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Dear East Woods Family and Friends,
When people ask me why I picked ministry as a career, part of my answer
describes the immense privilege of being invited to represent God’s voice and
God’s people in the midst of some of the most personal and defining experiences
of people’s lives, events like weddings, baptisms, memorial services, hospital
visits, births, and counseling sessions. This past Sunday, I had just such an
experience as I represented East Woods as the officiant for the memorial service
of David Tarr, one of our members. David lived a fruitful, faithful, and full life.
When Dot, his wife of 65 years, and Diane, his oldest daughter, offered his
biography, they made it clear that he approached the end of his life in the same
way he’d lived, without fear and filled with a song of hope. Even as David’s
speaking voice was getting weaker, he could still beautifully and clearly sing the
song that became an anthem for his life, “You’ll Never Walk Alone” from the
Rogers and Hammerstein musical “Carousel.”
David’s faith and his confidence that God would be even more present as a
companion to him in death reminded me of a wonderful poem by Edward
Madison Cameron. Cameron kept a journal and, as he was dying, he addressed
the following words to his own body. “When you can go no further, I shall leave
you and be free. When we separate, I shall continue to exist. A power greater
than you and I started us on our journey. Your journey is approaching its end,
and you know it. Mine has merely begun, and I know it, because I have never
been more alive than I am now. Our separation is, therefore, not one of sadness
but one of joy. You are weary and want to stop. I am longing to depart from this
slowing vehicle and go on without you.”
I thank God for men like David, for marriages like David and Dot’s, and for the
privilege you have offered me in representing our congregation in moments like
memorials. But, most of all, I thank God for the promise that death is not the last
word. Because of Christ, we can declare with great hope that grace is the last
word and that the joy and glory of resurrection awaits all who humbly put our
faith and trust in the good news of God’s love for us. A power greater than us
started us on our journey. That same power will bring to completion the good
work He has begun.
August looks to be another month of abundant life and activity for East Woods.
Our monthly Gathering Sunday Lunch will happen on August 2. Our Annual
Rummage Sale and Vendors’ Faire takes place August 14-15. Our second
Concert on the Yard happens Friday, August 14, and features Lewis River Dixie.
Family Camp will again be held on the beautiful grounds of Toll Bridge Park near
Hood River. And, our summer Outdoor Movie Nights continue with familyfriendly films being shown on August 7 and 21. There’s lots to do and lots of
great people to share it with. We hope you’ll join us and invite others to do the
same.
With joy and hope~ Bill
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BILL ABOUT EMERGENCY CARE DURING
RESERVE TRAINING During my upcoming absences of August 8-21 and
September 19-20, Lynne Combs has offered to serve as our congregation's
primary contact person. Thank you, Lynne! Lynne will then assess the
need and connect with whomever else should be involved. In cases where
an ordained pastor is needed, we're planning to look to Mickie Drummond
and Al Johnston (retired minister and bereavement counselor who worships
with the Columbia Pres. congregation). Since Al preached here at East
Woods recently, he is now a more familiar face to all of us.
In other cases, Lynne may suggest a connection with the appropriate
Shepherd for flock-related care. Of course, if you would like to connect
directly with your Shepherd first, that's a fine place to start.
The best phone numbers for reaching Lynne, Mickie, and Al are:
Lynne: (360) 907-4748 Mickie: (360) 601-5308
Al: (509) 823-3808
And, if you'd like to connect directly with me and are comfortable to wait
until I'm able to respond, the best numbers for reaching me continue to be
(818) 321-6157 and (360) 335-4682. Both numbers ring through to the same
cell phone.

SCRIP UPDATE This is to let you know how the SCRIP Program has been
working. The first five months provided a profit of $704.15 to East
Woods! June was only $51.00 and as I write this article, we've had only one
order for July...so, the SCRIP ladies (Elizabeth Markels & Lynne Helmke)
have decided to take the rest of the summer off. We'll be back in
September...let's try to have a really good finish for October, November &
December. We're looking at some additional ways to increase participation
in this program. As always, if you have any questions, please don't hesitate
to contact either Elizabeth or Lynne. Let me close by thanking everyone
who has participated in SCRIP; your support is greatly appreciated!
$755.15 has been raised thanks to you!
- Elder Lynne Helmke

CONCERT ON THE YARD
Looking for an evening out with some local flavor? Invite friends, family
members, and neighbors. Pick up or pack up a great picnic dinner, a blanket
or folding chairs, and come on out to the East Yard for some great music
and celebration of the sacred space God has given us.
Friday, August 14, 6:00 PM – “Lewis River Dixie” An evening of
fabulous Dixieland hot jazz, with East Woods’ own Roger Castro, Carol
Domench, and Jeff Kennedy. Grab some Creole or Cajun cuisine, and
head on down to the Southeast Bayou of the East Woods East Yard!
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY
GREAT SUMMER FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

August 7 * August 21
About 9-ish * East Woods’ back yard
Join us for FABULOUS family entertainment!!
Bring a blanket or chairs and a good warm sweatshirt.
Elder Tim Martinez says: Help us show hospitality to our neighbors.
Come and serve as East Woods’ OFFICIAL GREETERS.
Can you come and greet on August 7 or August 21?
Please contact Tim at 360-831-2323
MID-YEAR FINANCIAL UPDATE
Asking for money is never easy, but Session believes the congregation should be
informed of our financial position. Our budget for 2015 was significantly reduced from
the 2014 budget by about 20%. Examples of the reductions include reducing staff hours
to lower staff salaries, and freezing the Pastor’s salary for the third consecutive year.
To compensate for these reductions, church members are now cleaning the church and
volunteers have stepped forward to lead our Children’s and Youth Ministries. Our ability
to rally to the needs of our congregation demonstrates our generosity and love of Christ.
But it still takes money to pay our mortgage, the pastor and staff and keep the lights on.
As of the end of June, we are running a $4,582 deficit; our expenses are more than the
pledges, donations and tithes being received. To manage the deficits, we are using our
savings or reserve funds until our revenues increase. If the deficits continue, we may face
even deeper cuts in the 2016 budget.
ACTION ITEMS:
• Take a moment to review your Personal Giving Statement. An envelope with your
name on it with your current giving through July is in the narthex. If you made a
pledge at the beginning of the year, please make sure it is current.
• Consider making a contribution to cover the $28 “per-capita” annual charge East
Woods pays to Presbytery for each member. Just note on your check or donation
envelope that it is for the annual membership fee.
• If your heart calls you and you are able, please consider increasing your giving.
As Christians, we should prayerfully seek God’s wisdom regarding tithing and how
much to give to our church.
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” 2 Corinthians 9:7
Tom Koecher, Finance Elder-Elect

EVERGREEN HABITAT “RAISING THE ROOF” BREAKFAST
As one of our Mission projects, EWPC supports Evergreen Habitat
for Humanity. You can help support this mission by joining Rich
Helmke and Katey Sandy at the “Raising the Roof” fundraising
breakfast, on Wednesday, September 9th at 7:30 AM at the Hilton
Hotel in Vancouver.
The breakfast is complimentary, however, donations are asked for. Come learn
more about Habitat, what they will be working on in the coming year, and ways to
volunteer. Please sign up on the information table. Carpooling will be arranged.
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The youth group of East Woods has been having an exciting summer; the
fun continues til fall, when we kick off another year of growing together in
Christ. In June they served “Breakfast for Lunch” at Gathering
Sunday. The next week was a celebration for a large group of East Woods
graduates. It has been a joy to see this group of disciples grow; they make
us all proud. A large contingent of youth played key roles in making VBS
the overwhelming success it turned out to be this year; at the end of the
week, the youth wound down with a lock-in at the church. (It has been said
that “4-Square at 4 AM” was a big hit!) Finally, on July 2, the group braved
the long school bus ride and spent an exhausting day having fun in the sun at
Wild Waves Theme Park in Federal Way, WA. We are preparing for our
next big trip: to the Oregon Zoo on August 12. Any students entering 6th –
12th grade are invited, so bring your friends and let’s have another fantastic
day!
This summer the Youth Group continues to meet on Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 – 8:30. We are having some low-key fun, playing games both out
in the yard and, when it’s too hot, inside. Chase Van Epps has organized a
summer-long Survivor theme, so we are avidly anticipating further
challenges between the “Psychic Snakes” and the “Flaming Ferrets.” Chuck
Dunn is leading Youth Sunday School during the morning service each
week, except on Communion Sundays.
Our Fall Youth Group kickoff will be September 16. We have a great
group of returning students, but are always open to more, so bring your
friends in 6th – 12th grade; we will have a blast! We can use adult volunteers
to help out in many ways, but especially on Wednesday evenings to organize
snacks, play games, and help us meet each other and meet Jesus. Please
contact Jeff Kennedy or Chuck Dunn if you have a bit of time to come have
fun and build disciples with us.
Finally, we are winding down our “God and Church” P.R.A.Y. program
for middle school youth. This Thursday evening program has had a good
turnout for an introduction to Christ and to the church. Upon completion, we
will celebrate the students’ hard work by presenting each of them with a
medal; any participant who is also a Boy or Girl Scout will be able to wear it
on his/her uniform. This fall we plan to begin a related P.R.A.Y. program,
“God and Life,” for high school students, so watch for more
information; this is open to all youth who are interested in learning more
about faith and exploring how to express their personal faith in the way they
live.
Whew! (Did I mention it has been an exciting, busy summer so far?)
In His name, Jeff Kennedy
Elder, Youth Ministry
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MISSION
WATER PASTEURIZATION INDICATORS (WAPI) Thanks to everyone who
responded to the recent special offering for a WAPI pilot in Guatemala. We
were able to send 150 WAPI units with PC USA Mission Co-Worker Leslie
Vogel back to Guatemala in mid-July. The CEDEPCA team will be able
pilot them in their disaster ministry this year. Leslie was able to visit
Friends of the Carpenter to see how the devices are made and to get an
overview of the ministry from Director Tom Iberle. What a wonderful
bridge between two PC USA mission partner organizations - thanks for
making it happen!
Ayn Lavagnino and your Mission Commission
CARD MAKING IN AUGUST
• Tuesday, August 11 at 6 PM at Brookdale
Vancouver Village, 10011 NE 118th Ave, in the
Activity Room on the second floor. Card kits
available for birthday cards for the residents who
have September birthdays and for hospitalized
veterans at the VA Hospital in Vancouver.
• Monday, August 17 at 1pm at Molly’s Craft
Shack, 11500 NE 76th St., Vancouver
• Monday, August 24 at 1 PM at Brookdale at
Fisher’s Landing, 17171 SE 22nd Dr., in the
Upstairs Library. Card kits available for birthday
cards for the residents who have September birthdays and for
hospitalized veterans at the VA Hospital in Vancouver.
Questions? Email at cardmaking@eastwoodspres.org

EAST WOODS’ ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE & VENDORS’ FAIRE
August 14-15
8 AM—4 PM
Donations may be dropped off in the Youth Room
at the church on Sunday mornings, beginning
August 2, and during regular office hours.
They may also be left on:
• Tuesday, August 11 5–7 PM
• Wednesday, August 12 10 AM—7 PM
• Thursday, August 13 10 AM—7 PM
We need volunteers to help run the sale—please sign up at the
Opportunity Table. Any questions?
Call Peggy Konzek at 256-4675 or e-mail at geopegkon@comcast.net .
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JULY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
•

•

•

•

•

Tom Koecher, Elder-elect of Finance, reported on the congregation’s
year-to-date financial status. He also had Session review the draft of a
letter Finance plans to send out to the membership that will include:
1) finances year-to-date, 2) the recipient’s contributions through June,
3) a reminder for members to pay annual per capita dues of $28 per
member, and 4) a basic report of the major budget line items for 2015.
Pastor Bill updated Session on the progress of the candidate search for
the approved Family Ministries Director staff position, currently
scheduled to take effect on October 1, 2015. Rachel Grimes, Chair of
Personnel, is continuing to refine the job post process and working to
pre-screen applicants.
Session discussed the option of maintaining a single worship service
coming out of the summer, as opposed to returning to the two-service
schedule that is typical for fall through spring. The decision was made
to again return to the two-service schedule, starting September 13, with
Sunday morning services at 8:45 and 10:30.
Session reviewed worship attendance numbers from the past five years
and discussed the process for taking the attendance count on Sunday
morning. Pastor Bill will work with Session and other congregational
leaders to help ensure a consistent process.
Pastor Bill reviewed with Session the major Vision Priorities and
Strategies created by the Vision Discernment Team in December of
2013. The work of the Vision Discernment Team was intended to help
guide and govern the congregation’s priorities for 3-5 years. Among the
items reviewed was the vision of creating a “Worship + 2” culture,
which suggests that each active member regularly attend Sunday
worship along with participating in a spiritual growth activity and a
service activity in the life of the church.
EAST WOODS WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
Third Saturdays—8:30 to 10:00 AM
We will not meet in August due to the
Annual East Woods Rummage Sale & Vendors’ Faire
on August 14th and 15th.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE BOOK OF PSALMS?
Join us at the East Woods Women’s Bible Study for an in-depth look at
this fascinating book of the Bible. The fall season will begin on
Thursday, September 3, from 10 AM to Noon in the Maple Room,
continuing on the first and third Thursdays of each month.
For more information, please contact Arla Olsen, at 896-1736,
or mrswhooo@q.com.

LADIES OF EAST WOODS: Please note that Bunco Night, usually the
second Monday of each month, is “on vacation” this summer.
It will resume on Monday, September 14.
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MEN OF EAST WOODS—plan ahead!
The 2015 Men’s Retreat is November 6-8 in Lincoln City, OR.
Look for the sign-up clipboard on the
Opportunity Table in Evergreen Hall. Get details or register online at:
the church website: www.eastwoodspres.org

HERITAGE FARM/78TH STREET GARDEN Looking for a way to give back to
your community that involves sunshine and plenty of friends?
With Churches In Partnership, we've been farming at 78th Street Heritage
Farm since 2009, growing miles of carrots and maintaining a vegetable
garden with the help of countless volunteers, ranging in age from 93 to
toddlers. Activities include planting, weeding and harvesting, depending on
the season.
The acreage is maintained by the Clark County Food Bank, which exists to
"Alleviate hunger and its root causes" in Clark County, WA. The Farming
and Gleaning Program helps with that mission by increasing the amount of
fresh, nutritious food they distribute through 29 partner agencies across the
county, localizing emergency food supply and engaging and educating the
community through volunteer opportunities. In 2014, the Heritage Farm
produced over 36,000 pounds of vegetables for Clark County’s families in
need.
Location: Heritage Farm/78th Street Garden - 1919 NE 78th St., Vancouver
(across from Grovers).
Time: 9 AM to noon - every Saturday and Wednesday through the summer.
Bring: gloves, water, hat, jacket, knee cushion, sunscreen, and wear closedtoed shoes.
More information: contact Janet and Chris Luck at
cajunluck@hotmail.com or 360-666-6526.

September Newsletter deadline—Tuesday, August 18
Office hours: Tuesday 1-4 PM, Wednesday & Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM
Church Phone: 944-5841
16210 NE 20th Street, Vancouver, WA 98684
Rev. Bill Sperry

bill@eastwoodspres.org

Roberta Schlechter

Children & Family Volunteer, rrschlechter@gmail.com

Susie Freeman

Church Admin., susie@eastwoodspres.org
Please visit our web site at www.eastwoodspres.org
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16210 NE 20th Street
Vancouver, WA 98684
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