or a Nursery helper.   
 

I would like to share a Thanksgiving Prayer for Children I came across many 
years ago. 
                               Dear God, 

Thank You for our children. 
Bless them with your Love and Peace, 

Protect them with your truth and strength, 
Engage them with your hope and vision. 

Thank you for our children. 
Amen. 

Blessings, 
Cathy Roeper 
Elder, Children & Family Ministry 
 
 
 

 
YOUTH GROUP 
 

Youth Group welcomes students from middle school and high school to our 
regular meetings on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8 PM in the Redwood 
Room. 
 
Middle School/High School students meet at 9:45 am during Connecting Time 
on Sunday mornings in the Redwood Room. 
 
Hailey Vandewiele  Hailey@eastwoodspres.org  
Family Ministries Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Hailey@eastwoodspres.org
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
 

Rebecca Bentley, of The Family and Community Resource Center at Mill 
Plain Elementary, has provided the following list of food donations that 
families can use over the Thanksgiving holiday: 
 packets of instant oatmeal 
 packets of dried fruit/gummy snacks/nuts 
 fruit cups 
 canned tuna with easy-open lids 
 kids cereal like Chex, Cheerios, Life, Kix 
 microwave-ready kid food like mac & cheese, cup ‘o noodles 
 packages of crackers with cheese and/or peanut butter 
 snack bars 
 American cheese slices 
 oranges, onions, garlic, potatoes (they have a long shelf-life on the counter 

top) 
 masa 
 pasta sauce 
 

A collection bin is in Evergreen Hall (Narthex). 

 

 
                 NOVEMBER CARD-MAKING  
is Monday, the 28th, at Brookdale, Fishers Landing, 
17171 SE 22nd Dr., at 1 PM.  We will help residents 
sign birthday cards for those with December 
birthdays and assemble Christmas cards to donate to 
Soldiers’ Angels for veterans in the VA Hospital. For 
more information, contact Esther Ellis, 891-0750. 
                   



Page 7 

 

Office hours: Tuesday 1-3PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM 
 

Church Phone:  944-5841 
 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

Rev. Bill Sperry          pastor@eastwoodspres.org  
Hailey Vandewiele     Director of Family Ministries, hailey@eastwoodspres.com   
Susie Freeman           Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org 

  

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org 

MEN’S RETREAT:   
2016 Men's Retreat, Nov. 4-6 in Lincoln City 

at The Dawn Treader Retreat. For more information, contact  
Rich Adamson rich@anthonyandassociates.com 

or Tim Martinez tmartinez0408@gmail.com. 

    

               East Woods Women’s Breakfast 
                  on Saturday, November 19th at 9:00 AM  

 

RESTAURANT OF THE MONTH 
 

There will not be a gathering at a restaurant for the month 
of December. 

November 13 - Save the Date  
                            JOIN US FOR LUNCH! 
East Woods Family & Friends are meeting at Applebee’s on 
Mill Plain for lunch after the service.  Join us for our Restaurant 
of the Month gathering.   

Purchase your November restaurant scrip gift cards  
for Applebee’s by November 6, for delivery November 13.   

EAST WOODS ACTIVITIES -- SAVE THE DATE: 
 

November 4-6          Men’s Retreat 
November 10-13      Women’s Walk to Emmaus   
November 12            Men’s Breakfast 
November 13            Lunch at Applebee’s 
November 19            Women’s Breakfast 
November 22            CIP Joint Thanksgiving Service 
November 27            Advent begins 
November 28            Men’s Fellowship Happy Hour 
December 4 & 11     Holiday Market 
December 18            Touch of Class Concert, East Woods 
February 24-26         Women’s Retreat  2017 

 

December Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, November 15 

mailto:pastor@eastwoodspres.org
mailto:secretary@eastwoodspres.org
http://www.eastwoodspres.org
mailto:rich@anthonyandassociates.com
mailto:tmartinez0408@gmail.com
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