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Dear East Woods Family and Friends, 
 

Now that March is here, we are well into the 2016 Lenten season.  Because 
Lent is a season of turning away from bad habits and turning back to God’s 
practices, I’ve been reading a lot of books and listening to a lot of sermons 
about habit making and habit breaking.   
 

One of the most practical messages I heard recently came from a young 
pastor in North Carolina who has been preaching a sermon series called 
“The Power of Same.”  While he recognizes the importance of creativity, 
change and keeping things fresh, he has come to increasingly value 
consistency and stability.  For example, when we celebrate a couple’s 25-
year wedding anniversary, we’re essentially celebrating 25 years of same – 
two people coming home to the same spouse and the same house and 
keeping patterns of stability and health that allow a marriage to last.   
 

The same could be said of discipleship and Christian ministry and mission.  
As in marriage, there are healthy patterns and not-so-healthy patterns.  In 
2 Timothy 1, the Apostle Paul reminds Timothy of the importance of 
guarding the pattern of the gospel of Christ.  “What you heard from me, 

keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 

Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of 

the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”  2 Timothy 1:13-14 
 

By contrast, in Romans 12, Paul encourages the Christians in Rome to 
break away from the unhealthy, un-Christ-like patterns in the culture 
around them.  “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Romans 12:2 
 

When things in life or ministry aren’t turning out the way we want them to, 
it’s tempting to focus on the problem and to begin to believe it’s a 
permanent problem, rather than recognizing that there’s a pattern that 
creates that problem.  If 6 X 111 = 666, and you don’t like the number 666, 
it doesn’t do much good to get mad at the final number.  Instead, to change 
the final number, you have to change the things going into that number that 
are giving you the final product.  For example, if you add one more 111 to 
the pattern, the product is 777, which seems much more likeable.  It makes 
sense in math, and it makes sense in discipleship, too.   
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Last night at Session, I shared this concept with our Elders and encouraged 
them to think and work through three questions that might help identify 
things that seem like permanent problems that might actually just be 
problematic patterns.  Here are the questions, in case you want to work 
with them during Lent, too.   

• Do you have particular problems you can identify in your life or faith 
journey? 

• Are you able to identify patterns that are contributing to those 
problems? 

• Can you think of constructive ways to change the pattern – through 
revision, addition, or subtraction – that could offer you a different 
product? 
 

I appreciate powerful pastors who offer practical preaching about the 
potential, promise, and possibilities of patterns and products.  I hope that 
your Lenten journey will be a time of good reflection, healthy repentance, 
and growth in the direction of stronger discipleship.   
 

This month, we celebrate the Holy Week pattern again with Palm Sunday 
on March 20, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday on March 25, and the 
glories of Easter Resurrection on March 27.  I look forward to once again 
journeying with you through this rich and meaningful season of the year.   
 

With joy and gratitude~  Bill 

 
 

 

HOLY WEEK AT EAST WOODS 
 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES– Sunday, March 20, 8:45 & 10:30 AM 

On Palm Sunday, we sing “Hosanna!” to declare that, in Jesus Christ, God’s 
salvation has come.  Join the celebration as we wave palm branches and 
worship Christ, our humble and triumphant King.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY / GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE – Friday, March 

25,  6:00 PM  This combined dinner and worship gathering will offer a 
powerful experience of Jesus’ last hours with his disciples, from the Last 

Supper to his final breath on the cross.  
 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE – Sunday, March 27, 6:30 AM 
Celebrate the rising of the Son with the rising of the sun!  This is a relaxed 
and joyful chance to gather with friends and worship together around the East 
Woods Fire Ring.  Warm clothes and warm hearts recommended. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES – Sunday, March 27, 8:45 & 10:30 AM 
Easter is truly THE celebration of the Christian year.  We’ll fire up the 
bluegrass band, cover the cross in flowers, and praise the Savior who has 
defeated death, made us children of the living God, and offered us everlasting 
life.  Christ is risen! 
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FEBRUARY 2016 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Tom Koecher, Elder of Finance, reported that January ended with a financial 
surplus of roughly $2,500.  Factors contributing to the surplus included a 5-
Sunday month for additional collection, a month with lower expenses, and the 
payment of a full year’s-worth of pledge by some members.  Tom reminded 
Session that, though a positive start, our congregation will likely not have the 
benefit of that combination of circumstances again this year.   
 

Chris Luck, Elder of Worship, reported the initial results of the 
congregational survey regarding revised worship service times and a 
protected time between services for congregational connection.  Almost 
universally, the surveys offered support for the change.  Surveys are being 
made available to the congregation electronically via the church website and 
Survey Monkey.  By the March Session meeting, the Worship Commission 
expects to have enough feedback to proceed with a proposal and begin 
planning programs for the connecting time.   
 

Session nominated Lynne Helmke to chair the Officer Nominating 
Committee (ONC) for the upcoming cycle of nominations and elections.  
Three Elder seats will be considered as Tim Martinez and Arla Olsen 

graduate from their terms and Lynne Helmke shifts roles to lead the now-
forming Deacons ministry.  The open Elder seats will cover Children and 
Family Ministries, Adult Ministries, and Fellowship Ministries.  The ONC 
will also be responsible for nominating the first cycle of Deacons to be 
elected this summer.  
 

Gwen Wagner, Elder of Communications, introduced a prototype for a series 
of information cards and a tri-fold brochure to help worshipers know how to 
get involved in the life of the congregation. Once approved and developed, 
the cards will be in the pockets of the pew chairs and in other locations 
throughout the church campus.  Gwen also introduced a Google calendaring 
system to be used by Session and church staff in scheduling activities on 
campus.   
 

Tim Martinez, Elder of Children and Family Ministries, reported that East 
Woods will join First Presbyterian Church of Vancouver for this summer’s 
Family Camp.  Camp will take place at Fort Stevens State Park over Labor 
Day Weekend and will cost approximately $75 per family.  
 

Tess Castro, Elder of Mission, reported that East Woods will partner with 
Compassion International to host a Compassion Sunday at East Woods on 
Sunday, April 24.  A representative from Compassion will join members of 
East Woods who already sponsor children through Compassion to introduce 
the congregation to Compassion’s ministry and sponsorship opportunities.  
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FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

CHILDREN 

 

Children’s Choir: 

Wow, what a performance we had on February 14th by the EWP Children’s 
Choir! This Valentines Day, many of our children performed “I Have 
Decided to Follow Jesus”, “Jesus Loves Me”, and a “Jesus Loves Me” Rap, 
choreographed by the students themselves! It was the first of many musical 
celebrations to be added to our 2016 Worship schedule, and you can expect 
to hear the choir again on the second Sunday of this month, March 13th 2016.  
We are very proud of these kids’ performance, and I personally can’t wait to 
see what the future has in store for us musically, in our walk with God, 
celebrating  His  legacy  through  music,  and  building  our  Christ-based, 
musical community.  
 

Easter: 

Easter Sunday will be March 27th this year, so get ready to celebrate!  EWPC 
will be hosting our annual Easter Egg Hunt on March 26th at 11am for 
children up to 11 years old. The grounds around the church will be split into 
separate areas for older and younger children.  This is a community event, 
and everyone is welcome! 
 

Vacation Bible School: 

Vacation Bible School is just around the corner (a few months away)!  We 
will be hosting VBS here at East Woods the last week of June.  Check your 
calendars, and save your evenings from Sunday June 26,th to Thursday 

June 30th!  NOTE: if you are interested in volunteering as a VBS leader, 

contact  our  Family  Ministries  Director,  Hailey  (503.310.7607 

Hailey@eastwoodspres.org).  We are staffing volunteer leaders in many 

areas including arts and crafts, music, games, sports, bible study, drama, 

and more, working with all elementary ages!  

 

Hailey Vandewiele  Hailey@eastwoodspres.org  
Family Ministries Director 
 

Tim Martinez, Tmartinez0408@gmail.com  
Children & Family Ministry Elder  

EASTER EGG CANDY DONATIONS East Woods is asking 
for donations of individually wrapped candy to help us fill 
eggs for our annual Community Easter Egg hunt, which 
will be at 11 AM on Saturday, March 26. Last year, 
thanks to your generosity, we filled almost 2,000 plastic 
eggs for kids to find. 
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FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

YOUTH  
 

Mission: 

Back in  January,  some of  our  Youth members  met  on a  Saturday 
afternoon to make blankets for “Project Linus”, an organization that gives 
blankets to seriously ill, or traumatized children.  They completed 4 
blankets that will serve to foster a sense of security and love for the 
children who receive them.  
During February, the youth participated in the “Souper Bowl of Caring”. 
They created a  Star-Wars themed promotional  video (which can be 
viewed at the link below), and then collected a special offering on Super-
Bowl Sunday, raising nearly $300 for the Clark County Food Bank.  
 

“Souper-Bowl of Caring” Promotional Video created by EWPC Youth:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j0Aymx7P_c .   
 

Wednesday Nights: 

At the close of 2015, the EWPC Youth discussed and shared topics that 
they were interested in learning more about.  These topics ranged from 
forgiveness, to peer pressure, to becoming more fluent in certain areas of 
the Bible.  To the benefit of all, Pastor Bill has taken these topics and run 
with them.  It has been very valuable to have this type of student-directed 
study in our Youth Group, and this is something that will continue as we 
move into Spring 2016!   
 

Looking Forward: 

One of the things Youth will be working on during the month of March is 
filling and hiding the Easter Eggs for our Annual EWPC Easter Egg Hunt 
on March 26th!  Expect to find things like candy, encouraging messages, 
and (if you’re lucky) a special ‘prize’ ticket that will be redeemable inside 
the church on the day of the Hunt.   
We can also expect to see Youth Group participation at the Easter Sunday 
Service, as we celebrate the life and Resurrection of Jesus! 
 
Hailey Vandewiele, Hailey@eastwoodspres.org   
 

Family Ministries Director 
Jeff Kennedy  jeff.kennedy@member.mensa.org  Youth Elder 
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MISSION 

 

CARD MAKING MEETING IN MARCH:  
 

♦ Wednesday, March 9th, at Ellen’s apartment 
at Brookdale Vancouver Village, 10011 NE 
118th Ave, at 1 PM 

♦ Wednesday, March 16th, at Sheila Harris’ 
house, 2010 NE 179th Place, at 2:00 PM  

♦ Monday, March 21st, at Brookdale Fisher’s 
Landing, 17171 SE 22nd Dr, at 1:00 PM.  
Card kits for spring and Easter cards are 
available. 

 

Information contact:  Esther Ellis, 891-0750 

NOTE FROM MILL PLAIN ELEMENTARY: 

Rebecca Armstrong at the Family and Community 
Resource Center at Mill Plain Elementary has the 
following requests for Spring Break Supplies: 
bananas, oranges and cloth tote bags for packing 
the supplies for the kids to take home.    
Spring Break is April 4-8. 

Valentine’s Day Sunday at the East Woods Pre-K Room 
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Office hours: Tuesday 1-4 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM 
 

Church Phone:  944-5841 
 

16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684 
 

Rev. Bill Sperry          pastor@eastwoodspres.org  
Hailey Vandewiele     Director of Family Ministries, hailey@eastwoodspres.com   
Roberta Schlechter    Family Ministries Volunteer, rrschlechter@gmail.com  
Susie Freeman            Church Admin, secretary@eastwoodspres.org 

  

Please visit our website at www.eastwoodspres.org 

 

April Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, March 22 

   East Woods Women’s BreakfastEast Woods Women’s BreakfastEast Woods Women’s BreakfastEast Woods Women’s Breakfast 
 
 

8:30 to 10:00 AM 
 

 Join us on Saturday, March 19 
 

Eternal Life 

Adoration 

Savior 

The Cross 

Empty Tomb 

Resurrection 

    Contributed by Arla Olsen 

MEN’S HAPPY HOUR  The men's ministry is hosting a monthly gathering 
of guys at McMenamins, across from the church.  We will make this a 
regular meeting on the fourth Monday of the month. Come join us for a 
drink, snack or dinner and, most importantly, fellowship. 

Join us on Sunday, March 13 after the late service for 
some family fun, food and fellowship.  Football is 
over so we’re playing Bingo—a great game for 
everyone!  Bingo game cards are just 25¢ a card.  Buy 
a book of 20 cards (4 cards per 5 games) for just $5.  
Pizza and a soft drink will be available for $1 a slice.  
Prizes will be given for each game.  Please sign up at 
the Opportunity Table area if you’re interested!  Open 
to everyone; invite your friends, neighbors and family!  
See you there! 
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